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There is a story in the Bible about a man named Bartimaeus, who was blind and sat

alongside the road to Jericho, begging for money to live on (Mark 10:46-52, Luke 18:35-43). The

Bible has few details, but other historical accounts of the times help us to fill in the picture. Like

so many places today, beggars were not very much appreciated. They were tolerated, but largely

ignored. A few people tossed them some coins to discharge their responsibilities and salve their

consciences. Bartimaeus probably received just enough to eke out an existence. They didn’t care

that the blind man sat alongside the road begging as long as he didn’t interfere with their

activities or cause them any personal hardship.

So Bartimaeus was probably largely ignored by the crowds of people as he sat, day after

day, begging for whatever coins might be tossed his way. He was in total darkness, unable to see

at all. 

Then one day Jesus came to Jericho, and passed by this man. When he heard the crowds

who accompanied Jesus, he asked what was happening. When he found out Jesus was there, he

began to cry out, “Jesus ... have mercy on me.” 

Now, a rather insightful brief picture is painted here. Instead of the crowds helping this

man to get Jesus’ attention so that he might find help, they rebuked him and told him to “be   

quiet.” But Bartimaeus cried out all the more, until Jesus heard him. 

Jesus stopped and asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?”

Bartimaeus answered, “Lord, I want to see.”

Jesus then said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.”

One thing to keep in mind as we apply this story for today, is that the miracle illustrates

Jesus purpose for coming into this world is to help the spiritually blind to see Him (Jesus) as the

“light of the world.” But it also shows those who were following Jesus were actually the greatest

hindrance to Jesus accomplishing His mission. I wonder if it may be the same today. What do

you think?


