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Bible Point God made us special, 
and he’ll take care of us.

The People Celebrate Their Freedom • Lesson 13

Bible Verse
“Serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13b).

Growing Closer to Jesus
Children will n talk about ways God takes care of us,
 n hear how Esther’s people celebrated their freedom,
 n play a game to celebrate God’s goodness, and
 n thank God for taking care of us.

Teacher Enrichment
Bible Basis
n The people celebrate their freedom.

This passage picks up after Haman’s death. After Haman was hanged, there was still a problem: 
The edict to kill all the Jews couldn’t be withdrawn. Queen Esther once again went before the 
king begging him to stop the plot devised by Haman. When King Xerxes offered her his gold 
scepter, Esther pled the case for her people.

Xerxes commanded Esther and Mordecai to write a new decree to take the place of the old 
one. While the original decree could not be revoked, it gave the Jewish people a way to protect 

themselves. As the new decree was received throughout the kingdom, the Jews rejoiced with a public festival and 
holiday.

Again, Esther was obedient in serving God where he had placed her, and God used her actions to preserve his 
people!

Prayer
• Read Esther 8.
• When have you been obedient to God?
•  Pray: Dear God, please help me be obedient to you. Help me show the children that you’ll take care of them. In 

Jesus’ name, amen.

Before the Lesson
n  Collect the necessary items for the activities you plan to use, referring to the Classroom Supplies and Learning Lab 

Supplies listed on the chart.
n  Make photocopies of the “Today I Learned…” handout (at the end of this lesson) to send home with your children.
n Pray for the children in your class and for God’s direction in teaching the lesson.

Esther 
8:1-17
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This Lesson at a Glance

Lesson 13

What Children Will Do Classroom Supplies Learning Lab Supplies

Welcome 
Time

Welcome!—Receive name tags, 
and be greeted by the teacher.

Basket name tags made in 
Lesson 1

Let’s Get 
Started

Direct children  
to one or more  
of the optional 
activities until 

everyone arrives.

Option 1: The King’s Seal—
Make imprints on modeling 
dough and talk about the king’s 
seal.

Modeling dough, items to use to 
make imprints

Option 2: Kingly Rings—
Make signet rings and learn that 
the king used his ring to make 
things official.

Modeling dough, chenille wire, 
large pasta wheels, bowl, scissors

Option 3: Shake, Rattle, and 
Roll—Make rice noisemakers and 
learn about Purim.

Paper lunch sacks, crayons, 
plastic spoons, uncooked rice, 
transparent tape

Pick-Up Time—Sing a song as 
they pick up toys and gather for 
Bible Story Time.

CD player

Bible Story  
Time

Setting the Stage—Make a 
scroll and seal it to announce the 
Bible story.

“Today I Learned…” handout 
(p. 180), tape, newsprint, red 
marker, yarn, washable markers, 
modeling dough, ring from 
Option 2

Bible Song and Prayer 
Time—Sing a song, bring out the 
Bible, and pray together.

Bible, CD player

Hear and Tell the Bible 
Story—Hear from Esther 8:1-17 
about how the Jews celebrated 
when Esther saved them.

Bible, scroll from “Setting the 
Stage,” noisemakers from Option 
3, CD player

Do the Bible Story—Have 
a special time of worship to 
celebrate Queen Esther’s story.

Closing A Reason to Celebrate—Tell 
Whiskers why Esther and her 
people celebrated.

Party hat, tape

Musical Treats—Pass a basket 
of treats and affirm one another.

Basket, snack-sized bags of 
M&M’s or other treats, wet wipes, 
CD player

*See the end of this lesson for extra-time ideas and supplies.
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Welcome Time
SUPPLIES: basket name tags made in Lesson 1
•  Bend down and make eye contact with children as they arrive.
•  Greet each child individually with an enthusiastic smile.
•  Thank each child for coming to class today.
•  As children arrive, ask them about last week’s “Today I Learned…” discussion. 

Use questions such as “What great things did you do?” and “What great thing did 
Esther do?”

•  Say: Today we’re going to learn that God made us special, and he’ll take 
care of us.

•  Hand out the basket name tags children made during Lesson 1, and help the children 
attach the name tags to their clothing. If some of the name tags were damaged or 
if children weren’t in class the first week, have them make new name tags using the 
photocopiable handout on page 22. You can find the directions for making the name 
tags on page 13.

•  Direct children to the Let’s Get Started activities you’ve set up.

Let’s Get Started
Set up one or more of the following activities for children to do as they arrive. After 

you greet each child, invite him or her to choose an activity.
Circulate between the activities to offer help as needed and direct children’s 

conversation toward the point of today’s lesson. Ask questions such as “Who takes care 
of you?” or “Tell me about something you have to take care of at home.”

n Option 1: The King’s Seal
SUPPLIES: modeling dough; items to use to make imprints, such as alphabet blocks, 
rubber stamps, kitchen forks, and slotted spoons

Set out modeling dough and your choice of objects children can use to make 
imprints. Choose items such as alphabet blocks, rubber stamps, and a slotted spoon. 
Show each child how to press an object into the dough to leave an imprint. Explain 
that the Persian king had a special ring he would press into warm wax to make a seal. 
Tell children that whenever people saw the king’s seal on something, they knew it came 
from the king himself.

n Option 2: Kingly Rings
SUPPLIES: modeling dough, chenille wire, large pasta wheels, bowl, scissors

Set out modeling dough, 3-inch pieces of chenille wire, and a bowl of large pasta 
wheels. With adult supervision, have children work in pairs to make rings. Demonstrate 
how to set a pasta wheel on the lower part of one finger. The children will need help 
putting both ends of a chenille wire through the pasta wheel. The adult will need to 
twist the wire together underneath the finger.

It’s important to say the Bible Point 
just as it’s written in each activity. 
Repeating the Bible Point over and 
over throughout the lesson will 
help kids remember it and apply it 
to their lives.
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Be sure children make the rings loose enough to wear comfortably. Explain that the 
king gave Mordecai his ring so Mordecai could use it to make a new law for the Jews 
and make it official with the new ring. Let children make “seals” by pressing their rings 
into the modeling dough.

If you choose not to do this craft, you’ll need at least one ring for the “Setting the 
Stage” activity.

n Option 3: Shake, Rattle, and Roll
SUPPLIES: paper lunch sacks, crayons, plastic spoons, uncooked rice, transparent tape

Set out lunch sacks, crayons, plastic spoons, uncooked rice, 
transparent tape, the star stamp, and the ink pad. Have children 
decorate their paper lunch sacks with the crayons and the star 
stamp. Then help children pour spoonfuls of rice into their 
bags. (Be sure children don’t put the rice in their mouths.) 

Demonstrate how to roll the top of a bag down and tape it to seal the rice inside. Once 
the bags are taped, the children can shake the bags by holding the top.

Explain that during Purim, Jews listen to the story of Esther and shake noisemakers 
when they hear Haman’s name.

When everyone has arrived and you’re ready to move on to Bible Story Time, 
encourage the children to finish what they’re doing and get ready to clean up.

n Pick-Up Time
SUPPLIES: CD player

Lead children in singing “Come Along With Me” with the CD 
(track 2) to the tune of “Come and Go With Me.” Encourage  
children to sing along as they help clean up the room.

Come along with me and pick up all our things,
Pick up all our things,
Pick up all our things.
Come along with me and pick up all our things
So our room will be clean.
(Repeat 2x.)

It may be difficult for you, but 
resist the temptation to “jump in” 
and help your students make their 
crafts “perfect.” Remember, at this 
age, the process is more important 
than the finished product. 
Praise the children’s efforts and 
outcomes, even if the crafts don’t 
look like the finished product. But 
do be ready to offer help to a child 
who is becoming frustrated.

Be sure children make extra 
noisemakers for those who don’t 
choose this option. They will use 
the noisemakers during “Hear and 
Tell the Bible Story.”

track 2
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Bible Story Time
n Setting the Stage
SUPPLIES: one photocopy of the “Today I Learned…” handout (p. 180), tape or glue 
sticks, newsprint, red marker, yarn or ribbon, washable markers or pencils, modeling 
dough, a ring from Option 2

Before class, tape or glue a copy of the “Today I Learned…” handout to a large 
piece of newsprint. Circle the Bible Point with a red marker. Then roll the paper up like 
a scroll, and tie it with colorful yarn or ribbon.

Tell children you’ll clap three times to get their attention. Explain that when you 
clap three times, the children are to stop what they’re doing and raise their hands. 
Encourage children to respond quickly so you’ll have time for all the fun activities 
you’ve planned.

Ask: • What did you make or do when you came to class today? (Pushed a 
block into clay; made a ring; made rice noisemakers.)

Say: Some of you made imprints in modeling dough, some of you made 
special rings, and some of you made noisemakers. You were all learning 
important things about our Bible story. Today we’re learning that God 
made us special, and he’ll take care of us. We’ll learn how God took care of 
Esther and her people.

Hold up the rolled scroll, and say: Long ago when kings had orders and laws 
to give to their people, they wrote the law on big pieces of paper called 
scrolls. Then a messenger would deliver the law to the people.

Untie and unroll the scroll. Say: Our scroll has something to do with our Bible 
story. Point to the circled message, but don’t read it aloud. Look, there’s a message 
on it. And there’s a picture of people celebrating. I wonder what they’re 
celebrating? Let’s pretend we’re the king. Take a marker, and pretend to 
write your orders on our scroll.

Pass out washable markers or pencils, and let the children draw on the scroll. After a 
minute, say: This looks great to me. Now we’ll roll it up and seal it. Roll up the 
scroll, and seal it with a piece of tape. Take a small piece of modeling dough, and spread 
it over the tape.

When kings sealed their scrolls, they would drip a little bit of melted 
wax onto the paper to seal it. We’ll pretend this modeling dough is wax. 
Before the wax was cool, the king pressed his ring into it to leave a special 
mark. We can use one of the rings we made earlier. Have a volunteer press his or 
her ring into the dough.

Show children the imprint, and say: Now our scroll is sealed. Let’s take our 
scroll over to the story area and hear about Esther and Mordecai.
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n Bible Song and Prayer Time
SUPPLIES: Bible, CD player

Say: Now it’s time to choose a Bible person to 
bring me the Bible marked with today’s Bible 
story. As we sing our Bible song, we’ll pass 
around our special Bible. The person who’s 
holding the Bible when the music stops will be 
our Bible person today.

Lead children in singing “I’m So Glad for the Bible” with the CD (track 3) to the 
tune of “Give Me Oil in My Lamp.” As you sing, pass around the special Bible.

I’m so glad for the Bible.
Keep me learnin’, learnin’, learnin’.
I’m so glad for God’s book today.
I’m so glad for the Bible.
Keep me learnin’, learnin’, learnin’—
Keep me learnin’ all about his way.

Let me hear ’bout God’s love—
Keep me learnin’, learnin’, learnin’.
Let me hear ’bout God’s love for me.
Let me hear ’bout God’s love—
Keep me learnin’, learnin’, learnin’.
Let’s shine the light for all to see.

(Repeat first verse.)

When the music stops, invite the child who’s holding the Bible to bring it to you. 
Stamp the child’s hand with the star stamp, and thank him or her for bringing you 
the Bible. Then stamp the other children’s hands. As they come up to you to get their 
hands stamped, take time to show them the Bible and explain to them that the Bible is 
God’s Word for them.

Say: I’m thankful for [name of child who brought the Bible], and I’m thankful 
for everyone in our class today. Let’s thank God together for all our friends 
in this class.

Lead children in singing “I’m So Glad We’re Together” with the CD (track 4) to the 
tune of “Give Me Oil in My Lamp.”

I’m so glad we’re together.
Keep us prayin’, prayin’, prayin’.
I’m so glad we’re all here today.
I’m so glad we’re together.
Keep us prayin’, prayin’, prayin’—
Prayin’ for each other every day.

Lead children in folding their hands and bowing their heads as you continue to sing.

tracks 3 & 4
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Thank you, Lord, for each one.
Keep me thankful, thankful, thankful.
Thank you for everyone who’s here.
Thank you, Lord, for each one.
Keep me thankful, thankful, thankful—
Thankful for our friends both far and near.

n Hear and Tell the Bible Story
SUPPLIES: Bible, scroll made in “Setting the Stage,” noisemakers from Option 3 (or 
wooden blocks), CD player

Hold up the scroll, and say in a loud voice: The 
king has a message for you. I need a helper to 
unroll the scroll. [Name of child], would you please 
come and open our scroll? Help the child break the 
modeling dough seal and unroll the scroll. The message 

is, “God made us special, and he’ll take care of us.” If that makes you 
happy, clap for God to thank him.

Set the scroll aside, and distribute the rice noisemakers made in Option 3. If you 
didn’t choose Option 3, give each child two wooden blocks to clap together.

Bring out the Brave Queen Esther book. Show children Esther 8:1-17 in the Bible, 
and say: Our Bible story comes from the book of Esther in the Bible. Our 
book shows us pictures of our Bible story. As we listen to the story on the 
CD, whenever you hear the name “Haman,” hold your rice noisemakers and 
shake them close to the floor. That will show that you don’t like what Haman 
did. Whenever you hear the words “Esther” or “Mordecai,” hold your rice 
noisemakers up in the air and shake them to show you like what they did.

Play the “Esther” segment of the CD (track 19), and turn the pages when you hear 
the chimes. Cue children to respond to the names “Haman,” “Esther,” and “Mordecai.” 
Be sure children keep their responses short so they can hear all of the story.

When the segment ends, turn off the CD, and ask:
• How did the king help the Jewish people? (He let Mordecai make a new law; 

he saved the Jews; he said that Haman had to die.)
• What did the Jewish people do when they heard the law? (Celebrated; 

danced; they were happy.)
Say: God took care of the Jews and saved them from their enemy, Haman. 

God made us special, and he’ll take care of us, too. Jewish people today 
still celebrate the way God took care of them on a special holiday called 
Purim. We can have our own special celebration right now.

Say: Just as God took care of Esther, Jesus takes 
care of us by being our friend. Jesus is always with 
us, just as he was with Esther. Let’s celebrate his 
friendship by giving a cheer. Are you ready? When I 
count to three, let’s shout, “Yea, Jesus!” Count to three, 
and let the children shout. You could also have the children use 
the noisemakers made during Option 3.

track 19

This Bible story 
is featured in 
the new My First 
Hands-On Bible™. 
Order several  
now for your 
ministry at  
group.com.
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n Do the Bible Story
SUPPLIES: none

Before class, remove a plastic cymbal from the Learning Lab.
Say: In our Bible story today, we heard how God helped 

Esther talk to the king and save her people. God made 
Esther special, and he took good care of her. God also took 
good care of his people! God made us special, and he’ll 
take care of us, too!

In our Bible story, we learned that the Israelites 
celebrate how God used Esther to help them. They call this celebration 
Purim. We’re going to play a game right now to help us celebrate the ways 
that God takes care of us.

Hold up the plastic cymbal.
Say: I’m going to say one way that God has taken care of me. Then I’m 

going to shake this cymbal, and lead all of you in celebrating how God took 
care of me. Say one way that God has taken care of you. Then shake the cymbal, and 
lead the children in some kind of worship motion, such as jumping, singing, twirling, 
or bowing down.

Now it’s your turn to tell us how God has taken care of you.
Give the cymbal to a child, and have the child say one way God has taken care 

of him or her. Then encourage the child to shake the cymbal and lead the class in a 
different worship motion.

Give every child an opportunity to say a way that God has cared for him or her and 
lead the class in a worship motion.

After every child has had a turn, gather children in a circle and sit down.
Ask: • How did God take care of his people? (He used Esther to save them; he 

didn’t let Haman kill them.)
• How do you think Esther felt when God took care of her people? (She was 

happy; she thanked God.)
• How has God taken care of you? (He made me feel better when I was sick; he 

kept my parents safe on their trip.)
• How did you feel when God took care of you? (I felt happy; I thanked God; I 

was glad.)
Say: Our Bible verse for today tells us how we can take good care of each 

other. It says: “Serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13b). God took care 
of his special people. God made his people special, and he took good care of 
them in our Bible story. We know that God made us special, and he’ll take 
care of us, too! Let’s see if Whiskers understands that.

Bible Skills
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Whiskers: Hi, everybody!

Teacher: Hi, Whiskers. That’s sure a fancy hat!

Whiskers: I got it at a party. This smiley ball, too!

Teacher: Ooh, parties are fun! Whose birthday was it?

Whiskers:  It wasn’t a birthday. My cousin Joey came home from the hospital today, 
so we celebrated. He had his tonsils taken out.

Teacher:  That must have been scary for him. But it’s fun to celebrate when a hard time is 
over.

Whiskers: Yeah, Joey felt pretty awful in the hospital.

Teacher: Your party reminds me of one we read about in our Bible story today.

Whiskers: A party in the Bible?

Teacher:  Children, can you tell Whiskers why Esther and the people were celebrating? (Have 
children explain that the king let Mordecai change the law and that the Jewish people 
were safe.)

Whiskers: Wow! That’s a great reason to celebrate.

Teacher: Yes, Whiskers, we learned that God made us special, and he’ll take care of us.

Whiskers: Is that what all your noise was about earlier?

Teacher:  It sure was! And we’re going to celebrate again by playing a game. (Whisper to the 
children) Would you like to invite Whiskers to play our celebration 
game with us? (Give children time to invite Whiskers.)

Whiskers: Oh, boy! I’d love to play a game with you! Let’s go! I’ll bring my ball!

Permission to photocopy this handout from Group’s Hands-On Bible Curriculum®, Preschool, granted for local church use. 
Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc., 1515 Cascade Ave., Loveland, CO 80538. group.com

Closing
n A Reason to Celebrate
SUPPLIES: party hat or crayons and a piece of construction paper, tape

Tape a party hat to Whiskers’ head. (If you don’t have a party hat, 
make one with construction paper.) Bring out Whiskers with the smiley 
face mini-beach ball in his paws, and go through the following puppet 
script. Then keep Whiskers with you for the next activity. 
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n Musical Treats
SUPPLIES: basket or bag, snack-sized bags of M&M’s candy or other treats, wet wipes, 
CD player

Before class, fill a basket or bag with snack-sized bags of M&M’s 
candy.

Ask children to clean their hands with wet wipes and then sit 
in a circle. Make sure Whiskers is with you, too. Put the basket 
in the center of the circle. Say: Let’s play a game to celebrate 
the way God takes care of us. We’ll use Whiskers’ ball! 
Clap Whiskers’ paws joyfully. While I play music from the CD, 
pass the ball around the circle. When I stop the music, the 
person holding the smiley face mini-beach ball gets to 

choose a treat while the rest of us say, “God made us special, and he’ll 
take care of us.” Then I’ll start the music, and we’ll play again. If you’re 
holding the ball when the music stops and you’ve already had a treat, pass 
the ball to the next person.

Play the “Musical Treats” segment of the CD (track 20), and pause the CD every 
few seconds. When each child has taken a treat, turn off the CD, and pray: Dear God, 
thank you for loving us. Thank you for all the good things you do and for all 
the ways you take care of us. We love you. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Growing closer to Jesus extends 
beyond the classroom.
Photocopy the “Today I Learned…” handout (at the end 
of this lesson) for this week, and send it home with the 
children.  Encourage parents to use the handout to plan 
 meaningful family activities to reinforce this week’s topic.

track 20
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n Lively Learning: Story Review
Let children listen to the “Esther” segment on the CD (track 19) as 

they turn the pages of the Brave Queen Esther book. You may want to 
set out items such as the paper crown, linking hearts and stars, the scroll 
from “Setting the Stage,” and a signet ring from Option 2. Encourage 
children to hold up the items as they’re mentioned in the story.

n Make to Take: Royal Jewels
Before this activity, dye different types of tubelike pasta. For each colored pasta, pour three or four cups of 

uncooked pasta into a sealable plastic bag, and add 10 drops of food coloring and two teaspoons of rubbing 
alcohol. Seal the bags, and shake them until each piece of pasta is colored. Spread the pasta on newspaper to 
dry overnight. Set out the colored pasta and 12-inch lengths of yarn. Allow children to string the colorful pasta 
“jewels” on the yarn to make royal necklaces. (Be sure children don’t put the pasta in their mouths.) Explain 
that Mordecai was given fine clothes, jewels, and a place of honor when Esther stopped Haman’s plan.

n Treat to Eat: Starry Snack
Cut an apple so the children will see a star pattern made by the 

seeds (see the illustration). Provide star-shaped cereal in a bowl and 
soft cream cheese. Ask the children to clean their hands with wet 
wipes. Then show the children how to dip the cereal pieces into the 
cream cheese and place the pieces around the apple slice like the 
jewels on a crown. As they eat their snack, remind them that Esther’s 
name means “star.” Explain that she was a brave queen who saved her 
people.

n Story Picture: The People Rejoice
Give each child a copy of the “Today I Learned…” handout. Set out crayons and self-adhesive notes. Show 

the children how to roll a note around a crayon and then stick the note to the scroll in Mordecai’s hand. As 
children color their pictures, remind them that just as God took care of the Jewish people, God made us 
special, and he’ll take care of us.

For Extra Time
 If you have a long class time or want to add additional 
elements to your lesson, try one of the following activities.

track 19
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Lesson 13Today your child learned  that GOD MADE US SPECIAL,  AND HE’LL TAKE CARE OF US. Children heard how the Jews 
celebrated Mordecai’s new law that 

allowed them to defend themselves 
against their enemies. They played a 
game to celebrate God’s goodness.

”Serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13b).

n How did God take care of Esther’s people?

n How does God take care of you?

n  What could our family do to take care of 
someone else?

n  After dinner one evening, play a game of Remember When. 
Set a dinner knife in the middle of the table, and take turns 
spinning it. When the knife stops spinning, have the person 
it’s pointing to say, “Remember when…” and tell about a time 
God took care of your family.
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The People Rejoice (Esther 8:1-17)

Buy a set of  
4 hardcovers—
SAVE $20!
SET121002 • $79.97 

In Canada $87.99 Buy a set of  
4 softcovers—
SAVE $16!
SET121003 • $63.97 

In Canada $70.49

Get kids of ALL 
ages into the Bible!

My First 
Hands-On BibleTM

Thanks a Million!
The first Hands-On Bible for elementary-aged kids sold more 
than a half-million copies. That’s more than half a million kids 
reading, doing, living, and loving God’s Word!
 
My First Hands-On Bible gives younger kids (ages 3–6) the 
same chance to experience the Bible in a way that’s just for 
them. One-point lessons, beautifully illustrated Bible stories 
told with real Scripture (the easy-to-read NLT), and fun activities 
make a lasting impression on preschoolers’ thoughts and hearts. 
 
Teachers and parents love the Hands-On Bible because it helps 
kids see the “Jesus Connection” throughout the whole Bible.  
Plus it helps them see the best connection of all—the one to 
their own lives. 
 
When you get a copy or two for every classroom, you’re planting 
seeds that will grow for the rest of your preschoolers’ lives!

   HARDCOVER • 978-1-4143-4830-8 
$16.99

CASE QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE—visit group.com for details!

Get kids into the Bible...with the Hands-On Bible and My First Hands-On Bible.
Order them for each classroom and child today at group.com or from your favorite Christian retailer.

Hands-On Bible®
(Revised and Updated)

Jesus taught with hands-on lessons and illustrations. The Hands-On Bible uses 
the same experience-based learning to communicate God’s Word in an active, 
understandable way. With hundreds of fun, memorable activities (a “Do-It” 
activity in EVERY feature!) and the full New Living Translation text, the Hands-On 
Bible is packed with activities and experiences that invite kids to crawl inside the 
Scriptures and “do” God’s Word!

   HARDCOVER • 978-1-4143-3768-5 
$24.99

   SOFTCOVER • 978-1-4143-3769-2 
$19.99 

CASE QUANTITY DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE – visit group.com for details!




