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The apostle Paul wrote the following important words under the inspiration of the Holy

Spirit. “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to

the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). 

To further emphasize the importance of the resurrection of Jesus he stated three

repercussions if it was not true. He wrote, “And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is

useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God,

for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. . . And if Christ has not been

raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:14-15; 17).

To restate, he said that if Christ had not been raised from the dead:

1. The apostle’s teaching would be powerless and meaningless,

2. They have lied to us, and 

3. We have no hope.

But the truth is, Jesus did die and was raised from the dead, just as he said. This has been

proven beyond any reasonable doubt, over and over again, when all the evidence has been

considered. And just as there are consequences if Jesus was not raised, there are consequences as

a result of his resurrection. There are at least three:

1. The apostles teaching is powerful and meaningful.

2. They have told us the truth.

3. And we have an absolute and eternal hope.

This is not just about a better tomorrow; this is the hope of eternal life, of forgiveness of

sin, of being reconciled to God so that we are at peace with him and do not need to feel guilty

anymore. It is the hope of a new life, where things are different and our whole focus in life is

changed (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

This is the hope that Christ offers. My hope is that you have received his offer.
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