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A.  Where are we?  
Located near the middle of Lake Gaston, NC, Lakeside Lutheran Church, (LLC), ELCA, serves a huge geographic area.  It is the 

only Lutheran church for many miles in all directions. Indeed, it is close to 1 ½ hours to the nearest ELCA churches.  

  

Lake Gaston has 350 miles of shoreline reaching five counties in the two states of North Carolina and Virginia.  The 

main body of the lake is approximately 1.3 miles across at its widest point and approximately 35 miles long.  With an 

approximate average depth of 40 feet, it has more than 20,000 surface acres along the Main Lake and its creeks and 

coves.  Located on the VA/NC border between I-85 on the West, and I-95 on the East, Lake Gaston is approximately 

1.5 hours south of Richmond, VA and north of Raleigh, NC.  
  

The counties (county seat) in:  

North Carolina is:  Halifax (Halifax), Northampton (Jackson) and Warren (Warrenton).   

Virginia is:  Brunswick (Lawrenceville) and Mecklenburg (Boydton).  

Townships (zip codes) in the Lake Gaston area (post offices, convenience stores, physicians, etc.)  



  

B. Where do we live?  NE, SE, NW, SW Quadrant?  

  

  

  
  

We live in the nooks and crannies offered by the “points, peninsulas and coves” that the dammed Roanoke River provides, known 

as Lake Gaston in this area, divided into many communities.  

  



The real estate agents quickly indoctrinate one to the idea of calling the four quadrants of the lake by their geographical location:  

thus the references to the four quadrants:  NE, SE, NW, SW, with the route 903 bridge – Eaton Ferry Bridge – being the east/west 

dividing line.  

  

  

C. What draws residents and vacationers to the area?  

  

Many folks will say the obvious:  the lake.  But scratch the surface and you will hear variants on that answer, as in the fact that this 

lake is a fresh water, stocked lake, and… it is guaranteed by its owner – the power company – to have a median level plus or minus 

just inches.  This plus keeps boaters from having to retie and adjust boat lines for water level change and allows for fixed piers as 

opposed to ones that must be able to move up and down as the dammed water level is drastically changed in so many power 

company lakes, but not so with this lake.  

  

Then there’s the small town feel, whether you are close to Bracey, VA or Roanoke Rapids,  NC.  This is not “the city.”  

  

Then there are many who started coming here to camp – near the lake, of course – but camp, first by tent, then trailer, then cottage, 

then some built on their camping lots and still others purchased other lots to build or some even bought re-sales, as the lake has 

now been here long enough for turnover.  

  

While “locals” used to summer here before it was even a dammed lake but only the Roanoke River, like many rivers, summer 

cottages have become winterized homes and are used for weekends, vacations, getaways and now home, year round.  

  

D.  How Lakeside Lutheran Got Its Start  
LLC got its start when four couples crossed paths and simply discovered that there was a common denominator missing from their 

lives:  a Lutheran Church.  The year was 1992.  

  

From that point a small group of Lutherans started holding their own services in their homes, several different rescue squad and fire 

hall facilities and even Littleton, NC’s historic St. Alban’s Episcopal.    Much of the original bonding “fire hall experience” took place 

at the Roanoke Wildwood Fire Hall.   

  

Eventually LLC aligned with the ELCA Virginia Synod who had faith in their mission to grow a church against the demographic odds.  

  

1993 brought Interim Rev. Al Purdam, followed by Rev. Richard Eismann, the next year.    

  

1995 the church building site was acquired and its first improvement was the outdoor pavilion used for summer worship and many 

special occasions.  

  

In 1996 Rev. Dennis Hahle was called to serve as Pastor Developer and the congregation officially affiliated with the Virginia Synod.    

  

1997 brought a second service – the early service, known as the contemporary service.   

  

From 1997 to 1999, the planning and construction took place, culminating with the church building dedication in November, 1999.   

 

  

E.  Who we are?  
Lakeside Lutheran Church is made up of full and part time residents, vacationers, visitors & guests.  Consequentially, congregation  

members are members & associate members.    

  

Most folks come to Lake Gaston to be near our beautiful lake, which is beautiful to see and wonderful to enjoy.  Fishermen (women 

& children too) love the stocked lake; water sportsters enjoy the water; sightseers and boaters enjoy nature and the ever changing 

views.  Some communities have pools, lakeside, no less & some have golf courses!  

  

While affiliated with The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, members frequently come from other traditions, making our 

congregation a rich mixture.  While many members are retired and relocated here to enjoy the area, many also are employed and 

some are even native to the area.    

  

The retirees find that they not only enjoy various forms of recreation (fishing, hunting, boating, golfing, gardening) they also work 

almost as much as they once did for employment. Only now they work to enrich others with their volunteer and civic endeavors, 

frequently employing their unique backgrounds.    

  

COMMUNITY GROUPS:  

Lake Gaston Chamber of Commerce on 903 will proudly supply a very long list among which are:  



Lake Gaston Association,  The Ladies Club of Lake Gaston, The Computer Club (Littleton, NC), KIPP Charter School in (Gaston, 

NC), John 3:16 (Littleton, NC), Hannah’s   Local chapters of AARP, Lions Club plus many others.  

  

  

    


