April 2017

HOLY WEEK SERVICES:
Palm Sunday Brunch after worship on April 9th
Joint Maundy Thursday service at Concord Presbyterian 7:00 pm
Good Friday Tennebrae service at Ohio UP at 7:30 pm
Easter Vigil at House of Prayer Lutheran Church at 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday service at 10:00 am

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of man’s
mind. Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power,
wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals His love in Jesus Christ
by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of
the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men. The power of
God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the
Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve
the purpose of His love.
-The Confession of 1967
This statement comes from one of the confessions of our church,
the PC(USA). It is a good beginning in trying to articulate the mystery of God’s goodness and love. It is a mystery that God continually seeks us rebellious humans. We have done nothing to
deserve this great mercy and there is nothing inherent in our sinful
natures that is acceptable to God. Yet, He keeps pursuing.
Praise be to God that He does, for without His sovereign love, we
would be completely cut off from all love, truth and life.
As we come to the end of the
Lenten season and as Easter
greets us at the middle of the
month, my prayer is that we would
spend a little extra time meditating
upon God’s gracious and sovereign love. My prayer is that we
would spend an extra few
moments in prayer, thanking God
for His power, wisdom and love;
asking the Holy Spirit to transform
us more and more into Christ’s
likeness, so we may be a servant
people, bearing our crosses each
day as we follow Christ, and
reaching out to our neighbors—
regardless of who they are—in
love. I know if we do this, if we
continually pray each day for the
Holy Spirit to empower us and
strengthen us, we will grow closer
and closer to our Redeemer and we will experience abundant life.
As we grow up into Christ, we will live joy-full lives, giving praise
and glory to God. In this way, we will participate in Christ’s renewal of the world and in the Kingdom of God.
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Grace and peace,
Pastor Nick
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4/2
4/9
4/16
4/23
4/30

Nursery
Wendy Dameron
Holly DiCicco
Brittany Smith
Brittany McKee
volunteer needed

4/03
4/13
4/14
4/30

Anniversaries
Everitt & Janet Laird
Michael & Crystal Saxon
John & Bonnie Martin
Ken & Patti Strominger

4/1
4/2
4/2
4/6
4/9
4/9

Birthdays
Holly DiCicco
Donna Craig
Jeff Davis
Carol Stuck
Evelyn Lawson
Logan Palochak

4/2
4/9
4/16
4/23
4/30

Jr. Church
Nancy Hribar
volunteer needed
Family Sunday
Brittany Smith
volunteer needed

4/2
4/9
4/16
4/23
4/30

4/13
4/18
4/20
4/20
4/21
4/22
4/24
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/28

Janice Novacek
Donna Olexick
Justin Tackac
James Williams
Jason Arzberger
Annabelle Young
Nathan Burak
Donald Sanders
Jennie Kokoskie
Paul Magee
Barbara Tackac

Liturgist
Kathy Lee Tolfa
Sallie Alviani
Joe Glatz
Kortney Marlatt
Rayna Knox

VBS 2017
Hero Central VBS is designed to introduce a child to a deeper
relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Each activity is developed, tested, and refined to be an engaging, age-appropriate
experience to bring the word of God alive to every participant and
volunteer. VBS Hero Central is based on the Bible and the gospel
of the living Christ.
SIGN UP YOUR CHILD ONLINE TODAY!
Visit the church’s website at: www.ohiopresbyterian.org and click
on the Info Center tab. The online registration form is there.
Please consider volunteering, also. It takes a large group of volunteers to put on VBS
each year and there are many ways to serve! You can fill out a
volunteer form found in the church bulletin, or contact the
church office.
*All VBS volunteers are required to have their child abuse
clearances and PA criminal history check completed. These
are free for volunteers and you can find all the information you
need on the church’s website.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

BEAVER ELDER CARE VISIT
Join us on Tuesday April 18th at 1:30 pm as we visit Beaver Elder Care. We do
a devotion with the residents and then sing hymns and play bingo. It’s a lot of
fun, and only takes about an hour. If anyone is interested in coming, please
speak with Gina Arzberger. We meet at the church parking lot at 1:00 pm on
the 18th to carpool over to Beaver Elder Care, or you can meet us there if you
prefer to drive yourself.

WOW!
Kristi Lucas qualified for the Boston Marathon last year and
will be running in the prestigious race on Mon April 17. Way
to go Kristi!
CONGRATULATIONS! IT’S A GIRL!
Congratulations to Andrew & Whitney
Shaffer on the birth of their daughter, Harper Noelle
Shaffer. Harper was born on March 14th and was 7
pounds, 6 oz. and was 21 1/2 inches long. Isn’t she
beautiful?!
GRADUATE INFORMATION NEEDED
Are you or is a loved one graduating from high school, trade school or college? We want
to know! Please send information to the church office
that includes the name of the student, school graduating
from, what major or program of study, honors received,
etc. The information will be included in an upcoming Lamplighter.
CHIN-CHIN FOR SALE-$5 PER JAR
Help support the Refreshing Springs Ministry Co-op
by purchasing jars of chin-chin. These tasty treats
are great with coffee and tea or just by themselves.
Jars of chin-chin are on the table in the narthex.
You can place an order, too, by speaking with Judi
in the church office.
The Co-op is doing
so well, they are in
need of clean
spaghetti jars to
make more chinchin. If you have
any jars to donate
(with lids), please bring them to the church.
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LENTEN MISSION PROJECT
During the Lenten season the Mission and Evangelism Committee has
challenged the congregation to donate money to help people in the world
who don’t have easy access to clean water. We thank you for your generous donations so far of $1207. We are $293 away from our goal and
there will be two more Sundays to donate to the well.
Remember there are one billion people in the world who don’t have
access to clean, drinkable water. Lack of clean water spreads disease,
compromises safety, and makes education elusive, because children
spend time during the day carrying water. It is a major obstacle to
people of developing nations becoming economically empowered.
The Presbyterian Mission Agency digs wells that provide clean water for
drinking, bathing, washing and irrigation for an entire community.
There will be a loose offering collected by the children on Sunday, April
9th for a well. Let’s help a village get a well!
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Ministering in France and West Africa

A look at our world...
This year our church is supporting missionaries to France, Bill and Gale Johnson.
They arrived August 10, 2016. They live in
a small village with a view of the Pyrenes
Mountains. Bill is a pastor in a church that
has been there for around 20 years. Gale
helped write and direct the children’s
Christmas play.
Bill will be traveling to West Africa from
May 26-June 7 with a French pastor, as the
main teacher and another man from his
congregation who will explore opportunities
to connect to an agricultural aide ministry.
They ask for prayers for the ability to speak
and understand French well and to handle
the fatigue of constant French and success
for the trip to West Africa.

Bill and Gale Johnson

famillejohnson@yahoo.com
Visit www.pefministry.org for information on how to join our support
team.

Left: These two
skilled woodworkers, Ludo
and Alain, recently made this beautiful wooden
cross and two
benches for the
front of our
church building.
Instead of being a
generic building
in the industrial
zone, it is now
clear that this is a
place of worship.

Above: We were delayed on our way to visit a Christian couple
who attend our church when they’re in the area. The directions to
get to their little house in the middle of nowhere were: “Take
Road X. Go until there is no road, about forty-five minutes. Our
house is on the left.”
Left: Gale’s Monday afternoon English Activities group at the
local elementary school. Teaching English has helped make us
6
known in the town.

Session Meeting Highlights
 On recommendation from the Property Committee, approve Charm Builders Ltd. to install
a new metal roof on entire church, including a roof extension over the stairs leading up to the
side door of the narthex, for a total estimated cost of 38,058.78. Motion to proceed with the
metal roof installation passed. Money is coming from the building fund until it runs out, then
we will use the general fund.
 FEAST dinner sign ups- need to cover 2 meals for FEAST. Open dates 3/29, 4/5, 4/12. Patti
the 29th and Karen the 5th.


Salvation Army, we collected $390.48 free will

$166.50 collected during first week of the Lenten mission project

MARCH 2017 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Correspondence: 28 cards were sent out in February.
After-Church Fellowship: Sunday, April 9th (Palm Sunday). Please join us after church in the
Fellowship Hall for a light luncheon featuring hard boiled eggs, kielbasa, and various breads.
Friendship Group: Friendship Group will meet April 26th and the group will travel on the bus to
a site to be determined. Widows from the community are invited.
Lunch Bunch: Our next Lunch Bunch will be at the church at noon on Tuesday, May 2nd. All
ages are invited.


Deacons provided gift cards to three needy families in March.



Deacons will be delivering banana bread to those church members on our “Extra Care” list
for Easter.



Deacons will not be hosting a bake sale at the Sale of Sales. Our delicious church bakers
are encouraged to remember to bake for the church’s Christmas Cookie Sale.



Deacons are considering other ways to become involved in our community. If you have
suggestions, please let a deacon know your idea.



Deacons will accompany Pastor Nick in April to take communion to those church members
on our “Extra Care” list. If you or someone you know would like communion in April, please
call the church office or inform a deacon.
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MY JESUS POCKETBOOK OF ABC’S

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

O
P

J is for John, Judging his brother;

is an Example, Exhibiting, on its side,
A little picture of the cross, where Jesus bled and died.

is for Angel, Announcing the news:
Mary’s Son would be born, the King of the Jews.
is for Baby, Born, just as God said,
In a Barn where cattle and donkeys were fed.
is for Christ-Child, Called Jesus by name,
God loved us so much, that a man He became.
is for Donkey, Delivering the three:
Mary, Joseph and babe, to Egypt did flee.
is for Emmanuel, Expected long years,
God with us, the boy in Nazareth appears.
is for Father; Joseph, Finding God’s Son,
At twelve in the temple, He amazed everyone.
is for Gospel, Good news Jesus brought,
When turning thirty, He preached and He taught.
is for Healing, Hands touching the ill,
Jesus cured the sick, with supernatural skill.
is for Israel, Inhabited by Jews,
Jesus walked there, at the time God did choose.

Jesus taught them, to love one another.

K
L
M
N

is for King, coming not in splendor;
But as a servant, poor, meek and tender.
is for Luke, Learning all the facts;
He wrote the Christmas story, and then the Book of Acts.

is for Ointment, Outpoured on Jesus’ feet,
Dried with Mary’s hair, leaving a fragrance sweet.
is for Peter, Picked as Jesus’ friend;
Left fishing nets behind, so he could fish for men.

Q is for Questions, by Priests and Pharisees,

Wanting all the answers, not getting on their knees.

R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

is for Romans, Ruling Israel’s land,
Nailed Jesus to the cross, pierced His feet and hands.
is for Sin, which Saddens God above,
Since we have chosen to refuse His love.
is for Tomb, Tunneled in the rock,
Bound Jesus three days, where death He did mock.
is for Upper Room, Used by Jesus’ men,
Huddling there in great fear, until He rose again.
is for Victory, Voices raised to ring.
Jesus did it all! O death, where is your sting?
is for Women, Weeping in their grief,
‘Till they saw the risen Lord, felt joy beyond belief.

is for Yes, Jesus Yearns to hear you say.
Received Him in your heart, inviting Him to stay.
is for Zealot, Zesty with good news,
Now you can tell about Jesus! How can you refuse?
-Submitted by Shirley Fluharty

is for Multitude, Many Mouths to feed,
Five thousand ate one day, when Jesus Met their need.
is for Nicodemus, meeting Jesus at Night,
The Lord said, “Be born again”, and live in my light.
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ANNOUNCING THE RETURN OF THE
SALE OF SALES!
Saturday, June 3rd from 9 AM - 1 PM
Come one, come all! Browse “treasures” collected from around the world! (Ok,
so maybe just Beaver County!) Clothes of all sizes! Books! Sporting goods!
Toys! Furniture! Gadgets galore! House wares! Jeff’s world famous hot dogs!
Something for everyone!
Donation drop off times: Tues/Wed/Thurs (5/30, 5/31, 6/1)
10 AM - 1 PM and 6 PM - 8 PM
No items accepted on Friday!
If you have large items that need picked up at your home, please call the
church to arrange pick up. Drivers with trucks will be scheduled accordingly.
We will need all the volunteers we can get during drop off times, to work the
sale and to clean up afterwards. Any items left after the sale are packed and
donated to the Vets affiliated with the red box in our parking lot. We also need
plastic bags the size of Wal-Mart bags. There will be a green hamper in the
narthex for BAGS ONLY collection.
Please look for the info and sign-up sheet in your Sunday bulletin! We can’t do
this without you! Clean out your closet, basement, attic or kid’s room and help
the church at the same time!
Happy treasure hunting!
Eleanor and Jennifer

SALE
OF
SALES
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Sun

April 2017

Fri

Sat

8

Thu

7

Wed

6

Tue

5
F.E.A.S.T. 5:30-7:30 p

15
House of Prayer Vigil at
7:00 p

Mon

4
Women’s Assoc. 6:30 p

14
Good Friday Tennebrae
service at Ohio UP at
7:30 pm

1

3

12
Ruth Circle Noon
F.E.A.S.T. 5:30-7:30 p

13
Rachel Circle 12:45 p
Maundy Thursday service at Concord Presby.
7:00 pm

22

2
All Women’s Lunch
after worship
Fellowship/
Membership mtg.

10

11
Leadership training
5:30 p
Deacons 6:30 p
Session 7:00 p

21

9
Palm Sunday Brunch
Communion
Lenten Mission Project
loose offering collected

19

18
Beaver Elder Care visit
at 1:30 p

20
Young Life prayer team
mtg. at manse 10:30 a

17
Church office closed
Deborah Circle

29
Women’s Retreat

16
Easter

28
Women’s Retreat

25

27

24

26
Friendship Group bus
trip

23
Trinity Choir Concert
7:00 p at Ohio UP

30
Women’s Retreat
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