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Maranatha.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Our Lord has come.  Maranatha 
is a Greek transliterationðto represent or spell a word in the 
characters of another alphabetðof an Aramaic word.  The Greek 
transliteration is printed as one word while in Aramaic it is actually 
two words, each with different translations.  Marana tha, a future 
imperative meaning ñCome, our Lord!ò.  Or maran atha, express-
ing a completed event in the past, meaning ñOur Lord has come.ò   
 
You may be asking yourself right about now, who cares about the 
word maranatha and whether it is two words or one?  Since the 
first century, Christians have been uttering the word maranatha 
as part of prayers and liturgy during the Advent season.  The 
Companion to the Book of Common Worship says this: ñThe cry 
of maranatha and the season of Advent emphasize both our re-
membrance of the past and our hope for the future.  We live be-
tween the marana tha, our prayer for the future coming of the 
Lord, and maran atha, our belief that the Lord has come as Godôs 
ultimate act in history.ò 
 
During Advent we patiently and expectantly wait for the One who 
has already come.  We wait and anticipate the day when He will 
return and set all things right and new when He restores all of 
creation.  Again, the Companion to the Book of Common Worship 
is instructiveðñWe hope for the restoration of the afflicted, the 
tormented, and the grieving, yet we delight that healing has come 
in Christ.  We long for the beating of swords into ploughshares, 
yet we rejoice that the Prince of Peace has appeared.  We yearn 
for the barren deserts of our inner cities to flourish, yet we laud 
the desert Rose that has bloomed.  We dream of the land where 
lions and lambs live in harmony, yet we acclaim the child born to 
lead us into the promised land.ò  Christ has come!  Christ is risen!  
Christ will come again!   
 
Advent is a season of waiting in the in-between time.  Jesus has 
come and inaugurated His Kingdom.  Yet, the Kingdom is not 
everywhere.  The Kingdom is here and yet it is still coming.  Ma-
ranatha, Our Lord has come.  Come, Lord Jesus.   
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Pastor Nick 



 2 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

1    MacKenzie Petrella  

3 Whitney Shaffer  

4 Jonathan Psik  

5 Tracy Pasquarelli  

      Shane McLynden  

6    Lynn Smith 

7 Wendy Dameron  

      Russell Dameron  

 Chandler Dameron  

9 Sherri Murdoch  

10 Roberta Smith  

12 Dale Fouse  

 A J Kokoskie  

 Joyce Groves  

13 Joe Glatz  

17 Betty Martin  

18 Mark Muslin  

20 Ken Strominger  

      Kristine Dameron  

      Kathy Fouse  

25  Kathy Lee Tolfa  

27  Mark Douglass  

29  Danny Palmer  

30  Jane Hilliard  

  Andrew Arzberger  

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Holly & Billy DiCicco  12/18  

Zbig & Cherryl Lachowicz  12/27  

Russell & Wendy Dameron  12/28  

Jason &Gina Arzberger  12/30  

SAVED BY THE BELL  

The gift of your time makes a big difference for 

families in need 

How can you spread holiday cheer, and help our  

struggling neighbors at the same time?  By volunteer-

ing as a bell -ringer!  

The Salvation Army is approaching its most important 

giving season of the year.  The money we raise during 

our Red Kettle Campaign helps fund our programs all 

year long.  

In order to make this yearõs campaign a success, we 

need the help of kind friends like you.  Best of all, you 

can sign up individually or in pairs and groups!   

Sign up in the narthex to ring the bell at Kuhnõs Market in Hopewell on Saturday,           

December 16th.  One hour time slots are available from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  



 3 

 

LITTLE FREE PANTRY 

Thank you to Ashley and Carol, fitness 

instructors at All Zen and Fitness    

Studio in Hopewell.  They collected 

items for our Little Free Pantry the 

month of November.  If youõd like to 

get Ripõd with Carol or take a PiYo 

class with  Ashley, look them up online 

at https://www.allzenfitness.net/  

BEAVER ELDER CARE VISIT 

The Deacons invite you to join 

us on Wednesday evening,    

 December 13th at 6:30 pm 

at Beaver Elder Care to          

distribute gifts provided by the 

Deacons.  Most of the residents 

will be in the common area 

playing Bingo, but some will be 

in their rooms.  Please consider 

joining us to brighten 

their day with a gift, a 

smile and a            

Merry Christmas! 


