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From Your DOM
The LEAD Conference is just around the corner and you don't
want to miss it! The Sacramento Region Baptist Network (SRBN)
exists to encourage and strengthen churches and leaders in fulfilling the Great Commission in their local setting and beyond and
the LEAD Conference is one of the Network's ways to help your
church reach its mission.
Investing in your leadership growth and effectiveness is critical to
effective ministry. I encourage all of our church leaders to register
and attend the LEAD Conference on September 22nd. This conference is for all church
leaders not just pastors and
staff. We believe that the
effective ministry of a Preschool Teacher is as critical
as the effective ministry of a
Pastor. The byline of the
conference is "Because You
Love Your Church". Affective ministry stems from a
heart that wants to see the
C ONFERENCE
gospel make permanent
change in the life of people.
LEAD was created to help
ministry leaders at all levels become more effective and affect
change within the church.

● TEACHER – Creating Conversational Communities (David Francis, Ken Braddy, Michael Kelley) An interactive conference experience for Kids and Preschool Sunday School
and Small group leaders. The goal is to provide an overview
of the book and to apply its content to the Bible study setting
of conference participants.
Presenter: Cande Ackler
● GROWING IN GOD’S WORD –Levels of Biblical Learning
An interactive conference to help parents and kids and preschool ministry leaders understand the importance of laying
spiritual foundations for their children, and to learn about
how to systematically teach them in an age-appropriate way.
Conferees will learn that as kids grow, their understanding of
foundational truths grows with them. Presenter: Cande Ackler

BECAUSE YOU LOVE YOUR CHURCH

E
LAD

1:00 - 4:30 PM
5:00 - 5:45 PM
5:50 PM
6:00 - 6:30 PM
6:35 - 7:45 PM
7:50 - 9:00 PM

Pastor and Staff Only
Dinner
Song
Plenary Session
Breakout Session #1
Breakout Session #2

There are early bird sessions for Pastor and Staff. Dr. Paul D.
Borden will share on "Systemic Issues That Produce Healthy
Congregations". These sessions will begin at 1:00 p.m. Pastors
encourage your staff to join you. There are also great conferenc-

● Systemic Issues That Produce Healthy Congregations
(Pastors and Staff Only Early Session) Presenter: Paul Borden

ST

AY Commission Congregation.
● A Great
(Evening Breakout Session)
Presenter: Paul Borden
● Q & A (Evening Breakout Session) Presenter: Paul Borden

● Why They Stay: Helping Parents and Church Leaders
Make Investments That Keep Children and Teens Connected to the Church for a Lifetime (book by Steve R. Parr
and Tom Crites) From their research among church members
age twenty-six to thirty-nine who grew up in church and are
still attending and serving, Dr. Parr and Dr. Crites identify fifteen key factors that make a great difference in the likelihood
that children and youth will remain in church as adults. Why
They Stay can help.
Presenter: Mark Standridge
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●“Jesus went”…Matthew 9.
What does it look like to GO
and engage the culture? As a
student/youth pastor, volunteer,
or parent? - Thoughts?
Presenter: Rob Maxey
●“Oh my josh it’s
working…what now?” Practical
steps of integrating non–-churched
students/kids and families into
your church. The pitfalls, the
warnings, and the blessings!
Presenter: Rob Maxey

● The Church and The Government Relationship Rules.
We can no longer just “do church” without complying with
government regulations and forms. We will also begin to discuss employees and how the FSLA and minimum wage
laws affect the church.
Presenter: Rod Wiltrout
● Employee Needs, Polices, Benefits and Income. We will
also discuss budgeting, stewardship promotion and Insurances that affect the church. It will be a full hour.
Presenter: Rod Wiltrout

● Penetrating Your Community Through Prayer - Unleash
the Power of Prayer in Your Church (Beginning and
maintaining a house of prayer) Presenter: Jerry McCullah
● Penetrating Your Community Through Prayer - Possible
Prayer Ministries and Activities (Sharing prayer ministry
ideas for impacting your community)
Presenter: Jerry McCullah

● How to Prepare Yourself Spiritually to Lead Worship in
Your Church.
Presenter: William Mininfield
● How to Effectively Lead Your Worship Team to Spiritually Prepare to Lead Worship. Presenter: William Mininfield
Go online today and register your leaders at
www.sacbaptist.org. I look forward to seeing you at LEAD.
Much Love,
Dennis

Church News and Events
Capital City Baptist Church
This year's Capital City Women’s Ministry Project was
"Purses for the Homeless". The idea was decided at the
Women's Prayer Retreat last year at Camp Alta and
then the project was opened to the entire church. We
decided to start in the spring. We received a tremendous response from the church. One church member,
Betty Plett, created a purse box to collect purses, blankets, scarfs, socks, shampoo, conditioners, body lotions, tooth brushes, tooth paste, floss and washcloths.
We collected 43 purses and filled them . The ladies,
youth and several others helped to fill them. It was such
a blessing to see how CCBC was used to help others.
Greed can keep us from giving up our possessions that
we have much of, along with our un-trust in God's
promise of being faithful to supply us with our every
need. It was decided to bring the purses to the Union
Gospel Mission. Because of their burden for the lost,
fellow church members are often seen serving the
homeless every month. Several of the church members
and youth took the items to the mission The words of
one of the church member’s reminded the youth and
one of the volunteers, Carol, that it is easy to come to
church but the real work comes when you go out and
reach the lost. God calls us to go out and make disci-

October 24-25, 2015
Country Oaks Baptist Church, 9717 Bond Road, Elk Grove, CA
Rick Muchow, Worship Leader Coach
Skip Ferris, Pastor, New Life Bible, Sonora
William Mininfield, Worship Leader, Elk Grove
Monday, Oct 24 – 6:30 to 8:30 PM (open door, no fees)
Tuesday, Oct 25 – 8:30 to 11:30 AM
Bring your music team with you! For more detailed information & Registration: www.CAWorship.com/focm-conference.html

Upgrade Your Student Ministry
at the

Bay Area Student
Ministry Upgrade
Conference
September 16-17, 2016

ples.

St. Matthew Christian Church
The church invites you to their 28th Church Anniversary
Celebration on Sunday, October 9, 2016. Lunch begins
at 1:30 PM followed by the service at 3:00 PM. For more
information contact Denise August at 916.470.2706.

Country Oaks Baptist Church
BELOVED
COBC Women’s Retreat
October 15, 2016; 8:30AM-3:00PM
Keynote Speaker:
Debbie Alsdorf
Cost $20 before 9/30/16; $25 after
For more information contact the church office at
916.685.4019.

FREE Commentaries/Study Resources
to Pastors
Wil Nuckolls
would like to
donate study
resources to a
pastor who
wants to add to
his resource
library. For more details phone Wil at 916.967.8361.

Both days include key note messages by Mark Oestreicher from the
Youth Cartel on
•

Creating a Ministry of Belonging (Friday)

•

Leading without Power (Friday)

•

Six Values Great Student Ministries Embrace (Saturday)

Both Days also include breakout sessions from CSBC student ministry
staff and local youth professionals.
Friday sessions
•

Building a Student Ministry Team

•

Developing a Discipleship Plan that Goes Somewhere

•

Networking the Kingdom

•

10 Things Student Leaders Need from Their Student Ministry
Pastors

•

And more

Saturday sessions
•

Addressing Same-Sex Attraction

•

Reaching the Gang Culture

•

Teaching Students to Share Their Faith

•

Understanding Your Calling

•

Creative Teaching

•

And more

Both days start with registration at 9:30 a.m. and end at 3:45 p.m.
Participants can register for one or both days. Lunch is included in the
registration fee both days.
Groups must register together to receive the multi-person discount. Register at csbc.com
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You’re Telling Yourself the Wrong
Story

Confession: I’ve been telling myself the wrong story. (Have you done
that too?)
I am working on self-discipline in the way I eat, move, work and
sleep. It’s been discouraging at times, and I can’t seem to get it all
together. When I fail (oh that oat-bottomed brownie from the Simply
Classic cookbook tasted like heaven on a plate), I attack myself, unrelenting. When I beat myself up when I’m down, I end up reverting
back to an all or nothing mindset.
It’s either I do everything perfectly, or I become a slothful, sleep-deprived, chocolate-devouring workaholic. Perfection or total failure.
No in between. And the swinging between the two extremes takes it
toll on my heart. I’m living a defeated story where I can’t seem to get
my life together.
Honestly, this has tormented me. I’ve read my Bible, looking for
Scripture that helps free me from myself. (I’m reminded of the Apostle
Paul who did what he didn’t want to do, and didn’t do what he wanted). Still, I can’t seem to grasp the dance between self-control (a fruit
of the Spirit) and the freedom that Jesus fought so hard for me to
have. Where do healthy habits intersect life in the Spirit? Is it
both? How?
Couple all that with the fear that I’m growing older, and I don’t look
like I did when I was twenty, and you have angst-riddled me. I’m
grateful for voices like Allison’s that help me feel better about the crazy expectations of beauty in this world.
I keep thinking about the Kingdom of God, about how its parameters
differ wildly from the world’s. I mean, when did Jesus ever worry
about how His body looked?And in terms of discipline, His was
simply responsive to the Spirit. He ate, fasted, slept, stayed up all
night–as God led. He freely obeyed. He didn’t fret.
The kingdom of this world reminds us that what we make, what we
do, and how we look matters most. That’s the story it tells us, and we
eat it as if it were oat-bottomed brownie goodness. But there is a
much better story: The Kingdom of God reminds us that what He
makes, what He does, and how He works through us is what
matters most. We simply need to live loved.
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Continued on page 5

SRBN

CHURCH
CONTRIBUTIONS
2016

Church

JULY

Anna Street
Canaan Ministries (Pole Line Road)
Capital City
Catalyst Woodland
Christian Faith Missionary
Church on Cypress (The)
Clay City Church
Colfax
Cornerstone
Country Oaks
Crossway Community formerly International Family
Crystal Faith Community
Del Paso Union
El Camino
Emmanuel
Emmanuel Korean
Evangelical Baptist Ukrainian - Spring of Life
Fairvale
Family Bible Fellowship
Fellowship Church at Granite Bay
FBC, Del Paso Heights
FBC, Elverta
FBC, Fair Oaks
FBC, Lincoln
FBC, North Highlands
FBC, Orangevale
FBC, Rancho Cordova
FBC, Winters
First Slavic Evangelical
For His Glory
Fourteenth Ave.
Grace Missionary
Grace Romanian
Gracepoint
Great Harvest
Greater Hill Zion
Hillsdale
Iglesia Bautista de Los Hechos
Iglesia Bautista la Red
Iglesia Bautista Northgate
Iglesia Bautista Princeipe Paz
Iglesia Bautista Rey de Reyes
Jesus Family Worship
Korean Community Fellowship (Pole Line Road)
Laguna Chinese
Lifepoint Christian Fellowship
Light of Salvation
Living Faith Church
Macedonia Baptist Church
Madison Avenue
Mision Hispana (El Camino)
Mt. Pilgrim
Mt. Pleasant
Natomas
New Direction
New Home Missionary
New Hope Baptist, Sacramento
New Hope Community
New Love Ministries
New Pleasant Grove
New Seasons of West Sacramento
New St. Bethel
New Testament
Oakside
OneLife Church
Paradise Missionary
Placer Heights
Pole Line Road, Davis
Pollock Pines Community Church
Redeemed Community - formerly FSBC Florin
Resurrection Ukrainian
Romanian Speranta
Roseville Baptist
Russian Baptist Church, West Sacramento
Russian-Ukrainian Baptist Church
Sacramento Korean
Saransthan Sacramento Fellowship
Seven Stars
Shalom La Israel
Signal Heights
Slavic Baptist Church "Bethel"
Solid Rock Missionary Baptist
St. James
St. John’s
St. Mark Missionary
St. Matthew
St. Paul
Temple
True Light Missionary Baptist
Twenty-Fourth Street
Twin Oaks
Upper Room
Vietnamese Hope
West Sacramento Baptist formerly FSBC West Sacramento
Woodland United Fellowship
Total

0.00
0.00
0.00
100.00
0.00
218.00
0.00
237.00
0.00
166.67
50.00
0.00
0.00
664.56
66.69
30.00
50.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
45.00
540.45
416.67
239.68
1,730.75
400.00
0.00
561.65
0.00
30.00
1,200.00
0.00
0.00
500.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
100.00
0.00
138.64
0.00
0.00
300.00
0.00
0.00
12.90
100.00
117.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
200.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
200.00
259.09
0.00
0.00
134.22
0.00
50.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
0.00
167.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
105.51
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
50.00
303.23
0.00
0.00
75.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
203.66
9,863.37

YTD
JULY

246.00
0.00
844.81
700.00
0.00
1,959.70
0.00
2,336.00
0.00
1,166.69
350.00
0.00
0.00
5,125.08
639.81
180.00
650.00
1,769.82
200.00
100.00
302.00
4,214.33
2,916.64
1,594.46
5,027.36
2,400.00
900.00
2,568.50
0.00
30.00
1,200.00
0.00
0.00
1,500.00
0.00
0.00
700.00
20.00
0.00
100.00
0.00
374.84
0.00
0.00
2,100.00
150.00
100.00
82.28
350.00
722.00
0.00
0.00
500.00
301.52
0.00
0.00
250.00
350.00
700.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
1,200.00
1,682.44
0.00
399.24
1,137.49
200.00
300.00
0.00
0.00
1,028.23
200.00
300.00
1,169.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
634.10
0.00
0.00
355.50
0.00
0.00
150.00
600.00
2,179.42
0.00
0.00
225.00
0.00
0.00
192.07
1,593.77
59,268.10

CSBC Executive Director
Search Team Schedules
Listening Sessions
Throughout the State
Listening Sessions” have been scheduled by the
Executive Director Search Team tasked with finding
the person God has in store to lead California Southern Baptist Convention
into the future.
Montia Setzler, chairman of the search team and pastor of Magnolia Church
in Riverside, said listening sessions have been set for “multiple locations in this
great state to hear from pastors, directors of missions and church leaders.”
“We want to hear what our churches are looking for in our next leader.”
He said the team is seeking input on the following questions:
●

What are the issues we face in reaching California that the next
executive director needs to be prepared to address?

●

What kind of leader should the committee be looking for?

Setzler said the team would like recommendations of leaders “who would be
able to chart the path to help our churches reach our state for Christ.”
Recommendations should include the nominee’s resume, personal testimony and cover letter, and be emailed to the search team,
CSBCSearchTeam@gmail.com.
Below is a list of scheduled listening sessions and associations for which
they are recommended. Continue to watch for possible additional sessions.
September 29, 2016
Sacramento, Central Valley, Delta Valley, Mother Lode, and Tahoe Associations
Fourteenth Avenue Baptist Church
6240 14th Avenue, Sacramento

916. 903.6850

DOM Meeting: 5:00-6:30 p.m.
Listening Session: 7:00-8:30 p.m.
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00
:
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Dear Pastor,
The North American Mission Board invites you, student and
collegiate pastors, mission pastors and church leaders to
participate in a free luncheon to highlight the 2017 Send
Conference. NAMB staff will cast vision for the 2017 Send
Conference. Join us and hear how you and your church can
get involved!
Mark Hobafcovich
Every Life On Mission, Every Church On Mission NAMB
NAMB.net

Register today at…
http://www.cvent.com/d/pfqt2x

You’re Telling Yourself the Wrong Story
Continued from page 4

I’m guilty of telling myself the first story–that I must
discipline myself for the sake of the world’s standards.
And that’s the wrong story. It cannot create change,
just like the Law cannot set us free to obey. This is a
warped legalism, our constant self-improvement campaigns.
Grace and freedom look a lot more like you responding to the Spirit, come what may. To live from a position of worth, knowing you are already wildly loved
and you’re simply living in light of that–instead of
working so dang hard to PROVE you’re worthy.
…
The new story we can tell ourselves is this:
I am in the beautiful throes of redemption. I am
not what I was, nor am I what I will be with God’s
amazing help. Laziness doesn’t ruin my story.
When I fail, it doesn’t negate the narrative God is
writing through me. He is the hero, and I am the
one trusting His heroic ways in my life. If I choose
to have healthy habits, it’s not to gain traction in
the world’s system, it’s to bless myself (who is
deeply loved) because it’s easier to work in the
kingdom with a healthy heart, life, and mindset.
…
I hope that resonates with you today. Your task isn’t
to yell at yourself when you don’t meet your impossible expectations. No, friend, it’s to do as Rachel Marie
Stone puts it in her excellent book, Eat with Joy: to
move redemptively toward the new possibilities He
has for you. He’s already prepared good works for
you to do beforehand (thank you
Ephesians 2:10).
N.T. Wright puts it beautifully when he writes, “Don’t
despise the small but symbolic act. We live still in this
modernist dream which says, ‘Unless you can change
the whole thing, it’s not even worth trying.’ That’s not
what Jesus did. Jesus did small but symbolic acts,
each one of which was freighted with kingdom meaning. God probably doesn’t want you to reorganize [everything] overnight–learn to be symbol-makers and
storytellers for the kingdom. Learn to model genuine humanness in your worship and your stewardship
and your relationships–the Church’s task vis-a-vis the
world is to model the true humanness as a sign, as an
invitation.” (The Challenge of Jesus, 188).
Did you catch that? Your imperfect humanness
serves as an invitation to others to experience the
kingdom of God. Wow. Maybe all our self-improvement mars the image of the kingdom! Maybe God is
not after us becoming awesome, but it’s about Him
being the awesome part of us.
Continued on page 8
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21 GO-TO New Testament
Scriptures for Leaders
2“These are the Scriptures I lean into. I pray they refuel your
leadership tank as they do mine.”
The entire Bible is the source of truth for every Christian
leader, but we all have our favorite verses: our special “goto” Scriptures that guide us, inspire us, and keep us on track.
These are the verses that help us keep going and growing.
I’d like to share mine with you. These are the Scriptures I
lean into, as well as use to help develop young leaders.
I’ll admit that the selection process has been extremely difficult, nearly impossible in fact. There are 7,957 New Testament verses to choose from! But over the years, the ones
below have proven to be
core for me as a leader.
One great practical application is to read one
passage a day for 21
days, and ask God to
make the power and
truth of that Scripture
come alive in your life as
a leader.
I pray these refuel your
leadership tank as they
do mine.
Matthew 6:33-34
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Matthew 22:37-38
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.
Matthew 28:18-20
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Mark 10:42-45
Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those
who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
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and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with
you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must
be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of
all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
John 14:26-27
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
Acts 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Romans 8:28
And we know that in all
things God works for the
good of those who love
him, who have been
called according to his
purpose.
Romans 12:1-2
Therefore, I urge you,
brothers and sisters, in
view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God - this is
your true and proper worship. Do not conform to
the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.
2 Corinthians 12:9-10
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on
me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in
insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I
am weak, then I am strong.
Galatians 6:9
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Ephesians 2:8-10
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that
no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us
to do.
Continued on page 7

Ephesians 3:14-21
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every
family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out
of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted
and established in love, may have power, together with all the
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and
deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is
at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Ephesians 4:11-13
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature,
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Ephesians 6:10-18
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put
on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand
against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the
day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground,
and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm
then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with
the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your
feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel
of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith,
with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit
on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.
With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for
all the Lord’s people.
Philippians 4:6-7
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:13
I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
1 Timothy 3:1-10
Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an
overseer desires a noble task. Now the overseer is to be
above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, selfcontrolled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not
given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his
own family well and see that his children obey him, and he
must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. (If anyone
does not know how to manage his own family, how can he
take care of God’s church?) He must not be a recent
convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the
same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good
reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into
disgrace and into the devil’s trap. In the same way,
deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging
in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. They must
keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear
conscience. They must first be tested; and then if there is
nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.
2 Timothy 3:16-17
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that
the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work.
2 Timothy 1:7
For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but
gives us power, love and self-discipline.
James 1:5-6
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be
given to you. But when you ask, you must believe and not
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the
sea, blown and tossed by the wind.
1 John 4:18-19
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who
fears is not made perfect in love. We love because he first
loved us.
By Dan Reiland, the executive pastor at 12Stone Church in
Lawrenceville, Georgia. 8/31/2016,
www.outreachmagazine.com
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You’re Telling Yourself the Wrong Story
Continued from page 5

I wrestled through this in my very first book Ordinary Mom, Extraordinary God
when I interacted with an Oswald Chambers quote from My Utmost for His
Highest:
“Christian perfection is not, and never can be, human perfection.” Hmm, you
mean I can’t be perfect in my own human strength?
“When you obey the call of Jesus Christ, the first thing that strikes you is the
irrelevancy of the things you have to do, and the next thing that strikes you is
the fact that other people seem to be living perfectly consistent lives.” Oh, you
mean like that pesky Proverbs woman?
“Such lives are apt to leave you with the idea that God is unnecessary, by human effort and devotion we can reach the standard God wants. In a fallen
world this can never be done.” It can’t? But, I’ve tried so hard.
“I am called to live in perfect relation to God so that my life produces a longing
after God in other lives, not admiration for myself . . . God is not after perfecting me to be a specimen in his showroom; he is getting me to the place
where he can use me.” Hmm, but I kind of liked being a pretty statue in your
showroom, Jesus. You mean perfection has to do with my relationship with
you, not my spiritual to-do list?
…
So here I sit in my office wondering what kind of excellent conclusion I can
make from all this. I don’t yet have it figured out, but I am moving redemptively. I’m better than before. I know that my works don’t make me justified, but I
also know self-control and a life of good habits gives me more breathing space
to love others in my life. I know I need to continually remind myself of the REAL
STORY: that I am wildly loved, nothing separates me from Jesus, and I can live
joyfully in this moment.
I am not the sum of my body parts, nor am I evaluated by the world’s mathematics. Instead, I rely on the paradox of Kingdom calculus: what’s small is big,
what’s unimportant is essential, what’s last is first.
I won’t understand it all. But I do understand the encouraging voice of the Spirit–the voice that beautifully reminds me that even if I fail horribly and I’m the
most lackadaisical human on earth, He still flat out loves me (and
you). Perhaps all this pursuit of self-discipline should be diverted to the
pursuit of simply this: I am loved in this moment.
By Mary Demuth, http://www.marydemuth.com/wrong-story/ on 9/1/2016
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Adoption: Sierra Forever Families

SRBN

serving with churches loving the world

Sacramento Region Baptist Network

916.368.5114; www.Sierraff.org

Grace Network:
Fighting Human Trafficking
916.850.0846; info@thegracenenetwork.org
PO Box 15131, Sacramento

Church-Based Partnership
Evangelism Projects:
International Commission
916.784.2372, www.ic-world.org

Short-Term Mission Trips:
September 22-October 3, 2016; Congo (Ibutango)

Music & Conference Ministry:
The Rawleigh Ministry
916.368.5114 www.rawleighministries.com

5056 Sunrise Boulevard
Suite B-3, Fair Oaks
CA 95628-4943
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
7:30am-4:00pm
Tele: 916.863.5426
Fax: 916.863.5428
sasbc@sacbaptist.org
www.sacbaptist.org

Dennis Fredricks,
Executive Director of Missions
Deborah Everhart,
Office Manager
Bethany Bohrer,
Collegiate Missionary
MSC, NAMB
BethanyBohrer@sacbaptist.org

www.facebook.com/sacbaptist.org

CALENDAR
September 2016
6 Pastors’ and Staff Lunch, 12:00-1:30PM,
Roseville Baptist Church, 1301 Coloma Way,
Roseville (near Sunrise & I-80) -Brown Bag.
(1st Tues. monthly).

16-17 Bay Area Student Ministry Training,
Park Victoria Baptist Church, Milpitas. More
info: http://www.csbc.com/events/bay-areastudent-ministry-training-conference
20 Executive Board Meeting, 7PM, SRBN
Office. Next meetings: 9/27 and
Annual Celebration 10/20
22 LEAD Conference, Country Oaks Baptist
Church.
27 Executive Board Meeting, 7PM, SRBN
Office. Next meeting: Annual Celebration 10/20
29 CSBC Executive Director Search Team
Listening Session, 5-6:30PM, -DOM, 78:30PM,, Fourteenth Avenue Baptist
Church.
October 2016
2-4 Senior Adult Conference, First Baptist
Church of Orangevale, 9889 Central
Avenue, Orangevale.
4 Pastors’ and Staff Lunch, 12:00-1:30PM,
Roseville Baptist Church, 1301 Coloma Way,
Roseville (near Sunrise & I-80) -Brown Bag.
(1st Tues. monthly).

17 SEND Conference Information Pastors
Luncheon - It’s A Free Lunch for Pastors,
12-1:30PM,, El Camino Baptist Church.
20 SRBN Annual Celebration, Fourteenth
Avenue Baptist Church.
25-26 California Southern Baptist Convention,
Russian Baptist Church, West Sacramento.
November 2016
1 Pastors’ and Staff Lunch, 12:00-1:30PM,
Roseville Baptist Church, 1301 Coloma Way,
Roseville (near Sunrise & I-80) -Brown Bag.
(1st Tues. monthly).

11-12 Sunday School Director Essentials Retreat California, Capital City Baptist Church.
February 2017
25 CSBC State North VBS Clinic, 9AM
2:30PM, El Camino Baptist Church.
March 2017
24-26 Women’s Retreat (Invitation to Healing
A Woman’s Heart Team), Camp Alta.
April 2017
22 VBS Clinic, El Camino Baptist Church.
July 2017
9-12 Kids Camp - 4th-6th Grade, Camp Alta,
Early Bird $150 Standard: $160, www.campalta.org
13-15 Kids Camp - 1st-3rd Grade, Camp Alta,
Early Bird $130 Standard: $140, www.campalta.org
October 2017
5-7 Living Proof Live You Lead - Beth Moore
Pre-Conference, Sacramento.
6-7 Living Proof Live with Beth Moore/Travis
Cottrell, Golden One Arena.
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