Summer 2015

A Word from Pastor Nick
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when others revile
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
-Matthew 5:10-12
“In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome
the world.” -John 16:33
Much has happened in our country the past month and a half—more
gun violence capped by the murder of 9 people gathered to study
Scripture in a Charleston, SC church; the Pirates have the second best
record in baseball; the New Horizons spacecraft flew by Pluto after a 9
-year journey; 2 inmates escaped from a New York prison leading
authorities on a massive man-hunt; the Supreme Court affirmed the
redefinition of marriage to include same-sex marriage. It is this last
point that I want to highlight. I want to highlight how this decision may
affect our church and denomination.
Our denomination, the Presbyterian Church (USA), has already voted
to redefine marriage in the Book of Order (one part of our constitution).
In section W-4.9000, marriage is defined as, “a unique commitment
between two people, traditionally a man and a woman, to love and
support each other for the rest of their lives.” The Book of Order then
goes on to state that ministers may conduct marriage services for any
two people—same sex included. However, our denomination does not
require ministers or churches to conduct same-sex marriages. Section
W-4.9006 states, “nothing herin shall compel a teaching elder to perform nor compel a session to authorize the use of church property for
a marriage service that the teaching elder or the session believes is
contrary to the teaching elder’s or the session’s discernment of the
Holy Spirit and their understanding of the Word of God.” What this
means is, it is up to the local church and its session to decide whether
it will perform same-sex marriages in its buildings or on its grounds.
Furthermore, ministers must follow the wishes of the local session regarding the permissibility of performing same-sex marriages. If the
session says “no same-sex marriages will be performed in our building” then the minister must abide by their decision. However, a
session cannot compel a minister to perform same-sex marriages if
the minister believes it is contrary to Scripture.
(continued on next page)
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(Pastor Nick’s article continued)

policy. However, only time will tell. This is
where Jesus’ words in Matthew’s gospel and
John’s gospel should comfort us and give us
strength—’take heart, I have overcome the
world.’ May the Holy Spirit give us the
strength to recall Jesus’ promise to us in John
16. If you have any questions about
Obergefell v. Hodges, the Supreme Court
decision legalizing same-sex marriage, and
how it may affect our congregation, please
feel free to call me or e-mail me. Again, this is
a major cultural shift and only time will tell how
profoundly it affects us. But once again, take
heart, Jesus has overcome the world.

Now I will briefly discuss how this will affect
Ohio UP Church. The session of Ohio Church
has voted not to allow same-sex marriages in
this building or on the grounds of the church. I
completely affirm the session in this decision
and I will not be performing any same-sex
marriages outside the grounds of Ohio UP
Church. Since the PC(USA) does not compel
us to perform same-sex marriages, we are
free not to perform them. Ohio UP Church
has a written policy stating this fact, and this
policy will be provided to any who desire to be
married here regardless of sexual orientation.
We should be safe from legal problems
because of the organization of our denominaPastor Nick
tion’s constitution and our church’s written

A work in progress
A Christian is always in the process of becoming, never in the state of having become. The Christian
life is not being pious but becoming pious, not being healthy but becoming healthy, not being but
becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet [what we are to be], but we are becoming it. It is not
yet done and has not yet happened. It is, however, going on and coming to be. It is not the end, but it
is the way.
—Martin Luther

Lift Project Update
I wanted to give you all a little update on the lift project. We are currently waiting for the
architect (Franus Architectural Associates) to finish the exterior portion of the drawings. There
will be an 8ft x 8ft exterior entrance to provide protection from the weather while waiting to
enter the new exterior entrance. The architect has been playing phone tag with the contractor
to ensure everything is up to our specifications. Once we get the plans we can fill out a
Hopewell Township building permit and then complete a required Pennsylvania L&I permit.
The lift will then be built in the factory and will be ready 6 weeks after it is ordered. The physical construction should take 2 weeks to complete. Once the permits are all turned in it should
be 8 to 10 weeks until the lift is installed and construction is complete.
In other building news, the kitchen has had a water issue this spring. Water was discovered
leaking into the kitchen through the electrical closet (yikes!). Water was dripping on top of and
running down the wall behind the electrical boxes. A brave crew of guys started digging up in
the front of the church to determine where the water was coming into the building. It seems as
if the water is coming in where the main electrical conduit comes into the building underground
in the front of the church. Jeff Barth has re-sealed around where the conduit enters the building and we are hoping this solves the problem.
Pastor Nick
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MEET OUR 2015 GRADUATES FROM COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL
STAFF SGT. ADAM L. TOLFA-graduated from Excelsior College
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Humanity with a concentration in
Cultural Studies.
GRACE NOVACEK (daughter #3 of Jim and Julie)-graduated in May from
Springfield College with a Master’s Degree in Sport Psychology. She’s pursuing
a job as an Academic Advisor for college athletes.
SAMANTHA ALEXANDER (Shirley Fluharty’s granddaughter)-graduated Cum
Laude from Kent State University with a Bachelor of Science degree. She will
be working for Reebok World Headquarters in Canton, Massachusetts.
NATHAN BURAK-Nathan Burak graduated from Hopewell Senior High School.
He is the son of Edward & Susan Burak and grandson of Richard & Dolly Kerlin
and Edward & Shirley Burak.
He was a member of the National Honor Society, Latin Club, received Scholar
Athlete award 11 times, 4 year varsity soccer (captain senior year), 4 year varsity track & field, 4 year varsity swim team, 2 year PIAA state swim championship
qualifier, qualified for WPIAL track and field championship 2015.
Nate plans to attend Penn State Behrend where he has been accepted into
the School of Engineering. Nate will also be swimming for the Nittany Lions.

On Vocation? Use GPS!

Many vacationers rely on a global positioning system to get them easily to a destination. But in every
season of life, God sends us on vocation — following his call to both feed our passions and serve
others. Our “calling,” Frederick Buechner said, is “where [our] deep gladness and the world’s deep
hunger meet.”
But is there a GPS for vocation? It’s not as detailed or predictive as we’d like. It doesn’t name our
destination at the outset, and it offers general instructions rather than specific directions. And we
may end up “recalculating” our life route more often than our vehicle GPS recalculates our vacation
route.
Even so, we travel in safety. This “GPS” might stand for God’s Peace and Strength, or
Gospel Promises Sustain, God Provides Salvation or Go! Proclaim! Serve! The GPS guiding our vocation speaks to us through Scripture, worship, trusted Christian friends, life events and the silence of
our heart. Listening, we hear our Guide’s calm voice and continue on vocation.
—Heidi Mann

4

Pennsylvania Yellow Dot Program
Pennsylvania’s Yellow Dot Program was created to assist citizens in the
“golden hour” of emergency care following a traffic accident when they may
not be able to communicate their needs themselves. Placing a yellow dot in
your vehicle’s rear window alerts first responders to check your glove compartment for vital information to ensure you receive the medical attention you
need.
The program is a cooperative effort among the Pennsylvania Departments of
Transportation, Health and Aging; the Pennsylvania State Police, the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission and First Responders and local law enforcement.
How does it work?
Participants complete a personal information form, which includes the participant’s name, contact information, emergency contact information, medical
history and medications, allergies and the participant's doctors’ names. A
photo – showing only the participant’s head and shoulders – is then taped to
the front of the completed information sheet.
The yellow dot decal provided in the program kit is placed in the lower left
corner of the participant’s vehicle’s rear windshield. The decal should be no
higher than 3 inches from the bottom of the windshield. This decal alerts first
responders that vital information can be found in the vehicle.

Ohio UP now has
PA Yellow Dot
Program kits for you!
They are in the basket
on the table in the
Narthex and in the
church office.

Place the completed information sheet, with the attached picture, into the
Yellow Dot folder, and then place the folder into the vehicle’s glove box.

June 2015 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Treasurer’s Report: Balance as of 5/31/15: $3,904.38
Correspondence: 19 cards were sent out.
Lunch Bunch – Remaining Lunch Bunches of the year will be in October and December.
Friendship Group – Tentative future plans:
July 22nd: Clinton Park Picnic
August 26th: Clinton PPG Plant Tour and Bavington Inn for lunch
September 23rd: Rose Garden Town and Country and Olive Garden for lunch
After Church Fellowship – Resumes in September.
Old Business:
 Proceeds from the Ice Cream Social ($77) were donated to the Deacons
 Sale of Sales Bake Sale raised $378 for the Deacons
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WHO’S IN THE PEWS?
NEW
ARTICLE

Let’s get to know our newest members (and those who’ve been
here for years)! Each month I’ll be spotlighting different
members of the church, so you can hopefully learn something
new about those who sit in the pews with you each Sunday.
This month we will learn a little more about Robert and Karen
Keller, and Rich and Christina Palmer. Both couples joined the
church this past spring.

Robert Keller: My name is Robert Keller and I’m a resident of Hopewell Township. I’m a
graduate of Clarion University and a retired science teacher. I have taught all physical sciences from eighth grade to chemistry & physics in my 34 years at Moon School District. I was an
Odyssey of the Mind Coach for several years, having a team win both local and state competitions and even going to Worlds one year. I like to travel in the U.S. and Canada and enjoy
camping in the summer. I like doing small woodworking projects and minor home repair. I look
forward to the fellowship at Ohio United Presbyterian Church in the fall.
Karen Keller: My name is Karen Keller and I am a resident of Hopewell Township. I am a retired Family and Consumer Science (Home Economics) Teacher. I taught for 33 years in the
Moon Area High School. My favorite class was Child Development, because my high school
students and I ran a preschool class out of the high school, 3 days a week. My husband and I
like to travel in the United States and Canada and we also camp during the summer. My interests include reading, sewing, needlework crafts and silk flower arranging. I look forward to
participating in fellowship and mission activities at Ohio UP Church.
Rich Palmer: My name is Rich Palmer and I’m 50 years old. I currently live in Hopewell with
my wife Christina and son Daniel. I grew up in Ambridge and graduated in 1983. I currently
work for Allegheny Valley School and am approaching my 14th anniversary. In my spare time I
enjoy time with my family, yard work and I am very involved with the Boy Scouts of America. I
also enjoy woodworking, working with paracord and anything that involves being outside.
Christina Palmer: I grew up in Hopewell Township, graduating from Hopewell High School in
1983. I attended Robert Morris University for an undergraduate degree in Management, which
I received in 1987. I started to work for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development a few months after graduating. I continued my education and received an MBA from
RMU in 1989. Rich and I married in November of 1992. We settled in Hopewell in April 1994
when we bought our home in Crestmont Village. God blessed us through adoption of our son,
Daniel, who was born in Oklahoma City in December 2000. What a journey that was! I enjoy
reading, scrapbooking, gardening, cross-stitch, and general crafting.
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KINGDOM WEEK 2015 in Plan 11
A Report from Nancy & Elizabeth Hribar:
Hi all. Once again this year Elizabeth and I had a great time helping with Kingdom Week in
Aliquippa! We met some new people this year and it was great to help with a group of
junior/senior high kids. We did a Crock Pot Cooking lesson each morning and each day a
family was sent home with a crock pot, with dinner included-just had to be plugged in. At
the end of the week all the families got a recipe book with recipes to make easy dinners and
desserts. It was fun and educational also. The families were happy to take the crock pots
home and many said they would try new recipes in them.
I think Elizabeth and I really
enjoyed the days of the picnic and
carnival. So many came out, especially kids and all had fun. It was nice to see so many children having fun
and eating and learning about God. Those days the sun was bright in the
sky and we had fun along with everyone else.
Last but not least, I felt that I got so much out of being with new people
and learning about how God teaches and works through others. Each
morning we met at Mt. Carmel Church and talked about the previous days
events and how we could make each day better with new relationships
and spending time with people/kids. It was truly uplifting and sure made
me, and I am sure Elizabeth, think how wonderful it is to volunteer and not only help, but learn and be with so many great people of
faith. I felt blessed just by being involved.
We really enjoyed our time at Kingdom Week!
A Report from Sallie Alviani:
This was my second year to volunteer in Kingdom Week and honestly I can say I enjoyed it even more this year. My assignment
was to be with the Communicycle group which I will share later. One of the things that really impresses me is how the many different churches both local and out-of-state work together in harmony whether fixing houses or bicycles, fixing meals, playing with
kids, sharing in devotion time, singing praise songs (and yes, dancing in the aisles) or just building old and new relationships. It’s
all pretty amazing.
Although I did enjoy the whole week, I would have to say Friday was the most memorable day for me. D’mari, (pictured below)
probably 5 years old, was my new little friend. D’mari wanted to ride a bike
without his training wheels and so Miss Sallie was the one that helped him
learn on that day. It was a lot of leaning over and helping him to get started
and balancing himself. It took many many attempts, but the reward of seeing
him finally do it was so worth it all. D’mari would keep saying to me, “Did you
see that?” He was so proud of himself and it made me feel pretty good too.
He still needs some work pushing off himself and stopping, but I’m pretty sure if
I see him next summer he will be a pro.
It was good to see all the different ones who volunteered their time this year
from Ohio UP in Kingdom Week. My prayer is that next year those who work
will be willing to take one, two or 5 days off work to become involved in building
relationships and fixing homes in Aliquippa. The Lord will truly bless you for your willingness to step out in faith to do His work.
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KINGDOM WEEK 2015 (cont.)
A Report from Judi Halavanja:
Just call me the Donut Lady. This is my 5th year volunteering for Kingdom Week and I’ve served on several different types of work teams over the years:
construction teams building and painting porches, the
prayer team that prays for the home owners and volunteers, and the unofficial “donut team”, working with
Miss Jeanette Stewart, who is a resident of Plan 11
and a wonderful woman of God who I met my first
year volunteering and who is now a good friend of mine. This year, Miss Jeanette (seen in this
photo sitting by the stove cooking donuts), asked if I would be able to come each day to help
her make the donuts. Since I love donuts and Miss Jeanette, I was happy to lend her a hand.
I learned and participated in all steps of making fresh yeast donuts, and then got to take them
around to all the work crews and volunteers since Miss Jeanette makes them each year as a
way to say Thank You to everyone who volunteers with Kingdom Week. Everyone knows how
delicious Miss Jeanette’s donuts are, so they are always
delighted to see me coming with huge trays of glazed,
chocolate covered, and filled donuts. Come volunteer at
Kingdom Week next year, and you’ll likely get to sample
some of her delicious donuts yourself!
A Report from Logan Palochak:
My dad and I had an awesome week serving the
people of Plan 11 during Kingdom week. We were
both involved in various activities my dad worked in
the kitchen helping prepare food, worked cleaning
the playing ground and served as a runner for supplies back and forth to the church. Myself I worked
closely with my uncle Rob Harmotto, Bob and Cecil. The 3 of us worked on fixing
porches and roofs. We also did some painting.
It truly was a great week for both of us because of relationships we developed with the
people we met. It is easy to pound a nail or use a brush but at the end when you see
the smiles and joy that you bring to peoples lives even in small ways makes you see
and feel Gods ministry working in all that participated. I am looking forward to serving
next year.
The Thursday Night Dinner Crew
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THE MUSTARD SEEDS
TOGETHER SPREADING GOD’S LOVE

An outreach ministry that involves the entire congregation, by utilizing the gifts that God has given us. It
is also a ministry that our entire congregation is welcome and encouraged to utilize both for themselves
or for others they may know have a need.
Do you feel you never seem to have enough time to be able to donate it to a large commitment? This is
the ministry for you. We all have time to make a phone call or stop over somebodies home and change
a light bulb and that can mean the world to somebody who is unable or it is too unsafe for them to do
for themselves. Everyone from age 2-102 are encouraged to get involved. Below is a list of services we
will be offering and we encourage you to figure out where God is calling your heart and ask that you sign
up as well as offer suggestions for services that are heavy on your heart. All services will be on a
rotation so no one member is burdened and allows for all of our church members a chance to be a part
of this important ministry. So think about where God is calling you and get ready to join The Mustard
Seeds in spreading God’s love.










Companionship – a visit once a month or a phone call daily or weekly just to check in and make
sure everything is alright. (Age 2 and up could participate here)
Pick up and drop off medicine or ginger ale to someone who is unable or too ill to get it
themselves
Make an extra dish of your dinner and give it to someone who has just exited the hospital or has
just had a baby
Sit with a toddler for an hour and allow a mother a chance to run errands or take a nap
A ride to a doctor appointment or chemotherapy treatment
Set up someone’s medication for the week in a weekly pill container
Planting a flower for someone who is unable to kneel on the ground but would love to have a
beautiful flower to brighten their home (age 2 and up could participate here)
Small odd jobs – light bulb changing, putting up storm windows, sweeping the floors, dusting,
opening a jar that is stuck shut, etc…)
Review and help with confusing medical bills (will help sort out what is covered and paid and
help you settle any complications making it possible for you to pay less)

All services are done and should be received with confidentiality. We would like to make a list of
reputable service personnel (plumbers, electricians, general contractors). Names and numbers that we
could give out that would allow our church family to feel secure.
Yours in Christ,
Tracy Pasquarelli
724-378-8117 or cell 412-874-4643,
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FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS WHO HAVE DIRECT CONTACT WITH CHILDREN:
(includes nursery attendants, Jr. Church & Sunday school teachers, all VBS volunteers)
As you are all aware, PA law now requires that all prospective employees and volunteers who have
direct contact with children obtain the following background checks. Volunteers who have lived in PA
consistently for 10 years can be exempted from the Federal Criminal History Report
(FBI fingerprinting)-#3 below.
If you are a current volunteer who has previously had background checks completed, you have until
July 1, 2016 to turn new background checks into the office.
If you are a new volunteer, or have lived out-of-state for any part of the past 10 years, you MUST complete the required background checks and turn them into the church office by the end of August 2015!
1. PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT
Go to https://epatch.state.pa.us
Left hand side, part way down under Credit Card Users, click on “Submit a new record
check”
Follow instructions
The $10 Fee is waived after July 25, 2015.
If no criminal record, clearance will be generated immediately, THEN PRINT
Send a copy to the church office –keep your original










2. PENNSYLVANIA CHILD ABUSE HISTORY CLEARANCE
Go to http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/findaform/childabusehistoryclearanceforms/
Follow link on the page for CY113 Form in English
Fill out form, check “Volunteers” as reason for request
Print completed form
The $10 Fee is waived as of July 25, 2015.
Clearance certification will come in the mail. Send a copy to the church office-keep your
original.
3. FBI CRIMINAL HISTORY REPORT (Fingerprint-based background check)
Go to https://www.pa.cogentid.com-use this site to check hours and to register.
Click on the second box on the top row (Nursing students, child care…)
The Beaver Valley Intermediate Unit by CCBC in Center Twp. and The UPS Store across from
Robert Morris University are the closest facilities to get finger printing done. You MUST preregister and bring your print out with you!!!
Check the “what to bring” page: current driver’s license, military photo ID, state identification
card, current US Passport)
Fee is $27.50-If this is a financial burden the church will reimburse you.
Pay online or MONEY ORDER
Report will come in the mail, keep the original- show the church office the original and
make a copy for the church to keep on file.
NOTE: The FBI Criminal History Report is not required for incumbent or prospective
volunteers who have resided in Pennsylvania continuously for a period of 10 years prior
to becoming a volunteer or applying for volunteer status and who sign an Affidavit
affirming that they have not committed certain crimes that otherwise would prohibit
them from being a volunteer responsible for the welfare of a child or having direct contact with children. This Affidavit has been prepared by legal counsel and will be provided to you. It IS required every 36 months for employees of the church.
Clearances are now required to be obtained every 36 months.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

A HUGE THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT WAS INVOLVED WITH RELAY FOR LIFE!!!
The Relay for Life this year was an amazing day of walking, fundraising, and fun. I am so thankful to have such generous and giving
people that support me. I was truly shocked by all of your donations
and support. We had someone walking the track at every hour of the
event, which is amazing!! No other team has been able to accomplish
this so far. I am truly blessed!

Now for the totals.... Karen's Cancer Crusaders raised
a total of $3,863.94 for the American Cancer Society!!
I am so proud of everyone who donated, contributed, or just encouraged me in any way! As we all know, Karen put in so much work
towards the Relay and I hope that continuing her legacy would have
made her proud. I just know that she is watching down upon our
church and guiding us all to good paths. I cannot thank you all enough!!! -Elizabeth Hribar

DAYS TO CELEBRATE!
Belated & Happy Birthday Wishes to:
JULY BIRTHDAYS:
4 Grace Novacek
Jon Moss
6 Bonnie Martin
7 Joshua Magee
Margaret Ward
8 Jennifer Psik
Janice Adamski
9 Chris Otto
14 Kendal Smith
15 Mark Olexick
17 Steve Ward
Billy DiCicco
20 Kingsley Sebastian
21 MacKenzie Fouse
24 Christian Palmer
25 Susan Palochak
28 Edna Petrella
Alexa Burak
29 Janet Laird
30 Jesseca Muslin
Kennedy Sebastian
Jennifer Davis

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS:
4 Fred Lech
Breanna White
5 Kristy Otto
6 Margaret Zakrajsek
Zbig Lachowicz
8 Marian Douglass
9 John Martin
11 Nancy Hribar
13 Brooke Otto
Owen Smith
17 Harriet Kulha
Julie Kerlin
18 Vi Young
Hayden Lewis
22 Shirley Fluharty
23 Jim Young
JULY & AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
7/5
Drew & Janis Lewis
7/7
Jim & Julie Novacek
7/9
Nick & Kortney Marlatt
8/15 Victor & Tracy Pasquarelli
8/17 Fred & Jerri Lech
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Did you have a difficult time with the memory verse last month? Here are the scripture references for
you to check your answers. (KJV)
1) Philippians 4:19 2) Galatians 6:7 3) Romans 5:1 4) I Peter 5:7 5) Philippians 4:6 6) Psalm 55:22
7) Psalm 51:10 8) John 14:6 9) Luke 6:31 10) John 3:16
“WHO SAID THAT”
____________________1. The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. (Gen. 3:13)

A. John the Baptist

____________________2. My punishment is grater than I can bear. (Gen. 4:13)

B. Stephen

____________________3. Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong

C. Miriam

came forth sweetness. (Judges 14:14)
____________________4. He must increase but I must decrease. (John 3:30)

D. Agrippa

____________________5. Shall I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women

E. Eve

that they may nurse the child for thee? (Ex. 2:7)
____________________6. Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man

F. Nathanael

standing on the right hand of God. (Acts 7:56)
____________________7. My soul doth magnify the Lord. (Luke 1:46)

G. Delilah

____________________8. The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. (Judges 16:20)

H. Mary

____________________9. Almost thou persuades me to be a Christian. (Acts 26:28)

I. Cain

____________________10. Can there by any good thing come out of Nazareth?

J. Jesus

(John 1:46)
____________________11. Not so Lord, for I have never eaten anything that is

K. Samson

common or unclean. (Acts 10:14)
____________________12. What therefore God has joined together, let not man

L. Peter

put asunder. (Mark 10:9)
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August 2015
July 31
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1

Fri

July 30

7

Thu

July 29

6

Wed

July 28
B-B Presbytery Mtg. @
North Branch Church
6 :00 p
5

15

Tue

July 27

4

14

Mon

3

13

Sun

2
Fellowship Mtg. after
worship

12

NO SESSION MTG.
19

26

27
Choir rehearsals resume @ 7:00 p

20
Faith Night @ PNC
Park

28

21

29

22

PASTOR NICK ON VACATION AUGUST 10-17

11

25

18

10

17

9

16

31
Hand Bell practice resumes @ 6:30 p

24

PASTOR NICK ON VACATION
23
Church Picnic

30
Pulpit Swap w/Concord
Church:
Rev. Dr. John Wiebe here
Pastor Nick @ Concord in
Baden

TOTAL MONEY MAKEOVER: THURSDAY JULY 30-SEPTEMBER 3RD
FROM 7-8 PM @ NEW BETHLEHEM PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Sat
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