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Welcome to all who have come to worship today! Let us 

praise the Lord together by singing joyously, praying fervently, 

listening attentively to God’s Word, and reaching out a friendly 

hand to one another. We share an open communion, all who 

come are welcome to share the Communion Table of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. Blessings to all!  

Prayer for Worshipers: With thanksgiving we come to 

worship you this day, O Lord. You have blessed us with gifts of 

grace and goodness beyond our need and our deserving. Cause 

us always to recognize the source of our blessings and support, 

and to be ever grateful to the Giver. Hear our praises and 

prayers this day and speak to us through your Word that is 

interpreted by your Spirit. Send us from this time together with 

new joy and with the strength needed to serve you faithfully. In 

Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.  

Our worship:  Our setting is a community gathered around 

Word and Sacrament; communion with God and with each 

other. In our scripture reading, our musical offerings and at the 

table, God is in this place. We invite you to experience and give 

praise to our Creator God as you join in worship.  

Participating in Today’s Worship: Director of 

Music: Janice Thompson; Assistant Director of Music: Diane 

Colin; Sound/slides: John Colin/Charles Gearhart/Lynn 

Pritchard; Video:  Joel Everhart; Lector: TBD; Ushers: Ed & 

Leeann Sever 
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THEME OF THE DAY: 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us 

is the image of friendship. We are called to serve others as 

Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of 

servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the 

essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the 

joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ 

invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to 

die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 

community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

 

 

WELCOME: 

 

PRELUDE:   

 

 

GATHERING: 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
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GATHERING SONG:  Give Me Jesus  ELW 770 

 

In the morning when I rise, 

in the morning when I rise, 

in the morning when I rise, 

give me Jesus. 

 

Give me Jesus, 

  give me Jesus. 

  You may have all the rest, 

  give me Jesus. 

 

Just about the break of day, 

just about the break of day, 

just about the break of day, 

give me Jesus.   

   

Give me Jesus, 

  give me Jesus. 

  You may have all the rest, 

  give me Jesus. 

 

And when I want to sing, 

and when I want to sing, 

and when I want to sing, 

give me Jesus.   

   

Give me Jesus, 

  give me Jesus. 

  You may have all the rest, 

  give me Jesus. 
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GREETING:       

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13) 

C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  The word is near you, 

C:  on your lips and in your heart. 

 

P:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 

C: and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the 

dead, you will be saved. 

 

P:  Faith comes from what is heard, 

C: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE:  Lord Be Glorified  ELW 744 

1     In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 

       in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

2 In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 

 in our song, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 

 in your church, Lord, be glorified today. 

 

4 In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 

 In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY:  

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Let us pray. 

C: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys 

beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for 

you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.   

 

WORD: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and 

song. 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 10:44-48 

L: A reading from Acts. 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 

who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come 

with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 

been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them 

speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can 

anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 

received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them 

to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 

him to stay for several days. 

  

L: The Word of the Lord  

C: Thanks be to God 
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PSALM: Psalm 98 

 

L:  1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous 

things, whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

C:  2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the 

nations. 

 

L:  3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the 

house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of 

our God. 

C:  4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

   

L:  5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

C:  6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 

L:  7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

the world and those who dwell therein. 

C:  8Let the rivers lap their hands, 

and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who 

comes to judge the earth. 

  

L:  9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

and the peoples with equity. 
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SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 

A reading from 1 John.  

 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born 

of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By 

this we know that we love the children of God, when we love 

God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, 

that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are 

not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the 

world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 
5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, 

not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And 

the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

L:  The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL SONG:  God Is Love  ACS 1041 

 

God is love. God is love; 

 let us love one another as God first loved us. 

 God is love. God is love. 

 God is love. 

 

God is love. God is love; 

 let us love one another as God first loved us. 

 God is love. God is love. 

 God is love. 
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GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 

C:  Glory to you O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 

abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things 

to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 

have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down 

one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what 

I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because 

the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have 

called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 

choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON:    Pastor Sherrie Hofmann  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Bind Us Together  WOV 748 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together with cords 

That cannot be broken 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together with love 

There is only one God 

There is only one King 

There is only one body 

That is why we can sing 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together with cords 

That cannot be broken 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together with love 

Made for the glory of God 

Purchased by His precious Son 

Born with the right to be clean 

For Jesus the vict’ry has won 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together with cords 

That cannot be broken 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together with love 
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You are the fam’ly of God 

You are the promise divine 

You are God's chosen desire 

You are the glorious new wine 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together with cords 

That cannot be broken 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together with love 

  

RESPONSE TO THE WORD: 

P:  In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of 

your salvation. 

C:  We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the 

promised Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 

P:  Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

P:  Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

C:  pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 1:20) 

 

P:  Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

C:  look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Jude 1:21) 

 

P:  If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

C:  Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has 

become new!  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

P:  God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 

Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 
Silence for reflection and self examination. 

P:  Gracious God, 

C:  have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone. 

Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you 

in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

P:  Almighty God have mercy on you, 

forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, 
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and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C:  Amen 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

 

P:  Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. 

Strengthen the bonds among all Christian churches. Today we 

pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and 

witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the 

church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the 

hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their 

song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and 

soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O 

God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons 

but with undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the 

nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples 

of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. 

Be present with those who are sick or suffering: 

 

Nancy Bateman 

Ilissa Beavers 

Anne White Bishop 

Bruce Bredland 
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Adele Bryant 

Keith & Carol Carlson 

Diane Colin 

Georgie Lee Copeland 

Sara Chylack 

Cecil Davis 

Joyce Eearing 

Charles Evans 

Geneva Fitts 

Betsy Freeman 

Mark Freeze 

Elizabeth Groeger 

Karl Groeger 

Douglass Gross 

Bernard Harris 

Mercy Blanco Huggler 

Linda Huntington 

Carolyn Johnson 

Dale Kittell 

Rick Lemker 

Christopher  

Jane Maske 

Valorie McArthur 

Jane Miller 

Andrew Noland 

Sybil Pipho 

Claire Rooks 

Terry Rutan 

Crystal Saner 

Charlene Schindehette 

Mary Spence 

Tammi Sutton 

Paulette Thomas 

Aimee Turner 

Chip & Jan Young & 

Michelle 

Susan Zimmerman  

 

 

P:  Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point 

us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own 

communities. Be with the dying. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort 

us. Bless mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort 

those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who 

grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have 

never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 
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C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  We commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men 

and women of our armed forces especially those related to our 

church family.   

Terry  

Andy  

Lt. Col. John D.  

Captain Amanda  

Mollie 

 KC  

Remington  

Austin 

 Parker 

 Heather 

 Major Mark 

 Nicholas

P:  Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; 

strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them 

courage to face the perils that surround them; and grant them a 

sense of your abiding presence. 

 Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence 

forever. We remember with thanksgiving those who shared 

your love throughout their lives. Keep us united with them in 

your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to 

you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
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PEACE: 

P:  Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage 

one another, agree with one another, live in peace. 

(2 Corinthians 13:11) 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING:  

 

Thank you for sharing the gifts that God has given you to 

continue God’s ministry in our church, community and the 

world. 

 

Options for submitting your offering or building fund donation: 

•Mail your check to Lakeside Lutheran Church, 2427 Eaton 

Ferry Road, Littleton NC 27850. 

•Use your bank’s web bill pay to send a check directly and with 

no fees to Lakeside Lutheran at the above address. 

•Drop your offering envelope in the no-contact collection 

basket in the Narthex as you exit Worship. 
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OFFERING SONG:  Behold What Manner of Love  

TFF 218 

 

Behold what manner of love 

The Father has given unto us 

Behold what manner of love 

The Father has given unto us 

That we should be called 

The children of God 

That we should be called 

The children of God 

Behold what manner of love 

The Father has given unto us 

Behold what manner of love 

The Father has given unto us 

That we should be called 

The children of God 

That we should be called 

The children of God 

 

OFFERING PRAYER: 

P:  Let us pray. 

Gracious God, in the abundance of your steadfast love, You call 

us from death to life, from silence to speech, from idleness to 

action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to you, and with the 

Church through all the ages we give thanks for Your saving 

love in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

SENDING: 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING: 

P:  The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  Shalom to You               CCLI 

 

Shalom to you now 

Shalom my friends 

May God's full mercies bless you my friends 

In all your living and through your loving 

Christ be your shalom 

Christ be your shalom 

Shalom to you now 

Shalom my friends 

May God's full mercies bless you my friends 

In all your living and through your loving 

Christ be your shalom 

Christ be your shalom 

 

DISMISSAL: 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Message: 
Eternal, Unconditional, and Unchanging 

To abide is to put down roots: to dwell in the same location and 

with the same people for the long term. Unlike in Jesus’ time, 

today few of us live in the same place in which we were born. 

Families are routinely scattered across the country and around 

the world. Yet Jesus invites us, “Abide in my love” (John 15:9). 

While so much else in our lives seems impermanent, Jesus’ 

love is eternal, unconditional, and unchanging. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus is on his way to the cross. Pressed for 

time and filled with urgency, he can convey only the most 

important message. Of all the subjects he has explored during 

his ministry, he chooses to emphasize that which matters most: 

his own love. Jesus knows that love is eternal, that it transcends 

death and the grave. He knows that love is essential, that it must 

be at the core of our being. He knows that love is the 

embodiment of all his teachings, healings, and ministry. 

Jesus knows that Judas has already betrayed him. He knows 

that shortly, Peter will deny him. In preaching love, he shows 

us that the sort of love he has for each of us is stronger than our 

own very human shortcomings—and that his love for us, and 

for his disciples, is forever. As followers of Jesus, we are 

charged with loving one another with the unconditional, eternal 

love that he has for us. In a world of change, such a 

responsibility is challenging, yet living out that challenge is 

what gives our lives purpose. 

The secret to love is that it puts others first. Love is the only 

emotion that can defeat our instinctive self-centeredness. In 
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charging us to love one another, Jesus issues an invitation to be 

awake and aware, to see others as beloved children of God, and 

to reflect divine love back onto everyone we encounter. In this 

way, Jesus lives in each of us. 

 

 

Announcements: 
 

While Lakeside Lutheran Church is now meeting in person for 

both the Contemporary (8 a.m.) and Traditional (9:30 a.m.) 

services, we continue to livestream our services on YouTube 

for your convenience. Be sure to subscribe on YouTube at: 

Lakeside Lutheran Church ELCA - YouTube 

 
May 15, 2021, Rise Against Hunger starting at 10 a.m. (9 a.m. 

if you want to help unload the truck) at the Lake Gaston Lion’s 

Club. Fifty volunteers are needed to help assemble 20,000 

meals to help people in desperate need. This event is to honor 

the memory of PDG Mark Bateman’s grandson, Collin 

Bateman. 

 

 

Sunday Mornings at 11:00 am – Christian Education:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89738865427 

Password for entry:  238527 

 

Daily Faith Practices Bible Study at 9 a.m. each Wednesday, 

Join Zoom Meeting  # 84581372630;  Passcode: 089118 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdQVUjZf0QVwegBs7Dod5Og
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89738865427
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Any information that is to be posted in the Bulletin must be 

received in the Church Office no later than 4:00 pm on the 

Tuesday before. 

 

Learn more about our church by visiting us at 

www.lakesidelutheran.com, and don’t forget to like us on 

Facebook. 

 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, 

hymnwriter, died 1760 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to 

live on Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide 

Moravian missions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf 

participated in these missions, and is also remembered for 

writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 

 

Matthias, Apostle 

Friday, May 14, 2021 

Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' 

resurrection, as a replacement for the dead Judas Iscariot. He 

had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's 

ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24, Matthias's 

celebration is moved to May 14 in agreement with most 

Western calendars. 

 

 

 

http://www.lakesidelutheran.com/
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