APRIL 2015

“But from this earth, this
grave, this dust, my God shall
raise me up, I trust.”
-Sir Walter Raleigh

A Word from Pastor Nick

H

e is risen. He is risen indeed! Happy Easter to you in the
name of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I wanted to take a little bit
of your time to remind us all what we have going on around Ohio UP
Church this spring. We are 4 months into our 3-year Building Fund Pledge
Drive. The purpose of the pledge drive is to raise funds for our ADA lift,
expanded handicapped parking closer to the building and other needed
maintenance projects around the church. We have raised $15,884 of an
estimated $168,480. We are about 1% off of our target, as we should be
around the $16,800 mark by now. But all-in-all, I think we are doing very
well. Let’s keep up the good work!
The architect that was chosen for the project (Franus Architectural
from Elwood City) has finished doing all the field measurements at the
church in order to create a church blueprint. This is necessary for the
church to apply for a building permit. The building permit is necessary to
apply for our L&I permit for the lift. So once we get the blueprints in our
hands we will be ready to rock and roll.
We will also begin a new sermon series on Sundays. We have
finished Mark’s gospel and after Easter we will begin looking at what it
means to be citizens of God’s Kingdom. Remember, Jesus proclaimed at
the beginning of Mark that the time is fulfilled, the Kingdom of God has
come near; repent and believe in the Good News and follow me (Mark
1:15, 17). As followers and disciples of Jesus we are called to live as
Kingdom people, as Good News people now and so we will look at what
Scripture tells us about it and how we can live this way in our everyday
lives. I am excited and it will be a wonderful time.
Finally, spring means that Summer is around the corner. I know it
doesn’t feel like it right now, but we are passed the spring equinox and the
days are growing longer and the intensity of the sunlight is getting stronger. Summer means Vacation Bible School. Our VBS co-directors this
year are Kortney Marlatt and Christina Palmer and they are very excited to
help plan and coordinate another awesome VBS this year. But they cannot do it all on their own—they will need lots of help. VBS-time is an allhands-on-deck time at the church, so if you are able to help out at all
please contact Kortney or Christina. Also there will be sign ups in the Sunday bulletins as well.
I hope this newsletter finds you well and it is informative and
helpful. If there is something we missed or if you have ideas or suggestions for how we can improve the Lamplighter please don’t hesitate to contact me or Judi in the office.
Grace and peace to you,
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Wednesday 4/1-FEAST @ 5:30 pm
Maundy Thursday Service-will be
at the Concord Presbyterian Church in
Baden (2832 Conway Wallrose Road,
Baden, PA 15005) at 7:00 pm.

Good Friday Tenebrae ServicesOhio UP will be hosting a GAMA (Greater
Aliquippa Ministerial Association) service
here at Noon, and another service at
7:30 pm, primarily for members. You are
welcome to attend either service.

“WHERE AIN’T GOD?”
He was just a little boy
And on the Sabbath Day,
Was wandering home from Sunday
school and dawdling on the way.
He scuffed his toes in the grass
And found a caterpillar,
Picked up a fluffy milkweed pod
And blew out all the filler.
A bird’s nest in a tree above
So wisely placed and high,
Was just another simple wonder
That caught his eager eye.

“Oh, I’ve been to Sunday School”
Then carefully turned some sod,
To find a small snail beneath it
“I’ve learned about our God”.
“That’s a fine way”, the neighbor said
“For a boy to spend his time”,
If you can tell me where God is
You can have a brand new dime”.
Quick as a flash his answer came
Nor were his accents faint,
“I’ll give you a DOLLAR, mister
If you can tell me where God ain’t.”

A neighbor watched his zig-zag course
And mailed him from his lawn,
Asked him where he’d been that day
And what was going on.
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Birthdays
1 Holly DiCicco
2 Jeff Davis
Donna Craig
5 CR Shade
6 Carol Stuck
9 Kevin Hribar
Evelyn Lawson
Logan Palochak
11 Jason Arzberger
13 Janet Cronin
Janice Novacek
14 Dorothy Hoffmaster

17
18
19
20
22
24
25
27
28

Ceil George
Donna Olexick
Alex Nolte
Justin Tackac
Hannah Palochak
Annabelle Young
Nathan Burak
Donald Sanders
Paul Magee
Barbara Tackac

Anniversaries
4/14 John & Bonnie Martin
4/30 Ken & Patti Strominger

THE ANSWER IS EASTER
After the April 2013 suicide of his 27-year-old son, Matthew,
pastor and author Rick Warren was often asked how he
was able to keep going. His frequent reply?
“The answer is Easter.”
In the Easter sermons Warren preached the following year,
he emphasized that Jesus’ resurrection is the answer to
discouragement, defeat and devastating trials.
“The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus happened over
three days,” Warren explained. “Friday was the day of
suffering and pain and agony. Saturday was the day of
doubt and confusion and misery. But Easter, that Sunday,
was the day of hope and joy and victory.
“You will face these three days over and over in your lifetime. And when you do, you’ll find yourself asking, as I did,
three fundamental questions. Number one, what do I do in
my days of pain? Two, how do I get through my days of
doubt and confusion? Three, how do I get to the days of
joy and victory?
The answer is Easter.”

Sale
Of
Sales

SAVE THE DATE
(AND YOUR STUFF!)
FOR THE ANNUAL
SALE OF SALES
RUMMAGE SALE.
SATURDAY, MAY 30
Complete info will be in future
bulletins and May LL.
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MARCH 2015 DEACON MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Treasurer’s Report: Balance as of 2/28/15: $4,268.98.
Correspondence: 23 cards were sent out.
Lunch Bunch – Rescheduled for Tuesday, March 10th
Menu: Reuben sandwiches, potato soup, cookies and ice cream
Activity: Easter Craft
Friendship Group – Wednesday, March 25th, Noon, at the church
After Church Fellowship – Palm Sunday, March 29th
Menu: Muffins, hard-boiled eggs, juice, grapes
Christian Education – meeting cancelled because of wintry weather
Property Committee
Mold in the Sunday School room will be taken care of. Jeff Barth is almost done rebuilding the
kitchen cabinet. Jeff and Nicholas Barth will take over cutting the grass. New windows will be
priced per room; church members will install to save on costs.
Fellowship Committee
The church will not sponsor a trip to a Pirates game this year because of lack of interest in the
past. They need ideas for what to distribute to honor mothers on Mother’s Day; trifolds in the
pew pockets may need to be updated.
New Business:
March 15th (Sunday) – Leadership Training Event
March 17th (Tuesday) – MANNA
May 6th (Wednesday) – Spring Fling Fellowship Dinner by the Women’s Association
May 17th (Sunday evening) – Ice Cream Social
May 30th (Saturday) – Sale of Sales. Eleanor Pike and Jennifer Davis are in charge again.
June 16th (Tuesday) – Spring Dinner and Auction of Goods and Services
August 23rd (Sunday) – Church picnic at Shelter #3 of Hopewell Park
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE BIBLE?
By Ella Mae Spieker
Spring is here! We’re still having March weather, but better days are ahead. Before long, we will be
complaining “it’s too hot!” O well, we can’t do anything about it.
God always knows what’s best for us.
Here are the answers to the March quiz.
1) John the Baptist 2) Isaac 3) John 4) Mt. Sinai 5) Hannah 6) Matthew 7) Saul 8) Peter 9) Leprosy
10) Elijah 11) Barabbas 12) Job

MORE-THEY HEARD VOICES (KJV)
1) According to Psalm 19, what has a voice that goes out to all the world? (Psalm 19:4) ________________
2) Who heard a voice telling of the fall of Babylon? (Rev. 18:2) _____________________
3) What, according the Proverbs, lifts its voice up in the streets? (Proverbs 1:20) _______________________
4) According to Jesus, whose voice do the sheep know? (John 10:4) __________________________
5) What book mentions the sweet voices of lovers in the garden? (Solomon 2:14, 8:15) _________________
6) In Revelation, where did the voice proclaiming the new heaven and earth come from? (Rev. 21:3)
________________________
7) Who came forth when Jesus called to him in a loud voice? (John 11:43) ______________________
8) What prophet mentions Jerusalem with the voice of a ghost? (Isaiah 29:4)______________________
9) Who heard the voice of Jesus many months after Jesus’ ascension to heaven? (Acts 9:4) ___________
10) What prophet’s voice did the returned Jewish exiles obey? (Haggai 1:12) _________________
11) What prophet mentions a voice crying in the wilderness? (Isaiah 40:3)________________
12) Who recognized Peter’s voice after he was miraculously delivered from prison? (Acts 12:14) ________
“For God so loved the world, He gave His only Son.”
Happy Easter. Happy Spring.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
I scream, you scream, we all scream
for ice cream!
Save the date for an ice cream
social! It will be held on Sunday, 5/17
at 6:00 pm. If you have any questions,
contact Sherri Murdoch or Gina
Arzberger. Be watching the bulletins
and the May Lamplighter for further
information.

SCRAP METAL DRIVE-BENEFITS COMMUNICYCLE-ALIQUIPPA
There will be a scrap metal collection on Saturday, 4/18. All types of scrap
metal can be donated including old appliances, grills, etc. All monies earned
will go directly to Communicycle
Aliquippa.
Communicycle Aliquippa is an outreach mission of Aliquippa-area
churches. They collect used bikes
and parts, and provide a way for
children and adults to earn a bike through volunteering. People can also
bring their bikes to the shop or to the “Communicycle-on-the-Road” events
and they’ll help them repair their bikes using Communicycle’s tools and parts.
The scrap metal recycling is one of the main ways to fund the program. Items
may be dropped off at Mt. Carmel between the hours of 8:00-11:00 am on the
18th, or arrangements can be made to pick up larger items before the 18th.

WITH SYMPATHY
Our love and sympathy go out to our members
and friends who have lost loved ones this past
month. Pat Bauder joined the Church Triumphant
on 3/19. Diane Gennaro’s mother in law, Sally
Gennaro, passed away on 3/17, and Christina
Palmer’s dad, Fred Paul, passed away on 3/28.
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts u s in all our troubles.”
II Corinthians 1:3, 4 NIV
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KID’S PAGE
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 8-12, 2015
VBS Volunteers Needed!
Our Vacation Bible School is an important ministry each year to the children in our church
and in our community. We are blessed by this opportunity to share the Love of God with
these children. Many adult volunteers are needed to make this program a success. Please
take a few minutes and indicate below the area or areas in which you can volunteer. This will
enable us to recruit and staff VBS more effectively. THANK YOU!!!!!!!!
(If you are only able to help on certain days, please indicate that)
_____I can help set up stations before VBS
_____I can help clean up the church after VBS closing at Noon on Friday
_____I can help with snack preparation and serving
_____I can teach a class (Note age group preferred________________)
_____I can be a classroom helper
_____I can help with recreation
_____I can help with crafts
_____I can help preparing craft materials and decorations for VBS
_____I can help with the skit (promotional skit, opening day and closing day)
_____I can help with music
_____I can pick up supplies
_____I can help with decorating (Saturday, May 30)
_____I can help with taking photographs and video of VBS
Name___________________________________ Phone Number_____________________
Email address__________________________________
Contact Kortney Marlatt (360) 927-3705
or Christina Palmer (724) 378-0754 if you have any questions.
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27
Hand bells @ 6:30

20

13
Hand bells @ 6:30 p

6
Hand bells @ 6:30 p

Mon

3
4
Good Friday services @
Noon and 7:30 pm

Sat

11

Fri

2
Maundy Thursday
service at Concord
Presb. @ 7:00 p

10

Thu

1
Last FEAST @ 5:30 p
Deacons Mtg @ 6:30 p

9
Rachel Circle
Choir @ 7:00 p

Wed

7
Women’s Assoc. -6:30

8
Ruth Circle
Westminster Confess.
@ 7:00 p

17

WOMEN’S RETREAT
25

16
Choir @ 7:00 p

23
Young Life Mtg. 1:00 p
Choir @ 7:00 p

30

WOMEN’S RETREAT
24

15

29

22

18
Scrap metal collection
8-11 a @ Mt. Carmel

Deborah Circle

28

Beaver Elder Care 2:00 p

21

14
Session Mtg. @ 7:00 p

Tue

April 2015
Sun

12
Fellowship Mtg. after
worship

19
Property Committee
after worship

26
Fellowship hour
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