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Saturday, September 22, 1012, a commentary by Vince Hart appeared in the La Crosse

Tribune. He said, “To understand the Bible, you have understand what type of book you are

reading. For example, many people still think the Book of Jonah is a book of history. They think

a large fish really swallowed Jonah, who then set up housekeeping in the fish for three days.” 

He also says, “They take everything as literal, historical fact.” He continues, “The person

who authored Jonah about 2,500 years ago was writing humorous parable. . . The truth taught is

that God loves everybody, even Israel’s enemy, the Assyrians. . . God loves everybody including

Iranians, Muslims, gays and undocumented [illegal] immigrants.”

First, let me say that there is more than one story of men (i.e., James Bartley, Marshall

Jenkins) who have been swallowed by fish and lived. The real truth isn’t that it is impossible for

this to happen, its that we don’t want to believe it. It is also true that God is a God of miracles,

and He who created the world could also “prepare a great fish” to swallow up Jonah. 

Second as far as the Bible being “literal, historical fact,” it should be noted that the Bible

is one of the most used book for many archeologists because of its historical accuracy.

Third, God does love everybody but He hates sin. He spared Nineveh because the people

repented, but when they turned back to their sin one hundred years later He destroyed them.

Because God loves all people is precisely the reason Christians want to reach them with the

Gospel of Salvation—which, by the way, is the story of Jonah. 

Finally, the truth of the lostness of people apart from the salvation offered through Jesus

Christ is real. It is so real that literally thousand of people have given their lives teaching and

defending this truth. This is no mere story, this is the truth about our eternal destiny.

It is easy to make false assertions and blanket statements about the Bible like those above,

it is much harder to support them. From the prophets of old until today, blinded people have been

critical of the Bible but it still exists and is sought after today. Why is that, if it is just a book of

stories?
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