Visit the Ohio United Presbyterian web site: www.ohiopresbyterian.org

Our email address has changed!
Our new email address is office@ohioupchurch.com
Please make the change to your computer’s address book .

The Lamplighter is a monthly publication of Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001
Editor-Judi Halavanja-Office Hours-Monday thru Friday 8:00 am-1:00 pm
Church phone (724) 378-3690
Church email: office@ohioupchurch.com
Lamplighter deadline for articles-21st of each month
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Rev. Eric Powell, Interim Pastor

Dear Friends,

There is now one worship
service instead of two
The new worship times:

As we continue to make the transition from a bicameral to a unicameral system (or
in other words - having the Elders on Session serve as the legal Trustees of the
Corporation instead of a separate board) with the implementation at the first of the
year of the new By-Laws, it seems prudent to set out before you the committee
structure of the Church as it is presently configured by the Session with a brief description of each committee’s area of responsibility. Please note that the committees are divided in terms of their usual and customary frequency of meeting, for
some meet on a regular, if not monthly, basis and others meet on an as-needed basis which varies according to circumstances.

Sunday School - 9:00 am
Worship Service - 10:00 am Committees Which Meet On a Regular Basis:
—————————

Christian Education – oversees the Sunday School, Youth Ministries, Bible Studies and Vacation Bible School
Fellowship & Membership – coordinates fellowship activities and care for the
members

INSIDE This Issue

The Church Office is
open from 8 am-1pm
Monday thru Friday

Mission & Evangelism – informs the congregation of mission opportunities and
leads the congregation in missional and evangelistic activities locally, nationally
and internationally
Property – maintains the buildings and grounds to help promote the work of the
Church
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Memorial Fund – maintains the memorial fund and sees that is used appropriately
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Stewardship & Budget – promotes stewardship of life within the congregation,
develops the budget, and reviews the churches finances on a regular basis
Worship – works with the pastor, musicians and directors in leading the congregation in meaningful and reverent worship services, both on Sunday mornings as
well as special services

Nominating Committee – seeks candidates to fill the various offices of the Church
as needed
Personnel – maintains the personnel policy of the Church, conducts the annual review of all staff persons, and mediates any concerns involving staff members of
the Church
Vision – examines the present nature and practices of the Church with an eye
towards making her more proactive and effective in ministry
(article continued on page 3)
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(Pastor’s article continued)

In staffing these committees, care was given to balancing the work load placed upon
each Elder along with each Elder’s skill set & interests versus the overall needs of the Church.
Further, the Board of Deacons has been asked to supply members to help serve on each committee. However, committee membership is not limited to just those presently serving on the
Session or Board of Deacons! To expect only those currently serving to carry the whole load
without the support of the broader Congregation is a recipe for burnout in the case of the individual members of the committees and limited effectiveness in terms of the overall mission of
the Church. Therefore, I am asking that you would please prayerfully consider where & how
God might want you to serve in & through Ohio United Presbyterian Church in 2011.
These are exciting times for the Church, rich with opportunities to be instruments of
God’s will & work in the world around us. May we be open to the possibilities He is graciously
setting before us, and “set our hands to the plow handle” with faith and hope in Jesus Christ for
calling us to share His yoke of ministry, and praise Him always!
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell
New Members Class Beginning Soon!
Rev. Powell will be holding a New Members Class on February 6th for
those people who have been attending services and now wish to unite
with the congregation of Ohio United Presbyterian Church. If you desire to become a member, plan on staying after worship on the 6th for
lunch and the membership class. For more information about this please speak with Rev.
Powell after worship or by calling the church office at 724-378-3690. The members of the
class will be received into membership during worship on Sunday, February 13th.

“And I know I need not mention which team this congregation will be praying for on Superbowl Sunday.”
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Recipes Wanted!
Do you have some favorite recipes that you always make for those special occasions or church
potluck suppers? If so, please share them with your church family and friends! The Women’s
Association is coordinating the publication of a new church cookbook and we need all of those
wonderful recipes! You may submit as many as 5 recipes. You can also encourage family and
friends to submit their favorite recipes, too.
The categories for the cookbook are as follows:
Appetizers & Beverages
Soups & Salads
Vegetables & Side dishes
Main Dishes
Breads & Rolls (quick breads, muffins, etc.)
Desserts (cakes, cupcakes, pies, etc.)
Cookies & Candy
This & That (fits none of the above such as sauces, dressings, snacks, canning recipes,
etc.)
*If you have any special recipes for diabetic, sugar free, or gluten free diets,
please feel free to submit them, too.
For the submitted recipes the following apply:
-PLEASE print neatly, write clearly, or type your recipe
-Keep each recipe separate-one on a sheet
-For each recipe submitted please include: your first and last name, phone number
(in case we have a question)

Writing Recipes-helpful tips
Review recipes for accuracy and make corrections as needed. Below are some helpful tips.
1. List ingredients in order of use and make sure all ingredients are accounted for in the directions.
2. Abbreviate measurements in the ingredients list using the standard abbreviations listed below. Spell them out
in the directions.
3. Include all container sizes, e.g., 2 (8-oz.) cans.
4. Check for consistency of names, ingredients, etc., e.g., don’t use “1 c. butter” on some recipes and “2 sticks butter” on others.
5. Write directions in paragraph form, not in steps.
6. Use ingredients names in the directions, e.g., use “Combine flour and sugar” rather than statements such as
“Combine the first two ingredients.”
7. Include temperatures and all cooking, chilling, baking, or freezing times.
Standard Abbreviations
c.-cup
tsp.-teaspoon
T.-tablespoon
lg.-large
env.-envelope

pkg.-package
oz.-ounce
qt.-quart
doz.-dozen
sm.-small

pt.-pint
gal.-gallon
lb.-pound
med.-medium

You may submit your recipes through the end of March. You can either place them in the newly created
“Cookbook Recipes” mail slot in the hall behind the sanctuary, or email them to the church at our new email
address: office @ohioupchurch.com.
Call the church office if you have any questions!
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A Word From Your Youth Director, Michael Spicuzza
ious programs of self-help and spiritual guidance. In serving at this mission, the youth
would largely work in maintenance and construction tasks, as well as the possibility of serving in the various ministries at the mission. Feel
free to check out their website for more
information from their website:
http://www.cityrescuemission.org/. Not only is
the mission able to house our group, they are
also willing to feed us at no cost! Their philosophy is that if a group is willing to serve, they are
willing to take care of the servants. I am very
confident that this will be a blessed experience
of service for all involved.
Shortly down the road, be sure to watch for
fundraisers and other information about the
trip. My hope is that through information about
the trip, fundraisers, and a sharing time after
the trip that this is an experience that not only
involves the youth, but the entire church family.
Let us remember the words of scripture as we
reflect on what it means to serve others:

Dear Ohio UP,

While the cold of winter
is here and probably will
be for a while, I want to flash forward to
thoughts of the summer. Hopefully the thought
of warm sunny days isn’t too depressing. Anyway, I’m excited to announce that the date and
location of the youth mission trip has been set;
we will be working with the City Rescue Mission
in New Castle, PA, June 19th through the 25th or
26th. This trip will be in partnership with my
home churches’ youth group from Hiland Presbyterian Church in the North Hills. Since we are
still in the early stages of planning the trip, there
are not many specific details to share as of yet,
but can give a little bit of information about both
the mission. I have helped lead several previous
trips with Hiland, after participating in them as
member of the youth group. After participating
and leading these trips, I could not be more excited to share this work camp experience with
1 Peter 4:10- Each of you should use whatever
the youth and the church.
gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.
The City Rescue Mission has been serving the
community of New Castle for almost one hunGod Bless,
dred years. The mission serves men, women,
youth, and families in various capacities. They
Michael
help to provide food and shelter, along with var-

On January 22nd, thirteen of the
youth played in a dodgeball tournament at Unionville United Methodist
Church in Rochester. This event was
sponsored by Skybacher Ministries, a
ministry that hosts sports related
events for youth groups in the Beaver
County area. Many thanks to John
and Kristie Mohrbacher that run these
events, as well as Christine Line and
Janice Angelo for volunteering to
drive and tag along. Here are pictures of the two teams that played!

Team Sha Boing-Boing

Team Coffeepot
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Birthday
2
3

Carl Gartley
Mandy Canonge
Jason Abate
4 Dawn Psik
Amy Angelo
Matt Laitres
6 Christi Fouse
Casey Fouse
Homer Summy
8 Amy Kerlin
9 Bernard Davis
11 Katie Jo Zombeck
Dana Clark
13 Amanda Thomas
16 Bob Millman

17 Rita Bruce
18 Diane Gennaro
Logan McIlroy
19 Bert Davis Davis
Lucas Thomas
20 Julie McWithey
Jason Shade
Vicki Davidson
Ryan Lucas
Richard Stuck
22 Virginia Fouse
Rick Boguszewski
23 Trevis Gregory
Steve Riegle
24 Sharon Neville
Emily Pasquarelli
Sandy Nan

25 Stefanie Strominger
26 Christopher Cronin
Rich Pike
27 Matthew Nolte
28 Corinna Petrella
Anniversary
27 Ray & Peggy Atwell

Love Conquers All
The love for equals is a human thing-of friend for friend, brother for
brother. It is to love what is loving and lovely. The world smiles.
The love for the less fortunate is a beautiful thing-the love for those
who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, the failures, the unlovely. This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world.
The love for the more fortunate is a rare thing-to love those who
succeed where we fail, to rejoice without envy with those who rejoice, the love of the poor for the rich...The world is always bewildered by its saints.
And then there is the love for the enemy-love for the one who does
not love you but mocks, threatens and inflicts pain. The tortured’s
love for the torturer. This is God’s love. It conquers the world.
-Frederick Buechner,
The Magnificent Defeat
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Rev. Powell will be on vacation
from February 21-27.

Dear Carolers,

Thank you very much for stopping
to sing carols for us. It added so
much to our enjoyment of the
Anna Mae Jones would like to thank everyone
Christmas season.
for the love they have shown her since she
moved. She has enjoyed the cards, phone
I am so glad God sent you to us
calls and visits and feels very blessed to have
and at just the right time.
such a caring church family.
Love– Roberta Smith

It’s a Boy!
Congratulations to Jason & Gina Arzberger and big brother,
William, on the birth of the newest member of their family,
Andrew Joseph, who was born on December 30th.

PER CAPITA: AN OVERVIEW
What is per capita?
The official definition:
“Per capita is an opportunity for all communicant
members of the Presbyterian church through the governing bodies to participate
equally, responsibly, and
interdependently by sharing the cost of coordination
and evaluation of mission;
and of performing ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial functions that identify a
Reformed Church, while at
the same time strengthening the sense of community
among all Presbyterians”
(GA Minutes, Part I, 1995)
This year the per capita
amount owed by each
member is $29.

Why per capita?

The Book of Order states
that per capita exists as a
way for all Presbyterians to
share costs that belong to
the whole church, to “give
meaning to the interdependent nature of Presbyterian polity” (G-9.0404d).
Per capita is part of the glue
that holds Presbyterians
together. It exists to allow
the whole church to share
equitably in those things
that make us Presbyterian:
 our theological identity
 our connectedness
 our system of governing
bodies that allow elders
and ministers together
to discern the mind of
Christ
 our ecumenical connections that make us part
of the church universal
 our core structures that
keep us together as a
church
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our call to work for full
participation in decision-making
Per capita allows us to work
with other churches to further the mission of Jesus
Christ around the world.
Exod. 30:11-16-”...the rich
shall not give more, and
the poor shall not give less,
than the half shekel [for the
sanctuary]…”
ICor. 12:7-”To each is given
the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common
good.”
To find out more go to:

pcusa.org/percapita

Community & Mission Opportunities
Mission in action!
community. There were 27 people from Ohio
UP involved in this meal which included eleOn Tuesday, January 18th, our church had the
mentary children, teens and adults.
privilege of preparing and serving a meal at
Thank you to all who helped. We were so
Manna, a program run by the Lutheran House
blessed by this experience that we have signed
of Prayer Church in Aliquippa. We served
up to serve again on May 17th and September
about 60 people. This was a wonderful experi20th. Mark your calendars and plan to be inence for everyone involved to give to our
volved in some way!

MANNA Update

As the Father sent me… Make check out to Mt. Chestnut Presbyterian Church
I am sending You!
Nashville, Tennessee Mission
Nashville, Tennessee Flood
Trip Registration
Relief
March 19-26, 2011
COST: $425 per person

Name:
Address:
Home Phone #:
Cell Phone #:
E-mail Address:
Church:
If under 18 year old:
Parent’s Name:
Parent’s Address:
Parent’s Home Phone:
Parent’s Cell Phone:
Please check one:
_____I am planning to go on the Mission Trip.
______I am thinking about going on the Mission
Trip.
Please call me @____________________
With more information.

Join Beaver-Butler Presbytery in a trip to Nashville to
help those recovering from the May 2010 floods. Last
year 54 people from 17 churches participated. This
year-who knows? Do you sense God sending you?
For more information or to sign up contact:
Joyce Laughlin-724-285-4430
joylaugh@embarqmail.com
C.F. Hoffman-724-336-4103
cfhoffman@windstream.net
Mail registration to:
Joyce Laughlin
Mt. Chestnut Presbyterian Church
722 West Old 422
Butler, PA 16001
Or E-mail Registration to: Joyce Laughlin
(see email address above)
Non-refundable $25 at registration
$100 deposit due by January 31, 2010
Remaining $300 due by February 21, 2010
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February Fellowship Luncheon
The Deacons will be hosting a Fellowship Luncheon on February
27th following the worship service. This is the same Sunday that
Rev. Alan Adams, the Executive Presbyter of the Beaver/Butler
Presbytery will be the guest minister, filling in for Rev. Powell,
who will be on vacation. Make sure to speak with Rev. Adams while you are
enjoying the fellowship with your church family.

Weather Cancellation Plan
Before you head out to church this winter, tune in to KDKA TV/Radio to see if the
weather has caused church services or activities to be cancelled.
Christians throughout Pittsburgh are invited to take
part in the national 40 Days for Life effort from
March 9th (Ash Wednesday) through April 17th
(Palm Sunday). This ecumenical 40 day campaign to
end abortion, which consists of prayer, fasting and
peaceful vigil...will kick-off on Saturday, March 5th at
6:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church, located at 320
Sixth Avenue, downtown Pittsburgh. Come share in a
meaningful time of praise and worship, followed by a
candlelit procession to Planned Parenthood, located
at 933 Liberty Ave. All are welcome! To get more information, or to volunteer to help, please contact: Nikki Bruni, at 412-926-9413,
nbruni@comcast.net, or www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh

Annual Leadership Training Workshops
Presented by the Beaver-Butler Presbytery
Congregational Leadership Unit
Who? Pastors, Elders, Deacons, and all Church Leaders!!!
When? Sunday, March 20, 2011
2:30-5:45 pm
Where? Glade Run Presbyterian Church, Valencia, PA
Why? Because today there is a powerful, God-given hunger for fresh vitality among: Leaders supporting churches in regional areas. Thriving congregations wanting to grow & advance with new ministries. Congregations
needing to grow, create new energy, and reengage with Christ.
Courses offered: Elders as Spiritual Leaders, Deacon Training, Clerk of Session Training, Building an Attractive
Church, Children’s Worship, Building Family Ministry, Ten Ideas for a Successful Church, Resource Center 101
For more information about the workshops or to sign up, speak with Rev. Powell or call the church office.
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Sun
1

Deacon’s mtg 6:30 p

2

10

Jr./Sr. Youth group 5:00 p
Choir 7:00 p

3

Thu

Women’s Assoc. 7:00 p

9

Wed

8

Tue

7

Mon

February 2011

6

4

12

5

Fri

11

Sat

19

26

18

25

Women leave for retreat

Jr./Sr. Youth group 5:00 p
Choir 7:00 p

24

17

23

16

Ruth Circle
Esther Circle

15

22

Jr./Sr. Youth group 5:00 p
Choir 7:00 p

Session Mtg. 7:00 p

28

Christian Ed 6:30 p

Gospbells 7:00 p

Gospbells 7:00 p

K-6th youth group sled
riding at Hopewell Jr. HS
1:00-2:30 pm
Women’s retreat

Rachel Circle
Jr./Sr. Youth group 5:00 p
K-6th youth group 6:30 p
Valentine craft
Choir 7:00 p

14

New members class/lunch
After worship

13
Gospbells 7:00 p

21

New Members join
Scout Sunday
Scouts wear
Uniforms to
Church!

20

27

Women return from retreat Rev. Powell on vacation
week of 21-27

Rev. Alan Adams-Executive
Presbyter of Presbytery preaching/Deaon’s Fellowship
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