February 2015

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
I hope all of you have had a wonderful beginning to 2015, and for those who have had a rocky
start, I pray that you have felt the presence of God with you and that the way becomes less rocky.
As we enter February, we enter into the season of Lent—beginning on Ash Wednesday which falls
on Wednesday, February 18. We will be having a Lenten FEAST class again this year. It will be
on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 – 7pm beginning Wednesday, February 25. There are more
details in the Lamplighter, so be sure to look through the entire document.
On Sundays in February we will be working toward the climax of Mark’s Gospel—Jesus’
arrest, “trial”, eventual abandonment by his disciples, and crucifixion. Our theme for the month will
be a prolonged investigation into the total depravity of humanity, or as Biblical scholar Dale Bruner
calls it, human undependability. What do I mean when I talk about depravity, or undependability?
In short, it means that all humans are sinners, who fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). Adam’s disobedience and sin in the garden has been passed on to all humanity. And sin is radical
(meaning it affects every aspect of human life) and it is universal (meaning it affects all humans).
We are all sick and we cannot cure ourselves. Sin infects all of our being and as a result the Fall
leaves us unable to attain knowledge of God by unaided human effort. It is only through God’s radical activity that we are cured. It is only by Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection that we are reconciled to God, and God’s image is restored in us. It is only God’s grace, reaching down to us, that
we are restored. The doctrine of total depravity is extremely important for our understanding of
ourselves and our relation to God. It also helps explain why the world seems so off, why there is
so much evil in the world. Finally, it highlights the great love and mercy of God. It keeps grace
from becoming cheap and it directs us to respond to God’s action with gratitude. We are joyful because we have been reconciled to our creator. Our Book of Confessions addresses this doctrine in
chapter 3 of the Scots Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism questions 1-10, chapter 8 of the Second Helvetic Confession, chapter 6 of the Westminster Confession, and part 1 section 2 of the
Confession of 1967. I commend them to you to reflect upon this season.
As I mentioned above, the Lenten FEAST class will be focused on Spiritual Disciplines or
Practices. These are essentially responses of gratitude to God. They are not attempts to earn
grace, but as Richard Foster writes, they “allow us to place ourselves before God so that He can
transform us.” Or to use another metaphor from Marjorie Thompson’s book Soul Feast, “the Spiritual disciplines are like garden tools. The best spade and hoe in the world cannot guarantee a
good crop; their use only makes it more likely that growth will be unobstructed.” And that is our
hope through this class, that we would be encouraged to adopt one or two disciplines and make
them regular habits of our individual and corporate lives. In this way, I hope that we all put ourselves in positions of receptivity toward the Holy Spirit so that we may grow in spiritual maturity. It
should be a great time and I hope to see you there.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
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Going, Going, Gone!!!
Ohio UP said goodbye to a very
old friend recently, when the
huge oak tree in front of the
church was removed.
Its removal clears the way now
for expanded handicapped
parking spaces and the new
elevator lift.

A professional tree removal
company was hired due to the
size and proximity of the tree
to the church, the busy street
and power lines.
So they will be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of
the LORD, that He may be
glorified” (Isaiah 61:1–3)
May your righteousness remain as
strong as the oak tree.
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DEACON’S REPORT

Treasurer’s Report: Balance $4,920.29 as of 12/31/2014
After Church Fellowship: January 25th
Menu: Ham barbeque sandwiches, macaroni salad
Mission and Evangelism Committee: Bev reported that 2/3 of the church bus was
full from the floor to the windows with presents for the Mars Home for Youth. The
youth were overjoyed with their gifts, and she read a nice thank-you note.
New Business: Deacons distributed gift cards and helped another family with
propane.
Building Fund Fundraiser: Rayna Martin Knox will be selling mugs personalized
with an initial for $8, with the church receiving half.

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER
WHEN? Tuesday, February 17th
WHAT TIME? 5:00-6:00 pm
COST? A free will offering will be accepted to
offset the cost of the meal
DINNER INCLUDES: Famous Moss Pancakes, Sausage, Coffee/
Tea/Milk/OJ
Sign up with the bulletin insert on Sunday or with the form below,
so they have an idea of how much food to purchase.
-------------------------------------------------------SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER SIGN UP
NAME_____________________________________________________# ATTENDING_________
PREFERRED PHONE # TO CALL_______________________________________________
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
February! A short month but sometimes it seems like a long one when we have some really bad
days and can’t get out of the house. Let’s hope that it will seem like a short month but let’s not
forget to thank God for whatever He sends because He knows what’s best for us.
Here are the answers to the December quiz.
1) I 2) G 3) L 4) J 5) A 6) C 7) E 8) K 9) F 10) D 11) H 12) B (Name should be Joses)

SOME WOMEN OF THE BIBLE
_____1. What New Testament woman was married to a priest name Zechariah? (Luke 1:5)

A. Peter

_____2. Who begged her sister for some mandrakes, hoping they would help her bear

B. Ruth

children? (Gen. 30:14)
_____3. To what woman did Jesus declare, “I am the resurrection and the life? (John 11:24-26)

C. Naomi

_____4. Who sat at Jesus’ feet while her sister kept house? (Luke 10:39-42)

D. Leah

_____5. What disciple’s mother-in-law was healed of a fever by Jesus? (Mark 1:30-31)

E. Deborah

_____6. Which of Jacob’s wives was the first to bear children? (Gen. 29:31)

F. Elizabeth

_____7. Who pouted when her strongman lover kept fooling her about the source of his

G. Dorcas

strength? (Judges 16)
_____8. Who lay down at her future husband’s feet and was accepted by him? (Ruth 3:4-9)

H. Rachel

_____9. What woman had been healed of seven demons by Jesus? (Mark 16:9)

I. Delilah

____10. What woman had Tabitha as a pet name? (Acts 9:36, 39)

J. Martha

____11. Who called herself Mara, a name meaning “bitter”? (Ruth 1:19-21)

K. Mary Magdalene

____12. What woman had such an influential life that Israel had forty years of peace?

L. Mary

(Judges 5:31)
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SPOTLIGHT ON: Young Life



Aliquippa Impact
A.M.P. (Aliquippa
Mission Programs)
Campus Crusade for Christ
International-Pacific Islands
Christians United in
Beaver County
Church Army-Aliquippa/
Uncommon Grounds Café
Manna









Meals on Wheels
M.H.Y. Family Services
McCormack Foundation
Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship
Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible
Translators
Young Life
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2/14 Brian & Debrah Archer
Carl Gartley
Linda Duganich
Dawn Psik
Homer Summy
Amy Kerlin
Nick Marlatt
Noah Repman
Dana Clark
Ken Gregory
Amanda Thomas
Crystal Saxon
Rita Bruce
Diane Gennaro
Lucas Thomas
Julie McWithey
Jason Shade

2
4
4
6
8
9
9
11
11
13
13
17
18
19
20
20

Ryan Lucas
Tanner Lewis
Camryn Carnright
Trevis Gregory
Rudy Mihalik
Sandy Nan
Emily Pasquarelli
Sharon Neville
Mary Batchelor
Chris Cronin
Nathan Cronin
Rich Pike
Matt Nolte
Corinna Petrella

20
21
22
23
24
24
24
24
25
26
26
26
27
28

PRAYER PARTNERS IS RETURNING!
In March, Prayer Partners will be returning to Ohio UP Church! Prayer Partners is an
opportunity to bridge generations in our church through one-on-one relationships.
School-age students, Kindergarten through 12th grade, will be partnered with adult
volunteers from our congregation. The Partners will get to know each other through
Prayer Partner organized events and other fellowship times. Prayer Partners pray for
each other, send letters and cards, and can even meet outside the church and do fun things
like feed the ducks at Hopewell Park, go out for ice cream, or even help water the flowers outside the church! The purpose of Prayer Partner is creating relationships so this means no giftgiving...spending time together and prayer is all that is required! It's a simple way to make sure
the children in our church are being prayed for and modeling the love and compassion of Jesus. Plus, it allows the children is get to know another friendly face at Ohio UP. The Prayer
Partner kick-off event will be March 22nd after church. If interested, please keep a lookout for
the sign-up form in February. It will be available at Sunday School and in the church bulletin.
Questions, please contact Kortney Marlatt (360) 927-3705; kortneymdm@gmail.com
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Lenten FEAST
Dates: 1/25 – 4/1
Time: 5:30 – 7pm
Why: To spend time as a church family in fellowship through
eating a meal together.
Who: All are invited. We will have childcare up to 5th grade.
All others are encouraged to join in the study after dinner.
What We Will Be Studying: Dallas Willard writes that “most
problems in contemporary churches can be explained by the
fact that members have never decided to follow Christ” and
that “obedience and training in obedience form no intelligible doctrinal or practical
unity with the ‘salvation’ presented in recent versions of the gospel.” In short, he says
that we are no longer following Jesus’ Great Commission because we are failing to
make disciples of Jesus Christ. The spiritual disciplines are a corrective to this. They put
us in a receptive position to be transformed by the Spirit, so that we can grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ. The spiritual disciplines are practices that we engage in to
help us grow in spiritual maturity. Each week we will look at a different discipline and
we will be encouraged to adopt a few to incorporate into our lives.

When you rearrange
the letters in
PRESBYTERIAN,
what do you get?
BEST IN PRAYER!
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

IN SYMPATHY
Our love and sympathy to the Palochak and Harmotto families as they mourn the loss of
Carolyn Harmotto, who passed from this life on January 17th.
Our love and sympathy also to the Marlatt Family. Kortney’s grandfather, Shirley King,
went to be with our Lord this past week.
CONGRATULATIONS !!!
At a recent Hopewell Twp. meeting, Lois
Davie was recognized for receiving the
township’s Volunteer of the Year award for
2014.
Also recognized at the meeting were Eagle
Scouts Danny Palmer and Adam Davenport.
Both young men are members of Boy
Scout Troop 486, which is sponsored by
Ohio UP.

RaynaINCaffinated PERSONALIZED COFFEE MUGS
Rayna Martin Knox is making personalized coffee mugs as a
fundraiser for the Building Fund. Each white coffee mug costs $8.00
and will have an initial of your choice in silver, gold, bronze, blue, red,
pink or orange. These make great gifts for co-workers, friends, and
teachers or even for yourself; especially when paired with your favorite
coffee or tea! Questions? Contact Rayna: Rayna.knox@gmail.com,
(443) 477-0200, www.facebook.com/raynaincaffinated. Please allow 2-3 for production
time. You can use the bulletin insert order form, or tear off the slip below and mail it to
the church.
------------------------------------------------------------COFFEE MUG ORDER FORM
Name___________________________________phone #_________________________
INITIAL

COLOR
Choose from silver, gold, bronze, blue, red, pink orange

1.
2.
3.
4.

Total number of mugs:_______________ x $8.00 per mug = $_________________
You can pay with cash or by a check made payable to Rayna Knox.
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KID’S PAGE
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Mon

Tue

Wed

5
Choir @ 7:00

Thu

6

Fri

7
Women’s Outing

Sat

February 2015
Sun

2

14

1

13

Pastor Nick on vacation

4
Combined Session/
Deaoncs Mtg. @ 7:00

12
Rachel Circle
Choir 7:00

Pastor Nick on vacation

21

3
Women’s Assoc. @ 6:30

Pastor Nick on vacation

20

Choir 7:00

26

Young Life Prayer @ 1:00
Choir 7:00

19

10

25
Lenten F.E.A.S.T. begins
@ 5:30-7:00

17
18
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Ash Wednesday
Dinner @ 5:00—6:00
service @ 7:00

24
Property Com. @ 6:30

28

9

16

President’s Day

23
Deborah Circle @ 6:30

27

11
Ruth Circle

8
Scout Sunday

15
Pastor Nick on vacationRev. Alan Adams is
preaching

22
1st Sunday of Lent
Friendship Ridge Service
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