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The mission of God in Christ gives shape and substance to the life and work of
the Church. In Christ, the Church participates in God’s mission for the transformation of creation and humanity by proclaiming to all people the good news
of God’s love, offering to all people the grace of God at font and table, and
calling all people to discipleship in Christ. Human beings have no higher goal in
life than to glorify and enjoy God now and forever, living in covenant fellowship with God and participating in God’s mission.
-Book of Order
We celebrated Easter on April 1, April Fools Day—that is a sermon that
writes itself, God is dead…April Fools! The resurrection of Jesus Christ
is the beginning of a new reality, a new creation. As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:20-28, Jesus Christ is the first-fruits of God’s new Kingdom,
in which every rule, every authority and every power will be subjected to
Christ’s Lordship. The wonderful Good News is that God’s Kingdom has
broken into the world in Jesus’ resurrection and ascension. We, as the
Church, have an opportunity to continue the work of Jesus through the
power of the Holy Spirit. We get to participate in the mission of God, we
get to participate in the transformation of all creation and humanity
through God’s love. We get to participate in God’s mission of bringing
Shalom, the all-encompassing peace, reconciliation and wholeness
found in the presence of the Living God. That is good news indeed.

Ohio Church is participating in God’s mission to our community, to
Hopewell Township. I want to share two really neat manifestations of
this. The first is that the church helped the Hopewell Police Department
in applying for a $10,000 grant with the Ben Roethlisberger Foundation
to be used for a K9 unit. The Session is very excited that we were able
to help our community through this partnership. The other way the
church has been reaching out to the community in the love of Christ is
through a backpack food program for kids in Margaret Ross Elementary.
Beginning in January, the deacons led an effort to contact the school
district to inquire about a partnership to ensure the most vulnerable kids
in our community get enough to eat each weekend. The Aliquippa Elks
heard of our program and reached out to see if they could partner with
the church to help reach more students. The congregation applied for a
grant with the Elks and we received $2000 to help expand the program
to students at Margaret Ross Elementary, Kane Rd. elementary and 5th
and 6th grade students at the Jr. High. We are so excited to partner
with the Elks to demonstrate the love of Christ by specifically getting extra food to those kids in our community who need it most. Thank you for
being a congregation that loves its community well and who is willing to
reach out and work with others to help participate in the mission of God.
You all are wonderful ambassadors of Jesus Christ and I am proud to be
your pastor. God is good!
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Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
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4/03
4/13
4/14
4/30

Anniversaries
Everitt & Janet Laird #60!
Michael & Crystal Saxon
John & Bonnie Martin
Ken & Patti Strominger

4/1
4/2
4/2
4/6
4/9
4/9

Birthdays
Holly DiCicco
Donna Craig
Jeff Davis
Carol Stuck
Evelyn Lawson
Logan Palochak

4/11
4/18
4/18
4/20
4/20
4/20
4/21
4/24
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/28

Doug Murdoch
Donna Olexick
PJ Blattner
Justin Tackac
James Williams
Hannah Palochak
Jason Arzberger
Nathan Burak
Donald Sanders
Jennie Kokoskie
Paul Magee
Barbara Tackac

Why we need Easter
No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment — even God was not exempt. Jesus offered no immunity, no
way out of the unfairness, but rather a way through it to the other side. Just as Good Friday demolished the instinctive belief that this life is supposed to be fair, Easter Sunday followed with its startling clue to the riddle of
the universe. Out of the darkness, a bright light shone. …
The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is required, a
bright clue that someday God will restore all physical reality to its proper place.
—Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God

4/1
4/8
4/15
4/22
4/29

Nursery
Bev Abate/Karen Keller
Whitney Shaffer
Damerons
Harriet Kulha
Kasey Hoth/Liz Cagnon

4/1
4/8
4/15
4/22
4/29

Jr. Church
Family Sunday
Kortney Marlatt
Holly DiCicco
Liz Cagnon
Damerons

4/1
4/8
4/15
4/22
4/29

Liturgist
Melissa Byer
Brittany Smith
Sallie Alviani
Wendy Dameron
Lynn Smith

VBS 2018
Imagine a world where curious kids become
hands-on inventors who discover they're lovingly crafted by God. Register your child online at
www.ohiopresbyterian.org
Starting the week of April 2nd

Sign up to volunteer with the insert in
the church bulletin.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

BEAVER ELDER CARE VISIT
Join us on Tuesday April 17th at 1:30 pm as we visit Beaver Elder
Care. We do a devotion with the residents and then sing hymns and
play bingo. It’s a lot of fun, and only takes about an hour. If anyone is
interested in coming, please speak with Gina Arzberger. We meet at
the church parking lot at 1:00 pm on the 17th to carpool over to Beaver
Elder Care, or you can meet us there if you prefer to drive yourself.
IN MEMORY OF ANNABELLE YOUNG

THANK YOU!
Libby Urich called to say a big thank you to
the congregation for all the lovely birthday
cards she received this year. She was truly
touched and blessed by them all.

MINUTE FOR MISSION: YOUNG LIFE
There will be a Minute for Mission on April 8th by
AJ and Molly Nagel. The loose offering will go
toward their work with Young Life.
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LENTEN MISSION PROJECT 2018
During the Lenten season the Mission and Evangelism Committee challenged
the congregation to once again donate money to help people in the world who
don’t have easy access to clean water. We thank you for your overwhelming
generosity this year as we surpassed last year’s offering! As of March 28, we
have collected a total of $2,666.27 ($576.77 above last year’s collection!)
Remember there are one billion people in the world who don’t have access to
clean, drinkable water. Lack of clean water spreads disease, compromises
safety, and makes education elusive, because children spend time during the
day carrying water. It is a major obstacle to people of developing nations becoming economically empowered.
The Presbyterian Mission Agency digs wells that provide clean water for drinking, bathing, washing and irrigation for an entire community. Thanks to your
support, a village gets a well again.

EVERY $1500 REPRESENTS A WELL
THAT PROVIDES CLEAN WATER FOR
A VILLAGE
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Newton F. Crenshaw
President
March 2018

Ohio United Pres Church
1236 Longvue Ave
Aliquippa PA 15001-4519

Dear Friend,
I want to offer you a riddle. A Young Life leader and a high school junior were sitting beside the lake at camp.
It was a warm summer’s day, and they were processing what the speaker had shared about Jesus each night
at club. The camper was a young man of Arabic descent who often prefaced his comments in cabin time with,
“Well, you know I’m a Muslim, but…” He was also a football player from a championship team coached by his
leader. The two had become close friends through three years of football and Young Life.
At the end of the conversation, someone said, “Can I pray for you?” Here is the riddle: Who asked that question? It is exactly whom you would expect, and exactly whom you would not.
If you guess the leader, you are correct. If you guessed the camper, you are correct as well.
First, the leader prayed for his young friend, and then his young friend asked, “Can I pray for you, too?” The
leader was humbled and responded, “Of course!” Then the young many prayed a melodic Muslim prayer in
Arabic. The leader didn’t understand Arabic, so he asked, “What did you pray?” The camper answered, “That
is the prayer we pray for family.”
I am deeply grateful for the mission of Young Life. I am grateful for leaders who make friends with kids of all
kinds and respectfully share the truth about Jesus. I am also grateful for kids who trust us enough to reveal
the heart of who they are in our presence. We treasure that sacred trust and refuse to vilate it with any hint
of manipulation or coercion. Instead, we humbly wait on the Lord Jesus and trust Him with their lives.
Thank you for supporting this mission. Thank you for giving countless kids the opportunity to know Jesus.
What an honor to be considered family by our young friends. It is a privilege to partner with you in Young Life.
In Christ for all kids,
Newt
Newton F. Crenshaw
Office of the President
P.O. Box 520
Colorado Springs, CO 80901

tel. 877 438 9572
fax. 719 381 1755

younglife.org
6

MARCH SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Administrative Report:

Approved church use requestsCate Colesar - Essential Oils class March 22nd, 6pm.
Old Business:
Called the YMCA and let them know they will not be hosted this year here. Gave them contacts of other churches they
can contact.
New Business:



Two Study Leave requests approved - Nick Marlatt, 4/9/18 - 4/15/18, West Coast Presbyterian Pastors Conference,

Rev. Dick Klein pulpit supply; 4/16/18-4/22/18, Trent@Montreat, Rev. Tega Swann pulpit supply



Vacation Request - Nick Marlatt, 7/17/18 - 8/1/18 Approved



Learned about Holy Week worship

 Maundy Thursday @ Concord Presbyterian Church, 7pm
 Good Friday @ Ohio Church, 7pm.


Learned about Ben Roethlisberger Foundation and Hopewell Police K9 grant



Request from Girl Scout Troop 10165 to re-locate to Ohio UP Church. Decided to investigate further.



Motion to remove the paper recycling bins passed.

Received a PneuMatrix update

MARCH 2018 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Correspondence: 45 cards were mailed in February
After Church Fellowship: The next After Church Fellowship run by the deacons is scheduled for April 22nd.
Please join us for a salad bar!
Extra Care List: Deacons will be delivering banana bread to some on our Extra Care List for Easter. Also, Pastor
Nick will be serving communion to some on our Extra Care List the first week of May. If you would like to receive communion, please let a Deacon know or call Judi in the church office.
Little Free Pantry: Sunny Days for Kids Daycare has contributed food to the Little Free Pantry and will continue
to do so. The kids really enjoy participating!
Backpack Program: It is likely that the Elks will assist the deacons with this program, and it may be expanded to
include up to 30 students, including some students from junior high. There are currently eight students in the
backpack program: six at Margaret Ross and two at Hopewell Elementary. Nick has met with a representative
from the Elks regarding available grants, and future meetings are scheduled.
Deacon Greeters: Deacon Greeters for April are Sherri Murdoch and Jesseca Muslin.
Some upcoming events:
 Water table at church April 7th for the Margaret Ross 5K
 Clean Up Day is scheduled for May 12th.
 Car wash fundraiser for Young Life camp is scheduled at AutoZone for June 9th.
Thank you dear Nan Family
For the generous contribution made to the deacons
In Sandy Nan’s memory.
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LITTLE FREE PANTRY
Thank you to Sunny Days for Kids
Daycare (in Hopewell Shopping
Center) for their food contributions
to the Little Free Pantry.
We are so glad the kids enjoy helping their community, and really
appreciate it!
If you would like to help keep it
stocked, you can bring nonperishable food items to the church
and place them in the bin in the narthex, or just put them directly into
the pantry.
UPDATED WAYS TO SUPPORT OHIO UP
CHURCH FINANCIALLY
Visit the church website at
www.ohiopresbyterian.org
1. Click on the “Give Now Here” button in the
announcement about online giving. You will
be taken to the website to create your giving
account.
2. You can also click on the Online giving link
under the church information part of the home
page.

3. Scan in the QR code with your cell phone.
You will be taken to the website to create your giving account.
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A SENIOR CITIZEN’S LAMENT
Thought I’d let my doctor check me
‘Cause I didn’t feel quite right.
All those aches and pains annoyed me,
And I couldn’t sleep at night.
He could find no real disorder,
But he wouldn’t let it rest.
What with Medicare and Blue Cross
It wouldn’t hurt to do some tests.
To the hospital he sent me,
Though I didn’t feel that bad.
He arranged for them to give me
Every test that could be had.
I was fluoroscoped and cystoscoped,
My aging fram displayed,
Stripped upon an ice-cold table
While my gizzards were x-rayed.
I was checked for worms and parasites
For fungus and the crud.
While they pierced me with long needles
Taking samples of my blood.
Doctors came to check me over,
Probed and pushed and poked around,
And to make sure I was living,
They wired me for sound.
They have finally concluded;
(their results have filled a page)
What I have will someday kill me,
My affliction is old age.
(author unknown)

FABULOUS
FLOWER POTS
Wednesday, April 18th
6:00-8:00 pm
Hosted by CARES Mars

Woodland Valley Church
225 Crowe Ave.
Mars, PA 16046
Find us at the rear entrance!
Season’s Greenings!
Come join us for a night of painting and
potting!
Refreshments will be provided!
This is a free event, and all are welcome!
Please, RSVP to Caitlin O’Connor at
(724) 674-5310
coconnor@cares4u.org
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Choir @ 7 pm
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Thu

3
4
Women’s Assoc. Mtg. @
6:30 pm
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Choir @ 7 pm

Wed
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Tue

2
Church office closed
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Ruth Circle

20

Mon

1
EASTER

9
Deacons mtg. @ 6:30 p

19
Choir @ 7 pm

Sun

8
Pastor Nick away on
study leave (4/9-4/23)

18

28

22

Rev. Dick Klein
preaching

Minute for Mission-YL

17
Beaver Elder Care visit

27

16

26

Women’s retreat

15

25

Women’s retreat
Session mtg. @ 7 pm

23

PneuMatrix 6:-7:30 pm
Choir @ 7 pm

30

24
Young Life prayer team
mtg. @ 10 am- manse

Rev. Tega Swann
preaching
Deacon’s fellowship
hour-salad bar
29
Women’s retreat
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