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The fourth and final theme for this year’s Christmas advent was “peace.” Everyone wants

peace. That is why the angel’s message, when they appeared to the shepherds, was so welcome. 

It was a whole army of angels proclaimed loudly, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

peace to men on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14 NIV). The King James Version translates this

verse, “on earth peace, good will toward men.” This is a significant difference. Christmas is not

merely about good will toward on another, but about God intervening in the lives of men,

showing favor to man, by sending His Son so that we can have peace. 

But the peace that the angels are proclaiming is not the peace that we commonly have in

mind. We usually mean, no fighting, getting along well with each other, no wars, no trouble.

In this regard, Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to

you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).  He

gives us this word of instruction because the peace He offers is not a trouble-free peace.

Furthermore, Jesus said, “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but

division” (Luke 12:51-52).

Finally God has warned us that in the last days the two words that would characterize the

concerns of the peoples of the earth are “peace and safety.” But just the opposite would happen,

sudden destruction would come upon them ( see Thessalonians 3:1-3).

So what did the angels mean and what is this peace that Jesus leaves with us? It is peace

with God. This is a twofold peace. It is peace with God in our hearts so that we are no longer

troubled by a guilty conscience and it is eternal peace where there will be no more war and

fighting. The first we can experience today through the forgiveness of our sins, through Jesus

Christ. The second we will experience only after Jesus has come back again to take us out of this

world to live with Him. And it all became possible because Jesus came to earth as a baby. 

So Merry Christmas, and may the peace of God rest upon you as you find favor with

Him!
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