The Lamplighter is a monthly publication of
Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001
Church Office Hours-Mon thru Thurs 9:00 am-3:00
Church phone (724) 378-3690

Inside this issue…..
Pastor Nick’s Page
Christmas at Ohio UP
Birthdays/Anniversaries
Christmas in the Community
Deacons Meeting Highlights
Kid’s Page
Shirley’s Music Page
News from the Pews
Bible Quiz
Calendar for December

December 2014

It is here again, another Advent and Christmas season is upon us.
Most of us are used to the new year beginning on January 1, but in the
church the new year begins with Advent. The season of Advent lasts for
the four Sundays leading up to Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve.
The season of Christmas then begins on Christmas Day and lasts until
Epiphany, twelve days later—this is where the popular Christmas carol
12 Days of Christmas gets its name.
Advent is a season of expectation and of preparation. We prepare
for and remember the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Incarnate
second person of the Trinity, Immanuel—God with us. Advent is also a
season of preparation and patient waiting for Christ to return, when He
will restore the Creation and take His place as the rightful ruler of the cosmos. It is a season of reflection, of fasting, and anticipating. But it is also
a season of celebration—God sent His Son to reconcile us back to Him,
restoring us to what we were created to be. There is truly no greater
cause for celebration.
So, as the days get shorter, the nights get longer and it feels like
darkness is taking over, remember the Light that was born in the darkness. And hear these words from Saint John the apostle, “the darkness is
passing away and the true light is already shining.” (1 John 2:8)

May you rejoice in the True Light this season.

Pastor Nick
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“Silent Night”
Author—Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848
English Translation—John F. Young, 1820-1885
Composer—Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. “ Isaiah 7:14
Joseph Mohr was born in the lovely city of Salzburg, Austria, in 1792. As a boy he was active
chorister in the Cathedral of Salzburg. In 1815 Mohr was ordained to the priesthood of the Roman Catholic Church. Following his ordination, he served various parishes in the Salzburg area.
It was Christmas Eve in the Austrian Alps. At the newly constructed Church of St. Nicholas in
Oberndorf, a Tyrol village near Salzburg, Father Joseph Mohr prepared for the midnight service. He
was distraught because the church organ was broken, ruining prospects for that evening’s carefully
planned music. But Father Joseph was about to learn that our problems are God’s opportunities, that
the Lord causes all things to work together for good to those who love Him. It came into Father
Joseph’s mind to write a new song, one that could be sung organless. Hastily, he wrote the words,
“Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright…..” Taking the text to his organist, Franz Gruber, he
explained the situation and asked Franz to compose a simple tune. Soon Gruber completed his task of
writing the right tune for the new text. That night, December 24, 1818, “Silent Night” was sung for the
first time as a duet. The hymn was completed in time for the Christmas Eve Mass at the Church of St.
Nicholas in Oberndorf. and Father Mohr and Franz Gruber sang their hymn to the accompaniment of
Gruber’s guitar. Shortly afterward, as Karl Mauracher came to repair the organ, he heard about the near
-disaster on Christmas Eve. The carol spread throughout the entire Tyrol region, where it became popular as a Tyrolean Folk Song. Soon various performing groups such as the well-known Strasser Children’s
Quartet, Caroline, Joseph, Andreas, and Amalien—began singing “Tiroler Volkslied” at their performances, audiences were charmed. The Children began using the hymn in concert throughout Austria
and Germany.
“Silent Night” was first published for congregational singing in 1838 in the German hymnbook.
It was first heard in the United States in 1839 when a
family of Tyrolean Singers, the Rainers, used the music during their concert tour. At least eight different
English translations are known today. It was used in
America by German-speaking congregations, then
appeared in its current English form in a book for
Sunday school songs in 1863. The translation by
John F. Young is the version most widely used in this
country. Young was born at Pittston, Kennebec
County, Maryland, on October 30, 1820. He was ordained to the Episcopal Church and served a number
of years as a bishop in the State of Florida. Were it
not for a broken organ, there would never have been
a “Silent Night”.
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BORN IS THE KING-IT’S CHRISTMAS!
CHRISTMAS CANTATA 2014
For centuries, both the young and the old awaited Jesus’
arrival. And for centuries, His story has been worth retelling: From Mary and Joseph taking a cattle stall as a birthing
place after a long journey, or the shepherds receiving the announcement of the
birth of the Messiah by a multitude of angels, to the long and extravagant journey and visit by the Magi from afar. Though the story occurred over 2,000
years ago, it remains as riveting, compelling, and relevant to us today!
“Born unto us this day, a Savior
Gifted from heaven to a manger
The Hope of the world a Light for all mankind
All of the earth rejoice, it’s Christmastime!”
This year Ohio UP presents “Born is the King-It’s Christmas!”-an exciting multigenerational Christmas celebration that takes us through the story of Christ’s
birth in a way that will engage you like never before!
The Cantata Choir this year, under the direction of Jeff Davis, includes:
Sopranos-Dianne Kanitra, Eleanor Pike, Elaine Verostek, Evelyn Moss, Dorothy
Elko, Amy Muslin, Jennifer Davis, Christina Murdoch
Altos-Lois Davie, Sherri Murdoch, Emily Pasquarelli, Bonnie Martin, Kathy Lee
Tolfa, Julie Novacek, Crystal Saxon
Tenors-Jon Moss, Ed Hilliard, Shirley Fluharty, Lynn Smith, Harriet Kulha
Bass-Joe Glatz, Jim Verostek, Nick Barth, Jeff Davis
Narrators-Jim Novacek and Diane Gennaro

FREE CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER!
Don’t be alone or hungry this Christmas-spend the day at the
21st Annual Free Dinner Christmas Day
Held at Beaver Falls High School
December 25th
11:30 am-3:00 pm
Hosted by Christian Assembly CARE Outreach Ministry
(724) 846-3751
Everyone is Welcome!
Speak with Sallie Alviani for more information
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2nd Annual Christmas Cookie Bazaar
WHEN: December 13th
TIME: 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Proceeds to benefit the Building Fund
Come shop early for best selection!
Cookies for the Cookie Bazaar can be brought to the church on Friday, December 12th
from 12:00-4:00 pm. If you are unable to bring them at that time you can bring them on
Saturday morning by 9:00 am.
If you signed up to help with set up-they will be setting up on Friday afternoon at noon.
If you signed up to help with the sale on Saturday-plan to be there by 9:00 am if possible. If you have
any questions, please call Patti at 724-495-2146 or email at pattistr@gmail.com.

This year’s Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services will be at
5:30 & 8:00 pm.
Communion will be served at
both services.

FREE LIVE NATIVITY!
Mt. Carmel Evangelical Presbyterian Church
2720 Brodhead Rd. (corner of Kennedy & Mill St.)
DRIVE THRU from Kennedy Dr. or WALK THRU from
Brodhead Rd. (park at shopping plaza or in church lot)

DECEMBER 11 & 12 (Thursday and Friday) 6-9 PM
Come inside before or afterwards to enjoy refreshments, crafts for kids, and
Christmas music by local churches. Donations to benefit Aliquippa Impact
and Uncommon Grounds Café will be collected each evening and will go
directly to those ministries.
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BIRTHDAYS
4 Jonathan Psik
5 Tracy Pasquarelli
6 Lynn Smith
9 Sherri Murdoch
10 Roberta Smith
12 Dale Fouse
Bob Lang
AJ Kokoskie
Joyce Groves
13 Joe Glatz
17 Betty Martin
18 Mark Muslin
20 Ken Strominger
21 Kathy Fouse
22 Angela Carnright

25
27
29
30

Kathy Lee Tolfa
Mark Douglass
Kyler McWithey
Jane Hilliard
Andrew Arzberger

ANNIVERSARIES
12/27 Zbig & Cherryl Lachowicz
12/30 Jason & Gina Arzberger

Sign up to ring the SA
bell again this year at
Kuhn’s Market.
Our dates are Friday,
12/12 and Saturday,
12/20, from 10 am to
7 pm both dates.
Sign up for one or
more hour long shifts.
The sign up sheet is
on the bulletin board
in the narthex.

“Maybe Christmas
The Grinch thought,
doesn’t come from
a store”.
-Dr. Seuss
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DEACONS MEETING SUMMARY
Treasurer’s Report: Balance-$1,859.48 as of 10/31/2014
Lunch Bunch: Tuesday, December 2nd
Menu: chicken cacciatore with pasta, salad, breadsticks, peppermint ice cream and
cookies. Entertainment will be singing Christmas carols.
Friendship Group: November 19th at Noon at the church.
Menu: Ham balls, scalloped potatoes, coleslaw, vegetable, angel food cake
Brittany Smith will speak about scams.
Deacon Fellowship: Sunday, November 23rd, Hanging of the Greens
Menu: Soup and sandwiches, baklava
Clean-up day: Saturday, November 15th, 10 am. Bring cleaning supplies
Presbytery Meeting: Tuesday, November 18th. Deacons need to supply four cakes.
Deacons will distribute turkeys in November and increased amount of November gift
cards because of the holidays.

A SPECIAL BABY
Mark Lowry, who wrote the lyrics to the Christmas song “Mary, Did You
Know?” says he’s always been amazed by Mary’s silence at the cross, as her son
was being crucified. Maybe she was remembering back to that first Christmas,
he wonders, when she counted Jesus’ fingers and toes.
“I wonder if she realized then that those were the same fingers that had
scooped out the oceans and formed the seas. I wonder if she realized those
were the same feet that had walked on streets of gold and been worshiped by
angels. Those little lips were the same lips that had spoken the world into existence. When Mary kissed her little baby, she wasn’t just kissing another baby;
she was kissing the face of God.”
Mary silently watched her son die 33 years later, Lowry notes—not just
for the world but also for his own mother. “The baby boy she had delivered on
that first Christmas was now on a cross delivering her.”
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Hi again! Here it is December already and the end of another year. They do go fast or I go slower. I
hope you have enjoyed the little quizzes and along the way, have learned a little more about the Bible.
Here are the answers to the November quiz:
1. Stephen 2. Ethiopian Eunuch 3. Jesus 4. Simeon 5. Joseph 6. Pharaoh 7. Peter 8. Isaac
9. Samuel 10. Thomas 11. Ruth 12. Job 13. Boaz 14. Cain

December’s Quiz: Put the correct answer on the line (KJV used)
_________1. Who had surgery on him while he slept? (Gen. 2:21)

A. Isiaiah

_________2. What king had the first birthday party in the Bible? (Gen. 40:20)

B. Joseph

_________3. What prophet ate a scroll and found it sweet? (Ezekiel 2:9-3:3)

C. Absalom

_________4. What famous ship captain lived in a tent? (Gen. 9:21)

D. Serpent

_________5. What prophet walked around naked for three years? (Isaiah 20:3) E. John the Baptist
_________6. What prince had his hair cut only once a year? (II Sam. 14:26)

F. devil

_________7. What kinsman of Jesus was imprisoned for criticizing King

G. Pharaoh

Herod’s marriage to Herodias? (Matt. 14:3-5)
_________8. Who remained in prison at Philippi even after an earthquake

H. Peter

opened the prison doors? (Acts 16:26-28)
_________9. Who is the father of lies? (John 8:44)

I. Adam

________10. Who was the only animal that lied? (Gen. 3:1-5)

J. Noah

________11. Who preached at Pentecost? (Acts 2)

K. Paul & Silas

________12. What was Barnabas’s original name? (Acts 4:36)

L. Ezekiel
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KID’S PAGE
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December 2014
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Sat
5

13
Cookie Bazaar 10-1

Fri
4
College Care Pkg. packing at 9:30 a
Choir 7:00 p

12

Thu

3
Deacons 6:30 p
Westminster Conf.
7:00p

11
Rachel Circle
Choir 7:00 p

Wed

2
Lunch Bunch Noon
Women’s Assoc. 6:30
Budget Mtg. 6:30p

10
Wish Tree gifts due
Ruth Circle

Tue

1
Hand bells 6:30 p
Mission Mtg. 6:30 p

9
Session 7:00 p

19

Mon

8
Hand bells 6:30 p

18

Sun

7
Poinsettia orders due
Gingerbread house &
lunch

17

27
Wedding

16

Church office closed
31

25

15

23

30

26
Church office closed
Wedding rehearsal

20
Cantata practice &
lunch

22

29

24
Christmas Eve
Candlelight services @
5:30 & 8:00 pm

14
Youth Sunday

21
Christmas Cantata

28
No Sunday School
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