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WHEREAS, All persons are created in God’s image and are made to glorify Him (Genesis 1:27; 

Isaiah 43:7); and 

 

WHEREAS, God’s design was the creation of two distinct and complementary sexes, male and 

female (Genesis 1:27; Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:6) which designate the fundamental distinction 

that God has embedded in the very biology of the human race; and 

 

WHEREAS, Distinctions in masculine and feminine roles as ordained by God are part of the 

created order and should find expression in every human heart (Genesis 2:18, 21–24; 1 

Corinthians 11:7–9; Ephesians 5:22–33; 1 Timothy 2:12–14); and  

 

WHEREAS, The Fall of man into sin and God’s subsequent curse have introduced brokenness 

and futility into God’s good creation (Genesis 3:1–24; Romans 8:20); and 

 

WHEREAS, According to a 2011 survey, about 700,000 Americans perceive their gender 

identity to be at variance with the physical reality of their biological birth sex; and  

 

WHEREAS, Transgenderism differs from hermaphroditism or intersexualism in that the sex of 

the individual is not biologically ambiguous but psychologically ambiguous; and  

 

WHEREAS, The American Psychiatric Association removed this condition (aka, “gender 

identity disorder”) from its list of disorders in 2013, substituting “gender identity disorder” with 

“gender dysphoria”; and 

 

WHEREAS, The American Psychiatric Association includes among its treatment options for 

gender dysphoria cross-sex hormone therapy, gender reassignment surgery, and social and legal 

transition to the desired gender; and  

 

WHEREAS, News reports indicate that parents are allowing their children to undergo these 

therapies; and  

 

WHEREAS, Many LGBT activists have sought to normalize the transgender experience and to 

define gender according to one’s self-perception apart from biological anatomy; and 

 

WHEREAS, The separation of one’s gender identity from the physical reality of biological birth 

sex poses the harmful effect of engendering an understanding of sexuality and personhood that is 

fluid; and 

 

WHEREAS, Some public schools are encouraging parents and teachers to affirm the feelings of 

children whose self-perception of their own gender is at variance with their biological sex; and 
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WHEREAS, Some public schools are allowing access to restrooms and locker rooms according 

to children’s self-perception of gender and not according to their biological sex; and 

 

WHEREAS, The state of New Jersey prohibits licensed counselors from any attempt to change a 

child’s “gender expression”; and 

 

WHEREAS, These cultural currents run counter to the biblical teaching as summarized in The 

Baptist Faith and Message, Article III, that “Man is the special creation of God, made in His own 

image. He created them male and female as the crowning work of His creation. The gift of 

gender is thus part of the goodness of God’s creation”; now, therefore, be it 

 

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Baltimore, 

Maryland, June 10–11, 2014, affirm God’s good design that gender identity is determined by 

biological sex and not by one’s self-perception—a perception which is often influenced by fallen 

human nature in ways contrary to God’s design (Ephesians 4:17–18); and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That we grieve the reality of human fallenness which can result in such biological 

manifestations as intersexuality or psychological manifestations as gender identity confusion and 

point all to the hope of the redemption of our bodies in Christ (Romans 8:23); and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That we extend love and compassion to those whose sexual self-understanding is 

shaped by a distressing conflict between their biological sex and their gender identity; and be it 

further  

 

RESOLVED, That we invite all transgender persons to trust in Christ and to experience renewal 

in the Gospel (1 Timothy 1:15–16); and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That we love our transgender neighbors, seek their good always, welcome them to 

our churches and, as they repent and believe in Christ, receive them into church membership (2 

Corinthians 5:18–20; Galatians 5:14); and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, That we regard our transgender neighbors as image-bearers of Almighty God and 

therefore condemn acts of abuse or bullying committed against them; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, That we oppose efforts to alter one’s bodily identity (e.g., cross-sex hormone 

therapy, gender reassignment surgery) to refashion it to conform with one’s perceived gender 

identity; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, That we continue to oppose steadfastly all efforts by any governing official or 

body to validate transgender identity as morally praiseworthy (Isaiah 5:20); and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, That we oppose all cultural efforts to validate claims to transgender identity; and 

be it finally 

 

RESOLVED, That our love for the Gospel and urgency for the Great Commission must include 
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declaring the whole counsel of God, proclaiming what Scripture teaches about God’s design for 

us as male and female persons created in His image and for His glory (Matthew 28:19–20; Acts 

20:27; Romans 11:36). 
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