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Nursery Open 
Temporally Closed 

 

Sunday Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

 
Sunday School Children-Youth  

Temporarily Closed 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Temporarily Closed 

 

Fellowship Hour 
Temporarily Closed 

 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 

8 AM to 1 PM 
Closed Fridays 

 

 

Grace UM Church Staff: 
 

Rev. Mike Kelly, Pastor 
 

Anna Illig,  
Administrative Assistant 

 
Evelyn Einfeldt, 

 Financial Secretary 
 

Terry Oakden, Custodian 
 

Jean Tedrick, 
Organist 

 
Kathy Scudder,  

Treasurer 
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October 2020  Rev. Mike Kelly, Pastor               
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Good Morning  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Last night’s spectacle truly proved that I have never seen a time where we need Jesus more 
than now. I have heard the debate described at two children on a playground fighting, but I see 
it as much more than that. Two people that should be setting an example for our country, in my 
opinion woefully failed. And I am not speaking politically, I am speaking of respect and 
kindness.  
 
Our Bible is filled with Scripture about kindness: 
 
Luke 6:35 35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, 
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil. 
 
Proverbs 31:26 26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on 
her tongue. 
 
Romans 12:1010 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. 
  
These are just a few, friends, I urge you all to take heart, keep your own debates respectful as 
God would require. I am woefully concerned about division, within our church, communities and 
country. I plead that we all come together accepting the Word, living by the Word, spreading 
love and unity. 
 
Pastor Mike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   open hearts 

open minds 

   open doors 



 

COMMITTEE NEWS 
 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
This year, Grace Church’s Charge 
Conference will take place here at the church 
on Monday, October 26, 7:00 PM until 8:30 
PM.  All are welcome & encouraged to attend 
this important meeting of the church. 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
2020 Annual Reports are due to the office no 
later than Monday, October 12.  All 
committee chairs are asked to put together a 
year-to-date report on their committee's 
accomplishments.   
 
 

FINANCE REPORT – August 2020 
                           August     
Operations Income:         13,083   
Operations Expense:         12,811   
Net Gain / (Loss)              272   

 
 
 

PAY PAL 
The church is set up to accept secure 
donations through Pay Pal.  You can access 
Pay Pal by going to the church's website 
(gumccorning.org).  Please be aware that 
when using Pay Pal, 2.9% of the donation 
and $.30 per transaction is taken from the 
contribution. 

 
 

MEN'S GROUP 
The Men's Group will meet on Monday,  
 October 5, at 6:00 PM in the lounge.  All men  
of the church are invited to participate in the  
monthly meetings. There is always good food 
to share while they celebrate birthdays!  
Come and check it out! 
 

 
 
 
 

     

 

 
 
 
 
November 5th Meeting - A Call to Prayer 
and Self-Denial Service for 2019 

 
 

October Fest Drive Thru Pick Up Meal 
Saturday October 3, 4 PM until gone 

Emanuel Lutheran Church 
149 W. William St. Corning 

Please stay in your car and wear a mask. 
All NYS, federal and CDC guidelines 

for a safe event will be in place. 

 
 
 

UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN 

 
There is no meeting in October. 

 
In [the] Beginning, There Is Light 

 
Scripture: Genesis 1:1-5 NRSV 

 In the beginning when God created 
the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the 
face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters.  Then 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 
light.  And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the 
darkness.  God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night.  And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first 

day. 
 

Questions to ponder: 
 What one word from the scripture 

captures your attention? 
 For what part of creation are you 

most grateful? 
 How can we care for God’s creation? 
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It is no wonder that when the Apollo 8 
crew sent a Christmas message to earth in 
1968, they read these verses from Genesis. 
Caught up in the wonder of their first lunar  

sunrise, astronauts James A. Lovell 
Jr., Frank Borman and William A. Anders 
found that these were the words that most 
powerfully communicated their awe and 
gladness, their joy and deep, holy hope. 

 
 Hebrew Bible scholars point out that 

the Hebrew words translate to “in beginning” 
rather than the phrase most of us are used 
to, “in the beginning.”  The difference is a 

focus on a process, the on 
goingness of creation and God’s creating, 
rather than one particular moment in time. 

 
 Womanist theologian and Hebrew 

Bible scholar Wilda Gafney writes that  
“A beginning” invites us into “multiple 

contextual ways of hearing, imagining and 
retelling” stories about this “spiraling 

creation.”  This is not an event to be referred 
to in the past tense.  It is a wonder that is 

happening here and now. 
 

 Gafney also points out that the 
reference to God’s Spirit in this and many 
other biblical texts is decidedly feminine.  
And so Gafney writes, “She, the Spirit of 

God, She-who- is-also-God, at the dawn of 
creation fluttered over the nest of her 

creation . . .” 
Wilda C.  Gafney, Womanist Midrash: A 

Reintroduction to the Women of the Torah 
and the Throne 

 
 This is the same image used by 

James Weldon Johnson, African-American 
poet, novelist, editor and, in 1920, national 
organizer for the National Association for 

the Advancement of Colored People.  In his 
poem “The Creation,” Johnson imagines 
God as a black mama bending over her 

creation, becoming utterly delighted with all 
she sees: “Then God smiled . . . And God 

said: That’s good!” 

     

 
James Weldon Johnson, God’s  

Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in Verse 
 

Closing Litany 
 

We are not alone, we live in God’s world, 
We believe in God: who has created and is 

creating, 
who has come in Jesus, the Word made 

flesh, 
 who works in us and others by the 

 Spirit. 
 

We trust in God. 
 We are called to be the church: 

to celebrate God’s presence, 
to live with respect in creation, 
 to love and serve others, 
to seek justice and resist evil, 

 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and 
 risen, our judge and our hope. 

In life, and in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. 

            We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
The UNY Conference UMW will meet 
virtually on Saturday, October 17 from 
9:30 to 11:30 AM.  Sandra Soroka from the 
Utica Neighborhood Center will be the 
keynote speaker. For access to the meeting, 
visit the Conference UMW website: 
www.uppernyumw.org. 
  

On November 3 during worship we will remember 
our loved ones who have gone to "rest in the Lord".  
We will name each of the persons from this 
congregation who have died in the past year.  If you 
have any loved ones who have passed away since 
November 1, 2018 and would like them included in 
this service, please call the church office (936-
6145) or email (gracemethodist@stny.rr.com).  We 
will need their full name and the day they passed 
away. 
 



 
 
 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
  1 - Gloria Hakes 
       Taylor LeBaron 
  2 - Helen Mattison 
       Hope Johnson 
  8 - George Bunnell, Jr. 
13 - Allison Hostrander 
16 - Marvin Lee 
18 - Adam Mattison 
19 - Tanya Loomis 
       Emily Smith 
20 - Karl Mortimer 
       Ashley Dilts Wales 
24 - Pam Goforth 
       Betty Lou Taynton 
27 - Barbara Coles 
28 - Kathleen Stever 
       Jonathan Wood  

29 - Darcy Sutton 
30 - Cynthia Bronson 
 

 
THANK YOU 
 
Jacob H. sent a thank you for the target gift 
card he received for graduation. He looks 
forward to using it on items needed for 
college. He wanted to thank everyone for 
thinking of him. 
 
Bryce K. would also like to thank the church  
for their generosity after a crazy end to his 
senior year. The gift card was very 
appreciated.  
 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 Want to attend Sunday worship, but don't  
have the transportation? Grace Church's 
Membership Care Committee offers a 
transportation service. Contact the church by 
Thursday morning and we will arrange to 
have Vet Taxi service pick you up and take 
you back home.  Contact the church office 
(936-6145) for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OUR CHURCH SCHOOLERS 
14 - Ryan Hesch 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
  4 - David & Cathy Patterson 
  6 - Brian & Kathy Scudder 
  9 - Floyd & Marilyn Marley 
       Tyler & Ashley Dilts Wales 
12 - John & Patty O'Connell 
19 - Doug & Pam Bronson 
 
 

FAITH IN ACTION 
 

 
LIVING FAITH ENDOWMENT FUND 

 
The Living Faith Endowment Fund offers an 
important alternative form of giving to Grace 

United Methodist Church.  Money given to that 
fund is invested and the interest, when favorable, 
makes a significant contribution to the church.  As 
such, it is a fund that works for us and keeps on 

giving. A gift in memory or in honor of a loved one 
is a gift that will continue to give and support the 

mission and ministry of Grace Church 
 
 
 

IN THE HOSPITAL? 
                             Due to the HIPAA privacy 
                             rules, the church doesn't 
                             always receive notification 
                             from the local hospitals 
                             when someone is 
                             admitted.  Please call the 
church office, or have a family member call, 
if you are in the hospital and would like to 
receive a visit.  Also, if you are at home 
recuperating and would like a visit, just give 
the office a call (936-6145).  

 
 



 
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 2020 
Please note that there are many dates open for Greeters, Nursery, flowers & bulletins. 

Let the church office know if you would like to help out in any of these areas. 

 
 

Date Greeters - 3 Flowers 
10/4 1.  

2.  

3.  

 
 

Mattison Family 

10/11 1. Pat E 

2.  

3.  

 
 

10/18 
 

1. Pat E 

2.  

3.  

 
 

 

10/25 1. Pat E 

2.  

3. 

 
 

   

 

 

 

Above is a list of those who have volunteered their time on Sunday mornings and  
who have donated the weekly bulletins and altar flowers. 

If there is a date open and you would like to help out, let the church office know. 
 

Thank you to all who volunteer their time for these ministries and to those who donate flowers or bulletins.   
Your time and help is very much appreciated! 

  



October 2020 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   

 

 

ABBREVIATIONS 

    K = Kitchen 

    L = Lounge 

    S = Sanctuary 

 BC = Bethany Chapel 

 DR = Dining Room 

 RH = Reed Hall 

  1 

 

2 

 

Annual Conference  

3 

 

Annual Conference  

 

4  World Communion 

Sunday  

  10:00 Worship 

 

5 

 

  6:00 Men’s Group, L 

 

6 

 

7 

 

  6:00 Boy Scouts,  

          DR/L/2nd Floor 

8 

 
 

 

9 

 

 

10 

 

 

11  

 

  10:00 Worship, 

 

12   Office Closed 

          Holiday   

 

5:30 Trustees meeting 

13 

 

12:00 Finance 

Meeting 

 

14 

 

   

  6:00 Boy Scouts,  

          DR/RH 

15 

 
 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

 

18  Can & Quarter 

 

10:00 Worship 

 

19 

      6:30 Boy Scout 

           Leaders, 201 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

20 

 

21 

 

  6:30 Boy Scouts,  

          DR/RH 

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

  

 

24 

 

 

 

 

25  Bible Sunday?  

 

  10:00 Worship, S 

 

26 

 

4:30- Finance Meeting 

7-8:30 Charge 

Conference  

 

27 

 

 

28 

  6:30 Boy Scouts,  

          DR/RH 

   

 

29 

 

 

30 31 

 
 


