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“You have rejected us, O God, and burst forth upon us; you have

been angry—now restore us! You have shaken the land and torn it

open; mend its fractures, for it is quaking. You have shown your

people desperate times.” (Psalm 60:1-3)

I remember when Mount St. Helens erupted in 1980. Prior to the eruption, USGS

scientists convinced local authorities to close Mount St. Helens to the general public and to

maintain the closure in spite of pressure to re-open it; their work saved thousands of lives.

Though there were repeated warnings and though the Forest Service closed the mountain to the

public, there were still those who would not leave. Fifty-seven people were killed by the volcano;

most notable of these was Harry Randall Truman. He lived on the edge of Spirit Lake as owner

and caretaker of the Mount St. Helens lodge. He just did not believe the mountain would hurt

him. It was a fatal belief. 

Just as there were the many very visible and real evidences of the coming volcano, so

there are the very visible and real warnings of the coming collapse of our nation and culture. Our

nation is being “shaken and torn open,” it is “quaking.” CEO’s of large companies, sports heroes,

government officials, evangelists and pastors, school teachers, have all fallen because of lies,

deceit, immorality, fraud, and even murder. Our country is quaking. Our economy is on the verge

of collapse. One writer wrote about it, calling it the “great economic earthquake.” Families are

being destroyed and immorality is rampant, even promoted as healthy and good in the media. Our

moral strength has already fractured and collapsed. 

What is our hope? For David, it was the Lord. He prayed, “Save us and help us with your

right hand ... Give us aid against the enemy, for the help of man is worthless” (Psalm 60:5,11).

Our hope is not the election and government, it is the Lord, turning from our sin and humbling

ourselves before our God. Maybe then He may have mercy on us and save our nation. 
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