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Sunday morning a friend of mine died. It was really a surprise. He had cancer but, when I

saw him last, he was in remission. That was a year ago. 

But last Thursday, I think it was, I received a call from his daughter asking if my wife and

I might come and visit him before he died. He was asking for us. The doctor only gave him a

couple of weeks to live. You see, that cancer that was in remission suddenly became active again,

and before anyone knew it, had filled his body. 

Because he lived in southern Illinois, it took some planning but we decided to leave

immediately after church this last Sunday. But just as we were getting ready to leave the house

for the trip, my cell phone beeped. I had a missed call. It was his daughter, Debbie. Jim had died

that morning. 

Now I want you to know that I had talked to him last Thursday. I had asked him how he

was doing. He said, “We are at the point of celebrating. We realize, I will be the first of our

family to see Jesus!” 

I thought to myself, “They are not coping very well. They are trying to keep a positive

spirit with each other and put on a good show.” 

But then he said, “We have gone through the denial, the questions, and the withdrawal.

Now we have come to the place of joy in Jesus. We are celebrating our hope. We will miss each

other, but we will see each other again, and I will be waiting for my wife and children.”

That is what Christianity is all about! It is about our eternal future. And it is real!

There is one indisputable certainty in life— and that is that we are going to die. We just

don’t know when or how. Now the question that necessarily follows is, “What then? What will

happen to us after we die?” That is the question the Bible answers and that is the reason Jesus

came to this earth. He came to overcome death and to give us abundant and eternal life (John

10:10). Jesus is the reason for Jim’s hope and He can also be your hope. Just ask Him.


