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     Grace and peace to you my brothers and sisters in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord and Savior.  I hope and pray this letter finds you well as we step 
through the door into February.  I have a couple of things I would like to alert you 
to that are coming up in the next couple of months the life of our Ohio Church 
family. 
 

     The first is an opportunity to participate in a year-long coaching relationship 
with an organization that specializes in adaptive change and churches.  Let me 
begin with the background.  Beaver-Butler Presbytery approached me to see if 
we would be interested in participating in this program, which is sponsored by a 
Lilly Foundation grant that was received by the denomination.  Eight presbyteries 
were chosen to participate (Beaver-Butler being one of them) and within each 
presbytery, eight churches are chosen (so we are one of eight in our presbytery).  
The organization that will be working with us is called PneuMatrix and it special-
izes in coaching congregations through a process of adaptive change.  I would 
like to highlight two very important words in that last sentence.  The first is 
coaching.  We will not be told what to do or how to do it.  We will have coaches 
who will walk our congregational team through making its own discoveries and 
decisions.  We are the experts on Hopewell and western PA, so we have the 
most to offer.  They will simply help us figure out the way from point A to points B 
and beyond.  The second is really a phraseðadaptive change.  The assumption 
PneuMatrix is working with is the world around us is changing and the church 
can be slow to respond to those changes.  And not only is the church slow to 
respond, often it utilizes technical solutions to the adaptive challenge of a chang-
ing world.  Solutions that worked 10, 20, 30 years ago no longer work.  A popular 
analogy is that while breaking an ankle requires technical changes, losing a leg 
is an adaptive change.  We need to think differently in order to minister to the 
world appropriately.  The desire of this church is to reach out to our community 
with the love and spirit of Jesus Christ and I believe this will help us do just that.  
When the leaders of this church (myself included) took our ordination vows, we 
promised that we will serve the church and this community with ñenergy, intelli-
gence, imagination, and loveò.  I believe this opportunity will help us fulfill our 
vows.  With the blessing of Session, I am in the process of choosing a team that 
will begin meeting in March.  This team will report its progress and findings to 
Session and to the congregation on a regular basis.  It will be up to all of us to 
implement any changes we believe God is calling us to make.  I would ask that 
you be in prayer for the members of our adaptive change team, that we would be 
open and aware of where the Spirit is leading this congregation. 
 

     The second thing I want to alert you to is a really cool idea the mission and 
evangelism team has come up with for the Ohio Church family.  They are calling 
it the Lenten Mission Project and it is a mission project for the entire Ohio 
Church family to participate in during the season of Lent.  I donôt want to give too 
many details as things are still waiting to be approved by Session, but I think it 
could be a great way for us to enter into and participate in the Lenten season as 
a whole church family and it will be a great blessing to others.  Okay, I wonôt say 
anymore, other than keep watch for the well. 
 

     As always, I hope this finds you well and I pray that we all continue growing in 
spiritual maturity so we can be the tangible presence of Jesus Christ in Hopewell 
Township and the world. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 
 
Pastor Nick 
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Birthdays This Month:  

2/2    Kevin Reese  

2/4    Linda Duganich  

2/4    Dawn Psik  

2/6    Christi Fouse  

2/6    Homer Summy  

2/9    Pastor Nick Marlatt   

2/9    Noah Repman  

2/11  Dana Clark  

2/11  Ken Gregory  

2/12  Weston Shaffer  

2/13  Crystal Saxon  

2/17  Rita Bruce  

2/18  Diane Gennaro  

2/21  Tanner Lewis  

2/23  Trevis Gregory  

2/24  Rudy Mihalik  

2/24  Sandra Nan  

2/24  Sharon Neville  

2/24  Emily Pasquarelli  

2/26  Mary Blanchard  

2/26  Nathan Cronin  

2/26  Richard Pike  

2/27  Matt Nolte  

2/28  Corinna Petrella  
 

Anniversary:  

2/14 -Brian & Debrah Archer  

JR. CHURCH VOLUNTEERS 

2/5    Patti Strominger  

2/12  Sharon Neville  

2/19  Family Sunday  

2/26  Holly DiCicco  

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

2/5    Kortney Marlatt  

2/12  Wendy Dameron  

2/19  Christina/Danny Palmer  

2/26  Janis Lewis/Karen Keller  

LITURGIST 

2/5    Sallie Alviani  

2/12  Michelle Sebastian  

2/19  Melissa Byer  

2/26  Paul Magee  

This yearôs Womenôs Retreat will be held at a lodge in the Pennsylvania 

wilds. It is approximately 2 hour from Hopewell. It will be held April 28th to 

the 30th. This is the place we stayed at last year.  The lodge has a lot to 

offer, including 18 bedrooms, and 9 bathrooms! The Womenôs Retreat is 

for all women of the church. It is a special time to get to know each other 

better. During the weekend we have Bible Study, work together on a mis-

sion project, do a craft, and spend lots of time talking and laughing. Oh, 

did I forget, we also have lots of good food to eat.  The one thing about 

this location is that they do charge a per person charge for more than 10 

people in attention to a flat rate for each night.  We would like to have a 

head count and payment if possible before the end of March.  We will get a discount in the tax if we pay before 

April 1st.   Once a list of those attending is formulated we will do meal planning for the weekend, and will let you 

know if there is anything you can contribute. The cost of the retreat will depend on the number of women attend-

ing. The approximate cost for the weekend is $140.00.  Please email Patti Strominger at pattistr@gmail.com 

with any questions.    

mailto:pattistr@gmail.com
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CHURCH INFORMATION FORM 

Thank you to everyone who has filled out the church information forms that have been 

in the church bulletins the past several weeks.  To date, about half of our membership 

have turned in a form.  If you have not filled one out yet please take a few minutes to 

provide the requested information so I can keep the church data base as updated as 

possible.  The form asks for the names, birth date (day/month/year),  anniversary date 

(day/month/year) if married, date of baptism if known, address, home and/or cell 

phone number, email address, and the best way to reach you during office hours, for 

each household member. 

 

IN SYMPATHY 

Our sympathies go out to all the friends and family of 

Clarence (CR) Shade, who passed away on Saturday, 

January 14th.    

 

        SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER 

WHEN?  Tuesday, February 28th 
WHAT TIME?  5:00-6:00 pm 

COST?  A freewill offering will be collected to help 
offset the cost of the meal 

DINNER INCLUDES:  Pancakes, Sausage, Coffee/
Tea/Milk/OJ 

 

 

THE WELL IS COMING!  
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Good News from Our Church Family 

§ Kendall Smith is one of the leads in the 

Hopewell Jr. High School spring musical, 

ñJames and the Giant Peachò.                      

Congratulations to Kendall! 

 
§ Brittany Smith was recently nominated for the 

Board of Governors for the American Bar        

Association! 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǇǳȊȊƭŜΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƛǊπ

ǇƭŀƴŜ ǎŜŀǘ ǇƻŎƪŜǘΣ ƻƴ ŀ ƅƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ǘƻ IƻƴƻƭǳƭǳΣ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ƻŎπ

ŎǳǇƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǊǎΦ   IŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƛǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  hƴŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ Lƭƭƛπ

ƴƻƛǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻƘƴōƻŀǘΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 

ōŀƴƧƻΦ  9ƭŀƛƴŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ŀ ŎƻƭǳƳƴƛǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘ ǎƘŜ ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ 

ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ǎƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ōǊŜǿǎ 

ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǊǾŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǘΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ 

ŦŀŎǘΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƧŀƳΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ 

ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ  ¢ǊǳǘƘŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ 

ƛǘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘΦ  wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊŀπ

ƎǊŀǇƘΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳȊȊƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇƘŀ 5Ŝƭǘŀ tƘƛ ƭŜƳπ

ƻƴŀŘŜ ōƻƻǘƘ ǎŜǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜΣ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ нлл ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎ 

ǿƘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴΦ  !ǎ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ Iǳπ

Ƴŀƴŀ ƘǳƳōƭȅ Ǉǳǘǎ ƛǘΣ άǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ǾƛŜǿΣ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƎƘǘΦέ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ŬƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴΦ  hƴŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǝƻƴ 

ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳǳŜƭ Ƴŀȅ ƻŎŎǳǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ  !ƭǎƻΣ 

ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳƴŎǘǳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭΦ  ! ŎƘƛǇǇŜǊ ŀǩǘǳŘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŀŘ ŜȄƻŘǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ ол ōƻƻƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƭǳǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊπ

ŀƎǊŀǇƘ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ 

JUST FOR 

FUN! 
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      Session Meeting Highlights 

¶ A discussion regarding how to process Fellowship Hall use requests resulted in Session deciding to       
continue approving fellowship hall use applications.  Session then approved a Fellowship Hall use requests 
for an Essential Oil Class on Jan12th and the 21st for Cate Colesar. 

Session passed the following motions: 

¶ Decision not to sponsor Margaret Ross Elementary PTA 5k race.  Instead, encourage members of congre-
gation to be involved by volunteering to help during the race. 

¶ Wedding request - Stanley Herrmann and Alexandra Landry on April 1, 2017. 

¶ Staff leave request for Pastor Nick for vacation from May 16-24. 

¶ Baptism of Morgan Lewis Feb. 19. 

¶ March Session meeting moved to March 7th at 7pm. 

¶ Allow Pastor Nick to pursue the Solar Panels for manse through SolarCity.  Session will have final approval 
of design and it must also be approved by Presbytery. 

¶ The church will participate with PneuMatrix in Adaptive Change Engagement process at a cost of $875. 

¶ Choosing of the committees was completed 

¶ Approve soup sale in Jan with proceeds going to building fund.  

JANUARY 2017 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Correspondence :  23 cards were sent out in December.  

Lunch Bunch:   Lunch Bunch in January was attended by 15 adults and 7 children.  

Barb Mihalow shared some information about bells then we got to try ringing the hand 

bells. 

Friendship Group :  Friendship Group in December was very well attended and all en-

joyed the performance by Blackhawk High School Chorus.  Next Friendship Group is 

scheduled for March.  

Deacons delivered Christmas cookies in December and soup in January to some of 

our members who need a little Extra Care.  

Deacons helped a family from Hopewell Jr. High School get some necessities.  

Deacons provided gift cards to three needy families in January.  

Deacons will host an After -Church Fellowship on Sunday, February 26th.  

Deacon moderator for 2017 is Sherri Murdoch.  Vice -moderator is Gina Arzberger.  
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Dutilh Camp Scholarships 
Dutilh United Methodist Church has been a generous friend to the 

MHY organization for decades, but in the 

summer of 2012 this relationship became even more special. 

Through the efforts of Dutilh's associate pastor, Jim Gascoine, and 

Camping Team, nearly 75 MHY youth have been given the gift of a 

scholarship to attend a week-long summer camp. Youth receiving 

services from one of MHY's Community Services programs are 

invited each spring to consider attending a summer camp of their 

choice, located throughout Western Pennsylvania. Camps range 

from equine and athletic-based to Christian and traditional summer 

camp experiences. Dutilh United Methodist Church, along with 

their camp partners, supports not only the cost of the camp but also 

assists with transportation and provides a small stipend to help with 

spending needs children might have during their week. Pastor Jim 

states, "We want children to spend a week away from their worries 

and have a fun camp experience." 

Over the last five summers, youth have been transformed by this 

opportunity. Notes and letters written with extreme gratitude share 

stories of camp fires, new friends and learning about inner strength 

and talents. Each year, the applications for scholarships have 

increased. This year, the 15-person limit was reached immediately, 

but Pastor Jim, undeterred, reached out to local churches and asked 

for help. The help came and more children received this amazing 

gift of camp. 

 

Jim Gascoine, Associate Pastor at Dutilh United Methodist Church and Amy Smith, MHY 

Director of Development 

THANK YOU FROM MHY! 

Dear Bev,  

Thank you so much for 

all of your work and sup-

port for MHY Family Ser-

vices.  You and all who 

work with you make a 

profound difference in 

the lives of kids who are 

in crisis!  You help them 

know that someone 

cares and we are tre-

mendously grateful.  

Happy Holidays & Thank 

You! 

Pam Scheller  

Board of Directors  
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The MHY Family Services story begins in 1878, when a dying wid-

ow and the pastor of the Fourth United Presbyterian Church of Allegheny, 

Rev. James Fulton, brought together the women of the church to establish 

what became known as the United Presbyterian Orphans Home. 

Over the years, the United Presbyterian Orphans Home evolved, 

underwent name changes and in 1929 moved to Butler County. Although 

services have evolved to meet the growing and diverse needs of youth and 

families today, 138 years later, MHY Family Services remains committed to 

our Presbyterian roots and the mission remains the same: to promote the 

safety, health, education and spiritual well being of youth and families. 

Today, MHY Family Services is energized. Throughout the campus, 

staff are focused on providing individualized therapies based upon evi-

dence-based approaches to care. At Longmore Academy, the success of 

students is motivating teachers to move learning beyond the textbook; in 

our Residential Services, the curiosity and wonderment of the youth, paired 

with a highly motivated staff, is creating more opportunities for exploration 

and engagement; and in our Community Services, strengthened families 

are proving that there is always reason for hope. 

Energy, sparked by staff and fanned by our clients, is illuminating 

a path to a brighter tomorrow for MHY and the youth and families we 

serve. 
 

MHY:  A STRONG HISTORY, A PROMISING FUTURE  
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