AChri stmas Bel

| heard the bells on Christmas Day

Their old, familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet

The words repeat

Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!
-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The Lamplighter is a monthly publication of Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001
Church Office Hours -Monday thru Friday 9:00 am -1:30 pm
Church phone (724) 378 -3690
Lamplighter deadline for articles ~ -21st of each month

G 'ON Jwli=ad
T80ST Vd ‘swybisH yinos
pred abelsod ‘'s'N
uoneziuebiQ 1j0ld-UoN

TOO0ST Vd “eddinbiy
anuaAy anAbuo 9£ZT
ya2I1nyD ueldIAgsald panun olyo




The Lamplighter

Ohio United Presbyterian Church
December 2012

Rev. Eric Powell, Interim Minister

Fall Sunday Schedule

Sunday School for all ages

at 9:00 am

Worship Service -10:00 am

Church office phone:
724-378-3690

Church email:
office@ohioupchurch.com

Church website:
www.chiopresbyterian.org

Church office hours
M-F 9:00 am -1:30 pm

Rev.

Eric Powe

724-743-3933

Rev.

Eric Powg

revdocpowell@verizon.net

P2

P3

P4

P5

P6

P7

P8

INSIDE This Issue

P9

Rev. Powe
message

STEP UP TO HELP

Volunteer
schedule

News from the
Pews

Birthdays/
Anniversaries

Youth Page
Mission Page

Christmas

P10 Concertinfo

| P11 Misc.

P12 Calendar

Dear Friends,

Call me Scrooge, if you want, but the older | get the more | ..”' Stpuk
the disparity between our cultural practices surrounding Thanksgiving a
Christmas versus the meaning of them.
Fridayo have to do with reverently gi
see, yet to many an American it would not be Thamksgiviaty American hold#yut
t hem. And what, pray tell, do nc éwmypdg
C 0 nt a cjust agkshpse whio get trampled to the floegtinyeand excessive drinki
have to do with the incarnation of Jesus Christ? Again, nothing that | can see, yet
the forefront of what makes for fAnews
do with the media industry, for while members of the media claim from time to time
and merely comment upon what they see, it is a fact that they are often guilty of sh
reporting in order to influence public opinion. So, perhaps | am merely reacting to
think not.

You see, something has struck me in a different way this year than in all the
confess that | dondot watch all that n
i ng. Recently | was barraged by a | d
anymore t is Aholidayd season; but , t hat
tlme oflyear'ﬂ) pgomotlng new cars, diamond jewelry, and expensive electronics, jy
Dd "P™%cdul d not hel p but question, AV
q%@oeulpllwe not celebrate, and be joyf
[ recognltion of the greatest gift ¢
to save us?,0 | argued with myself.
Isbdi d to myself, fABah, itds all a bungdg

But while contemplating such thoughts, and the wholegddéagofagitt hence, th
necessity sluyingifts in the first place in order to give them) being based upon the |
expensive gifts to the Christ Child, it struck me too how this same American culturg
caughup in the frenzy of shopping is the same culture that is slowly and deliberatel
very Christ who came to save us from our sin! For while there may be protests of
another, they are to little or no effect as one community after another takes down &
one courthouse after another removes the Ten Commandments from its walls. Wg¢
and the fun, but no sacrifice, no mention of sin, and thus, no Savior. It is at this po
of a brother i n s pitheiadthortédoclediabtasiioldacried sudhi
human futility with the cry, AvVvanity,

In the end, | am left with this one tdoS8ghta | | I give in a
to the tune of a different drummer 6?4
one time or another in our lives. Shall we conform to only that which the world and
will tolerate, or shall we serve without shame or compromise the Crucified and Ris¢
where there is friction between following Jesus Christ versus the world around us,
faithful all the while graciously angd
and that challenge will remain until He comes again. May we joyfully give witness
God in Jesus Christ, the greatest gift ever given, in every season.

And in the words of Tiny Ti m, nGo
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I n Christébés Love ®

Rev. Powell 2



Wonot You Pl ease St

The Session of Ohio UP Church is challenging the
congregation to please step up your giving in the New Year,
if at all possible, to meet the needs of the ministries we support.
The chart below details the current distribution of giving at Ohio UP.
This includes all communicant members of the church.
If you have any questions about what this chart represents,
please contact Paul Maged Finance Chair.




