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Worship December 5, 12, 19, 26 

@ 8:30 & 11:00 am 

Christmas Cantata on 

 December 19th @ both services 

December 24—Christmas Eve  

Candlelight Service 

And Communion @ 6:00 pm 

____________________ 

 

Worship Time Changes 
Next Month! 

 
Beginning on Sunday, 

January 2nd  
There will be one worship 

service instead of two 
 

The new worship times: 
 

Sunday School - 9:00 am 
Worship Service - 10:00 am 

 

————————— 
 
 
 
 

Elders of the Month: 
 

Jim Novacek 

Harriet Kulha 
 

Deacon of the Month: 

Patty Slezak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Office is 

 open from  8 am-1pm  

Monday thru Friday 

Dear Friends, 

     The Session is pleased to announce the hiring of Michael Spicuzza 

as Ohio U. P.’s new Youth Director.  Elsewhere in the newsletter 

there is a biographical sketch introducing him to the congregation.  His primary 

area of emphasis will be youth ministry, especially to the teens, and he begins his 

work with us December 1st.  Ohio Church has a long history of youth ministry, and 

the Session recognizes the importance of continuing and expanding this work.  We 

welcome Michael and look forward to him serving Jesus Christ with us. 

 

     Along these same lines, the old van has been sold.  While it had relatively low 

mileage, the almost two decades of setting outside in all kinds of weather took its 

toll.  The Session has decided to purchase a replacement van, and for safety and 

insurance reasons we are intending on getting only a 12 passenger one instead of 

a 15.  If a low mileage, late model one in excellent condition is available, we will 

go for that.  But we recognize such criteria make finding one difficult.  We realize 

that we very well may have to buy a new one, which will cost around $30,000.00 

to $32,000.00.  This is why we are having various fundraisers – the soup sale in 

November, the Chick-Fil-A cheesecake and calendar sale in December, and  

possibly something else in January.  Due to the abysmally low interest rates, the 

Session has decided to cash-in a Certificate of Deposit that has matured and apply 

it to the cost of the replacement van, too.  This, plus the cash from the sale of the 

old van, donations made by some, plus what has been raised so far through the 

soup sale puts us at the time of the writing of this article at approximately 

$11,000.00, or one third of the way to the cost a new vehicle! 

 

     The Session has considered whether or not owning a van is right for the church 

at this time, and came to the conclusion that it makes the most sense and is per-

haps the next most important ―tool,‖ if you will, after the church building itself for 

conducting ministry.  Having and using a church van gives a lot of freedom and 

flexibility for doing things with the youth, going on outings, trips, etc. as well as 

lessening the burden of carpooling for larger excursions such as mission trips. 

 

     Please consider how you might be able to contribute to raising the funds to buy 

the next van – whether through participating in one of the fundraisers or through 

a personal contribution.  Most importantly, though, please pray for Michael as he 

begins his ministry with us, and for God’s wisdom to be poured out to us as we 

seek to be faithful to His calling to be a witness to Jesus Christ. 

 

                          (continued on page 3) 

Rev. Eric Powell, Interim Pastor 
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(Pastor’s article continued from page 2) 

     I know finances are tight for many, many people right now as our nation continues to struggle with 

high unemployment, high taxes, and the devaluation of our currency – all of which could trigger high 

inflation in the near future.  These are uncertain times in which we live – but in all reality, I recognize 

that only God’s love for us is absolutely certain, His love proclaimed through the gift of His Only  

Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, born to save us from sin and death.  When all around us seems to be fleeting 

and falling apart, we can turn to God, our Rock, and find security in Him.  May we all rediscover that 

joy of knowing Christ as Savior and Lord this Christmas season.  

 

              In Christ’s Love, 

 

     Rev. Powell 

 

The Nutcracker 

On December 11th, Elizabeth 

Hribar, daughter of Nancy and 

Kevin Hribar, will appear in the 

Christmas production of the 

“Nutcracker”.  It will be at Am-

bridge Area High School and 

there are two shows.  The times are 2:30 and 6:00 

pm.  Tickets are on sale and are $12.  Seniors and 

kids under 10 are $10.  If interested, please see 

Nancy or Elizabeth for more information.  It 

promises to be a great show! 

Wish Tree 

There are still a few tags left on the Wish 

Tree in the Narthex, so you still have an 

opportunity to make a child smile this 

Christmas by selecting a Salvation Army “Treasure for 

Children” tag or an ornament for the Hopewell Conserva-

tion Club from the Wish Tree in the Narthex.  There is a 

$25 limit on gift purchases.   

The requested gifts are only a suggestion so the pur-

chaser may use their own discretion depending on the 

age of the child.  The date for returning your purchase is 

on the “Treasure Tag” or the Conservation Club tag.  

December 8th for the Salvation Army gifts and December 

15th for the Conservation Club gifts. 

Do you have a special 

event that you would like 

to share with your church 

family or a special honor 

you or a family member 

has earned?   Send us a 

note, and include a photograph if avail-

able.  The photograph can either be a 

digital photograph, which can be emailed 

to the church office, or it can be a 

printed picture than can be scanned in 

and returned to you.   

17th Annual Free Christmas Dinner 

Christian Assembly in Beaver Falls has partnered 

again with Fairy Godmothers Catering and The 

Berkshire banquet hall to host their 17th annual free 

Christmas Day dinner.  The dinner is open to anyone -not only for 

those in need, but who may be alone this Christmas for whatever 

reason.  Everyone is welcome! 

They have also found that those who have volunteered their  

services for the day, and have created new Christmas traditions, 

have unanimously proclaimed a wondrous blessing from God that 

is far greater than anyone could imagine.  Why not create a new 

Christmas tradition and consider contacting the church at  

724-846-3751 to see how you might volunteer or to find out what 

time the dinner is.  May God richly bless you as you so faithfully 

serve Him. 
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Meet Your 

New Youth 

Director: 

Michael 

Spicuzza 

He begins his ministry on December 1st. 

 

Dear Ohio United Presbyterian Church, 

 It is with great anticipation and excitement that I write to my future church family.  My name is 

Michael Spicuzza.  I am currently in my final year at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  A native of the 

Pittsburgh area, I grew up in Ross township, graduated from North Hills High School, and attended 

Westminster College.  I am engaged to my beautiful fiancée Christine, and we are getting married in 

October 2011.  As the future Youth Director, I hope to get to know not only the youth, but everyone at 

Ohio UP.  My interactions and first impressions of the church have confirmed my sense of being called 

to this position.  My experiences with youth include serving as a volunteer youth leader for mission 

trips and as a counselor for the Summer Youth Institute at the seminary.  I have also worked with a 

housing ministry that seeks to renovate houses in the East End of Pittsburgh to assist in affordable 

home ownership.   

 As a true Pittsburgher, I am a fan of the Steelers, Penguins, and even the Pirates, but an even 

more die-hard Pitt football and basketball fan.  In my spare time, I also enjoy spending time with 

friends and family, hunting, playing basketball, and anything that involves construction.  My parents 

still reside in the North Hills, with one sister finishing high school this year and one who recently 

graduated from Westminster.   

 Although I currently live all the way on the other side of the city at the Seminary, Christine and 

I can't wait to move to Hopewell shortly down the road.  We are both very excited to see what God has 

planned for us during this new step in our journey together.  We look forward to meet you all very soon 

as we join your church family.   

 

God Bless, 

Michael Spicuzza 
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December Birthdays 
 

4  Jonathan Psik 

 Ben Palmieri 

5  George Price 

 Tracy Pasquarelli 

 Nathan Harmotto 

6  Lynn Smith 

 Tristin Canonge 

9  Sherri Murdoch 

10  Roberta Smith 

12  Dale Fouse 

 Bob Lang 

 Joyce Groves 

13  Joe Glatz 

17  Betty Martin 

18  Mark Anthony Muslin 

19  Connie Harmotto 

20  Ken Strominger 

 Adam Gibboney 

21  Kathy Fouse 

25  Kassi Miller 

26  Hailey Gilmore 

 KathyLee Tolfa 

27  Mark Douglass 

29  Kyler McWithey 

30  Jane Hilliard 

31   Sean McMasters  

 

      December Anniversaries
  

9 August & Betty Shaeffer 

13 Tom & Trudy Boggs 

17 Louis & Debbie Ceccarelli 

18 Bill & Holly DiCicco 

22 Michael & Alice Nestor 

24 Randy & Marlene Leheny 

27 Clarence & Nancy Shade 

 Zbigniew & Cherryl Lachowicz 

30 Jason & Gina Arzberger 

 

 

 

 

December 5 Evelyn Moss 

December 12 Justin Tackac 

December 19 Lois Davie 

December 26 Diane Byers 

December 5 Donna Craig 

December 12 Chuck Adamski 

December 19 Janice Angelo 

December 24 Chris Cronin (6:00pm) 

December 26 Sarah Zakrajsek 

December 5 Linda Duganich/Sandy Nan 

December 12 Bonnie Martin/Sharon Neville 

December 19 Sharon Neville/ 

December 26 Patty Slezak/Sharon Neville 

December 5 Christina Murdoch 

December 12 Linda Duganich 

December 19 Sandy Nan 

December 26 Jesseca Muslin 

8:30 WORSHIP LEADERS 

NURSERY 

11:00 WORSHIP LEADERS 

GREETERS 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

December 5 Nancy Hribar 

December 12 Karen Barth 

December 19 Christmas Cantata 

December 26 Family Sunday 
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  Christmas Cantata 

Christmas Cantata  

rehearsals have begun. We 

will be performing  

“The Love of God at 

Christmas” on December 19th.  Any 

and all voices are welcome to partici-

pate!  The children will also be joining 

us for parts of the Cantata this year, so 

please see Karen Barth for more info if  

your child would like to sing! 
 

Activities and Worship Opportunities for Advent/Christmas 

December 5th-Decorating Gingerbread Houses/Lunch following 11:00 worship 

December 7th-Lunch Bunch @ Noon 

December 9th-Christmas Fellowship Covered Dish Dinner & Visit with Santa/Christmas 

Carols Sing-a-long 

December 11th-Christmas Caroling visits to homebound members starting at 5:00 pm-There 

will be hot chocolate and cookies for the Carolers upon returning to the church. 

December 12th-Advent & Christmas Concert at Our Lady of Fatima at 7:00 pm (featuring the 

Ohio UP Choir and Gospbells, as well as the Hopewell Christmas Wind Ensemble) 

December 19th-Christmas Cantata at both services 

December 24th-Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service @ 6:00 pm 

Communion will be served at this service 
 

December 25th– Merry Christmas!   
 

December 26th-last Sunday at 8:30 & 11:00 worship times 

(new worship time of 9:00 Sunday School & 10:00 worship begin January 2) 

 

 

 

 

Call or email the church office to order your 

Christmas Poinsettias or fill out the insert in 

the Sunday bulletin.  The poinsettias are $7 

each and the colors available this year are red, 

salmon or white.  Please indicate who the 

flowers are in memory or honor of.  The  

deadline to place your order is December 12th.   

You may take your poinsettias home after the 

Christmas Eve Service.  Your name will be on 

the flowers in case you forget which color you 

ordered! 
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Fantasy and the Spiritual 

 
 

 Most, if not all of the customs associated with 

Christmas have their origins so far in the past that we, to 

some degree, have seemingly forgotten them.  We may 

continue various practices but perhaps no longer under-

stand why we do so, or what lesson is being taught through 

them.  For instance, the whole notion of having a stocking filled with fruits and nuts and treats 

originates from the stories told of Nicholas, the early fourth century Bishop of Myra, a region 

located in present-day Turkey.  He was noted for his great generosity and help to many and all.  

Of the many stories that have been passed down, one of the most favorite is the one of him sav-

ing a poor man’s three daughters from slavery and certain prostitution by anonymously giving 

each of them a dowry so they could marry – hence, gold-foil-wrapped chocolate coins repre-

senting money and/or an orange representing a lump of gold have often been put into the stock-

ings for children to discover on Christmas Day.  And the original stockings themselves were 

supposedly hung on a mantle by a fire in order to dry after having been washed by the young 

ladies, and it was into these Nicholas slipped the gifts!  Over time, stories of Nicholas’ kindness 

and generosity were told and retold in both the Orthodox (or Eastern) and the Latin (or Roman, 

or Western) Church, to the point where he is considered by both branches to be the patron saint 

of children, students, and sailors, to name a few, and many cities, towns, churches, and children 

have been named in his honor.  After Peter and Paul, Nicholas is perhaps the most revered of 

Jesus’ followers.  He, uniquely, has been the role model of many down through the centuries in 

teaching children to be generous and to give. 

 

The Puritans of the 16th and 17th centuries were among the first Europeans to colonize 

America.  They had removed all “excesses” from the worship of God in their zeal to be Bibli-

cally pure, and in so doing did not recognize Nicholas, much less celebrate Christmas or Easter.  

But the Germans and other groups who migrated to America did!  In fact, most of the customs 

associated with our present observance of Christmas are Germanic in origin, albeit with an 

American twist.  Over time, the German Sankt Niclaus was phonetically transformed into the 

English “Santa Claus,” and with that began the alteration of the Saint Nicholas legend in Amer-

ica.  The popular poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” commonly known as “The Night Before 

Christmas,” when first printed in 1823 added to the already subtle but distinct Americanization 

of the beloved bishop of Myra.  During our Civil War the political cartoonist Thomas Nash put 

forth his own pictorial renditions of the kind and generous saint supporting the Union effort in 

Harper’s Weekly, and President Abraham Lincoln believed this helped to demoralize Confeder-

ate soldiers.  Then, of course, the biggest transformation took place through the illustrative 

works of N. C. Wyeth, Norman Rockwell and Haddon Sundblom in the early twentieth century 

through such publications as The Saturday Evening Post, The Country Gentleman, and ads for 

Coca-Cola. 

 

 

(continued on pages 8 & 9) 
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All of this, then, gets me to the point of the title of this little article – what place, if any, 

does fantasy have to do with the spiritual?   Long before there were psychologists and behav-

ioral theorists, people have understood that fantasy and fairy tales are a means by which chil-

dren learn.  And after all, is not Christmas far more enjoyable when viewed through the eyes of 

a child?  “Bah, humbug!,” you say?  Please consider how many couples after their own children 

are grown and out of the house cease to decorate for Christmas, or at least, as much as they used 

to decorate; but once they have grandchildren coming to visit, Christmas takes on a renewed 

significance and the old decorations that have not been put up in years suddenly reappear!  Yes, 

Christmas is about Jesus Christ and celebrating God’s “indescribable gift” to us, as the Apostle 

Paul once referred to Jesus.  (II Corinthians 9:15)  But is there not also a particular joy for us 

adults in seeing the faces of little children filled with awe, wonder, and excitement upon seeing 

the lights of Christmas, seeing Christmas trees, and singing “Silent Night” with one’s family by 

candlelight in church?   

 

Fantasy taps into the imagination and spurs creativity, as well as helps still-developing 

minds come to terms with the harsh realities of life - for of all of God’s creations, we humans 

take the longest to mature (and some would argue, “If ever!”), for our nervous systems take ap-

proximately 15 years to develop the motor skills necessary to operate automobiles, for example, 

and we do not come into full development until about age 25, at which point the individual’s 

personality is pretty well set for life – barring a major life changing event.  Thus, fantasy and 

stories with lots of metaphors and symbolism are a great means of teaching valuable lessons to 

little minds in a way that they will be long remembered.  Just ask the Brothers Grimm for the 

purpose behind the tales they recorded, or consider Aesop’s fables and how his stories con-

veyed great truths in few words that have been remembered and cherished for centuries, even 

millennia!  Much has been written about Jesus’ skillful use of parables, allegories and meta-

phors in His teachings as recorded in the Gospels, and are not sermon illustrations and stories 

attempts at the same – to impress in memorable fashion upon the minds of listeners eternal 

truths?  If “a picture is worth a thousand words,” then surely a good illustration or story is worth 

at least several hundred!  And so, the Church down through the ages has sought to illustrate 

how to live the Christian life, how to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ, through the telling and 

retelling of stories associated with the various “saints” who followed Him, with the implied 

message – “If s/he could do it, so can you!”  Is there not this same emphasis in Hebrews 11, 

“The Hall of Fame of Faith,” that if these ones could live by faith and realize God’s presence in 

their lives, then so can we? 

 

Fantasy and its employ is a powerful tool used in such works as The Pilgrim’s Progress 

by John Bunyon, The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis, and the Lord of the Rings by J. R. 

R. Tolkein to teach and illustrate the eternal truths of Christ Jesus.  And such theologians as R. 

C. Sproul have taken their own stab at using fantasy and story-telling to teach children, such as 

his own The Prince’s Poison Cup, The Lightlings, or The King Without a Shadow, to name a 

few.  It is relatively safe to say that we Americans are not going to rid ourselves of our tradi-

tions around Christmas, and it is also safe to say that we absolutely love a good story, especially 

one that teaches timeless truths.  I believe this is why such movies as “It’s a Wonderful Life” 

and “Miracle on 34th Street,” among others, are so loved – for in their own way they reinforce 

the importance of love, life, family and faith, without being too heavy-handed or “preachy.”  

      (continued on page 9) 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Thus, there is today in American Christianity a movement to reclaim the heritage and 

lessons of Saint Nicholas, to correct and amend where we have perhaps strayed, and to recog-

nize the Godly principles of generous giving and care for the poor and down-trodden.  Thank-

fully, our Christian heritage still characterizes much of what we do, for of all the nations on the 

earth we are consistently the most generous and helpful of others, especially in times of great 

need.  This is not to say we are perfect, but rather I see this as a result, or “fruit,” of our faith in 

Jesus Christ, and in part, an emulation of a fellow disciple, Nicholas, of old. 

 

May we, this Christmas season, take the time to give thanks to God for sending us His 

Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to save us from our sin, may we sing and praise His name, tell 

our children and grandchildren the eternal Good News, and may we cherish all of the good that 

seeks to point to and teach us about Him.   

 

Merry Christmas! 

Rev. Powell 

(conclusion of article on page 7 & 8) 

The Session thanks Patti Strominger for 

her many years of faithful service as Direc-

tor of Christian Education and Youth Di-

rector for Ohio United Presbyterian 

Church.  Patti served for ten years as a 

staff member and touched the lives of 

many teens, young people and their fami-

lies with her love, kindness, and joy.  For 

almost a year now she has volunteered 

her services to keep the Youth Group go-

ing while working a full-time job with a 

demanding work schedule.  This marks 

the closing of a significant chapter in the 

life of Ohio Church, and we wish her well 

in the new opportunities God is opening 

before her.  She will continue to serve on the Session and its Worship Committee.  

Any questions or concerns you may have regarding the Sunday School, please 

direct them to the members of the Christian Education committee. 

 

Thanks again, Patti! 

I would like to express 

my heartfelt appreciation 

to the Congregation and 

to Rev. Powell for all the 

cards, prayers and visits 

that I have received.  It has meant so 

much to me to know that you con-

tinue to keep me in your prayers. 

-Debbie Ceccarelli 

       THE THREE TREES 

According to legend, three trees 
grew near Jesus’ manger:  an 
olive tree, a palm tree and a fir 
tree.  The olive offered its fruit 

to the newborn King, and the palm tree gave its 
dates.  The poor fir, having nothing to give but 
worship, raised its boughs in adoration, and the 
angels hung stars on its branches.  So the fir 
became the first Christmas tree. 
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