
 

 

From the Desk of Your Missionary 
As I write this month’s article, I have several things on my heart.  
First and foremost is the condition of most of our churches, second, I 
am concerned about our country. 
 
As I visit the churches of our Association, I find friendly people who 
love the Lord, but for the most part lack young couples with children 
as active members.  If the Lord tarries, we may not even have 10 of 
our 30 churches left in existence in 20 years.  As our senior church 

members go to Heaven, there may not be anyone left to carry on the work of that 
church.  I addressed Soul-winning in last month’s issue and, believe it or not, Soul-
winning is the only answer to this problem. 
 
Let me address my 2nd concern.  America appears to be more divided now than we 
were just 10 years ago.  I see wave after wave of unrest and frustration by those who 
do not feel the election for President went the way they wanted it to go.  I have never 
seen people threatening the lives of owners of restaurants who served those in the 
party who won an election.  I have never seen people go into restaurants and yell and 
scream until those of the opposing party were forced to leave.  I have never seen peo-
ple attempt to murder those of the opposing party at baseball games.  I have never 
seen the losing party look for reason after reason to impeach the President. 
 
In my lifetime, when one party lost the election, they waited until the next election to 
win the country back to their position and belief: They did not attempt to kill or de-
fame or threaten their opponents, as is happening today. 
 
The only answer to all this is Jesus Christ!  The only way America is going to survive 
is for America to get back to its foundation of faith in Jesus Christ. This will only 
happen through (guess what?) Soul-winning. Jesus must have had a reason for giv-
ing us the Great Commission and sending his disciples out 2 by 2.  I ask all the mem-
bers of the Pulaski Baptist Association to vote & pray for the election on November 
6th, pray that America will turn back to Jesus Christ, and win souls to Jesus Christ.   
 
Serving you in Christ’s name! 

Brother Nick 
                                                                       Pulaski County Baptist Association, 26224 Silver Lane, Waynesville, MO 65583, 573-774-2926 
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NOVEMBER  CALENDAR 

   8th – Pastor’s Breakfast 

   8th – Mission Team Meeting 

 12th — OFFICE CLOSED 

 15th – Camp Team Meeting 

 16th — CHURCH TREASURER 

       TRAINING AT P.B.A. CAMP  

 22nd-23rdth – OFFICE CLOSED 

NOVEMBER 

PASTORS & WIVES  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

       18—Nick & Pam Catrow 
 Associational Missionary 
 
       27—JD & Margaret Desjardines 
 Pastor, Center Point 

 

Ongoing Monthly Happenings 
Hymn Sings, Ongoing Events, and Revivals 

 

Gasconade Baptist Church — Gospel Singing every third Sat-
urday of the month at 6:00 pm following Dinner at 5:00pm. 

Mount Gibson Baptist Church—April through September, sec-
ond Saturday of  the Month—Pot Luck Meal at 5:30 pm and Singing 
starts at 7 pm. 

Bethlehem Baptist Church—Fifth Saturday of the month –
fellowship and snacks at 6 pm.  Singing at 7 pm. 
FBC Crocker — FBC Crocker invites all men to their monthly Men’s 
Breakfast the last Saturday of each month at 8 am. 

Berean Baptist Church — Monday nights, Women’s Bible study 
Wednesdays - Fellowship dinner at 6 pm; Bible study at 7 pm. 

Westside Baptist Church —Sat, Men’s Ministry, 1st Saturday of 
each month, 8 am, Room 112. 
Mon. - Prayer & Share, 6 pm, Fellowship Hall, bring a dish to share 
(1st Monday each month). 
Thursdays—Celebrate Recovery, 5:15 pm meal; 6 pm large group & 
worship; 7 pm small group studies. 
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WANTED—Newsletter Editor 

Thank you to all the contributors that make 

this publication possible. 

Your input is appreciated and is requested 

by the 15th of the prior month. 

We will be resuming the policy of including the financial 

figures in the Crossroads as a “Quarterly” insert begin-

ning with the August-October quarter.  It will be in the 

December Crossroads, then every 3 months afterward. 

The figures will be behind one month because the quarter 

will end after we publish the monthly Newsletter. 

NOVEMBER 

PASTORS & WIVES  

BIRTHDAYS 
  1—Bill Williams, Pastor   Wife, Sheppard 

         Bethlehem   29—John Dinwiddie, 

 25—Beverly Clark, Interim’s  Pastor, 

 Wife, FBC Waynesville  Independence 

 26—Beverly Elson, Interim’s  

The Association is in need of a replacement 

Dryer.  The old one finely quit working.  If 

you have one you could donate, please call 

the Association (573-774-2926). 

NEW OFFICE HOURS  

Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri = 8:00a-2:30p 

Closed Wednesday 



 

 

No Quick Fixes  
 
It is a fact that a large number of churches are in decline. When this reality began to 
be discussed 20 years ago, most denied that it was their problem. Today, decline is 
the accepted norm as churches scramble for answers. Let’s be honest — the real 
question being asked is, “How can we survive?” instead of, “How can we thrive?” 
Many are searching for quick answers to a complex problem. Seeking quick answers 
is not new. In the ‘70’s and 80’s many churches bought into the philosophy of build-
ing a gym to attract more people. Don’t get me wrong, it worked for some but not for 
many. More recent generations have their quick fixes. Contemporary music has be-
come the quick fix idea for many. I hear this mostly from struggling churches that 
desire to reach younger families. I like contemporary music. It is the appropriate 
style for some churches but it is not the quick fix of “If we sing it they will come.” The 
quick fix idea that I hear most today is “If we get a young pastor we can reach young 
families.” Thank God we are seeing young men called into the ministry. But to be fair 
to them and to the church, just because a church has a young pastor does not mean 
they will reach a younger crowd. The problem with all quick fix ideas is that there is 
no one-size fits-all solution for reaching a community.  
 
Dennis Pethers, a Baptist minister from England, spoke to the issue of declining 
churches and seeking answers to a group of associational missionaries. He said that 
the churches in England were in decline long before they admitted they had a prob-
lem. When they did admit the problem, for years the churches experimented with 
quick fixes, Pethers said. Some changed worship styles, others began seeker services, 
and still others held special events. All the fixes had one thing in common, they were 
attempts to attract people to the church building. At that point in Pethers’ address, 
he leaned over the lectern and said, “It did not work and you in America are trying to 
do the same thing.”  
 
If there is no quick fix for a church to survive and thrive, then what is the answer? 
I’ve discussed this question with a few pastors of churches that are finding ways to 
reach their community. Those I talked to were from small churches and large 
churches. A few of them had a gym; some used contemporary music in their services, 
and some where traditional. The pastors I talked to were Millennial, Gen X, and Baby 
Boomers. When asked how they are reaching the people around them, not one said 
their age, their music, or any program or activity was the key to what God was doing. 
I do also have to say that none felt they were doing enough, realizing much more 
needs to be done. The one common denominator from these churches is 
the four-letter word W O R K. It takes hard work. There are no shortcuts. 
Mind you, the work was not just that of the pastor but of church members, as well. 
Their focus was not on getting people into the building but on getting 
people out of the building and into the community. It is work to build rela-
tionships with people who do not know Christ and care nothing for the church. It 
takes time, much prayer, personal sacrifice, and often gut-wrenching heartache to 
reach people. It is often messy and you may question if you are making a difference.  
 
There are many methods of reaching people but no quick fixes. It takes 
the hard work of being obedient to Christ with the power of the gospel.  

(Emphasis added. COPIED FROM CONCORD COVENANT OCTOBER 2018, permission granted) 



 

 

LOOKING FORWARD—COMING EVENTS 
 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME IS SUNDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 4TH 
AT 2:00PM.  REMEMBER “FALL BACKWARD” and get an extra hour 
of sleep. 
 
Friday Night, November 9th, at 6:30pm, Bethlehem will show the 
movie, “I CAN ONLY IMAGINE.”  For information, call Pastor Wil-
liams at 573-765-2811. 
 
CHURCH TREASURER TRAINING ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH 
AT 6:00PM.  The IRS has instituted many changes to the Tax Code that af-
fect your church and especially your Pastor STARTING THIS YEAR. If you 
report as you did just last year, your Pastor could be in trouble with the 
IRS. Please attend this training as it will help you, your church and your 
Pastor stay on the good side of the IRS!  
 

NO Pastor’s Breakfast in December! 
 

The HAM & BEAN DINNER, and PIE AUCTION 

went very well.  As of the writing of this 

newsletter we have collected over $6,825.00. 
 
 

 
 
We have another Preacher in our midst.  Andrew Anderson was Ordained 

by Berean on Sunday, September 30th.  
 
Welcome to the ministry Bro. Anderson, Now the real work 
begins!  

PASTORS, MARK YOUR CALENDER 

NOW TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL  

PASTOR’S & WIFE’S DINNER ON  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1ST, AT 6:00PM  

AT THE ASSOCIATION!  


