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From the Desk of Your Missionary
I read a very interesting daily Bible study in “FEATURE A Daily Bible Study
Guide” (https://feasite.org/contact or 559-298-4574 --- They gave me permission to copy
this study) and I hope you enjoy it as much as I did.
An idol is anything that takes the place of God in our lives and robs him of our wholehearted devotion of
which He is so worthy. Is it possible that the smart-phone and other electronic devices can become overly
important to us? Consider the following: “Without a smartphone I can do nothing.” “I can do all things
through my smartphone that accompanies me.” “Blessed be my smartphone that comforts me in all my tribulations that I may be able to text them which are in any trouble.” “My smartphone is sufficient for me.” “My
smartphone which has done a good work in me will perform it until the next one comes out.” “I count all
things but loss for the excellency of the possession of my smartphone.” “My smart-phone shall supply all
my need according to the power in the grid.” “The cell phone is my guide, I shall not want.” “My smartphone
will never leave me nor forsake me.” “On thy screen will I meditate day and night.” “Text without ceasing!”
“Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the latest device.” “When I am weak, my signal is strong.” “Fear not, for the apps will help thee.” “Let us hold fast our smartphone.”
Electronics certainly have a place in our lives, and they can be wonderfully used for the glory of God. But
good things can be easily abused, robbing us of the full enjoyment of a vibrant relationship with Jesus
Christ. Beware lest a good thing rob you of the best thing. “But this I say, brethren, the time is short; it remaineth, that…they that use this world, as not abusing it; for the fashion of this world passeth
away” (vv29,31). “Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen” (1 John 5:21).
I liken the New Year to a new, untouched canvas that we can paint on. Last year’s canvas is complete and
we can no longer add to it or fix the imperfections we painted on it. We have a whole NEW, blank canvas to
paint on this year in 2018!
This New Year, we can paint a new glorious picture for Jesus Christ concerning our lives, or we can just
splash and throw a little paint on it here and there during 2018.

Resolve to attend church more regularly this New Year. Resolve to read your Bible every day this New
Year. Resolve to pass out Gospel tracts this New Year. Resolve to witness to someone about what Christ
has done for you this New Year. Resolve to be a better Christ-like example to your family this New Year.
Resolve to become more Christ-like this New Year. Resolve to win one new soul to Christ this New Year!
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new” (2 Cor 5:17). If there is an idol in your life, let it become an “old thing” that you leave behind
in 2017 and let 2018 become a “New” Year of service to Christ!
God bless you during this New Year,

Brother Nick

THANK YOU
Nick & Pam Catrow wish to thank all the churches for their cards and
gifts. We are overwhelmed by the love and support that we are receiving
from the churches of the Pulaski Baptist Association.
We hope that each Pastor of our Association will enjoy the complementary
gift subscription to the magazine, Israel My Glory, and that it will be helpful for information and sermon illustrations over the next year.
PASTORS/WIVES
BIRTHDAYS
January 12
Chris Hendrix
Pastor, Berean

DISASTER RELIEF TRAINING
March 16-17, 2018
Riverview Baptist Church
989 MO-42, Osage Beach, MO 65065
Meals provided. Optional lodging at church.

January 17
Mike Hawkins
Pastor, Berean

Additional training information and online registration can be found
by visiting mobaptist.org/dr-training, by emailing disasterrelief@mobaptist.org or by calling 800-736-6277, extension 317.

The Missouri Baptist Apologetics Network is a group of church leaders
committed to the defense of the Christian faith and called to equip believers to more effectively share their faith.

Our Vision
Our vision is to equip every Missouri Baptist to defend the Christian faith
with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15-16).

Our Mission
We are MBC-approved Christian apologists who equip others to defend
the faith by speaking and providing resources that enable Missouri Baptists to become bolder and more effective in sharing Christ with others.

PASTORS AND WIVES
ANNIVERSARIES
January 10
Jeremy & Jessica Coffelt
Pastor & wife, Harmony
January 21
Bob & Pam Lilly
Pastor & wife, FBC Richland
January 31

To offer feedback on network members, or for more information,
contact:
Rob Phillips (Network Coordinator) at 573.636.0400 ext. 304 or rphillips@mobaptist.org

Billy & Linda Williams
Pastor & wife, Bethlehem

Monthly Happenings
Hymn Sings, Ongoing Events, and Revivals
Gasconade Baptist Church - Third Saturday of the month at
6:30 pm.
Mount Gibson Baptist Church—April through September, second Saturday of the Month—Pot Luck Meal at 5:30 pm and
Singing starts at 7 pm.
Bethlehem Baptist Church—Fifth Saturday of the month –
fellowship and snacks at 6 pm. Singing at 7 pm.
FBC Church Crocker — FBC Crocker invites all men to their
monthly Men’s Breakfast the last Saturday of each month at
8 am.
New Salem Baptist Church Youth— Fourth Sunday of the
month - movie night from 5:30 to 6:45 pm.
Berean Baptist Church
Monday nights, Women’s Bible study
Wednesdays - Fellowship dinner at 6 pm; Bible study at 7
pm, all ages.
Westside Baptist Church
Thurs, 1st and 3rd, American Heritage Girls (AHG), K-12th)
6-7:45 pm
Sat, Men’s Ministry, 1st Saturday of each month, 8 am,
Room 112
Mon. - Prayer & Share, 6 pm, Fellowship Hall, bring a dish to
share (1st Monday each month)
Thursdays—Celebrate Recovery, 5:15 pm meal; 6 pm large
group & worship; 7 pm small group studies
Fridays —Beth Sar Messiah service, 7 pm in Choir Room

JANUARY CALENDAR
Jan 11—Pastor’s Breakfast,
8 a.m. , Price Cutters Restaurant

Jan 15—Office closed, Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday
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All input for the monthly newsletter
must be sent to the editors (names, emails and
phone numbers in box to the right). Do not send
to the PBA office . This will ensure that your input is
included.
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Newsletter Editors
joyce_connor@msn.com, 573-842-5781
and Kristy Shupe, 573-528-1916,

PLEASE NOTE: “In order to better serve our churches,

the NEW Associational Office hours are Monday
through Friday, from 8 am to 1:30 pm.”

rainysunday744@gmail.com
Thank you to all the contributors that make
this publication possible.
Your input is appreciated and is requested
by the middle of each month.

Seeking God for Spiritual Transformation
Pray Across Missouri is a cooperative initiative among Missouri Baptists to hold prayer meetings in every one of the state’s 114 county
seats in 2017-18. Working together, the Missouri Baptist Convention
and the state’s directors of missions are enlisting Missouri Baptist pastors to organize 45-minute prayer meetings at every county court
house.
The goal is to engage Missouri Baptists in prayer for the transformation of lives and communities with the
gospel, according to MBC Executive Director John Yeats. “We’re intentionally beginning Pray Across Missouri in a non-election year because this is not a political campaign,” he said. “Rather we want to pray for all
of those who serve Missourians in the public square, and to acknowledge that God has placed men and
women in authority over us to promote good and restrain evil. God’s Word calls us to pray for them.”
At the same time, says Yeats, “We know ultimately that lives and communities are truly transformed, not by
political processes, but by the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our prayer is for a mighty movement of God in the
Show Me State.”
For more information, including a schedule of prayer meetings, visit Pray Across Missouri’s Facebook page
or email shutson@mobaptist.org.

2018 Great Commission Conference
First Baptist Church, Harvester, is hosting the 2018 Great Commission Conference, sponsored by the Missouri Baptist Convention. This multi-generational event, Feb. 22-25, features nationally recognized speakers and offers break-out sessions, fellowship meals, and other networking opportunities. The theme of this
year’s conference is “Reconcile,” based on 2 Cor. 5:17-20.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (ESV)
Mark the dates, and register now. There is no charge for admission; costs are covered through your generous gifts through the Cooperative Program.
Group Rate Lodging is available at the Embassy Suites in St. Charles, MO with group code: TGC.
More information is coming soon. Contact: Eric Barb, 1-800-736-6227 x 365, ebarb@mobaptist.org

