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 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not 
know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe.  22For Jews request a sign, and 
Greeks seek after wisdom;  23but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews 
a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 

1 Corinthians 1:21-23 

Tithes & Offerings 

March 15 $4418.87 

March 22 $3524.00 

March 29 $2782.00 

6But this I say: He who sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7So let 
each one give as he purposes in his heart, 

not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves 
a cheerful giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

 
The Church isn’t empty, She has been deployed!  

#morethanabuilding 

‘Til Jesus Comes… 
FACING THE DIFFICULT DAYS                                                        

“As for God, His way is perfect; The word of the LORD is proven; He is a shield 
to all who trust in Him.”                                                                                               

Psalm 18:30 

God never makes a mistake. His way is perfect. His Word is flawless. 
These may feel like empty statements to some of you. This CoVid-19 
pandemic is sapping your strength. Or maybe there are other issues 
that you are facing. A loved one was taken too early. Your spouse 
walked away from the marriage. Your job has been placed on hold or 
the compant downsized. A child won’t come home. God never makes 
a mistake. Really? How can these troubles be part of God’s perfect way 
and flawless Word? 

I don’t know what you are going through nor do I know why. But God 
does. He is not wasting your time. He is using hard times today to 
prepare you for what He wants you to do tomorrow. Somehow He will 
work everything out for good. You may not understand it in this life. 
The “good” may not be revealed until heaven. But God’s work and 
word stands. 

‘Til Jesus Comes,                                                                                       

Bro. Ray 

General Fund Balance on 
March 31, 2020     

$18770.09 
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Music Notes… 
Bro. Steven Sanderson 
 
I have missed our instrumentalists and choir greatly. I have missed hearing 
the congregation lift up their voices in worship. However, I am thankful 
for the Drive-Inn services and to see you singing along in your 
automobiles. I am thankful for “Betty” our track music even though 
sometimes she may not want to play because we are all staying safe at a 
social distance and still able to worship because we want you all to be 
healthy and safe as much as we miss you. 
 
The psaltery is filled with music that was made during distressing times by 
people like David who kept the faith and chose to continue to praise and 
trust God. Oh, how we need to continue to lift our voices and use our 
instruments to praise Him in the good times and in the bad. For those that 
may not be able to use their instruments during church services right now, 
I want to remind you that you are the church. Continue to use them at 
home or wherever you may be. Choir and church members lift up your 
voices in your car and always keep a song in your heart. 
 

Keep Singing His Praises,                                                                                        
Bro. Steven 

 

Grace -Women’s Ministry 
The Grace Women’s Ministry is making 
plans for an end of the year event should 
the gathering restrictions be lifted. The 
month of May is our annual End of the 

Year celebration. Please watch and listen 
for updates as we press on.  

Thank you to those in the 
healthcare profession! 
We appreciate and are praying for those in the First 
Baptist family who are serving on the front lines during 
this time of crisis. Express your appreciation to these in 
a socially distant correct way! 

Julie Lindley, Anna Long, Dr. Don Ratliff, Cassidy Collier, 
Jeannie Taylor, Gina Rooker, Bryan Zemek, Lacy Haney, 

Donna Henry, Harlee Henry, Chris Lynch, Leigha Bennett, 
Paige Brooks, Dustin Farris, Jenny Farris, Mark Nichols, 

Pam Moore, Gearaldine Bell, Darlene Byram 

(Apologies if anyone is omitted from this list.) 
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“Bear one another’s burdens and so 
fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Galatians 6:2 

April, 2020 
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Youth Ministry 
Bro. Steven Sanderson 

The youth’s lives have been completely turned upside 
down with being out of school and having all of their 
athletic and extracurricular events canceled. Seniors are 
wondering if they will even have a graduation 
ceremony. Please pray for and encourage the students in 
our church family and pray for parents to have patience 
and grace with their kids during these challenging times 
for everyone in the home.   
 
Thankfully, our youth are the most trained generation in 
technology so they have been able to adjust better to 
online services, and things that might be newer to others 
are not as new or difficult to them. We have been able 
to continue church services and activities through 
Instagram, Facetime, Messenger Video, a Facebook 
Youth Group where I am doing Live Services, Group 
Texting, and being creative with having fun playing 
youth games during some of our Live Services and have 
had great participation and attendance.  
 

Bro. Steven   

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Mrs. Lisa Thrasher 

Happy Easter, boys & girls!!!  I sure am 
missing seeing y’all in Sunday School, 
Children’s Church, J-Walkers, and Bible Drills.  Things aren’t going 
as planned with our Children’s Ministry events for April due to 
COVID-19.  Our annual Easter Caroling outing for April 8th has 
been cancelled, as well as the Annual Egg Hunt on the 11th.  But, 
though these Easter events are cancelled, we still will celebrate 
Easter in our own hearts & lives, as we rejoice that we serve a Risen 
Savior!   

FOR FUN....I want you all to draw an oval shape on a piece of 
paper, and “decorate” your egg.  Have your parents text me a picture 
of your “decorated egg” by Noon on the 11th.   I will get someone to 
select the “Prize Egg” and a prize will be given to the winner.     

One More Thing.... Hopefully, “Concrete & Cranes”, our 2020 
Vacation Bible School is still a go for May 26-29th.  More details to 
come later about VBS!   

Ms. Lisa loves you boys & girls!!!! 
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Let no one despise your 
youth, but be an example 

to the believers in word, 
in conduct, in love, in 

spirit, in faith, in purity.  

-1 Timothy 4:12 

April, 2020 
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Preschool 
News 

We enjoyed our time in 
the classroom in January 

& February – clipping right 
along on our 2nd semester, looking forward to 
getting our students prepared for their fall 
experience to come.  Had we just known…….don’t 
know what we could have done any differently, but 
maybe I would have hugged my students a little 
tighter when they came to me wanting hugs. I 
know that Mrs. Natalie and I were on track with 
our teaching goals and the students’ goals were 
being addressed and met. We were excited about 
Spring Break – but weren’t looking forward to 
getting the students back on track after being out a 
week (it’s always like starting over with preschool 
students when we’re out of school for a week or 
more!). And then all of a sudden, we were out an 
additional week, and then another, and then 
another. Given that our preschool year only runs 
from September – April and we try to get the 
majority of our concepts and introduction to letters 
and numbers pretty much done before Spring 
Break so that after we come back from that we 
focus on review and just finishing up with a couple 
of new numbers in our 4’s class and a couple of 
more concepts, we made the hard decision to 
cancel preschool for the remainder of the year as 
far as IN the classroom. Mrs. Natalie and I 
continue to make instructional videos for our 
preschoolers weekly and have continued to provide 
their paperwork and also supplies for some fun 
crafts which are all included in our videos. We 

have enjoyed getting pictures and videos posted to 
our Preschool Facebook page showing our students 
doing their work and trying to stay on track in 
finishing what was on our calendar. Luckily, 
they were all given a copy of the calendar for the 
entire school year at Open House back in August, 
so they knew what we would be covering in what 
turned out to be “DIY Preschool” done at home 
rather than in the classroom. We plan to have a 
party as soon as we’re allowed to congregate at 
which time we will give out their diplomas and 
certificates. We cannot have our graduation 
program because we can’t rehearse. Our parents 
have been so supportive and encouraging and are 
in complete agreement with our decisions.  So, for 
now, we are trying to keep up with our 28 students 
via Facebook and phone ~ trying to finish out our 
preschool year with the instructional videos, but 
wishing our classroom was active! 
 

First Baptist Church Weekday Preschool Ministry 
Mrs. Susan Bolding, Director 
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Preschool students watching their lessons via video. 
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Join us for DRIVE IN CHURCH on 
Sunday Mornings at 10 a.m. Even in this  

we must practice Social Distancing! Follow 
these guidelines:                                               

1. Cars parked 6 feet apart                                
2. Windows remain up                                         

3. Everyone remains in their car unless 
emergency 

Belmont First Baptist Church 
68 Main Street 

P.O. Box 855 
Belmont, MS 38827 

Wednesdays 

We are streaming all of our services via 
Facebook Live. Be sure to join us. Check 
out our website at firstbaptistbelmont.net 
for more information. 


