Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ.
It is here again, another Advent and Christmas season is upon us. Most
of us are used to the new year beginning on January 1, but in the
church the new year begins with Advent. Many of us don’t realize (I
certainly did not until recently) that the Church has its own calendar
with its own seasons. The seasons of the Church calendar are ordered
around the birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ.
Why does the Church calendar order itself around Jesus? It is because
He is the visible image of the invisible God and in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell (Colossians 1:15-20).
Inside this issue:
The season of Advent lasts for the four Sundays leading up to Christmas
and ends on Christmas Eve. The season of Christmas then begins on
Christmas Day and lasts until Epiphany, twelve days later—this is
where the popular Christmas carol 12 Days of Christmas gets its name.
Advent is a season of expectation and of preparation. We prepare for
and remember the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Incarnate
second person of the Trinity, Immanuel—God with us. Advent is also a
season of preparation and patient waiting for Christ to return, when
He will restore the Creation and take His place as the rightful ruler of
the cosmos. It is a season of reflection, of fasting, and anticipating. But
it is also a season of celebration—God sent His Son to reconcile us to
Him, restoring us to what we were created to be. There is truly no
greater cause for celebration. So, as the days get shorter, the nights get
longer and it feels like darkness is taking over, remember the Light that
was born in the darkness. And hear these words from Saint John the
apostle, “the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.” (1 John 2:8)
May you rejoice in the True Light this season.
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BIRTHDAYS
3 Whitney Shaffer
4 Jonathan Psik
5 Tracy Pasquarelli
6 Lynn Smith
7 Wendy Dameron
Chandler Dameron
9 Sherri Murdoch
10 Roberta Smith
12 Dale Fouse
Bob Lang
A J Kokoskie
Joyce Groves
13 Joe Glatz
17 Betty Martin
18 Mark Muslin

20
21
22
25
27
29

Ken Strominger
Kathy Fouse
Angela Carnright
Kathy Lee Tolfa
Mark Douglass
Kyler McWithey
Danny Palmer
30 Jane Hilliard
Andrew Arzberger
ANNIVERSARIES
Holly & Billy DiCicco 12/18
Zbig & Cherryl Lachowicz 12/27
CR & Nancy Shade 12/27
Russell & Wendy Dameron 12/28
Jason &Y Gina Arzberger 12/30

As a way to avoid telemarketing phone calls, you can register your
phone number on the National Do Not Call Registry and also on
the Pennsylvania Do Not Call List.
1. National Do Not Call Registry: 1-888-382-1222
Most telemarketers cannot call your telephone number if it is in the
National Do Not Call Registry. You can register your home phone
number and cell phone number for free. You can register by calling
toll-free 1-888-382-1222. You then follow the directions on the recording. All you have to do is press 1 for English, press 1 to register your phone number, and then enter your phone number with the
area code. Registering your number at this site is good for five
years or until the phone number is disconnected.
2. Pennsylvania Do Not Call List: 1-888-777-3406
You can register for the Pennsylvania Do Not Call List by calling toll-free 1-888-777-3406. A person will answer the phone and check your phone number to see if it needs to be added to the list or
if it is already on the list. If it needs to be added, then you just tell her your name and phone number. This is a permanent list which does not expire.
It may take up to a month for registering your phone number to become effective.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

DEBORAH CIRCLE-Deborah Circle will be held on Dec ember 9th at 6:00
pm at Vesuvio’s Restaurant in Center Twp. (in plaza across from Target).
LUNCH BUNCH-Lunch Bunch will be held on Tuesday, December 1st, at
noon at the church. The menu will be chicken with noodles, mashed
potatoes, ginger honey glazed carrots, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches,
fruit, peppermint ice cream and chocolate covered pretzels. We plan on
singing Christmas carols and reading A Cup of Christmas Tea.
FRIENDSHIP GROUP-Friendship Group will meet on Wednesday,
December 16th at the church. A meal of Salisbury steak, scalloped potatoes,
peas and carrots, Reuben salad and cake will be served. A high school chorus
will perform after lunch.
Please be in prayer for the family of our former
choir director, Chuck Ulmer. Chuck passed away
recently after an extended illness.
WISH TREE GIFTS

Gingerbread House Decorating
Sunday, December 6th
Following worship
If you did not sign up with the bulletin
insert you can still bring your own house
kit, available at Walmart, Target and
other area stores, and join in the fun!
If you have any questions, contact
Eleanor Pike @ 724-601-4007.

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Advent Devotionals are in the narthex!
They are in a clear round container and
there are several different ones to choose
from. There is no cost for the devotionals. If you would like to read the online
Advent devotionals from the Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary you can find them
at www.pts.edu/devotional

If you took a tag from the Wish
Tree in the narthex and have not
brought your gift to the church
yet please make sure to bring it
in asap. You do not have to wrap
the gift, but please make sure to
attach the tag so the gift can go
to the correct child. If you have
any questions, contact Gina Arzberger at
724-378-8848.

1st Annual Advent Celebration
When : Sunday, 12/13 @ 6:00 pm
Join us for a fun evening of cookies & hot
chocolate, games and a Christmas sing-along, stories and surprises! This is an
event for ALL AGES! Invite your friends
and family, too.
Contact Gina Arzberger
724-378-8848
Sherri Murdoch
724-375-0561
With any questions.
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ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS TODAY!
You have your choice again of red, white or
pink 6 inch poinsettias. The cost this year is
$8.75 each. If paying by check, please make
the check out to Ohio UP Church, and
write “poinsettias” in the memo line.
The flowers will decorate the sanctuary
through Christmas Eve. Please note on your
order if you would like to donate any to the
deacons for our shut ins.
The deadline to place your order is Thursday,
December 10th, so don’t delay!

POINSETTIAS ORDER FORM
NAME_____________________________________________________________
EMAIL OR PHONE NUMBER——————————————————————
NUMBER OF/COLOR OF POINSETTIAS _______RED_______WHITE_______PINK
GIVEN IN MEMORY OF/BY:_____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
GIVEN IN HONOR OF/BY:______________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
I would like to donate ________ flowers to the deacons.
Mail this form into the church with your payment or place in the offering plate by
Thursday, December 10th to guarantee your order.
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Join us in worship on Sunday, December 20th for

“What Child Is This?”
A Christmas Musical by Joel Raney
This Christmas cantata features both original and familiar
carols that are sure to inspire, thrill, inform, and entertain.
The seven musical selections are each colorful, bold statements in a variety of musical styles. Many are joyful and a
few are poignant and will touch hearts with the warmth that
congregations crave at Christmas time.

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGERS NEEDED!
Volunteers are needed to sign up on the bulletin
board in the Narthex for bell ringing at Kuhn’s Market.
Friday, December 11: (10 am to 7 pm)
Saturday, December 19: (10 am to 7 pm)
Sign up to ring by yourself, or grab some friends and
family to join you!

SPECIAL DECEMBER DATES:
December 6-Gingerbread House decorating
December 9-Deborah Circle @ Vesuvio’s @ 6 pm
December 10 & 11-Drive Thru Live Nativity @ Mt. Carmel 6-9 pm
December 12– Cookie Bazaar from 10 am-1 pm
December 13-Advent Festival @ 6 pm
December 19-Cantata rehearsal & lunch 9-noon
December 20-Christmas Cantata “What Child Is This?”
December 24-Christmas Eve candlelight services @ 5 & 8 pm
December 25-Merry Christmas!
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Ohio UP’s Christmas Cookie Bazaar!!!!
WHEN: December 12th
TIME: 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Proceeds to benefit the Building Fund
Come early for best selection!
If you signed up to bake for the bake sale, please bring your cookies to the church on Friday,
December 11th between 9 am and 4 pm. If you are unable to bring them that day, please make
arrangements with Patti Strominger for another time to bring them.

COMMUNION BREAD
This is for a double batch of dough (compared to the recipe in my grandmother’s cookbook). I
have found that it’s best to bake this much in 3 foil pie pans. I did try using regular cake pans
(worked OK) and Pyrex pans (did not work well). Depending on the oven, baking time can
vary up to 5 minutes longer, so check and wait if bread is not browning around the edges.
1 cup sugar

2 tsp baking powder,

1 cup milk

2 cups flour

½ stick butter

2 egg whites, beaten stiff

Combine sugar, milk, butter, baking powder and flour. Add the beaten egg white by folding it
into the batter. Pour into 3 greased and floured aluminum foil pie pans. Bake at 350 degrees
for 20 minutes. Cool slightly the turn out onto rack to finish cooling.
For Communion by intinction, prepare double the amount above (it’s easier to make 2 batches
than double the recipe again). Make the bread the night before and cut it into finger size pieces (about ½ inch by 2 inches). Let it cool covered just by a towel overnight to dry out and firm
up a bit. This will make about 150 pieces, which is enough for most Communion services.
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DEACONS MEETING SUMMARY-November 2015
Correspondence: 13 cards were sent out last month.
Lunch Bunch: Tuesday, December 1st at noon at the church.
Menu: Chicken with noodles and mashed potatoes, ginger honey glazed carrots,
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, fruit, peppermint ice cream, chocolate-covered
pretzels. We plan on singing Christmas carols and reading A Cup of Christmas Tea.
Advent Festival: Sunday, December 3th at 6:00 pm at the church. There will be
games, crafts, singing and cookies!
Friendship Group: Wednesday, December 16th at noon at the church.
Menu: Salisbury steak, scalloped potatoes, peas and carrots, Reuben salad, cake.
A high school chorus will perform.
New deacon moderator is Sherri Murdoch.
Deacons leaving us at the end of the year: Dolores Hartley, Bonnie Martin, Sharon
Neville, and Kathy Lee Tolfa-THANK YOU!
New deacons joining us: Jesseca Muslin, Donna Olexick, Richard Palmer, Elizabeth
Repman.-WELCOME!

Session Meeting Highlights


With the deacons, read 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 and discussed the body as a metaphor for the
church, and what part of the body our church is called to be. Looked at past church experiences
that have defined who we are to help us focus on what direction God is calling us.



Received slate of new officers who will serve on deacons and session



Learned the loose offering will go to Meals on Wheels on the following dates: Jan 17, 2016; April
17, 2016; Aug 27, 2016



Learned Christmas Eve service times will be 5pm and 8pm.



Learned Communion will be served on Christmas Eve and on Jan 10.



Learned that incoming new members will begin receiving a welcome package, consisting of a pic
ture directory, a wooden model of the church and a copy of the church history



Discussed updating the office copier with one that prints color, has a faster pages per minute, ac
commodates 11x17 paper size, and simplifies bulletin construction. The new copier would cost
$2,895.00 or $65.00/month for 60 months. Referred back to church staff to see if other machines
would have trade-in value.
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BUILDING FUND UPDATES
Pledge Drive: $39,773.70 received in
the 1st year. This is 71% of the
$56,160 we were hoping to receive in
the 1st year of our pledge drive. We
are asking every family to consider
giving $32.50 extra each month to go
toward the building fund pledge drive.
We know that some can give more
and others can give less. I would ask
you to look at your own giving to see if
you are able to meet or increase your generosity in this new year. When we all band
together, we can achieve great things.
Building Updates: We have two exciting announcements. The first, is that the contractor (Andrew Honess of Honest Contracting) has finished replacing all the 30 yearold, non-stained glass windows in the church. God blessed us with warm, sunny days
in the middle of November for the replacement and we are extremely grateful for that.
And we are looking forward to the energy savings these new windows will provide.
The second exciting announcement is that we have finally gotten our building permit
approved and the lift has been ordered. We are currently determining construction
schedules for the lift to be installed. We are hopeful that the lift will be completed
during January 2016!

The Christmas season is coming and we are
selling cookbooks for only $10.00. That is a
price drop of $5.00! These would make good
gifts for Christmas, weddings, showers, or just
giving one as a thank you gift. We still have
approximately 70 cookbooks. If you are newer
to Ohio UP, you may not be aware that we still
have copies of this great cookbook, so be sure
to check them out. A copy of the cookbook will
be in the Narthex if you’d like to see all the
great recipes inside. If you would like to have
one see Dorothy Elko or one or the ladies on
the Women's Association Board.
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BLIZZARD BAZAAR
Holiday Vendor Show
Proceeds Benefit the Toys for Tots Foundation

Sunday, December 6th
11am - 3pm
Robert Morris University
Charles L. Sewall Center
International Suite (3rd Floor)
6001 University Blvd.,
Moon Township, PA 15108
Featuring: Tastefully Simple, Pampered Chef, Avon
Rodan and Fields Skin Care, Jamberry Nails, Painted wine
glasses, Ruth Ann Jewelry, Gold Canyon Candles, Norwex
Cleaning Products, Usborne Books, It works! Wraps, LuLaRoe
Clothin, American Girl Doll Clothes, Wooden it Be Nice
& Homemade Burlap Wreaths
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KID’S PAGE
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Sun

28

21

14

6 2nd Sunday of Advent 7

3rd Sunday Advent

Gingerbread house
decorating

13
Advent Festival @ 6:00 p

20 4th Sunday of Advent
Christmas Cantata

27

Tue

Wed

5

Sat
4

Fri
3

11

12
Christmas Cookie Bazaar
10 a-1 p

Thu

December 2015
Mon
1
2
Lunch Bunch @ Noon
Women’s Assoc. @ 6:30 p

10
Rachel Circle
Staff Mtg. @ 6:00 p

9
Ruth Circle
Deborah Circle Dinner
6:30 p @

19
Cantata Rehearsal 9-12

8
Deacons @ 6:30 p
Session @ 7:00 p

18

15

16
17
Friendship Group at Ohio
UP

26

Happy New Year!

1/2016

25

31
New Year’s Eve
Church office closed

Church office closed

24
Candlelight services @
5:00 & 8:00 pm
Communion will be
served at both services

23

30

22

29
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The Lamplighter is a monthly publication of
Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001
Church Office Hours-Mon thru Thurs 9:00 am-3:00
Church phone (724) 378-3690
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