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Charlie Daniels is a singer, guitarist, and fiddler, who began writing and performing in

the 1950s. He has won many music awards s well as being invited to become a member of the

Grand Ole Opry.

Recently Charlie wrote on his blog, “ Lately, I have been receiving a small amount of

correspondence from people who resent the headway that, through the blessings of God and hard

work, I have made in my life.

 “They seem to be of the opinion that anything I possess or have accumulated has been

due to luck or having some special advantage over them and others, and that a goodly portion of

what I earn through my labor should be taken away and given to people like them.”

He then goes on to detail the many jobs he has held, the work he has done and the risks he

has taken. He states that his success was not merely a matter of luck or good future. It was a

result of God’s blessing and lot hard work. 

He concludes his post with these words, “I have worked extremely hard and made a lot of

sacrifices to arrive at what my life is today and everybody else has the same chance at the

American dream that I did, but nobody owes it to you, you’ve got to go out and earn it.”

It seems we have been moving further and further into a welfare state. More and more

people believe that those who have more owe it to those who do not. It is not seen as charity but

is claimed as a right. However God says, through the apostle Paul, “If a man will not work, he

shall not eat,” 2 Thessalonians 3:10.

God is not against benevolent ministries. But they were always based on the generosity of

the giver, not the demands of the receiver. Nor were they ever considered a right or an

entitlement. If people could, they had to work to eat. They did not and could not sit in their

homes and wait for a government check. Maybe if we understood and obeyed the biblical

principles more and used the socialistic principles less, we would not be in the mess we are

today. Just a thought. And maybe, God’s ways are the best ways after all. 
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