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We received a call from a father whose son, Dave, was just found dead in his apartment.

Apparently he was working on his computer when he just slouched over and died. I have not

heard, as of this writing, what caused his death. He was only 28 years old, energetic and full of

life. His death was totally unexpected.

Dave understood this. He wrote on his blog posted January 2, 2013, about four people

who hade recently died, two were elderly and the other two were younger than himself. About

participating in his grandmother’s funeral, he writes:

I look around and see the sting of death: hurt, pain, remorse, guilt,

shame, regret. But, the fruit of the Spirit is Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,

Goodness, Faith, Gentleness, Self-Control. What a struggle to experience the

fruit of the Spirit in the midst of death. To any man or woman, the sting of death

is evident in our world, we can allow it to control us for days, weeks, or even

months. Imagine if Christ had not overcome death -- the disciples would have

been dumbstruck for months or even years after having following (sic) Christ in

all his ministry....

“When this corruptible is clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal is

clothed with immortality, then the saying that is written will take place: Death has

been swallowed up in victory. Death, where is your victory? Death, where is your

sting?... But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus

Christ!” (1 Corinthians 15:54-57).  

Now it is Dave who is experiencing first hand the victory that he believed in through

Jesus Christ. He believed Jesus when He said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who

believes in me will live, even though he dies” (John 11:25-italics mine). 

As Christians we can focus on ourselves and our loss and live in that loss, or we can

focus on our Savior as well as Dave’s great joy in experiencing the life he lived for. You see,

Dave didn’t really die—he was transported to heaven to be with his Savior. And that’s good.
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