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“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always

perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).

Would somebody please tell me, what is there about our modern culture and politics that

fits the above biblical description of love? What made me think of this was a news article

entitled, “Obama Calls It Fairness. The GOP Calls It Class Warfare. Scripture Calls It Envy.” by

Doug Giles, author of “Raising Righteous and Rowdy Girls,” and radio talk show host. He says,

“envy is no longer a rank vice but a right and virtue. However, historically speaking, envy has

always been seen as a high ranking sin. Envy, matter of fact, is second on the Seven Deadly Sins

list [Bishop Sheen, “The Seven Capital Sins] as it lags behind pride a wee bit in being the

nastiest and most common sin.” It is first on the list of the violations of love in 1 Corinthians. 

Jesus gave us the two greatest commandments. They are to love God and to love your

neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-40). If we love God and our neighbor then we will not be

seeking what is best for ourselves or envious of what others have. In stead our concern would be

how can best bring glory to God and how we can help our neighbor. So tell me, in what way does

the Wall Street Boycott or the Walker Recall exhibit love? I hear a lot of demands for the rights

being denied but little of what is good. And how does the forcible redistribution of wealth by the

government meet these qualifications of Scripture? Biblically, welfare was provided voluntarily

on the basis of love. It was never demanded nor was it ever thought of as a right or entitlement. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 is often quoted today. It is the verse where God says, “If my people will

humble themselves and pray, and turn from their wicked ways, I will forgive their sins and heal

their land.” The difficulty is that we want God to heal our land but we do not want to turn from

our wicked ways of demanding our so called rights. Now seems to be the perfect time to turn

from our wicked ways. Then maybe God will heal our land.
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