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NCAA basketball tournament, called March Madness, is underway as this article is being

written. There have been a lot of close games so far. But the game that stands out to me was the

Texas-Arizona game on Friday, March 21st. With just one-tenth of a second left, six-foot-nine

Cameron Ridley got an offensive rebound and scored a basket for the Texas win. It was a

heartbreaker for Arizona but a jubilant victory for Texas. 

We all understand that every play, every basket, every free-throw, and every turnover was

important. Without them, the last play of the game would have been meaningless. 

So it is with Jesus. His birth and life are critically important. Without the virgin birth via

the Holy Spirit, there would have been no contest. Without the victorious life of Christ

overcoming all of Satan’s temptations and living a sinless life, there would have been no suitable

sacrifice. But without the resurrection there would have been no victory. The resurrection of

Jesus validated the rest of his life, all that he taught and all that he did. The true significance of

Jesus’ life is couched in the victory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Using the game metaphor, it seemed that time had run out, the horn had blown, and the

spectators and teams had already gone home thinking it was all over. It was when it seemed that

hope of victory had been snatched from Jesus as he lay dead in the tomb that the unthinkable

happened. It was when the demonic forces must have already started their celebration dance that

the earth began to shake and the stone blocking the entrance to the tomb was rolled away. It was

then that Jesus was raised by the Father from the dead, triumphing over death and Satan, winning

the final victory. It was in that moment that the disciples’ faith was rewarded and made real. It

was then that the hope of eternal life was secured. It was then that Jesus conquered death, making

provision for all those who believe in him to have eternal life (John 3:16). This is the good news

of Easter. Let us not reduce it to mere tradition but let us joyously celebrate this greatest of all

victories, the resurrection of Jesus Christ! 
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