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PASTOR’S PAGE
"The Savior of us all, the Word of God, in His great love took to
Himself a body and moved as a Man among men, meeting their
senses, so to speak, half way. He became Himself an object for the
senses, so that those who were seeking God in sensible things
might apprehend the Father through the works which He, the Word
of God, did in the body.”
-St. Athanasius, On the Incarnation
“You cannot know God if you do not experience being known by
him. The degree to which you know God is directly reflected in your
experience of being known by him. And the degree that you are
known by him will be reflected in the way in which you are known by
other people. In other words, your relationship with God is a direct
reflection of the depth of your relationship with others.”
-Curt Thompson, Anatomy of the Soul
This month we have entered the seasons of Advent and Christmas. We
remember the first Advent, or coming, of Jesus Christ, the Living God made flesh.
And we look forward to the second Advent, when Christ returns to fully consummate His Kingdom. On Christmas we celebrate the Incarnation of God in Jesus
Christ, who reveals to us the nature of God and who redeems us all, sacrificing
Himself on the cross to reconcile us to God. St. Athanasius reminds us that Jesus
demonstrates God’s great love for us. That God reaches out to us, meeting us
where we are, in whatever situations we find ourself. St. Athanasius reminds us
that God reaches out to us in physical, tangible ways. And this leads us to the
second quote by Curt Thompson. We cannot know God if we do not experience
being known by Him and we cannot experience being known by Him if we are not
known by other people. The depth of our relationships with other people—our ability to share, to be vulnerable, to reveal our true selves to another—reveals our
depth of relationship with God. If we do not have relationships of depth, authenticity and vulnerability with other people, we will never have that kind of relationship
with God.
Jesus Christ, the incarnation, reveals that God desperately wants to know
us. Jesus Christ demonstrates that God wants to know the unique struggles and
successes, joys and sorrows which all humans feel. Jesus Christ reveals that God
wants to know us and be known by us. Like a candle in the darkness, God reaches out to us in Jesus Christ. In Christ, we have the opportunity to enter into the life
of the Trinity, knowing fully and being fully known. This is the great hope we
have—when Christ returns we shall know God fully as we are fully known by God
(1 Cor. 13:12). That is why we pray “Come, Lord Jesus” during Advent.
My encouragement to you during this Advent and Christmas season is to
spend some time in reflection. How well are you known by another? Or to put the
questions another way—do you share your inner-most feelings, thoughts, experiences with another person? To what degree would you say that, as you were
growing up, you had the experience of being known by your parents? As you reflect on these questions, I encourage you to write out your answers and find a
trusted friend (or pastor) to share your answers with. Encourage them to share
their story with you. May this Advent season be an opportunity to know and be
known by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. May we grow in intimacy and spiritual
maturity with God. Let us allow God to heal our souls. And let us look forward to
the day when we know God fully just as we are fully known by God.
Come, Lord Jesus, Come.
Pastor Nick
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Birthdays in December

3 Whitney Shaffer
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Jonathan Psik
Tracy Pasquarelli
Lynn Smith
Wendy Dameron
Chandler Dameron
9 Sherry Murdoch
10 Roberta Smith
12 Dale Fouse
AJ Kokoskie
Joyce Groves
13 Joe Glatz
17 Betty Martin
18 Mark Muslin
20 Ken Strominger
21 Kathy Fouse
25 Kathy Lee Tolfa
27 Mark Douglass
29 Danny Palmer
30 Jane Hilliard
Andrew Arzberger

Anniversaries in December
12/18
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/30

Holly & Billy DiCicco
Zbig & Cherryl Lachowicz
CR & Nancy Shade (#64!)
Russell & Wendy Dameron
Jason & Gina Arzberger

“The perfecT church”
If you could find the perfect church
Without one fault or smear,
For goodness sake, don’t join that church
You’d spoil the atmosphere.
DATE

NURSERY

JR. CHURCH

LITURGIST

12/4

Barb Corsi

Family Sunday

Children’s
musical

12/11

Shannon Bruno

Chris Hurni

Donna Craig

12/18

Whitney Shaffer

Family Sunday

Cantata

12/24

5:00 pm service liturgist: Lynn Smith

12/25

Wendy Dameron Family Sunday

But since no perfect church exists,
Where people never sin,
Let’s cease looking for that church
And love the one we’re in!

none
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE
Come buy your Christmas cookies this year at our
Annual Christmas Cookie Sale! The sale will be
held this year on Saturday, December 10th from
10:00-Noon. Come early for best selection as the
cookies sell out fast!
If you have signed up to bake cookies, nut rolls,
etc., please have your baked goods to the church
no later than by 9:30 am on that Saturday morning.
Patti Strominger will be at the church on Friday,
December 9th from 9:00 am –11:30 am to accept
cookie donations.
FESTIVE CHRISTMAS SWEATER SUNDAY!
On Sunday, December 11th come dressed in your
most festive Christmas sweater! It can be classy or
creative, but should be church appropriate, of
course!
ADVENT CELEBRATION
Wear your Festive Christmas Sweater all day and
come to the 2nd Annual Advent Celebration on
Sunday, December 11th at 6:00 pm. This is a fun
event for all ages. We’ll have cookies and hot
cocoa, play some games, sing Christmas songs,
hear a Christmas story and more. A Special Guest
will be there as well! Invite your family and friends.
POINSETTIA FLOWER ORDERS
We are taking orders for poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. The
cost this year is $12.50 per flower and they are available in red, white and pink colors. When ordering, please say who they are in
honor or memory of and PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
so I don’t misspell someone’s name. If paying by
check, make it out to Ohio UP Church and put
“poinsettias” in the memo line. The deadline for the
order is this Sunday, December 4th but I can call in
a small late order by December 8th since we were
not given much time to order this year. Order forms
are in the bulletin or you can call the church office at
724-378-3690 to place your order by Thursday.
MEALS ON WHEELS
We are still collecting pre-packaged baked goods for Meals on
Wheels. You can bring store bought cookies, snack cakes, etc. to
the church and place them in the marked box in the Narthex. If you
have any questions, you can speak with Ella Mae Spieker or another
member of the Women’s Association.
CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE-COME IN YOUR PJS!
Come in your PJs on Christmas morning! We will have an abbreviated and
casual worship service this year.
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November 2016 Session Meeting Highlights
Budget and Property committee suggest not paying off the
loan due to leaks found in roof and repairs may be costly
5 new members of the church have been accepted by
session ( Melissa Byer, Rayna Knox, Mike Knox, Simon
Hunsberger, Megan Hunsberger, Cate Colesar)
We will not have Sunday school on Christmas and New
Year's Day passed.
Motion to direct the Deacons to have a second person to
be able to sign checks instead of just one passed.
Motion to have Clerk be a second signer general fund checks passed.
Motion to create a new budget category for deacon emergency benevolence fund to be
used for emergency situations, for church families. The deacons shall create criteria for the
disbursement of the funds that will be approved by session. passed
Minute for Mission loose change to go to M.H.Y Family Services Christmas project passed
Motion to let Pastor Nick miss the service but be back for the scheduled congregational
meeting on Sunday Nov 13, 2016 so he can take kids to Young Life Fall Weekend. Passed
Motion to give Palmers the $80 asked for, to offer the others $80 if they choose. Passed
Issues with AV system need discussed

NOVEMBER 2016 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Correspondence: 12 cards were sent out last month.
Friendship Group: December 14th at noon at the church. Enjoy lunch
and a performance by the Blackhawk High School Expressions, a high
school and middle school mixed vocal ensemble. All widows and singles from the community
are welcome. If you’d like to come or want more information, please call the church office.
Lunch Bunch: Next Lunch Bunch will be January 10th at the church, weather permitting. All
are invited to attend!
Deacons will be delivering Christmas cookies to church members on our “Extra Care” list. If
you’d like to be included, or if you’d like to receive home communion in December, please call
the church office.
Deacons distributed gift cards this month to needy families.
Deacons began the discussion of possibly becoming involved with Open Table, a communitybased resource for coming alongside folks in poverty with the goal of helping to equip them to
change their life path.
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SPECIAL
SERIES

THIS IS A SCAM!!!!!

One of our church members just received this letter and check in the mail last week and mentioned it
to me so I thought it important to share this with you as a warning. If you receive a letter like this:



Do NOT do as it says! Even though the check looks like a real check, the scam target is told to deposit
the check and withdraw the funds for a wire transfer. A few days later, the target gets word that the check
was no good. By then, the wire transfer has been completed, the target's money is gone and he or she is responsible for repaying the bank for what would have been more than $3,700 in this case.



DO report the scam to the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, who handles all mail fraud. You can either call
them at 1-877-876-2455 or visit their website and fill out a report online at
http://ehome.uspis.gov/fcsexternal/default.aspx
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DON’T BE ALONE OR
HUNGRY THIS CHRISTMAS
SPEND THE DAY WITH US!
23RD ANNUAL
FREE DINNER
CHRISTMAS DAY
DECEMBER 25 11:30 AM-3:00 PM
HELD AT:
BEAVER FALLS
HIGH SCHOOL
1701 8TH AVENUE
Hosted by:
Christian Assembly
CARE Outreach Ministry
(724) 846-3751
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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SOME CHRISTMAS COLORING FUN
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O.C. Book
Invites
You
To visit the
Ohio Christian Bookstore
For
Your Christmas shopping needs…
Suggestions for inspirational gifts and stocking stuffers
Available in the Bookstore for all ages…
†

Dayspring Christmas Cards

†

Advent calendars

†

Devotionals

†

Children’s books

†

Christmas napkins

†

Postcards

†

Board books

†

Books to read aloud

†

Books for pleasure reading

†

Chicken Soup books

†

Coloring and activity books

†

Magnets

†

Updated versions of the Bible

†

Perpetual calendars

Come in and browse around!
Have you visited the Bookstore lately? It is located at the top of the stairs in the
Christian Education wing. The Bookstore is nonprofit and sustains itself with your
purchases. Everything is discounted 20% or more. You are welcome to come in and
browse after worship or anytime during the week when the church is open. The instructions for making a purchase are on the bulletin board in the Bookstore.
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Sun

4
2nd Sunday of Advent
Kid’s Musical
Gingerbread houses &
lunch

Thu

8

Wed

6

Choir 7 pm

Tue

Women’s Assoc. @ 6:30 pm Deborah Circle Dinner at
Vesuvio’s Restaurant in
Monaca @ 6:00 pm

15

Mon

1

5

14

Choir 7 pm

Hand bells @ 6:30 pm

13

Young Life Prayer Mtg. @
1:00 pm

21

Choir 7 pm

22

3

Fri

2

10

17

Sat

Christmas Cookie Bazaar
10:00 am-Noon

9

16

23

30

31

Christmas Eve

5:00 p candlelight service
11:00 p candlelight service

24

Final Cantata Rehearsal
9:00 am-Noon

Ruth Circle

29

SA Bell Ringing @ Kuhn’s
10:00 am-7:00 pm

28

Choir 7 pm

Rachel Circle

12

Friendship Group at
Church

27

20

Deacons @ 6:30 pm
Session @ 7:00 pm

26

Hand bells @ 6:30 pm

19

Hand bells @ 6:30 pm
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December 2016

11
Wear Your Festive
Christmas Sweater Sunday
Advent Celebration @ 6:00

Merry Christmas!

18
Christmas Cantata

25

Worship in your PJs @
10:00 am
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