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Dear Friends,
This is the third in a series of articles on the Five Developmental Tasks which a
congregation faces during the interim time between installed pastors. The first article
dealt with “Coming to Terms with History” and last month we looked at the idea of
“Discovering a New Congregational Identity.” This month’s topic has the longest title“Facilitating Shifts in Lay Leadership and Changes in Congregational Power Structures.” Yep, that’s it...OK, next…
Seriously, though, this can be a huge problem for some congregations-especially
those that have an entrenched “old guard” that runs everything, or a congregation that
is divided into warring cliques and power groups, or one that has experienced a major
conflict where few trust any anymore. I have not seen any of these issues in play at Ohio
Church.
But, you have experienced a “change in the congregation’s power
structure” when the decision was made to go from a bicameral system of a
Session and a Board of Trustees, to a unicameral system of fully empowering the Session
with the legal duties and responsibilities of Trustees and empowering the
Stewardship & Budget Committee to oversee the financial aspect. In many ways, the
change had already occurred long before I arrived in terms of declining
members and increasing difficulty to fill all of the offices. Changing the By-Laws to better represent present-day reality was merely the logical next step. And you are free to re
-constitute a separate Board of Trustees any time you so desire, for all By-Laws are
amendable.
The one aspect of this third developmental task that has given me the most job,
though, is witnessing the “shifts in lay leadership.” I am glad to see new people come
onto the Session and Board of Deacons who have never before held an office in the
church. It is inspiring to see their level of commitment and the freshness of ideas and
energy they bring to their work. One of the most important tasks any organization must
do if it is to thrive is to continually identify, train and empower new leaders and allow
them to lead. And you have done that well as a congregation. You have been willing to
try something new in terms of youth
Ministry-Skybacher Ministries. Last year you were able to not only create a
Pastor Nominating Committee that is very representative of the congregation, but you
were able to go on to fill all the vacancies on the Session and the Board of Deacons, and
in addition to this many have stepped forward to help serve on the various committees.
You work well together, and I am impressed at how you pull together and invite new
folks to join you. I hope you never lose these abilities, for they serve you and the Kingdom well.
I know at times we can get discouraged or wonder if we are “on the right path.”
Please accept my assurance that you are progressing and doing well in this interim time.
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell
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These powerful lyrics to a contemporary song by the
band, Casting Crowns, are worth reading as we
prepare our hearts for Easter.

GLORIOUS DAY
One day when heaven was filled with His praises
One day when sin was as black as could be
Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin
Dwelt among men, my example is He.
The Word became flesh and the Light shined among us
His Glory revealed
Living He Loved me, dying He saved me
Buried, He carried my sins far away
Rising He justified, freely forever
One day He’s coming---O glorious day!!
One day they lead Him up Calvary’s mountain
One day they nailed Him to die on a tree
Suffering anguish, despised and rejected
Bearing our sins, my Redeemer is He
Hands that healed nations stretched out on a tree
And took the nails for me
One day the grave could conceal Him no longer
One day the stone rolled away from the door
Then He arose, over death He had conquered
Now He’s ascended, my Lord evermore
Death could not hold Him,
the grave could not keep Him from rising again!
Living He loved me, Dying He saved me,
Buried, He carried my sins far away
Rising He justified me, freely forever
One day He’s coming---O glorious day!!!!
One day the trumpet will sound for His coming
One day the skies with His glories will shine
Wonderful day my beloved ones bring
My Savior Jesus is mine.
O Glorious Day---O Glorious Day!!!!

“In the Garden”
In 1912, as Charles Austin Miles grabbed his
Bible, it opened to John 20. Reading the account
of Mary Magdalene outside the garden tomb
where Jesus’ body had been laid, Miles felt
powerfully that he was there. Inspired, he
quickly wrote the poem, “In the Garden” and
later composed the music.
This hymn might seem sentimental and trite, if
understood to refer to just any garden. But the
song takes on profound meaning when
recognized as Mary’s personal encounter with
the living Lord.
And he walks with me, and he talks with me,
And he tells me I am his own,
And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other has ever known!
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Birthdays

22
24
25
27
28

2 Jeff Davis
Donna Craig
5 CR Shade
6 Carol Stuck
9 Kevin Hribar
Evelyn Lawson
Logan Palochak
10 Merle Conrad
13 Janet Cronin
Janice Novacek
17 Ceil George
18 Donna Olexick
19 Alex Nolte
20 Justin Tackac
Hannah Palochak
21 Clay Alviani
Jason Arzberger

Annabelle Young
Nathan Burak
Norma Ferguson
Paul Magee
Barbara Tackac
Anniversaries

3
6
7
14
30

Everitt & Janet Laird
William & Louise Broadwater
Gary & Janet Cronin
John & Bonnie Martin
Ken & Patti Strominger

Date

Liturgist

Children’s

Nursery

Greeters

4/1

Lois Davie

Volunteer needed

Brittany Smith

Janice Adamski
Michelle Sebastian

4/8

Lois Davie

Family Sunday

Chris Hurni

Janice Adamski
Michelle Sebastian

4/15

Lynn Smith

Volunteer needed

Sherri Murdoch Janice Adamski
Michelle Sebastian

4/22

Brittany Smith

Volunteer needed

Kristen Nan

Janice Adamski
Michelle Sebastian

4/29

Lynn Smith

Volunteer needed

Paul Hurni

Janice Adamski
Michelle Sebastian
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH SALE
(on the 3rd Sunday this month!)
The Vision Committee is hosting a
Building Fund fundraiser on
Sunday, April 15th. This month they
will be selling Ham BBQ sandwiches,
bag of chips & a cookie . To order
yours please fill out the order form in
the bulletin or call the church office.
The cost is $6.50 per lunch. They will
be available to pick up after church
in the library on the 15th.
If paying by check, please make it
out to Ohio UP Church and put
“Building Fund” in the memo line.
SALE OF SALES-SAVE THE DATE!
The annual Sale of Sales
Rummage Sale will be
June 2nd this year from
9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Please start saving your
“treasures” to donate! Watch for
more information in next month’s
Lamplighter about what items can
be donated and how you can
volunteer to help with this year’s
sale. The Deacons will also be
sponsoring a bake sale.

COOKBOOK NEWS
This is the season for
bridal showers, weddings, and graduations.
Our cookbook is a
perfect gift for those newly married
or those starting out on their own for
the first time. Our 3-ring binder-style
cookbook with over 600 recipes is still
available for only $15 each. During
the week when the office is open,
see Judi. On Sunday mornings, see
Lois Davie, Evelyn Lawson, or
Dorothy Elko. If writing a check,
make it out to the Ohio UP Women’s
Association and mark “cookbook” in
the memo line.
WOMEN & GIRL’S DINNER
May 4th at 6:00 PM
This year’s meal will be a
braised steak dinner.
The entertainment will
be provided by Mark
Venneri, a professional pianist.
Reservation forms will be in the April
bulletins. You can also sign up by
calling the church office.

SPECIAL MUSIC FOR THE SUMMER
Do you sing or play an
BEREAVEMENT LIST
instrument? It’s not too
If you would like to be informed
early to check your
regarding a church family member
calendars to see if you
passing away and you haven’t filled
can provide special
out the slip that was in the
bulletin, please contact the church music during this summer when the
choir takes some much deserved
office. If you have an email address
time off. There will be a schedule
and would like to be informed that
posted outside the choir room soon,
way, please provide that
so sign up early to claim
information as well.
your date(s)!
-Jeff & Jen Davis
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Local and International
Missions Supported by
Ohio UP Church:

For more information:

Spotlight on:
Salvation Army

Salvation Army-Aliquippa
514 Franklin Ave.
Aliquippa, PA 15001
Phone (724) 378-0875

Doing the most good, for the most people, in the most
need.
The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an evangelical
part of the universal Christian Church. Its message is based on the
Bible. Its ministry is motivated by the love of God. Its mission is to
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human needs in His name
without discrimination.

Aliquippa Impact
A.M.P.-Aliquippa Mission
Programs (*new)
Campus Crusade for Christ
International-Pacific Islands
Christians United in Beaver
County
Church Army USAUnCommon Grounds Café
Five Points Meals on
Wheels

HERE'S JUST A FEW OF THE THINGS WE'RE DOING AROUND
THE WORLD & IN YOUR COMMUNITY:
Providing shelter to parents and their children.

Responding to disasters by supplying food, shelter and medical
care.
Supplying food pantries and providing weekly meals to the needy.

Habitat for Humanity
Manna

Taking children and seniors shopping for new winter coats.

Mars Home for Youth
Chaplaincy

Providing health care to those who can't afford it.
Hosting after-school programs like music lessons and tutoring.

Presbyterian Frontier
Fellowship

**Remember as you do your grocery shopping for April and
especially for Easter, to add some extra items in your cart for
the Salvation Army. With your help, we can keep those boxes in
the Narthex filled!

Salvation Army
Wycliffe Bible Translators
Young Life

Easter blessings to you-Mission Committee of Ohio UP
Your Pastor Nominating
Committee:
Jim Novacek
Bob Hurni
Dianne Kanitra
Chuck Adamski
Eleanor Pike
Lynn Smith
Betty Solinski
Sharon Neville
Please keep them and their families in your
prayers as they continue to work through the
process of finding your next installed pastor.

U p d a t ed Totals
As of:

Current balance:

3/25

$8,637.07
(after expenditures on supplies for
recent Manse work)
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Where? Providence Villa Retreat Center
When? April 20-22
Who? All Women!
Cost? $145 for two nights (private bedroom!)
As usual, we’ll carpool up on Friday night and have our devotional program throughout the
day Saturday and Sunday morning. For those who have attended in the past,
we all remember the good food (prepared for us by our chef, and no cleaning up, either!).
Meals provided will include brunch on Saturday and Sunday mornings and an early dinner
on Saturday, but snacks and beverages are always available the rest of the day.
Each participant will have a private bedroom for the two nights (try for one that looks out
over the deer feeding area!) and shared dormitory-style bathrooms on the second and third
floors. This is an excellent opportunity to develop deeper relationships with the women of our
congregation and especially with our Lord.
The anticipated cost will be $145 each, and checks can be made out to
Ohio UP with “Women’s Retreat” in the memo area.
Sign up today with this form, with the bulletin insert, by calling the church office
at 724-378-3690, or by emailing Patti Strominger (pattistr@gmail.com),
Lynn Smith (lynn_smith@comcast.net) or Donna Craig (donnajcraig@comcast.net).
——————-

WOMEN’S RETREAT 2012
NAME_________________________________________
PHONE________________________________________
EMAIL_________________________________________
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 11-15
Sonrise National Park!
Volunteers Inventory
Our Vacation Bible School is an important ministry each year to the children in our church and
in our community. We are blessed by this opportunity to share the Love of God with these children. Many adult volunteers are needed to make this program a success. Please take a few
minutes and indicate below the area or areas in which you can volunteer. This will enable us to
recruit and staff VBS more effectively. THANK YOU!!!!!!!!
(If you are only able to help on certain days, please indicate that)
_____I can help set up stations before VBS
_____I can help take down tables after VBS is over
_____I can help clean up the church after VBS closing at Noon on Friday
S
_____I can teach a class (Note age group preferred________________)
VB
e
h
_____I can be a classroom helper
nt
it i
e
_____I can help with recreation
.
lac
r p tuary
o
_____I can help with crafts
c
h
rc
an
chu the s
_____I can help direct traffic
e
th ind
to
_____I can help with the skit
eh
m
r
yb
o
f
a
_____I can help in the kitchen
llw
his
i l t h e ha
a
_____I can help with music
m in t
ce
_____I can pick up supplies
Pla l slot
i
ma
_____I can help with decorating
Name___________________________Phone Number____________
Email address_______________________
Contact Patti Strominger (724) 495-2146

or Bev Abate (724) 378-3608 if you have any questions.

Gateway Clipper Event!!!!
Join the youth of Beaver-Butler Presbytery for an
evening of fabulous views, dancing and
fellowship!
When? Sunday, April 29, 2012

Kindergarten-8th Grade Youth Group w/ Patti

Where? The Empress-350 West Station Square
When? Boarding Time 5:00-5:30 pm
Sailing Time 5:30-8:30 pm
Cost? $20.00 per person
Who? EVERYONE WELCOME!
RSVP TO: dianamermon@gmail.com

The last youth group for K-8th graders will be on
Tuesday, April 24th. Instead of the usual time,
we will meet at Sheffield Bowling Lanes at 4:00
for Pizza and Bowling-no charge. Please email
Patti Strominger at pattistr@gmail.com if you
plan on attending.
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Sun

15
Meals on Wheels

Rev. Powell leaves on study
leave after worship

22
Women’s Retreat ends

29
Beaver-Butler Youth
Cruise 5:00 pm

2

Mon

Handbells 6:30 pm
9

Easter Monday
Office Closed

Handbells 6:30 pm
16

Rev. Powell study leave
23

Handbells 6:30 pm
30

Handbells 6:30 pm

3

Wed

Thu

18

Cub Scouts 6:15 pm
Bible Study 6:30 pm

11
Ruth Circle—Noon

Rev. Powell study leave

Choir 7:00 pm

19

Choir 7:00 pm

12
Rachel Circle-12:45 pm

Maundy Thursday
service @ 7:00 pm

Cub Scouts 6:15 pm
Bible Study 6:30 pm

26

4
Cub Scouts 6:15 pm
Deacons Mtg. 6:30 pm
Bible Study 6:30 pm
Choir tonight 7:00 pm

Rev. Powell study leave

5

17
Beaver Elder Care
visit@ 1:00 pm
Property/Vision Mtgs.

27

Fri

Office Closed

Wedding rehearsal

7

14

Sat

Cub Scout B&G Banquet

28

Wedding

20
21
Women’s Retreat begins
Women’s Retreat
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April 2012
Tue

Women’s Association
Mtg. 6:30 pm

25
Friendship Group

Choir 7:00 pm

10

Rev. Powell study leave
24
Primary Election Day

Bible Study 6:30 pm

Session Mtg. 7:00 pm

Ohio serving @ Manna

10

