Visit Visit our website! www.ohiopresbyterian.org

The Lamplighter is a monthly publication of Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Ave., Aliquippa, PA 15001
Church Office Hours-Monday thru Friday 8:30 am-1:30 pm
Church phone (724) 378-3690
Lamplighter deadline for articles-21st of each month

Ohio United Presbyterian Church
1236 Longvue Avenue
Aliquippa, PA 15001

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
South Heights, PA 15081
Permit No. 5

The Lamplighter
Ohio United Presbyterian Church

Rev. Eric Powell, Interim Minister

Fall Sunday Schedule
Sunday School—9:00 am
Worship Service - 10:00 am

Church office phone:
724-378-3690
Church email:

office@ohioupchurch.com

Church website:

www.ohiopresbyterian.org

Church office hours:
M-F 8:30am-1:30 pm

Rev. Eric Powell’s home #:
724-743-3933

INSIDE This Issue

Rev. Eric Powell’s email:
revdocpowell@verizon.net

P2

Pastor’s
Article

P3

Pastor’s article
continued

P4

Skybacher
Ministries
Jr./Sr. High Youth
Page

P5

Birthday &
Anniversary/
Volunteers

P6

News from the
Pews

P7

Advent Season
Schedule

P8

Per capita/
Building fund
update

P9

Local Mission
Opportunities

P10 Christmas
Cantata,
Caroling...
P11 Poinsettias
orders

P12 Calendar

December 2011

Dear Friends,
Christmas will soon be upon
us! At the risk of being both repetitious of others in their comments about
Christmas and perhaps a bit cranky on
my part at the same time, I wish to suggest to you that our contemporary societal observance of this holiday is,
quite frankly, perverse. Now some of
you might be saying, “Duh! No kidding!” right about now while others
are wondering what I might mean.
The first definition of “perverse” offered up in my trusty old copy of Webster’s states: “turned away from what
is right or good: corrupt.” I submit to
you that most of what surrounds the
annual Christmas holiday has been
turned away from what is right or
good and has been corrupted by many,
both Christians and non-Christians
alike. And I am not merely talking
about the way we speak of this time of
year, as in the battle for language and
meaning between “Christmas” and all
non-Christian references such as
“Holiday Season”, “Sparkle Season”,
and the like which seeks to replace any
and all reference to the person of Jesus
Christ.
What I mean by perverse is that
not only those who wish to insult Jesus
by denying any acknowledgement of
His existence as well as those who
have “added” to the worship and adoration of Him have both robbed Him of
the glory and honor due Him, to one
extent or another. The first is rather
self-evident and in keeping with evil’s
desire to destroy God’s goodness

directly and purposefully, the
most horrific being the crucifixion of Jesus Christ Himself.
The second is far more subtle and insidious, to the point where we who
profess to honor Him can, by our practices if we are not careful, give Jesus
far less honor than He is due from us.
And thus, we can skew, or turn away,
from what is right and good and thus
corrupt the observance of Christ’s incarnation and birth. This corruption
reminds me of the verse from Isaiah
that “all our righteous acts are like
filthy rags” before God (64:6), a
“righteousness” that is filled with the
desire for the self to be right, rather
than to honor God’s “right-ness”which are two very different things.
This also calls to mind what theologians refer to as the Regulative Principle, which quite simply states that if we
are to worship God properly, we must
worship Him as He wishes to be worshipped, and not just any old way we
deem to be fit. Think of the difference
here between Cain offering “some”
versus Abel offering the
“best” (Genesis 4), or of Jesus talking
to the woman at the well about worshipping God the Father “in spirit and
truth.” (John 4:23) And I must not
forget the very first corruption of
God’s will recorded in the Bible – the
serpent’s perversion of God’s Word in
his temptation of the woman in the
garden. (Genesis 3)
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(Rev. Powell’s article concluded from page 2)

I could go on in writing about what
Sigmund Freud called the Pleasure Principle
and how we seek our own comfort physically,
emotionally and psychologically, how this ties
into Jeremiah 17:9 which states “the heart is
deceitful above all things and beyond cure,”
and follow up with John Calvin’s observation
that our hearts are “idol factories” and how
we are so prone to self-deception by putting up
images of our own creations and declaring
them to be God when they are far less than the
true and living God, but surely you are aware
of this already to one degree or another, are
you not? And I could comment upon the increasing intensity of this time of year and the
cacophony of voices vying for our attention
through ads, coupons, sales, pleas for help,
requests for contributions, invitations to this
event or that party in order to “observe the
season” and “make it special”, etc., etc., etc.
And of course, a lot of this is fun and special
and enjoyable and it all goes, to one degree or
another, to adding a sense of joy to the Christmas Season. But a thought keeps nagging at
me in the back of my mind that is quite frankly,
inescapable, which is this – “Am I honoring
Jesus Christ the way He wants to be honored
for His birthday? Or am I doing what I am
doing merely to please myself and others, all
the while trying to convince myself that this is
what He wants, too?”

though, their relationship worked out. But
what about you? How much do you really love
Him, if at all?
As I already mentioned, this is between
you and God. But let me suggest a way to begin to approach this question, a way that is
often for many very uncomfortable and difficult to manage – silence. Of all the images
portrayed for us in the Book of Revelation, the
one that intrigues me the most is that of Jesus
opening the seventh seal in verse one of chapter eight for it says, “When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for
about half an hour.” Wow. That has got to be
tough to manage! And consider the favorite
hymn of Christmas Eve services, “Silent Night,
Holy Night,” or of how many Christmas hymns
are gentle lullabies. Silence. It can be calming. But it can also be ominously scary. It can
precede a storm, or in this case, judgment. It
can be where we meet God face to face and
truly consider our relationship with Him, for
He has already declared in Jesus Christ His
love for us! (John 3:16)
What I am asking you to do, and I ask
that you do so very early in December before
the pace of events sweeps aside any good intentions you may have in this regard, is to take
some time – “alone time with God,” if you
will, and do the exact opposite that everyone
else around you is doing and stop, quiet yourself, and reverently be silent and dwell upon
Jesus Christ and consider how you would answer Him, “Do you love me?” I believe that if
you seriously wrestle with this now, you will
approach the holiday season with a greater
sense of peace, for your focus will be where it
belongs – upon honoring Jesus Christ, instead
of being distracted by all of that which seeks to
draw us away from Him, and thus pervert and
corrupt our walk with Him.

If you’ve had any of those same
thoughts and nagging questions at this time of
year, well, you’re not alone. And I’m not going to offer any simple platitudes or answers
here, either. Sorry, but I simply won’t go
there. These questions, and others related to
them are ones to which there is no one, pat,
universal, “one size fits all” answer. This is
between you and God, only – for each of us.
It’s personal that way. Just like Jesus did in
His reinstatement of Peter in John 21, He is, in
I wish you well in this endeavor, and
a sense, asking each of us, “Do you love me?”
And Jesus meant “agape” love, self-sacrificial “Merry Christmas!”
In Christ’s Love,
love. But as you no doubt remember, Peter
replied, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you”
using “philos,” which means pretty much in
Rev. Powell
today’s understanding merely, “I like you.”
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Ouch. At least Peter was honest. In the end,
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December Birthdays
4
5
6
7
9
10
12

13
17
18
19
20

DATE

Jonathan Psik
Ben Palmieri
Tracy Pasquarelli
Nathan Harmotto
Lynn Smith
Tristin Canonge
Sherri Murdoch
Roberta Smith
Dale Fouse
Bob Lang
Joyce Groves
Joe Glatz
Betty Martin
Mark Anthony Muslin
Connie Harmotto
Ken Strominger
Adam Gibboney

LITURGIST

NURSERY

21
25
26
27
29
30
31

9
17
18
22
24
27
30

Kathy Fouse
Kassi Miller
Kathy Lee Tolfa
Mark Douglass
Kyler McWithey
Jane Hilliard
Andrew Arzberger
Sean McMasters
December Anniversaries
August & Betty Schaeffer
Louis & Debbie Ceccarelli
Bill & Holly DiCicco
Michael & Alice Nestor
Randy & Marlene Leheny
CR & Nancy Shade
Zbigniew & Cherryl Lachowicz
Jason & Gina Arzberger

GREETERS

HOMEBOUND OF THE WEEK

12/4

Lynn Smith

Paul Hurni

Mary McCartney-Adair
Linda Duganich

Mary Radonovich
244 Princeton Dr.
Aliquippa, PA 15001

12/11

Donna Craig

Chris Hurni

Sharon Neville
Barb Tackac

Pat Wozniak
1203 Vermont Ave.
Aliquippa, PA 15001

12/18

Rev. Powell

Barb Tackac

Bev Abate
Sandy Nan

Grace Dye
3995 Washington St.
Apt. 3-F
Aliquippa, PA 15001

12/25

John Martin

Volunteer
needed

Sharon Neville

Vicki Mellott
3303 Cleveland Ave.
Aliquippa, PA 15001

12/24

Rev. Powell

Volunteer

Volunteer needed

Volunteer
needed

Sharon Neville

1/1/12

Rev. Powell

Mary Ondeyka
422 Beaver Ave.
West Aliquippa, PA 15001
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

WISH TREE GIFTS

LUNCH BUNCH

The Deacons are once again hosting
If you selected a Salvation Army “Treasures
Lunch Bunch in December. It will be on
for Children” tag or an ornament for the
Tuesday, December 6th at Noon. Anyone
Hopewell Conservation Club from the Wish
50 and older is welcome to attend.
Tree in the Narthex-thank you! The requested gifts are only a suggestion so the
The menu will be beef stew, coleslaw,
purchaser may use their own discretion
beverages and sherbet for dessert.
depending on the age of the child. The
After lunch you will be making a Christmas
date for returning your gifts is
craft.
December 4th for the Salvation Army gifts
To sign up, fill in the flyer in the church
and December 16th for the Conservation
bulletin or call the church office.
Club gifts. Please make sure to attach the
The deadline is Monday December 5th.
tag to your gift. Please use a gift bag for
the Salvation Army gifts. The Conservation
THE CHURCH BOOKSTORE IS READY FOR
Club gift can be wrapped if desired.
CHRISTMAS!
COOKBOOK NEWS

Don’t forget to stop into the Church BookDo you need a gift for a bridal
store this holiday season! There is a nice
shower, wedding or Christselection of Christmas cards, books, napmas? Do you know of somekins, greeting cards, and other seasonal
one who is a cookbook colgifts. Don’t drive all the way to Robinson
lector? Our cookbook is a perfect gift that or Cranberry without first checking us out.
will get many years of use! They are still on The Bookstore is update frequently, so stop
sale after the service in the room across
by often. All items are sold at a discount.
from the Pastor’s office. There are over
600 recipes included in the 3-ring binder- THE CHURCH LIBRARY IS OPEN!
style cookbook, which sells for only $15
When was the last time you
each. If writing a check, make it out to
visited the church library? If
the Ohio UP Women’s Association and
you haven’t been there in a
mark “cookbook” in the memo line.
while, or if you didn’t even
know we had a library, stop by after
*There is a correction needed to the recchurch
today! There is a nice selection of
ipe for Pumpkin Cake on page 128 in the
books to choose from-both fiction and
cookbook. Please add 2 cups flour to the
non-fiction.
ingredients list.
THANK YOU TO THE CONGREGATION

MEN’S SATURDAY BREAKFAST

The Session would like to thank everyone
who helped Ohio UP host the BeaverButler Presbytery meeting here on November 15th. We received many praises for
our hospitality from the 100+ people who
attended the meeting that evening.

If you are a man in this congregation, you
are invited to attend the Men’s Breakfast
each Saturday morning at 7:00 am at
George’s Restaurant. This is just a casual
fellowship opportunity for the men of this
family of faith.
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Advent Worship & Activities
November 27th

No Sunday school
1st Sunday of Advent
Communion

December 4

2nd Sunday of Advent

December 6

Christmas poinsettia orders due
Lunch Bunch w/Christmas Craft

December 11

3rd Sunday of Advent
Gingerbread Houses after worship

December 15

Pray & Play Christmas Party

December 17

Final rehearsal for Cantata/lunch

December 18

Christmas Cantata during worship
Christmas Caroling to homebound
members after worship

December 24

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
6:00 pm

December 25

Merry Christmas!
No Sunday school
Worship service at 10:00 am

January 1

Happy New Year!
No Sunday school
Worship service at 10:00 am
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U p d a t ed Totals
As of:

Soup Sale Building
Fund

11/13/11

$490.00

$6,126.22

Per Capita for 2011

Adult Bible StudyWestminster Confession of Faith
This month the class will be studying
the Attributes of God and the Trinity.
Class will continue to meet on
Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30
pm, with the exception December
28th, when we will not meet. It is
never too late to join the class and
there is no book to purchase.

Per-capita donations are the means by which individual
congregations of the Presbyterian Church have supported the work of their respective presbyteries, synods
and the General Assembly. For 2011 each church’s commitment is based on its roll of Active Members as of
December 31, 2009. Ohio United Presbyterian Church
is committed to fully support the funding of BeaverButler Presbytery, the Synod of the Trinity and the General Assembly and its offices-and it is all the more important to do so when relying upon their services in the
search for a new pastor! As we draw towards the close
of the year, the Session has become painfully aware that
we have heavily drawn upon the general fund in order
to try to fulfill our commitment.
The Per-capita amount for 2011 is $29.00 per member.
The reported membership as of 12/31/2009 was 409, for a
total obligation of $11,861.00. As of 11/20/2011, we have
received only $2,962.00 specified to meet this commitment, with a net deficit of $8,899.00. To put it another
way, less than 25% of the members have supported this
important commitment. If you can please help fulfill our
obligation above and beyond your regular giving, your
sacrifice would be very much appreciated.
If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to
either Rev. Powell or one of the Elders currently
serving on the Session. Thank you.

Your Pastor Nominating Committee:
Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville
Please keep them and their families in your prayers as they continue
to work through the process of finding your next installed pastor.
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includes a growing list of perwith the owner. A second early
sonnel/organizations that are
project underway for the buildinterested in partnering on mis- ing space is a gym/training facilsion work within the city, a track- ity with a mission focus targeted
ing list of proposed projects that at young adults. Early work on
will be prioritized by church/
that portion of the building has
organization leaders, and a list
already begun.
of proposed ongoing programs.
The overall current program
focus
is to engage as many orVolunteers Needed for One initial program that is genganizations and people as possierating significant interest is the
New Local Mission
ble into the Aliquippa Missions
Bike Messenger program, which
Program. For more information
Program!
will collect used bikes/parts and
on the program and how you
repair them for donation to peocan get involved, visit the new
ple who need them (focusing on
he Aliquippa Missions Aliquippa). Modeling after other A.M.P. (Aliquippa Missions Program) Facebook page, or call
Program (A.M.P.) is a new colprograms we’ve heard of in
Lee
Montanari at 412-877-6160.
laborative effort of Aliquippa
other cities, we envision estabYou can also call the Ohio UP
area churches and organizalishing a program where people
Church office for more info.
tions. This is an outgrowth of sev- volunteer a certain number of
eral mission projects completed
hours to earn their bike.
**The Aliquippa Missions
in the past 2-3 years by individuProgram has already received
The desire is to locate the Bike
als from Aliquippa Impact, the
enough initial help to allow us to
Messenger
shop on Franklin Ave.
Uncommon Grounds Café, Mt.
start collecting used bicycles for
in downtown Aliquippa.
Carmel Presbyterian Church,
the Bike Messenger program! If
Through
discussions of options
and Crestmont Alliance Church.
you have a used bike(s) you are
with John Stanley from UnComSome of these included the
willing to donate, please give
mon
Grounds Café, a potential
Aliquippa Impact houses at 770
the Ohio UP church office a call
building was identified that
and 1152 Franklin Ave. summer
and arrangements can be
could
house the Bike Messenger
mission weeks, and flood recovmade to collect it/them.
ery response through the Café. shop and a number of other mission related ideas.
An Aliquippa Missions Program

T

plan was recently drafted, and
is being circulated through various churches and organization
leaders for input. The plan

As of this writing, walk-throughs
of the building and initial opportunity discussions are in progress

Donations and Volunteers are Needed for the 18th Annual
Free Christmas Dinner!

n’t
! Do
e
m
.
elco
one
e W tmas al
n
o
s
ry
Eve nd Chri
e
sp

Sunday, December 25th
11:30 am-3:00 pm
At Beaver Falls High School, 8th Ave., Beaver Falls
Hosted by Christian Assembly of Beaver Falls
What is needed? New items of clothing, toys, toiletries, cosmetics, etc.-the items do not
need to be wrapped. Also, monetary gifts are greatly appreciated to purchase whatever is
not received. Last year, over 1100 people spent the day with us and enjoyed a wonderful meal and a great time of fellowship. Please help us to continue this wonderful outreach. Hope to see you! CARE Outreach (724) 846-3751.
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GINGERBREAD HOUSE
DECORATING & LUNCH
When? Sunday, December 11th
Time? 11:15 am (after worship)
Place? Ohio UP Social Hall
Cost? $11.00 for each house
$4.00 for each lunch (pizza, salad, beverages)

Order your own gingerbread house kit and plan on
staying after church on December 11th to decorate it and enjoy a lunch of pizza, salad and drink. The houses will be preassembled so come ready to get creative!
To order your kit(s) and to let us know if you’ll join us for lunch, fill out an insert
from the worship bulletin or call the church office. The kits come complete with
everything you need to make your own gingerbread house, but feel free to
bring extra candies to make your house unique.

All Church Christmas
Caroling
December 18th
After worship
Bring some warm clothes
and stay after worship to
go caroling at our local homebound’s
homes.
A homemade Chicken Noodle Soup lunch
will be provided immediately after the worship service to heat us up before venturing
out into the cold. If you choose not to take
advantage of the lunch, plan to be at the
church to leave for caroling at 12:30 pm.
Please RSVP with the bulletin insert or call
the church office or Patti Strominger.

Come on Sunday,
December 18th
And enjoy the Ohio UP
Choir’s annual
Christmas Cantata
From the highly acclaimed Let’s Sing series
comes another Dennis and Nan Allen
creation–A Song in the Air. This musical
includes songs from Chris Tomlin,
Michael W. Smith, Bill and Gloria Gaither,
Martin Smith, and David Meece, as well as
many favorite traditional Christmas hymns.
What a wonderful way to celebrate this
joyous Christmas season!
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We are now taking orders for poinsettia plants to adorn
the Sanctuary for the Christmas Cantata and the Christmas service. The price per plant is $8.50.

The deadline to place your order is
December 6th so don’t delay!
We would like the Poinsettia plants to be displayed until
after the Christmas day worship service.

y!

I would like _____red poinsettias (how many)
I would like _____white poinsettias (how many)

oda
T
rs

ou

rY
rde

O

I would like _____pink poinsettias ( how many)
My payment of ___________ ($8.50 each x # of plants ) is included.
Checks may be made payable to Ohio UP Church (memo: poinsettias)
Place order form in offering plate or mail into church office.
In Memory of_________________________________________________
In Honor of___________________________________________________

Make your preparations ‘Advent’-urous
Advent-the first season of the liturgical year-includes the four Sundays and weeks
prior to December 25. Advent dates from the fourth century, when it lasted 40 days
and included fasting and solemnity, much like Lent.
Advent is from Adventus, Latin for “coming,” referring to Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem and
also his second coming. The traditional colors of Advent are purple for penitence or
blue for hope.
Observing Advent is a meaningful, adventurous way to prepare for Christmas. Buy or
make an advent wreath and use candles of your choice: four blue, four purple, or
three blue or purple and one pink. If you have a fifth spot, add one white Christ
candle. During meals or devotions, light only one candle the first week. Add another
for each new week (the pink candle traditionally marks the third week), concluding with
the white candle (if you have one) on Christmas. The increasing light reminds us
we’re getting closer to celebrating Christ’s light coming into the world.
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Sun

Tue

Wed

Thu
2

10

3

Skybacher Broomball
Tournament @ Brady’s
Run Ice Arena 10p-1a

16

23

30

Sat

New Year’s Eve

31

Christmas
Eve 6:00 pm

24

Cantata rehearsal/lunch
9:00 am

17

9

Fri

December 2011
Mon

1
Pray & Play 6:00 pm

6
Lunch Bunch-Noon
Fellowship/
Membership 6:00 pm

15
Pray & Play Christmas
Party 6:00 pm
Choir 7:00 pm

4

5
Bells 6:30 pm
Vision Com. 7:00 pm

13

14
Ruth Circle-Noon
Cub Scout 6:15 pm

8
Rachel circle 12:45 pm
Pray & Play 6:00 pm

12

Session 7:00 pm

7
Deacons 6:30 pm
Cub Scouts 6:15 pm

11
Bells 6:30 pm

Make Gingerbread
Houses after worship

2nd Sunday of Advent

3rd Sunday of Advent

21

28

20

27

19

18

26

29
Pray & Play 6:00 pm
Choir 7:00 pm

22
Pray & Play 6:00 pm
Choir 7:00 pm

4th Sunday of Advent
Christmas Cantata
Caroling after worship

25 No Sunday School

Church office closed
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