“I’m Doing Fine.” “No, But Really How Are you?”
Dear Beloved Churches,
You know how people ask, “How are you?” as something of a formality? They perhaps are not really concerned about you or your well-being, but they feel somewhat obligated to ask? What is our typical response back? “I’m fine, thank you.” But are you really? As one who has never enjoyed superficiality, I always want to know how people really are with hopes that they too would genuinely care about how I
am.

The Spring 2018 Semi-Annual Meeting of SEBA
Was a Complete Success

Now, if someone were to ask me how SEBA is doing, I honestly would say, “We are great! Look how far
we have come over the past three years. We are not where we were when I came to this association 6
years ago, and God has been so very good to us!” All of this would be very true (and genuine) on my part.
Giving has been very good, we are seeing more cooperation now than ever, and we are doing more ministry in our area than I ever remember. In many respects, we are doing great!
But then we must remember that our association is no stronger than the individual churches that make it
up. Our association is not a separate entity unto itself but a ministry of the local church. As a network of
cooperating churches, we are no stronger than each local, autonomous church. So, while giving may be
good, while we have strong leadership, and while we are doing many wonderful, worthwhile, kingdomfocused things, we must remember that we are truly no more healthier than our churches.
With that said, let me ask you to pray for some of our SEBA churches, many of which are struggling and
hurting. I do not wish to give their names out of respect; however, God knows who they are. There are
some who have dwindled to just a few people. One church is contemplating shutting its doors. Some pastors are (understandably) getting discouraged. My heart aches over this! There have been literal tears
amongst my own personal family over these losses. As such, we must work together now, more than ever, for God’s kingdom to be built through our churches. Please be in prayer, and find ways you can partner together to help one another. I am here for you in any way I can.
Our semi-annual meeting at Pleasant Green Baptist was a truly wonderful time of worship and business.
It was probably my favorite meeting we have ever had. The spirit is always so sweet, and the Lord’s work
was carried out in a godly manner. Thank you to our hosts at Pleasant Green. I announced there that our
association will be a part of helping them receive a new baptistery. Thank you for those who have expressed interest in helping with this ministry. If you feel so led to support it, let us know.
We are also excited to announce that Pastor Adam Mosser will join the wonderful congregation at FBC
Tatum on Easter Sunday. Please also be in prayer for Hillcrest who will have a man come preach in view
of a call on Sunday May 4. I am always here for you. I love you more than you will know.

Yours in Christ
—Dr. Danny Kirkpatrick, Associational Coordinator

Messengers from 13 churches attended our semi-annual
meeting of the Southeastern Baptist Association. The
meeting was held at Pleasant Green Missionary Baptist
Church where Rev. James Russell serves as pastor. During
the meeting, messengers approved unanimously the previous meeting’s minutes and financial statements. They also
approved a revised budget to help fund the position of Hispanic Church Liaison and Church Consultant. After the
meeting, we heard from God’s word and joined hands together praising our God who has brought us together for
cooperative ministry.

Pictured Right is Pastor
James Russell of Pleasant
Green Missionary Baptist
Church who led in corporate worship at our SemiAnnual Meeting.
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Pictured Left is Pastor
Jody O’Briant of First
Baptist Church Jal who
brought the semi-annual
sermon from Exodus 6.

