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race and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As I write this Lamplighter
article I can hear the joyous noises of little ones being read to and playing at the Garden of
Knowledge story time. It is wonderful to hear many young voices learning to play together and hear
Bible stories. They are learning the love of God as well as learning how God works in the world. I am also
writing this at the beginning of Advent. Advent is a season of anticipation.
Anticipation is an important word for the Advent season. When we anticipate something, we look forward to
what is to come. It involves being aware of what is coming, for better or for worse. It carries a connotation of
knowing that some event, some person, some thing is coming, and we look around to see signs of its arrival.
And so we anticipate the birth of children. We anticipate visits from friends and family. We anticipate holidays. Peyton told me yesterday that it was Christmas because of the snow. We see signs of what is to come
as we wait expectantly. For Peyton, the snow was the sign that it is Christmas.
At Advent we remember how Mary and Joseph and all of creation waited expectantly for Jesus Christ, the
Messiah, to be born. And during Advent we continue anticipating Christ’s return. Scripture proclaims that
Christ will return and set all things right and at that time He will consummate His everlasting Kingdom here.
In the meantime, we anticipate Christ’s everlasting Kingdom by looking for glimpses of the Kingdom here and
now. Jesus inaugurated and established the Kingdom of God (Matthew’s Gospel calls it the Kingdom of
Heaven) in His life, death, resurrection and ascension. So, the Kingdom has broken into the world, yet the
Kingdom is not everywhere. This we know all too well. But there are glimpses of the Kingdom, glimmers of
the Kingdom everywhere. I see a glimpse of the Kingdom each and every Wednesday during the Garden of
Knowledge story time. We see glimpses of the Kingdom each and every time we demonstrate the fruit of the
Spirit in the world.
A few weeks ago I witnessed a wonderful glimpse of the Kingdom of God. On this particular Wednesday, in
the span of a few short hours, I saw folks from CARES of Western PA (a community-based day program for
adults with intellectual disabilities who rents space at the church) meet together and then head out into the
community for the day. As they were leaving, mothers and their children began showing up for story time at
the Garden of Knowledge children’s library. When everyone had arrived, there were over 20 children and 12
adults. These children from the community—not all of them attend Ohio Church—listened to Biblical stories,
played games and worked on enrichment activities, while all the adults chatted and participated as well. And
as they were finishing up, the Friendship Group women—widows from the greater Hopewell community,
again not simply members of Ohio Church—began showing up for their monthly meal and time of fellowship.
In a few short hours, the whole spectrum of life and abilities were utilizing the church building, mingling with
each other and bringing joy to each other. Young energetic children, mothers seeking connection, widows
seeking fellowship and enrichment, adults with intellectual disabilities meeting together and contributing to
their community—all beloved image-bearers of God—were ministered to through this congregation. That is
truly a glimpse of the Kingdom of God!
So what glimpses of the Kingdom of God are you seeing? I encourage you and challenge you this Advent
season to be on the lookout for those glimpses of the Kingdom. And when you see them, share them. I look
forward to hearing your stories.
Grace and peace,
Nick

T’was the night before Christmas, he lived all alone, in a one bedroom house made of plaster and stone.
I had come down the chimney with presents to give, and to see just who in this home did live.
I looked all about, a strange sight I did see, no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.

No stocking by mantle, just boots filled with sand, and on the wall pictures of far distant lands.
With medals and badges, awards of all kinds, a sobering thought came to my mind.
For this house was different, so dark and so dreary, the home of a soldier, now I could see clearly.
The soldier lay sleeping, silent, alone, curled up on the floor in this one bedroom home.
The face was so gentle, the room in such disorder, not how I pictured a United States soldier.
Was this the hero of whom I’d just read? Curled up on a poncho, the floor for a bed?
I realized the families that I saw this night, owed their lives to these soldiers who were willing to fight.

Soon around the world, the children would play, and grownups would celebrate a bright Christmas day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year, because of the soldiers, like the one lying here.
I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone, on a cold Christmas Eve in a land far from home.
The very thought brought a tear to my eye, I dropped to my knees and started to cry.
The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice, “Santa don’t cry, this life is my choice;
I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more, my life is my God, my country, my corps.”
The soldier rolled over and soon drifted to sleep. I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep.
I kept watch for hours, so silent and still, and we both shivered from the cold evening’s chill.
I didn’t want to leave on that cold, dark night, this guardian of honor so
willing to fight.
Then the soldier rolled over and with a voice soft and pure, whispered
“Carry on Santa, it’s Christmas Day, all is secure.”
One look at my watch, and I knew he was right. “Merry Christmas my
friend, and to all a good night.”
-Written by Lance Corporal James M. Schmidt/submitted by Shirley Fluharty

ANNIVERSARIES

Shane McLynden 12/5

Joel Mitchell 12/18

Holly & William DiCicco 12/18

Lynn Smith 12/6

Mark Muslin 12/18

Cherryl & Zbig Lachowicz 12/27

Chandler Dameron 12/7

Ken Strominger 12/20

Wendy & Russell Dameron 12/28

Wendy Dameron 12/7

Kristine Dameron 12/20

Jason & Gina Arzberger 12/30

Sherri Murdoch 12/9

Kathy Fouse 12/21

Roberta Smith 12/10

Kathy Lee Tolfa 12/25

BIRTHDAYS

Dale Fouse 12/12

Mark Douglass 12/27

MacKenzie Petrella 12/01

Joyce Groves 12/12

Daniel Palmer 12/29

Whitney Shaffer 12/3

Joe Glatz 12/13

Andrew Arzberger 12/30

Emily Bokor 12/5

Betty Martin 12/17

Jane Hilliard 12/30

Piper Bokor 12/5

Joel Kapton 12/18

The Little Free Pantry
provides snacks and meal
items for those in our
community in need.
Please help keep it
stocked this Christmas
season.

The Christian Education
committee is working on
obtaining names of individuals
who have worked with our youth
through the years. There are
plans to honor these individuals
on the wall outside
The Garden of Knowledge.
Please pass any names along to
the church office or a current
Sunday School teacher.
Thank you!
We are ringing the Salvation Army Kettle
Bell at Kuhn’s again on
Saturday December 15th.
There are 1 hour time slots from 10:00
am to 6:00 pm. Sign up in the narthex
or see Sallie Alviani if you have any
questions. Bring your kids or grandkids,
bring your friends. It’s a fun way to help
others this Christmas!

SPEAK WITH SALLIE ALVIANI IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN GOING

SPECIAL DATES
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16

CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAZAAR
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
10:00 AM TO NOON

December 24
6:00 PM
COMMUNION

WILL BE
CELEBRATED

Join us Christmas morning as we
joyously celebrate Jesus’ birth!
Come in your PJs!

COOKBOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFTS!
Did you know that Ohio UP still has church
cookbooks available for purchase? At only $10,
each 3-ring binder style cookbook is a great value and is full of over 600 delicious recipes from
our fabulous cooks. They make great gifts or a
great addition to your own kitchen. If interested, stop into the church office during the
week or see someone from the Women’s
Association before or after worship.
Proceeds benefit the Building Fund.

Angels in the Snow

HOPEWELL COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS JAZZ CONCERT
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10
7:00—9:00 PM
OHIO UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1236 Longvue Ave., Hopewell Twp.

What a joy it is remembering
A Christmas long ago,
Lying down and making patterns
of angels in the snow.
Each child would choose so carefully
His very special place
Then, falling backwards, rapidly
Create angel lace.
Sometimes we'd make a choir
Of angels, big and small,
Lined up in frozen wonder;
The sight would thrill us all.
When the angels all were finished
By my playmates and by me,
They were lovelier than any
Upon a Christmas tree.
By Claire Dutton Williams

Free Will Donations Accepted

Refreshments!

NOVEMBER SESSION MTG. HIGHLIGHTS


Motion to approve CARES of Western PA contract
renewal for 2 years instead of 1 year did not pass. Will
continue to approve contract with CARES on an annual
basis.



Verbal report on greeters at side door heard. Further
discussion tabled until January 2019.



Motion to approve Girl Scout Troop 10102 meeting for 2018-19 year on the same nights as
Girl Scout Troop 10165 passed.



Motion to approve 3.5% Presbytery recommended Cost of Living Adjustment for all staff
passed.



Request to consider hosting MOPS tabled until further information regarding the program
is gathered by Pastor Nick.



Received report of Nominating Committee, including full slate of officers for November
congregational meeting.

NOVEMBER 2018 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Correspondence: Deacons mailed out 33 cards in October.
Extra Care List
Deacons are trying to deliver soup or cookies this month to our church members on the Extra
Care list, but, unfortunately, because we have such a long list and many who live quite a
distance away, some will only receive cards. Thank you so much to the church members
who help the Deacons with their deliveries and visits. If you would like to help in the future,
please talk to a Deacon or give the church office a call. Thank you!
Friendship Group
December 12th: Lunch at the church will be lasagna, salad, rolls, and ice cream.
Entertainment will be provided by the Blackhawk High School Chamber Orchestra.
Little Free Pantry
Thank you so much for your faithful donations to our Little Free Pantry.
Backpack Program
We deliver 27 food bags a week to needy students at the Hopewell schools. Elks have
received another grant which will be used to purchase food to put in the backpacks.
Deacon Greeters
December: Nancy Hribar and Rich Palmer

DECEMBER CALENDAR

Special dates
2

9:00 am
Roths special Sunday school
After worship Gingerbread Houses
Soup Sale

3

6:30 pm

Handbells

5

10:00 am
1:00 pm
6:00 pm

Story Time
Ruth Circle (date change)
Deborah Circle dinner at Hall’s

A merry balance

6

7:00 pm

Choir/Cantata practice

In Luke 10:38-42, Martha gets a bad rap. After all, we
need Marthas to get things done and to show hospitality.
(Note that Martha is the one who opens up her home to
Jesus in the first place!)

8

10:00-Noon

Christmas Cookie Bazaar

10

6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Property Mtg.
Community Christmas Jazz
Concert

11

10:00 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Young Life Prayer Team
Deacons Mtg.
Session Mtg.

12

10:00 am
Noon

Story Time
Friendship Group

13

6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Delivering gifts to Beaver Elder
Care
Choir/Cantata practice

15

10:00 am to
6:00 pm

Salvation Army Bell Ringing at
Kuhn’s

16

10:00 am

Children’s Christmas
Musical

17

6:30 pm

Handbells

19

10:00 am

Story Time

20

7:00 pm

Choir/Cantata practice

22

9:00 am

Cantata dress rehearsal

23

10:00 am

Christmas Cantata
No Sunday school

24

6:00 pm

Candlelight Service w/
communion

25

10:00 am

Christmas Morning
“worship In your PJs”

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First Sunday of Advent, December 2, 2018
Second Sunday of Advent, December 9, 2018
Third Sunday of Advent, December 16, 2018
First day of winter, December 21, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23, 2018
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2018
Christmas Day, December 25, 2018
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2018

Marthas are needed in December, but holiday preparations shouldn’t shift our focus from the reason for the
season. When we become “worried and distracted” as
Martha did (v. 41, NRSV), we’re tempted to trade God’s
“one thing” (v. 42) for the world’s many worthless
things. Yet if we’re only like Mary, we may forget to let
the world know who we’re celebrating!
So this Christmas, keep a proper balance between your
inner Mary and your inner Martha. Take time to “be
Mary,” kneeling at the manger, so that all the merry
things you do as Martha have meaning and serve the
newborn king.

26-27 Office Closed
30

No Sunday school

