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  This year the Christmas season 
(which ended with Epiphany on Jan 6) 
and the Lenten season (the 40 days 
prior to Easter) are separated by a 
mere 5 weeks.  It feels like we just 
finished Christmas and now we are 
going to be getting ready for Easter 
beginning with Ash Wednesday on 
Feb 10.  The season of celebrating 
Christ’s birth—the revelation of God 
Incarnate, God with us—and the sea-
son of preparing for Christ’s death and 
resurrection are in such close proximi-
ty it condenses and heightens God’s 
gracious mission of reconciliation.  We 
will travel the entire path of Incarna-
tion to Resurrection in 3 months.  But 
between the celebration and feasting 
of Christmas and Easter—Incarnation 
and Resurrection—we must travel 
through the season of Lent. 
 
 Lent is the season of preparation 
and anticipation.  It is a time to re-set 
oneself and re-focus on God.  It is a 
season of intentionally putting “off 
your old self, which belongs to your 
former manner of life and is corrupt 
through deceitful desires”, as Paul 
says in Ephesians 4:22-24 and being 
“renewed in the spirit of your minds, 
putting on the new self, created after 
the likeness of God in true righteous-
ness and holiness.”  So Lent finds us 

intentionally putting aside practices or 
habits that distract us from God in or-
der to replace them with practices or 
habits that draw us closer to God.  We 
fast from things that distract us from 
God, so we can grow closer in intima-
cy with God.   
 
 Jesus tells us in the Beatitudes 
that blessed are the merciful—those 
willing to stand in misery with others, 
standing under them supporting them 
while they are weak—and blessed are 
the peacemakers, the reconcilers, the 
Shalom-makers.  The Confession of 
1967 further affirms and challenges us 
to work for mercy and reconciliation.  
Not because we can achieve these 
with our own power, but because they 
are the characteristics of God in Jesus 
Christ.  And Paul reminds us in Eph. 
4, that we are created to be image-
bearers of God which means we are 
created to be transformed into the 
image of Christ, because he is the 
image of the invisible God.  In Christ, 
we see what holiness looks like and 
become holy as God is holy.  There-
fore, we know what mercy looks like—
it looks like Christ.  And we know what 
reconciliation looks like—it looks like 
Christ.  
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In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself.  Jesus Christ is 
God with humanity.  He is the eternal Son of the Father, who became man 
and lived among us to fulfill the work of reconciliation.  He is present in the 
church by the power of the Holy Spirit to continue and complete his mission.  
This work of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is the foundation of all 
confessional statements about God, humanity, and the world.  Therefore, the 
church calls men and women to be reconciled to God and to one another.   

-The Confession of 1967 



 

 

During this season of Lent I encourage you to set 
aside a habit that distracts you or pulls you away 
from God.  It could be television, or internet, or cer-
tain foods or drink, anything really.  In fact, it will be 
different for each of us.  Then I encourage you to 
adopt a practice or habit that helps draw you closer 
to God.  It could be regular daily prayer at the same 
time each day, it could be reading through all the 
Gospel accounts, it could be reading a theological 
devotional such as Body & Soul by M. Craig 
Barnes.  The point is to replace a habit that distracts 

with one that draws us closer to God.  If you remove 
a weed and do not put something new in its place, 
the weed will simply grow back up again.  I encour-
age you to fully engage in the season of Lent as we 
anticipate and prepare for Christ’s death and His 
resurrection. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
 
Pastor Nick 

Anchor  

Because in ancient times an anchor represented safe-

ty, early Christians adopted it as a symbol of their hope 

in Christ. "We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, 

firm and secure" (Hebrews 6:19, NIV). Word play may 

have been involved: ankura, Greek for "anchor," 

sounds similar to en kurio, or "in the Lord."  

Sale of Sales News 

It seems as though the calendar has thrown us a curve 

this year.  Due to Leap Year and the school year ending 

the week after Memorial Day, the set-up for the Sale of 

Sales and VBS would be during the same week.  This ob-

viously is not possible.  The directors of both events have 

discussed our options.  Both events have the same issues and needs.  Good weather, 

time to prepare the church and volunteer availability are all needed to be successful.  

We have come to the conclusion that we are just not able to do both events in the nec-

essary time frame, so we will defer to VBS and Eleanor and I will not hold the Sale of 

Sales this year.   

If anyone else would like to run the Sale during a different time, you are welcome to do 

so.  We would be happy to help.  We want to thank those of you who have been saving 

up your treasures for the Sale.  You can deposit them in the Veterans’ red box in our 

parking lot or given them to the charity of your choice.  If you have a large number of 

items, the Veterans’ phone number can be found on the box and you can schedule a 

pick up.  Thank you for your continued support and hopefully we’ll be able to have the 

Sale of Sales next year. 

Jen Davis & Eleanor Pike 



 

 

2  Carl Gartley 

4  Dawn Psik 

 Linda Duganich 

6  Homer Summy 

8  Amy Kerlin 

9  Nick Marlatt 

 Noah Repman 

11  Dana Clark 

 Ken Gregory 

13  Amanda Thomas 

 Crystal Saxon 

17  Rita Bruce 

18  Diane Gennaro 

19  Lucas Thomas 

20  Julie McWithey 

 Jason Shade 

 Ryan Lucas 

21  Tanner Lewis 

23  Trevis Gregory 

24  Sharon Neville 

 Emily Pasquarelli 

 Sandy Nan 

 Rudy Mihalik 

 

25  Mary Batchelor 

26  Christopher Cronin 

 Nathan Cronin 

 Rich Pike 

27  Matthew Nolte 

28  Corinna Petrella 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY/MARCH NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 

February 7 Wendy Dameron 

February 14 Sallie Alviani 

February 21 Barb Corsi 

February 28 Rayna Knox 

March 6 Holly DiCicco 

March 13 Gina Arzberger 

March 20 Brittany Smith 

March 27 Shannon Bruno 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY/MARCH CHILDREN’S CHURCH VOLUNTEERS 

February 7 Chris & Kristy Otto 

February 14 Corinna Petrella 

February 21 Elaine Verostek 

February 28 Bonnie Martin 

March 6 Wendy Dameron 

March 13 Joe Glatz 

March 20 Michelle Sebastian 

March 27 Family Sunday-Easter  
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DEBORAH CIRCLE 

The Deborah Circle will met on Monday, February 

15 at 6:30 pm at the home of Janis Lewis.  Her ad-

dress is 224 Rainbow Dr., Aliquippa, PA.  If you 

need directions or more information, you can 

reach Janis at 724-888-2687 or by email at       

purple_kanich@hotmail.com. 
 
 

NEW VISITOR CARDS 

There are new visitor cards in the pews for our guests to fill out when 

they visit.  Encourage our visitors to fill one out and place them in the 

offering plates or in the church office.   
 

 
 

ALL WOMEN’S LUNCH-FEBRUARY 7TH 

There will be a lunch for all women of the church at Pacentro’s             

Restaurant on Sunday, February 7th following worship.  Sign up with  

the bulletin insert today so we know how many tables to reserve.   

 

SYMPATHY 

Our love and sympathy go out to the family 

and friends of Jean Barth, who died on 
Sunday, January 24th.  Jean will be greatly 

missed.   

 

 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER 

Join us again this year for our annual Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake Dinner.  It will be held on 

Tuesday, February 9th, from 5:00-6:00 pm in 

the fellowship hall.  Dinner includes Famous 

Moss Pancakes, Sausage,     Coffee/Tea/Milk/

Orange Juice.  Sign up with this form or by 

filling out the bulletin insert.   

COST?  A freewill offering will be collected to help offset the cost. 

 

 

 _____Yes!  I want those Pancakes!!! 
 

Name______________________________________ 

 

Number adults attending______ 

 

Number children attending_____ 



 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWER ORDER FORM 

SUNDAY DESIRED:_____________________ 

GIVEN BY:___________________________________________________ 

IN MEMORY OF:______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF:______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE INCLUDE THESE COLORS IN THE ARRANGEMENTS:_____________________ 

I would like to donate ONE/BOTH (Circle one) flowers to the deacons to give to our homebound 

members. 

If using this form, please mail it into the church with your payment , If paying by check, make it out 

to Ohio UP Church and put “flowers” in the memo line.  The cost for 2 vases is $35.           

2016 Women’s Retreat 

April 15-17th, 2016 

Location Change!!! 

 

Women’s Retreat 

This year’s Women’s Retreat will be held at a lodge in the Pennsylvania Wilds.   It is approximately 2 hour 

from Hopewell.  It will be held April 15th to the 17th.  This is not the place we originally planned to stay.  The 

lodge close to Moraine was sold, and is not being rented.  That was a big disappointment, but the new 

place has a lot to offer, including 18 bedrooms, and 9 bathrooms! 
 

The Women’s Retreat is for all women of the church.  It is a special time to get to know each other better.  

During the weekend we have Bible Study, work together on a mission project, do a craft, and spend lots of 

time talking and laughing.  Oh, did I forget, we also have lots of good food to eat. 

Even though the locations is a little further from Pittsburgh than originally planned and probably not feasi-

ble for a day trip, you can still choose to come for one night or two. 

The one thing about this location is that they do charge a per person charge for more than 10 people.  

They are asking for a head count by the middle of March.   

Once a list of those attending is formulated we will do meal planning for the weekend, and will let you 

know if there is anything you can contribute.  The cost of the retreat will depend on the number of women 

attending.  The cost will also be adjusted if you are just coming for the day, or spending the whole week-

end.  The approximate cost for the whole weekend is $140.00. 

We had a preregistration last fall, and have a number of women already signed up.  There is plenty of 

room for more.  In order to save on paper if you are able to attend please phone or email me.  My home 

phone number is 724-495-2146.  My email is pattistr@gmail.com. 

mailto:pattistr@gmail.com


 

 

What a joy to see so many willing (23 volunteers) to share their Christian love by serving at Manna in 

Aliquippa this past week (1/26/16).   Together we were able to serve a wonderful and tasty meal to 

almost 100 people.  We give thanks to those who consistently help, but are always looking to involve 

more men, women and children.  Ohio UP will be serving again on Tuesday, May 24th. 
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Nursery Volunteers 2016 
 

 

 

January 3 Kortney Marlatt  August 7 Eleanor Pike 

 10 Shannon Bruno   14 Gina Arzberger 

 17 Whitney Shaffer   21 Harriet Kulha 

 24 Brittany Smith   28 Rayna Knox 

 31 Sharon Neville     

    September 4 Holly DiCicco 

February 7 Wendy Dameron   11 Barb Corsi 

 14 Sallie Alviani   18 Sallie Alviani 

 21 Barb Corsi   25 Brittany Smith 

 28 Rayna Knox     

    October 2 Shannon Bruno 

March 6 Holly DiCicco   9 Whitney Shaffer 

 13 Gina Arzberger   16 Wendy Dameron 

 20 Brittany Smith   23 Rayna Knox 

 27 Shannon Bruno   30 Gina Arzberger 

       

April 3 Kortney Marlatt  November 6 Sallie Alviani 

 10 Wendy Dameron   13 Barb Corsi 

 17 Sharon Neville   20 Sallie Alviani 

 24 Barb Corsi   27 Eleanor Pike 

       

May 1 Sallie Alviani  December 4 Brittany Smith 

 8 Rayna Knox   11 Shannon Bruno 

 15 Shannon Bruno   18 Whitney Shaffer 

 22 Alaina Stroud   25 Wendy Dameron 

 29 Barb Corsi     

       

June 5 Harriet Kulha     

 12 Eleanor Pike     

 19 Alaina Stroud     

 26 Rayna Knox     

       

July 3 Shannon Bruno     

 10 Whitney Shaffer     

 17 Alaina Stroud     

 24 Harriet Kulha     

 31 Wendy Dameron     

 

If you are unable to be in church on the day you are scheduled please call Janis Lewis to fill in for you if you 
are unable to find a replacement.  She can be reached at 724-888-2687. 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 2016 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH VOLUNTEERS 2016 Children’s  Church 2016 
 

 

 

January 3 Family Sunday  August 7 Michelle Sebastian 

 10 Gina Arzberger   14 Brittany Smith 

 17 Patti Strominger   21 Corinna Petrella 

 24 Rayna Knox   28 Chris Hurni 

 31 Holly DiCicco     

    September 4 Family Sunday 

February 7 Chris & Kristy Otto   11 Chris & Kristy Otto 

 14 Corinna Petrella   18 Wendy Dameron 

 21 Elaine Verostek   25 Gina Arzberger 

 28 Bonnie Martin     

    October 2 Kristin Nan 

March 6 Wendy Dameron   9 Kristi Lucas 

 13 Joe Glatz   16 Bonnie Martin 

 20 Michelle Sebastian   23 Amy Muslin 

 27 Family Sunday-Easter   30 Elaine Verostek 

       

April 3 Kristin Nan  November 6 Patti Strominger 

 10 Amy Muslin   13 Joe Glatz 

 17 Chris & Kristy Otto   20 Sharon Neville 

 24 Kristi Lucas   27 Brittany Smith 

       

May 1 Brittany Smith  December 4 Michelle Sebastian 

 8 Joe Glatz   11 Chris Hurni 

 15 Chris Hurni   18 Family Sunday-Cantata 

 22 Corinna Petrella   25 Family Sunday 

 29 Family Sunday-Memorial Day     

       

June 5 Patti Strominger     

 12 Sharon Neville     

 19 Wendy Dameron     

 26 Dianne Kanitra     

       

July 3 Family Sunday     

 10 Kathy Lee Tolfa     

 17 Elaine Verostek     

 24 Holly DiCicco     

 31 Kristin Nan     

 

If you are unable to be in church on the day you are scheduled please call Janis Lewis to fill in for you if you 
are unable to find a replacement.  She can be reached at 724-888-2687. 



 

 JANUARY 2016 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Correspondence:  22 cards were sent out last month. 

Lunch Bunch:  Lunch Bunch will continue to be on the first Tuesday of the month.  Dates for this year will be May 

3rd, October 4th and December 6th. 

Friendship Group:  Friendship Group is scheduled to meet again at the church in March.   

After Church Fellowship:  Next After Church Fellowship is scheduled for February 28th. 

In December, deacons accompanied Pastor Nick to deliver communion to six of our church members at home.  

Next home communion will be scheduled for March. 

Leftover socks, gloves, hats and backpacks from the Mars Home for Youth Christmas presents will be donated to 

the school.  

                     Session Meeting Highlights-January 2016 

 Spent time with Deacons and Session going over expectations and provided overview of visioning process    
 during the previous two months. 

 Learned the loose offering for Meals on Wheels equaled $305.45.  The offering will go to purchase desserts for 
 Aliquippa MOW. 

 Learned one of the missions VBS will support this summer is the McCormick foundation.  School supplies will 
 be collected for distribution in Panama.  

 Approved the Beaver County YMCA to use the Fellowship Hall and a few classrooms this summer for their 
 Day-camp program.  The program will begin June 13 and run 11 weeks.  The program will be in the building 
 Mon-Fri 8am to 5pm and there will always be a permanent, full-time YMCA staff person on the premises.  

 Approved Refreshing Springs Ministry (a 1001 New Worshiping Community-aka PC(USA) church plant--in 
 Aliquippa) to use the van on Saturdays afternoon-evening, Tuesdays (9am-1pm), and Wednesdays (5pm-8pm) 
 for 2016 when the church is not using it. 

 Approved spending $100 to help sponsor Margaret Ross PTA 5k run/walk this spring. 

 Appointed new committee assignments. 

 Paul Hurni elected as Clerk of Session for 2016  



 

             THANK YOU!    

Happy New Year!  Thank you to Ohio UP Church for 

all your efforts to support our children this year.  Our 

children had another WONDERFUL Christmas!  As  

always, I don’t even know how to begin to express  my appreciation for your gifts of   

support.  Simply, you make such a difference in the lives of our kids.   
 

Amy Smith, Director of Development 
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