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“The time has come. The kingdom of God has 
come near. Repent and believe the Good News!”

           -Mark 1:15

Last time I updated you all, our church was 
getting ready for Blitz season. This first month of 
the school year we put a ton of time and energy 
as the body of Christ to engage the students on 
our campus. Particularly the first ten days, we 
often spent 10+ hours a day reaching out to new 
students. We played volleyball, handed out cotton 
candy, and had dozens of dynamic conversations. 
Through it all, God was at work.

Our goal was to bless and love students, pointing 
them toward Jesus.

Here are some things God accomplished:

•  75+ students at our first two services

•  Handed out thousands of water bottles and H2O 
discount cards

•  Averaged 60+ students total in our groups 
around campus

•  20 students who indicated a desire to talk about 
starting a relationship with God

•  24 students going through our discipleship 
program called the Well

It was so exciting to see new leaps forward each 
day. Our student leaders have done a phenomenal 
job making new students feel welcome, and 
inviting freshmen into their lives. Not only 
students but we even heard from several UA 
faculty taking notice, saying things to the effect of, 

“We are so glad there is an organization like H2O 
on campus.” God is working in so many ways. Your 
prayers have been fueling such a great impact 
already this semester!

Blitz officially ended at our Fall Retreat. As we 
connect with new students we try to get as many 
of them as possible to come to our Fall Retreat. 
Being off campus and focused on worship 
and community, this is where relationships re 
solidified. We joined with H2O Bowling Green to 
have well over 220 at the retreat, with more than 
40 hailing from Akron, a new record for our small 
church- it was a blast, and such a blessing!

Please be praying that the Schlereth family, and 
our student leaders continue to build a community 
where so many new students can experience 
a home away from home where they are 
transformed by Christ. And remember, none of this 
is possible without all your prayer and support!

H2O Akron dressed for competition in the annual Fall Retreat 
H2O Olympics

Having fun while handing out our signature H2O bottled water


