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 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not 
know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe.  22For Jews request a sign, and 
Greeks seek after wisdom;  23but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews 
a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 

1 Corinthians 1:21-23 

BE THE CHURCH! 

‘   Til Jesus Comes… Tithes & Offerings 
April 19 $5251.45 

April 26 $4176.11 

6But this I say: He who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7So let 
each one give as he purposes in his heart, 

not grudgingly or of necessity; for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
FAITHFUL GIVING 

DURING THIS CRISIS! 

May 3 $6709.73 

General Fund Balance on 
April 30, 2020 - $18782.67 

RETURNING TO THE NEW NORMAL                                                             
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and 

without reproach, and it will be given to him.”                                                          
James 1:5  

“When are we going to return to meeting inside our buildings and face to face?” 
That question has been on a lot of people’s mind, including mine! In the coming 
days, our church leaders and myself will search for the correct balance of courage 
and caution as we transition back to in-person gatherings. We ask for compassion 
as we navigate an uncertain path. We do not want our passion to gather to exceed 
wisdom. We humbly ask that you pray for God to give us wisdom to make the 
journey into the “new normal” in the way that most pleases Him! 

Some things will probably be different for a while. It may be a few more weeks 
before all of our services return to the normal face-to-face meeting. Even then, we 
will encourage a proper and healthy environment. I also know that many people 
feel all of this was unnecessary- the entire CoVid-19 saga was a hoax! I respect 
that, but firmly believe we must proceed with caution. I ask those who would 
disagree with these safety precautions be patient with us and respect our efforts to 
accommodate the necessary health precautions.  

This Sunday, May 10, we will gather via DRIVE IN CHURCH at 10 a.m. Beyond 
those plans, I ask for you to listen for an announcement about our next steps to 
returning to the new normal.  

‘Til Jesus Comes,                                                                                                       
Bro. Ray 
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Music Notes… 
Bro. Steven Sanderson 
 
Recently, Bro. Ray offered encouragement through 1 Kings 19 that we are not 
alone. My heart especially goes out to those who are in residential care where 
their families cannot see them. I miss our monthly services at Southern Magnolia 
Ministry. It is such a blessing to minister through visiting and singing. Wherever I 
have served, I have always been blessed to be a part of a special ministry to 
nursing homes, senior care facilities, and assisted living centers. They are some of 
the most appreciative people that I have ever met. They are the people that you 
miss and that we cannot forget. Please join me in prayer for these residents that 
they would not feel lonely and for them to know the peace and presence of the 
Savior. 
 
Leading worship without the choir on a Sunday morning and all of the 
instrumentalists has certainly made me feel more like a soloist and lonely. It is so 
much more encouraging when there are other people in behind you and around 
and you can hear their voices and see their facial expressions. With all of the 6 
feet social distancing in place and concerns that I have heard expressed about 
choirs, I wonder how long it will be until we will be able to have choir again when 
church service resumes in a building. I also wonder how long it will be before we 
are able to minister at Southern Magnolia. But, as we wait, “do not say, ‘why were 
the former days better than these?’ for you do not inquire wisely concerning this” 
(Ecclesiastes 7:10). We will need encouragement, joy, and optimism for the future 
and trusting that God is working all things together for good for the “New 
Normal” is continuing to change. One thing will never- we are not alone. God will 
never, no never, leave us nor forsake us. 	
	
Keep Singing His Praises,                                                                                        
Bro. Steven 
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Congratulations to our high school 
graduate Brooke Ramey! Brooke is 
the Class of 2020 graduate of 
Itawamba Agricultural High School. 
She was in the Anchor Club and 
Student Council. She plans to major 
in psychology at Itawamba 
Community College and then 
transfer to Mississippi State or 

Mississippi University for Women. Brooke likes to paint, 
embroider, and loves to spend time with her animals.  
 
We have been very blessed to have Brooke in the youth 
at First Baptist for the last two years. Mrs. Lisa 
Sanderson loves having her in Sunday School class with 
the rest of the teen girls. Please pray for Brooke as she 
enters this new chapter in her life and continue to 
encourage her in her walk with the Lord at First Baptist.  
 
If you would like to send Brooke a graduation gift, please 
mail it to: 
Brooke Ramey 
1712 Walton Cemetery 
Mantachie, MS 38855 
 
 
 
 

-Bro. Steven   

 
Hey Boys & Girls!  Ms. Lisa here!  
 
Can anyone tell me what this Sunday is?  Yep!  I heard you, and 
you are right!  It’s Mother’s Day!  It is a day to celebrate your 
Mother, Stepmother, Grandmother, Aunt, or any special woman in 
your life!  Because of Covid-19, you may not be able to go shopping 
to get her a special gift, but she won’t mind; she already has a special 
gift, and that’s YOU!!!!  There is no one else like you!  (Psalm 
139:14 tells us that you are wonderfully made!)  She loves you 
special!  And, she just wants you to love her right back!  She wants 
you to trust her love for you!  And if you love her like you should, 
you will do your best to obey her, honor her, do things to show her 
you love her, be proud to let others know she is in your life,...   
 And, this is kinda how it is with Jesus.  Boys & girls, with Jesus, 
there is no one else like you! Jesus loves you special!  And, He, too, 
wants you to love Him. He wants you to trust Him & His love for 
you.  He died on the cross to save you from your sins, so that all who 
believe and trust in Him can one day be with Him forever, in 
Heaven!  That’s why He came to earth, to save us!  And, if we love 
Him as we should, once we are saved, we will try and do our best to 
obey, honor, worship, let Him be visible in our lives and do things 
like pray, read our Bible, tell others about Him, and other things that 
will help to show Him of our love.   
This Sunday shouldn’t be the only day when we tell our Mother just 
how special she is to us!  We hopefully do and say that every 
day!  So, how ‘bout we let every day also be a day when we tell and 
show Jesus how much we love Him, too!!!   

 
I Love and Miss you boys & girls!  
Hope to see you soon at FBC real soon!!!     -Ms. Lisa 
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We continue to pray for those in the First Baptist family who are serving in the medical 
profession during this time of crisis. Be sure to express your appreciation to these! 

Julie Lindley, Anna Long, Dr. Don Ratliff, Cassidy Collier, Jeannie Taylor, Gina Rooker, 
Bryan Zemek, Lacy Haney, Donna Henry, Harlee Henry, Chris Lynch, Leigha Bennett, 
Paige Brooks, Dustin Farris, Jenny Farris, Mark Nichols, Pam Moore, Gearaldine Bell, 

Darlene Byram 



 

 
4 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor Spring 2012 

Preschool News 
If you have a preschool child (or know of someone who does) and need an information packet 
with an application for the upcoming Preschool year of 2020-21, please see Susan Bolding or 

Natalie Copeland. The packets have been printed and are now available. Space is limited and the 
classes are filling up quickly. Children must be potty trained - our licensing doesn't allow 

diaper/pull-up changing.  The 3 Year Olds attend Preschool on Tuesday & Thursday from 8 - 11:00 
a.m. while the 4 Year Olds attend on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday from 8 - 11:30 a.m.  The factor for which 
class they attend is based on the September 1st deadline - a child must be the appropriate age by September 1st to enroll. 
Some consideration may be made if they are turning the appropriate age soon after preschool begins or if they have already 
attended our preschool this past year.  If a child will be moving on into Kindergarten the following fall, they may be 
considered for every day attendance if the parent so desires. That acceptance into the every day program is dependent upon 
several factors, so please let us know when you request a packet if you want your child to be considered. There is a one 
time Books & Materials Fees that is required when you make application. Before a child can start Preschool, they will be 
required to turn in their MS Form 121, which is the computer print-out of their immunizations. They must be "age current" 
on their immunizations to attend. The FBC Preschool is licensed by the state of MS. We do not serve meals, but we do 
serve a snack every day. You will be given a full information packet when you request application and you will receive the 

First Baptist Church Weekday Preschool Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Bolding, Director 
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Belmont First Baptist Church 
68 Main Street 

P.O. Box 855 
Belmont, MS 38827 

belmontfbc@protonmail.com 

wburks@gmail.com 

Wednesdays 

We will publish this newsletter sporadically during the ongoing CoVid-19 Crisis. If you know someone who would like a printed copy, 
please send his or her postal address to wburks@gmail.com. 


