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President Obama gave his State of the Union Address last night. It is almost impossible to

speak about it from a neutral position unless you are totally oblivious of what is going on in our

country. Obama has not hidden the fact that he is about change. The trouble is, it is this change

that is polarizing the country.

One of the major strategies of our President is to look for those to blame for the failed

policies that he has initiated. But I suppose, in the name of fairness, it should be stated that this is

a major political strategy of almost all politicians. Actually, on second thought, it is a major

strategy of all of us from the beginning of time. Adam directly blamed Eve and indirectly blamed

God, Himself, when God confronted him about his disobedience. Then Eve blamed the serpent

who had deceived her. 

To blame others for our failures and shortcomings is natural to all of us. This is a direct

result of sin working in us which is called “our fallen nature,” or “our sinful nature.” It is our

pride—the chief characteristic of the nature of sin—which causes us to deny personal

responsibility for our failures. It is this pride that results in envy and selfishness which God says

result in “disorder and every evil practice” (James 3:16) which characterize our culture today. To

continue in this way is to bring disaster on our nation and our culture for God says He “opposes

the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6). 

I suppose it really sounds simplistic, but herein is the answer to our country’s woes—we

need to humble ourselves before God by admitting our need for Him and our trust in Him. It is

God, Himself, who spoke this timeless truth when He said, “if my people, who are called by my

name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then

will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

The sad fact is, that as a country, we are doing exactly the opposite. 

The truth is, we do need change—not the change away from God but the change that

leads to God. This really is the real issue. 
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