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ñChristmas Bellsò 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day  

Their old, familiar carols play,  

And wild and sweet  

The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, goodwill to men!  

                       -Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
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    The Lamplighter  
Ohio United Presbyterian Church    

December 2012 
 

    Rev. Eric Powell, Interim Minister                                       

 Fall Sunday Schedule  
 

 Sunday School for all ages 
at 9:00 am  

 
Worship Service - 10:00 am  

 
 

 
 
 

Church office phone:  
724-378-3690 

 

Church email:  
office@ohioupchurch.com  

 

Church website:  
www.ohiopresbyterian.org  

 

Church office hours :   
M-F  9:00 am -1:30 pm  

 

Rev. Eric Powellõs home #:  
724-743-3933 

 

Rev. Eric Powellõs email: 
revdocpowell@verizon.net  
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Dear Friends, 
 

 Call me Scrooge, if you want, but the older I get the more I am struck by 
the disparity between our cultural practices surrounding Thanksgiving and  
Christmas versus the meaning of them.  What do the Macyôs parade, football games and ñBlack 
Fridayò have to do with reverently giving thanks to God for His blessings to us?  Nothing that I can 
see, yet to many an American it would not be Thanksgiving-a uniquely American holiday-without 
them.  And what, pray tell, do ñcompetitive shoppingò (Thatôs what I call it, for it can be a full-body 
contact ñsportò-just ask those who get trampled to the floor!), over-eating, and excessive drinking 
have to do with the incarnation of Jesus Christ?  Again, nothing that I can see, yet these come to 
the forefront of what makes for ñnewsò in America during this time of year.  Perhaps this has more to 
do with the media industry, for while members of the media claim from time to time to be objective 
and merely comment upon what they see, it is a fact that they are often guilty of shaping their 
reporting in order to influence public opinion.  So, perhaps I am merely reacting to their bias; but I 
think not. 
 

 You see, something has struck me in a different way this year than in all the past.  I must 
confess that I donôt watch all that much television, and so when I do, the ads can be rather surpris-
ing.  Recently I was barraged by a lot of ñChristmasò ads (Though it is impolitic to call it Christmas 
anymore-it is ñholidayò season; but, that too, is a laugh, for what ñholy dayò are we talking about this 
time of year?!) promoting new cars, diamond jewelry, and expensive electronics, just to name a few 
and I could not help but question, ñWhat does any of this have to do with the birth of Jesus Christ?!ò  
ñShould we not celebrate, and be joyful, and is it not right to give gifts to others and alms to the poor 
in recognition of the greatest gift ever given, the life of Godôs Only Begotten Son, sent into the world 
to save us?,ò I argued with myself.  ñYes,ò I had to admit, ñBut to such excess?ò  (This is where I 
said to myself, ñBah, itôs all a bunch of humbug!ò) 
 

 But while contemplating such thoughts, and the whole idea of gift-giving (and hence, the 
necessity of buying gifts in the first place in order to give them) being based upon the Magi giving 
expensive gifts to the Christ Child, it struck me too how this same American culture that is getting 
caught-up in the frenzy of shopping is the same culture that is slowly and deliberately rejecting the 
very Christ who came to save us from our sin!  For while there may be protests of one sort of  
another, they are to little or no effect as one community after another takes down a large Cross and 
one courthouse after another removes the Ten Commandments from its walls.  We want the party 
and the fun, but no sacrifice, no mention of sin, and thus, no Savior.  It is at this point I am reminded 
of a brother in spirit to Charlesô Dickensô Ebenezer-the author of Ecclesiastes who decried such 
human futility with the cry, ñVanity, vanity, all is vanity!ò 
 

 In the end, I am left with this one thought-òShall I give in and follow the herd, or shall I ówalk 
to the tune of a different drummerô?ò  That challenge, in one way or another, is put to each of us at 
one time or another in our lives.  Shall we conform to only that which the world and those around us 
will tolerate, or shall we serve without shame or compromise the Crucified and Risen Lord?  And 
where there is friction between following Jesus Christ versus the world around us, will we remain 
faithful all the while graciously and lovingly pointing to Him?  Thatôs the rub.  It always has been, 
and that challenge will remain until He comes again.  May we joyfully give witness to the love of 
God in Jesus Christ, the greatest gift ever given, in every season. 
 

 And in the words of Tiny Tim, ñGod bless us, every one!ò 
 

     In Christôs Love 

 
     Rev. Powell 
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 Wonôt You Please Step Up in 2013? 

The Session of Ohio UP Church is challenging the  

congregation to please step up your giving in the New Year, 

 if at all possible, to meet the needs of the ministries we support.   

The chart below details the current distribution of giving at Ohio UP.   

This includes all  communicant members of the church.  

If you have any questions about what this chart represents,  

please contact Paul Magee ïFinance Chair. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


