
Week of February 21, 2021 
 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. 

I hope this finds you all well and staying safe and sane.  This week 

we begin the season of Lent in the church calendar.  It is a 40-day 

season (excluding Sundays), leading up to Easter.  It is a season of intentional preparation.  For many 

centuries, it was the time in the church calendar in which those who desired to become members of the 

Church prepared for baptism, which occurred during the Easter Vigil service.  Now, we see it as a time 

of giving up something and a time when all the local Roman Catholic Churches and fire-halls have fish 

fry Fridays.  As Greg Pennoyer states in his Lenten devotional God For Us, Lent has a “reputation as a 

time for the ‘denial of the flesh,’ for self-flagellation and a vaguely spiritualized gloominess.” 

However, the Lenten season is more about the “revelation of God’s desire to use all of life for our 

wholeness and our healing.”  It is the revelation that God is for us.  God desires to be with us.  God 

desires to influence us, to mold us and shape us in the image of Jesus Christ, and to have us work with 

Him to invite all people into this life-giving and life-fulfilling relationship with our Creator.  Again, 

Greg Pennoyer: “In Lent we learn that the meaning of life is not dependent upon the fulfillment of our 

dreams and aspiration.  Nor is it lost within our brokenness and self-absorption.  Lent cleanses the 

palate so that we can tase life more fully.  It clears the lease so that we can see what we routinely miss 

within our circumstances.  Lent and Easter reveal the God who is for us in all of life—for our 

liberation, for our healing, for our wholeness.  Lent and Easter remind us that even in death there can 

be found resurrection.” 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Nick 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

Carl Gartley 2/2 
Kevin Reese 2/2 
Linda Duganich 2/4 
Dawn Psik 2/4 
Christi Fouse 2/6 
Eric Rastetter 2/6 
Dolores Skinner 2/6 
Homer Summy 2/6 
Pastor Nick 2/9 
Noah Repman 2/9 
Ken Gregory 2/11 
Weston Shaffer 2/12 
Crystal Saxon 2/13 
Jonah Honess 2/14 
Marloe Rastetter 2/15 
Michael Colesar 2/16 
Diane Gennaro 2/18 
Noah Honess 2/21 
Tanner Lewis 2/21 
Martha Piroli 2/22 
Trevis Gregory 2/23 
Sharon Neville 2/24 
Mary Blanchard 2/26 
Nathan Cronin 2/26 
Richard Pike 2/26 
Corinna Petrella 2/28 

 

Zoom Info for Sunday 2/21 
Sunday February 21 Worship 
Time: Feb 21, 2021 10:00 AM 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,7243783690#,,,,*849087# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 646 558 8656 
Meeting ID: 724 378 3690 
Passcode: 849087 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7243783690?pwd=Tnk3WEhMSmlESFRzWG96eTl5aEtDZz09


 

JOYS AND CONCERNS:   

● Prayers for the Gennaro family--healing and comfort for 
Jack (Chemo) and Jimmy (recovering from work accident 
and multiple surgeries to begin piecing his leg back 
together).  Prayers of patience and energy for Dianne. 

● Prayers of healing and perseverance for Betty Lou 
Conrad who has been moved into the skilled nursing 
section of Masonic Village. 

● Prayers of comfort and peace for crossing guard Jim 
Rock whose wife died from cancer on Friday. 

● Prayers of thanksgiving for the family whose house burned down in Clearview a few weeks 
ago because they have temporary housing nearby and the family had a new baby boy over 
the weekend. 

● Prayers of birthday blessings for Jonah Honess who turns 5 today (Sunday, Feb 14). 
 

JOIN PASTOR NICK FOR A MONTH-LONG STUDY 
IN-PERSON ON WEDNESDAYS  

DIFFICULT TEXTS: CONFRONTING WHAT THE BIBLE REALLY 
SAYS ABOUT POVERTY, AUTHORITY, AND THE STATUS QUO 

THE KELSO COMMUNITY CONVERSATION ON RACE AND FAITH 
DATES 
Wednesdays, Feb. 17, and 24, 2021, 7:30-9:00 p.m. ET 

OVERVIEW 
From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible proclaims justice and prosperity for 
the poor: the Exodus is a founding story of God being on the side of the 
poor and oppressed, the Deuteronomic Code offers commandments that say that how you care for your 
neighbor is how you honor God, the prophets denounce oppressing the poor, the gospels proclaim bringing 
good news to the poor, and Paul’s epistles instruct the Jesus followers to offer mutual solidarity through the 
collection for the poor. 

Nevertheless, the Bible is often interpreted in ways that justify inaction in the face of poverty, state that 
poverty is eternal, and claim that if God wanted to end poverty, God would do so. Rarely in our public 
discussion or our congregations is there reference to the truly radical economic teachings of the Bible and 
the call for abundant life for absolutely all. 

Join The Rev. Dr. Liz Theoharis, director of the Kairos Center for Religions, Rights, and Social Justice at 
Union Theological Seminary and co-chair of the Poor People’s Campaign: A National Call for Moral Revival 
for this four-part Bible study. Sessions will include attention to “the poor will be with you always,” “if you do 
not work, you shall not eat,” “render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s,” and other biblical roadblocks for a more 
just society. Come engage in rich discussion of what the Bible really says about the poor, prosperity, and 
justice and what we are called to do in this moment in history about it.  This event is supported by the 
James A. Kelso Endowment and co-sponsored by Pittsburgh Seminary’s Office of Continuing Education 
and Metro-Urban Institute. 



LITTLE FREE PANTRY 
During February, our minds turn to love and things that 

go together. Candy and flowers. Apple pie and ice 

cream. Spaghetti and meatballs. Hamburgers and fries. 

This month, we're requesting Little Free Pantry 

donations of a classic duo, peanut butter and jelly! As 

always, these can be found at Dollar Tree. Are you a 

smooth or chunky fan?  Thank you! 

  

Clearances for Volunteers Working with 
Children 

Just a reminder for adults who would like to work with 
children in the church that clearances are required every 
five  years.  In Pennsylvania the required clearances are 
free.  There are some exceptions to what is required 
depending if you’ve lived outside of Pennsylvania in the 
last 10 years.  The link for further information is: 
KeepKidsSafe.pa.gov.  If you have any questions, or need 
assistance in obtaining the required clearances, please 
reach out to Patti Strominger at:  pattistr@gmal.com, or 
call:  724-494-2160. 

The following is a letter from the Rev. Dr. Tom Harmon, the new Executive Presbyter of Beaver 
Butler Presbytery as of Feb 15, 2021.   

Growing Together 

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing.” – John 15:5 NRSV 

Dear Beaver-Butler Presbytery, 

Grace and peace to you during the winter season as we turn our gaze toward brighter days ahead. 

I am beginning my new role in ministry as your Executive Presbyter. It is a calling that God has placed on my 
heart for nearly two decades, as I feel the confirmation of your call to prepare, equip, and nurture the 
congregations of Beaver-Butler Presbytery. 

The term “presbytery” has so many connotations. I have heard it used to refer to an office building when we 
say, “I’m going to the presbytery.” Other times, we use the word to refer to the chairperson of one of our 



committees by inferring, “The presbytery is calling.” I have also heard the term used when a session or 
congregation is visited, saying, “The presbytery is coming…” with an implied sense of saying, “… for us.” 

I will be the first to acknowledge there are times when the partnering presence of ministry feels like an 
obligated constraint. A regulatory body becomes the administrative result of voting at meetings, reviewing 
minutes, and remembering deadlines to be met. 

However, I wonder how we can live out patterns of genuine communion among congregations, ministers, and 
between ministers and elders. Our presbytery is the whole body of congregations. Every Christian who gathers 
among our congregations is “the presbytery.” 

The presbytery is “us.” From that vantage, I want our work of ministry to consider how we will become a 
presence of deepening Christian relationships. How will we work together to equip the church’s ministry and 
mission? 

Toward that vision, I hope that we will claim our life together, moving from legislation to connection. I want 
the presbytery to become a catalyzing presence, helping our congregations share the ways that God is 
transforming vital ministries in and through the communities of your mission field. I look to God for the 
confidence of seeing how our energy, intelligence, imagination, and love affirm a celebration of the baptismal 
ties that bind us together. 

We are no longer the presbytery we once were. We have moved from a time of theological and power struggles 
with adversarial postures. In turning a corner, we have focused our attention on seeking the meaningful 
purpose of emphasizing our covenantal connections. 

By gathering, we spend time dwelling in God’s Word while focusing our discerning work in a worshipful 
posture of seeking God’s will over ours. We share our moments of mission as a witness to encourage each 
other to see and believe that God’s work continues among us. Likewise, even during the tensest moments, we 
meet each other with grace and fidelity in our calling to Christ and each other. 

Beaver-Butler Presbytery has made palpable steps toward building community, sharing in our work, and 
looking to each other as we seek to love our neighbors in Christ’s way. 

For some, moving ahead means the thoughtful joining of a pastoral relationship between two congregations. 
Others have recently received grants to improve sidewalks, entrances, and signs pointing toward our work of 
sharing the gospel with the community. In a pandemic, we responded by collaborating best practices, hearing 
mission stories by video conference, and providing funds to encourage new growth amid anxious times. 

Our willingness to journey into unknown territory continues to allow new opportunities to see and experience 
God’s presence among us. Likewise, I am looking forward to exploring the expansion of our connections and 
the deepening of our faith as the Lord continues to cultivate and develop our lives both individually and 
corporately. 

In John 15, Jesus teaches about his relationship to the Father using the image of branches connected to a 
grapevine. As I reflect upon his metaphor in scripture, I am hopeful about the places you and I connect to the 
vine. Moreover, I look forward to seeing ways the vine gives life to the branch, producing good fruit, the 
evidence of our purposeful work. 

Just as branches depend upon the vine, the church finds its life abiding in Christ, who alone is our source of 
nourishment. And, by looking to Christ’s presence in each other, I look forward to the hope of experiencing 
God among us by growing together, connected to God, connected to each other. 

In gratitude to Christ, serving with you,   Tom 



 



 



 



 


