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My family and I just returned from Wichita, Kansas where we attended my grandson’s

wedding. While working at a summer youth camp during his college years he met the girl he

married. 

His marriage is unique in several ways. First, she is the only girl he ever dated. Even

though he had ample opportunity, he just was not interested in dating other girls until he met her.

Secondly, their dating was held to the highest moral standards. It was his purpose, because he

truly loved her, to protect her purity, not rob her of it. Thirdly, they have entered their marriage

with purpose and commitment. 

His commitment was clearly expressed when he proposed to her. The first thing he did

was to wash her feet, symbolic of his commitment to serve her in love. His servant spirit has

been a hallmark of his courtship with her. 

This commitment was also expressed in his vows to her. He used three words to describe

his commitment—serve, pursue and love. He has committed himself to serve his bride as a

demonstration of his love for her, giving himself for her. He committed himself to actively

pursue her always, never taking her for granted or treating her as an object to be used. Finally, he

committed himself to loving her, as Christ loves us and gave himself for us. His goal is to fulfill

her in a way that she would become more and more radiant, glorious and beautiful as the years go

by (see Ephesians 5:25-27). 

But above all, he wants to bring glory to his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, through his

relationship with his wife. He realizes that as he serves, pursues and loves his wife, he is serving,

pursuing, and loving his Lord.  He knows that whatever he does, he needs to work at it with all

his heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, because he knows that he will receive an

inheritance from the Lord as a reward. He knows it is the Lord Christ he is serving (see

Colossians 3:23-24).

What a different world it would be if we all understood this truth and lived by it. 
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