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Dear Friends,

Sunday Morning Schedule

Sunday School - 9:00 am
Worship Service - 10:00 am
The Church Office is
open from 8 am-1pm
Monday thru Friday

Church office phone:
724-378-3690
Church email:
office@ohioupchurch.com
Church website:
www.ohiopresbyterian.org
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After much research, discussion and deliberation in both committee and Session
levels, the Session has decided to implement a policy of requiring people who work with
children under the auspices of Ohio United Presbyterian Church to submit to a background check and obtain clearances. Elsewhere in this newsletter, as well as in the
narthex of the church, you will be able to find the instructions on how and where to
obtain these clearances. What I wish to address here is why we have enacted this.
While it is true that the church maintains an insurance policy that would protect it
and its officers in the case of any accusation of abuse and subsequent civil and/or legal
action that would ensue, one can quickly realize that maintaining insurance coverage is
only legal and financial protection after the fact and for the benefit of all except a
possible victim. Sadly, we live in an age and culture where the abuse of children does
happen. And no institution or organization-even a church-is immune from such evil
occurring in its midst. Indeed, because churches are often noted for their work with
children, they can become a favorite haunt and hunting ground of predators for wouldbe victims. To ignore this unpleasant reality is to invite trouble. And to hide behind the
claim that “that would never happen here” is, to some degree, to avoid the responsibility
of protecting those who are most vulnerable.
To my knowledge, there has never been a reported case of child abuse of any kind
involving a volunteer, staff member or pastor of Ohio U.P. Church, and I hope there
never is! But, “Prior performance is no guarantee of future success.” The Session, then,
has chosen to be more intentional in its duties to care for the church, and especially the
children, by implementing this policy-a policy which many other churches, as well as
schools, employ.
The Session realizes that this may be a put-off to some people, having to submit
themselves to such scrutiny. I liken this to having a vaccination for the flu each year-it
not only protects the recipient, but the general population, as well, for the fewer people
going around infected the less likely there will be a pandemic. Some may also find
dealing with on-line applications via a computer and the internet to be troublesome and
inconvenient because they are not familiar with this form of communication. The
Christian Education Committee is seeking to help folks fill out the forms who may
request such help, so as to lessen the burden.
If you are at first shocked about this, I hope you would please give yourself some
time to consider the importance of this before forming an opinion. You have an
unsoiled history of youth ministry as a church. Let’s make sure we keep it that way-to
God’s glory!
In Christ’s Love,
Rev. Powell
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WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO UP NEWS
LAST CALL FOR RECIPES FOR THE
NEW CHURCH COOKBOOK!
The deadline has been extended to April 10th
but that is the final date you may submit your
recipes. There is NO LIMIT to the number of
recipes you may submit. Your friends and
family may submit recipes as well-just make
sure to list who they are friends with or

related to so we know who to thank! You
can submit those recipes by bringing them
into the church and placing them in the mail
slot marked “Recipes”, by emailing them to
the church at office@ohioupchurch.com or
by mailing them to the church.
Don’t delay-submit them today!

Women’s Retreat Rescheduled!

MAY 13-15
No more snow, so make plans to attend this year’s Women’s Retreat, which will be held again at Providence Villa, a retreat center operated by the sisters of Divine Providence. Located in the North Hills and
nestled on 16 acres of woodland, the facility is comprised of a large dining room that seats 20, private
and semi-private bedrooms, sitting rooms, a bright sunroom and a chapel. The home-style meals are
prepared by a chef. One of the Sisters is on site throughout the weekend to make sure we have everything we need to make our weekend as relaxing as possible. During the weekend, there is time provided
for group fellowship, private reflection, Bible exploration and worship. It is a time to relax, get to know
one another better, grow spiritually and have fun. If you are interested in attending this year’s retreat,
fill out the reservation form below and turn it in soon. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Patti Strominger at 724-495-2146.
Cost? $140 per person, includes meals and supplies
What to bring? Bible and personal toiletry items
Special arrangements can be made if you are unable to attend the full weekend.

Women’s Retreat Reservation Form
May 13-15
$20 deposit required with registration
Name_________________________________________________
Phone Number_______________________________________
Email________________________________________________
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A Word From Your Youth Director, Michael Spicuzza
Dear Ohio UP,

a time when the youth will get to spend an
extended period of time with one another,
Before all else, I want to which will give us an opportunity to grow
thank everyone for your closer together and closer in our faith. It will
prayers for Christine’s grandfather during his include games and activities that will chalhealth struggle and passing away. We have
lenge our faith, teach us something new about
deeply appreciated all of your prayers and
our faith, as well as fun and games. We have
support during the uncertain weeks in March. some adult volunteers that will be present for
I also want to thank you all, especially the
the event, but if you have any interest in joinyouth for your flexibility as we needed to
ing in on the fun with us, please let me know.
cancel a youth group meeting for funeral
We can always use a few extra hands to help
arrangements. You have all shown us the
out.
love and grace of Jesus during this time in
our lives.
God Bless,
I also want to thank everyone for two very
Michael
fun and successful events that happened in
March. The Shrove Pancake dinner was a
great way to kick off the Lenten season, with
several youth in attendance to help serve and
clean up. We also got off to a great start in
fundraising for the youth mission trip in
June, which raised over $300 from the free
will offering. Thank you if you helped with
the meal, ate some pancakes, or supported us
financially for this event. Be on the lookout
for future fundraising dinners and events.
We also had a great all-you-can-eat-wing
night at Quaker Steak and Lube on March
22nd. A dozen youth were able to make it out,
as well as some parents and adults that
helped us drive there!
The big upcoming and highly anticipated
event for this April is the Lock-in on Friday,
April 8th into Saturday morning. This will be
Upcoming Jr./Sr. High Youth Events
April 8th: Lock-in at Ohio UP Church
May 17th: Serving community meal with Manna at
House of Prayer Lutheran Church, Aliquippa
June 13-17th: Vacation Bible School
June 19-25: Work Camp Mission Trip, serving the
City Rescue Mission in New Castle, PA

Upcoming K-6th Youth Events
Thursday, April 14: Color Easter Eggs 6:30 p
Saturday, April 30: Campfire @ Mrs. Murdoch’s
house 1:00-2:30 p

4

Birthdays
1

Holly DiCicco

2

Jeff Davis
Donna Craig

4

Spencer Mancini

5

Clarence (CR) Shade
Sharp Davidson
Rachel Hough
Samantha Alexander
Joshua Progar

6

Carol Stuck

8

Patty Pursley

9

Kevin Hribar
Evelyn Lawson
Logan Palochak

10

Merle Conrad
Alexandra Garrand

12

Emma Palmieri

13

Janet Cronin

Anniversaries
17

Ceil George
Brett Smith

18

Donna Olexick

19

Alex Nolte

20

Justin Tackac
Hannah Palochak

21

Clay Alviani
Jason Arzberger

22

Annabelle Young

23

Michael Garrand

24

Nathan Burak

25

Donald Sanders

3 Everitt & Janet Laird
6 Warren & Linda Hall
William & Louise Broadwater

7

Gary & Janet Cronin

14 John & Bonnie Martin
20 David & Mary Alexander
30 Ken & Patti Strominger

Norma Ferguson
26

Terry Canonge

27

Paul Magee
Marge Cunningham

28

Barbara Tackac
Jonathan Thomas

Janice Novacek

April 3

April 10

April 17
Palm Sunday

Worship Lead- Lois Davie
er

Janice Angelo

Greeters

Mary Adair
Linda Duganich

Donna Olexick
Barb Tackac

Lois Davie
Barb Tackac

Nursery
Volunteer

Barb Tackac

Amber Tackac

Chris Hurni

Elaine Verostek

Karen Barth

Junior Church Nancy Hribar

April 24
Easter Sunday
Lynn Smith
Lois Davie
Patty Slezak

Family Sunday
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Congratulations to Mary and Chris Cronin on the birth of
their son, Nathan Paul.
Nathan was born on February 26th and weighed 8 lb. 3 oz.

We want to express our deepest sympathy to the
Hribar family for the death of Nancy’s father,
Gerald Stewart, who passed away on March 13th.

Our sympathy to the
family and friends of
Bertha Schmidt, who
died on Friday, March
25th.

Ohio UP is providing
desserts again for
Meals on Wheels!
Please bring your
desserts to church on
Sunday April 10th, or have them here
by 9:00 am on Monday the 11th.

Beaver Elder Care Visit
The Women’s Association will be visiting
Beaver Elder Care on Tuesday, April 19th, at
1:30 pm. Small gifts such as snack cracker
packets, cookie packets, and trinkets are
needed for the residents (anything you think
they might enjoy would be appreciated!) A
box will be placed in the Narthex for your
contributions. If you are able to go and
help, please meet at the church no later than
1:15 in order to carpool or meet at Beaver
Elder Care at 1:30 pm.

Our sympathies to the family and friends of
Martha deBrucky, who passed away on
March 6th.

Our condolences to Michael Spicuzza and his
fiancé Christine on the death of Christine’s grandfather recently.

Important News!
There will be a Congregational Meeting
immediately following the worship
service on April 10th for the purpose of
electing the Pastor Nominating Committee.
Please make every effort to attend this brief but
important meeting!
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EASTER 2011
Sunday, April 17th-Palm Sunday
Join us at 9:00 am in the social hall for a Palm Sunday Breakfast. This
will be in lieu of Sunday School. The menu will include donuts, colored
eggs, fruit cup, coffee, juice and/or milk.
Thursday, April 21st-Maundy Thursday
Come worship together Thursday evening at 7:00 pm as we
celebrate Communion.
Friday, April 22nd-Good Friday
The church office will be closed.
Sunday, April 24th-Easter Sunday
Join us in celebrating our Risen Lord! Worship service begins at 10:00 am.
Sunday, April 24th-Easter Sunrise Service @ Raccoon Creek State Park
Early riser? Christians United is hosting a Sunrise Service at the Wildflower Reserve Bldg. off
Route 30 at the park. The Sunrise Service begins at 7:00 am.

Order Your Easter Flowers Today! Deadline is April 7th!
Choose from Easter lilies, daffodils or tulips. Each 6” flower is $7.00.
Please indicate who you would like the flowers to be ordered in honor or memory of and by
whom. Payment is due with order and can be either cash or a check made payable to Ohio UP
Church with “Easter flowers” in the memo line.
_____Easter lilies in honor/memory of______________________________
By_______________________________________________________
_____daffodils in honor/memory of________________________________
By_______________________________________________________
_____tulips in honor/memory of__________________________________
By_______________________________________________________
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What’s Going on at Ohio UP?
Trinity Choir Easter Cantata-“One Lord, One Faith”
Mark your calendars for April 13th at 7:00 pm, and plan on spending the evening at
Ohio UP enjoying the Trinity Choir’s Easter Cantata “One Lord, One Faith”. It is a
joyful musical celebration of the Resurrection and a moving worship experience featuring a Banner Routine and DVD accompaniment. Several members of Ohio UP:
Sherri Murdoch, Christina Murdoch, Vi Young and Wendi Rybicki will be performing
in the Cantata this year, and former member Diana Martin is the Trinity Choir’s Music Director. The
performance will be approximately 55 minutes in length. Everyone who attends is encouraged to bring
non-perishable food items to be donated to the Aliquippa Salvation Army food bank. A free will offering
will also be accepted, which will be used to defray the choir’s costs and then are dispersed to selected
ministries.
We hope you will come and spend an enjoyable, uplifting evening with your church friends and family!
*If you would like to volunteer to help with this event, please contact Eleanor Pike.
She can be reached at 724-378-9788 or elrpike@gmail.com

ATTENTION ALL WOMEN & GIRLS OF OHIO UP!
What? The Annual Women & Girls Banquet
When? Friday, May 6th at 6:00 pm
Menu? Ham Balls, Scalloped Potatoes, Carrots, Fruit Cup, Dessert, & Beverages
Program? An interactive program involving the attendees
Deadline to reserve your place? May 1st
Watch for bulletin inserts beginning April 17th to sign up, or you can call the church office.
SAVE THE DATE!
And save your Treasures! The Annual Sale of Sales is closer than you
think! The tentative date for this year’s Sale is Saturday, June 4th.
If you would be able to help this year, please contact
Eleanor Pike at 724-378-9788.
More information will be in future bulletins and in the May Lamplighter.
Vacation Bible School 2011!
This year’s theme is Son Surf Beach Bash
The children will ask and answer:
June 13-17th, 9:00-Noon
Who is Jesus?
Why Can I trust Jesus?
Why Do I Need Jesus?
How Can Jesus Help Me When I Mess Up?
What Does Jesus Want Me to Do?
It takes a lot of volunteers to hold a week of Vacation Bible School so if you would like to find out
how you can help, contact one of the Directors (Sherri Murdoch, Patti Strominger, Bev Abate)

or contact the church office. Be watching the bulletins and May newsletter for more info.

8

Recommendations for Clearances:
Statement: All volunteers involved with the youth will be required to obtain their Child Abuse Clearance (ACT 33)
and PA Criminal Background Check Clearance (ACT 34).
1.

This applies to: Sunday School teachers, VBS workers, Clergy, Youth Director, Church Secretary, Jr. Church
leaders, Youth Group leaders, Nursery attendants, Children’s Choir director, Youth Group Chaperones.

2.

Clearances required: PA Child Abuse History Clearance (Act 33) and PA State Police Criminal Background
Check (Act 34) – See attached forms.
2a. Obtaining a PA History Background Check: (This MUST be obtained
first and report attached to the PA Child Abuse Clearance application) :
Online Request: See attached description. Go to PATCH website by following
link on Pa State Police website. Go to www.psp.state.pa.us then click on the
“Public Services” tab in the left column. Go to “Criminal History Request”, and that
takes you to the online PATCH website link method or paper method to obtain the
Criminal Background Check.


Charge $10 to credit card after completing online form. Within 10 minutes your certificate is available to
print. Attach a copy to the Child Abuse Clearance application.

Paper Request: Complete the downloaded form and attach a $10 money order
payable to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Mail to:
Pennsylvania State Police Central Repository – 164
1800 Elmerton Ave.
Harrisburg, PA 17110-9758
2b. Obtaining Child Abuse Clearance: Go to www.dpw.state.pa.us and in right
column click on “Pennsylvania Child Abuse History Clearance form”. Complete
form and check the box marked “VOLUNTEER”. Attach your PA Criminal
Background Check certificate with a $10 money order made payable to “Dept. of
Public Welfare”.
Mail to:
Childline and Abuse Registry
Department of Public Welfare
P.O. Box 8170
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8170
3.

Clearances will need to be received immediately for anyone currently assisting with the
youth and no later than May 15, 2011. Clearances for VBS workers must be
th
th
received by May 15 and by August 15 for Sunday School teachers of each
upcoming VBS and Sunday School calendar year.

4.

Clearances will be valid for five years. Clearance must be obtained before the end of the fifth year to remain an
active volunteer.

5.

Financial assistance is available upon request for reimbursement of clearance fees.
Applicants must submit a copy of their application letters and/or money order receipts
to the Personnel Committee. Personal information may be edited for privacy.

6.

In addition, applicants must sign the attached waiver stating that he or she will not hold
the church liable for any refusal on its part to allow that person to participate in the
youth ministries based upon information gathered through these clearances.

7. Session will enforce the above policy via the Personnel Committee during its annual
review.
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Mon

4
Hand bells 6:30 pm

11
Hand bells 6:30 pm

8
Jr/Sr High Youth
Group Lock-in

1

16

9

2

Fri

7
Fellowship/
membership mtg.
@6:00 pm
Choir 7:00 pm

15

Thu

6
Deacons 6:30 pm

14
Rachel Circle
Jr/Sr YG 5:00 pm
CE Mtg. 6:30 pm
Choir 7:00 pm

23

Wed

13
Ruth Circle
Esther Circle
Trinity Choir
Cantata 7:00 pm

22
Good Friday
Church office closed

30

Tue

12
Session 7:00 pm

20

21
Maundy Thursday
Service 7:00 pm

29

5
Women’s Assoc.
Board Mtg. 7:00 pm

19
1:30 pm Beaver Elder Care Visit

27

26

28
Jr/Sr YG 5:00 pm
Choir 7:00 pm

April 2011
Sun

3
4th Sunday in Lent

10
5th Sunday in Lent

17
18
Palm Sunday Breakfast in lieu of Sunday
School 9 am

24 Easter Sunday

25
Church office closed
No handbells

Sat
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