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Fellowship Hour 
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Closed Fridays 
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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK 

 
One of my favorite scriptures is Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 which begins, “For everything there is a 

season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”  It goes on to recount many of the “seasons” 
we go through in life.  I am one who tends to live by “seasons”, always looking ahead to the things 
I see approaching on the horizon, or things I know are waiting just around the bend. Usually, I am 
eagerly anticipating the good things, although I do recognize that there are bad seasons as well.   
  

Springtime is one of those seasons that stands out to me. The transition from cold, snow and 
dreary to birds, flowers and the explosion of green is a stark one.  It’s a season that bursts forth 
with beauty, promise and anticipation.   
  

There are additional things that the month of May, 2022 will be bringing to my family. Shania 
will be graduating from Corning Community College and deciding on a four-year school to 
continue her education … one season ending and another beginning.  And at the end of the month 
our youngest son Brian and his fiancée Lauren will be getting married, starting a new season in 
their lives. 
 As most of you know, I am in countdown mode, looking ahead to retiring from my drug 
store job at the end of June. This process has involved many choices and decisions along the 
way, and as time draws closer, things I have to deal with are coming fast and furious … such 
things as choosing a Medicare Part B plan, finding insurance for Betsy until she’s Medicare 
eligible, etc.  There’s much to do between now and June 30, but when that day comes it will bring 
a season that I have long looked forward to. 
  

When I accepted the appointment at Grace and South Corning UMC’s last July 1, I knew 
that there would be many things that I would be unable to do given my full-time job at the drug 
store.  It was a concern that I voiced when I met with both SPRC’s as I went through the interview 
process, but it was a reality that we all thought would be something we could work through.  I 
would love to be able to do some sort of regular communication … a devotional, a podcast or 
some sort of regular inspirational piece, but there just aren’t enough hours in the day right now.  I 
appreciate the grace that both churches have given me, and I look forward to the new season of 
ministry when I will be able to do these things, communicate more regularly with and visit shut-
ins, be at the church more and be a visible presence in the community.  What a season that will 
be! 
  
 In Christ’s Service,  
 
Pastor Kevin  

   open hearts 

open minds 

   open doors 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
May 3, 2022 
10:00 AM in the Lounge 
 
Because of the high transmission rate of 
COVID-19 variants at the present time, we 
will not be having the usual Daughters’ 
Dinner this year.  We will, however, be 
having a regular Circle meeting. 
 
2022 Theme 
Healing and Joy 
On our Journey to God 
 
PROGRAM:  This month we are combining 
2 programs with similar themes: 
Reaching for the Garments of Healing and 
Woman, You Are Set Free from your 
Ailment 
 
Scripture:   
Mark 5:25-34 – The woman who touched 
Jesus’ cloak 
Luke 13:10-21 – Healing on the Sabbath 
 
Reflections on the scriptures: 
From Mark:  “She had endured much under 
many physicians.” 
 As grateful as we are for the gifts of 
modern medicine, many of us today might 
echo this description of the woman who 
knew the truth of Jesus’ power.  Too many 
of us have endured too many diagnoses, 
too many painful experiences, too much 
suffering left unheard or unaddressed.  In 
the United States and around the world, the 
pain of women is often ignored—women 
wait longer in the emergency room, are 
prescribed medication for pain less quickly, 
and are often diagnosed more slowly and 
less accurately than men. (1) 
These failures of the system to care for 
women’s distress are magnified for women 
marginalized in other ways such as being 
disabled, LGBTQIA+, higher weight, poor, 
or women of color. 
 
For Black women in particular, the health 
system’s denial of humanity has dire 

consequences—higher rates of death, 
maternal death, and infant death are all 
tragedies visited upon Black communities by 
a system that resists addressing its inherent 
inequalities. (2) 
 
Black women are three times more likely to 
die in childbirth than white women in the 
United States, due to a system that will not 
take their pain seriously, as public figures 
from Serena Williams to Dr. Tressie 
McMillan Cottom have attested. (3) 
 
This unnamed woman shares with us today 
the struggles in her body, made more 
painful by struggles with those who are 
supposed to ease her pain. 
 
But she does not give upon herself.  She 
seeks after healing, knowing that no matter 
what those around her say, she is deserving 
of health and wholeness, and someone to 
take her pain seriously.  She does not wait 
or ask but takes what she needs touching 
the garment of the one who she knows to be 
the savior of people and healer of pain.  And 
Jesus honors this self-advocacy, sensing 
her faith and admiring her action. 
 
 (1) (theatlantic.com/health/archive/2015/10/ 
emergency-room-wait-times-sexism/ 
410515) 
 
(2)  
(glamour.com/story/balck-women-whove-
died-in-childbirth-wont-be-forgotten) 
  
(3) 
(cnn.com/2018/02/20/opinions/protect-
mother-pregnancy-williams-
opinion/index.html;  
tressiemc.com/writing; 
cdc.gov/healthequity/features/maternal-
mortality/index.html 
 
The ultimate solutions to these devastating 
and unjust inequities are systemic and 
communal—as the poet Gwendolyn Brooks 
writes, “we are each other’s business,” and 
the call of Christ is always towards shifting 
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communal practices and policies so that 
better outcomes are available for everyone, 
not just us.  But learning to self-advocate 
can be a powerful spiritual practice of 
knowing our own worth and beginning to 
connect with and trust the Holy Spirit’s 
movement inside of us.  It gives us some 
way to act in disempowering situations.  It 
also helps us to practice challenging 
injustice or harm in the moment, so that we 
might be more prepared to do so throughout 
our lives.  In learning to love ourselves and 
demand what we need, we learn to better 
love our neighbor.  For as Jesus taught us, 
we will ultimately “love our neighbor as we 
love ourselves.” 
 
Is there any area of your life where you 
have endured much, and things have not 
gotten better but worse?  Is there anything 
of importance about which you have not 
been listened to?  Begin your prayer to tell 
the truth about it, and demand exactly what 
you need.  When you have discerned this 
within your spirit, ask for that need from the 
person who can give it to you.  If they do not 
hear you, ask for the person who can give it 
to them.  Ask your community to support 
you in your demands for justice.  Ask and 
ask again until your circumstances change, 
or until you discern with the Spirit that what 
has happened is something you want to let 
go of.  See how reaching for garments of 
healing might change your relationship to 
Jesus and to others.  See how it might 
change your life. 
 
From Luke:  In this story we are told of four 
miracles, each one teaching us something 
about who Jesus is and what it means to be 
a part of the Kingdom of God.  But we 
usually only recognize one—the liberating of 
the woman who has been beset by spirits 
for decades, through healing. 
 
It is certainly the most striking of the 
miracles, and in some ways the most 
disturbing.  Disabled Christians have often 
challenged common interpretations of 
Jesus’ healing miracles throughout the New 

Testament, in which some readers have 
celebrated the erasing of real bodies, 
experiences, and conditions people live full 
and vibrant lives in everyday. 
 
Disability theology offers a number of 
alternative ways to receive these acts.  One 
possibility is that Jesus may have known the 
heart desires of these particular individuals 
and been responding to them, but would not 
respond to all people with the same 
experiences the same way.  Another is that 
Jesus is providing temporary ease of the 
poverty and shunning that would have 
accompanied illness in his society, in the 
same way he offers temporary, but not total 
respite for his female followers from 
gendered expectations.  In the Kingdom 
when we know true justice it will be society 
that changes, not disabled people.  Another 
draws on meditations on Jesus’ own 
disabled body in his post-resurrection scars, 
which speak of Jesus joining us in the ways 
our bodies give us pleasure, the ways our 
bodies hold our pain, and the ways our 
culture can reject our bodies or make 
freedom inaccessible even when they are 
beloved, good, and worthy.  These and 
many more creative interpretations help us 
find new liberative possibilities in the Gospel 
we thought we knew. 
 
The three unsung miracles of the passage 
may help to shed light on some of these 
acts, and also offer us ways forward in our 
spirituality and practice that are richer, more 
imaginative, and more inclusive for all.  
There is the miracle of Jesus rejecting small 
ways of thinking about Sabbath, and 
embracing the reality that loving rest and 
loving life means life does not have to be 
labor. Feeding and healing one another are 
acts of care that make the Sabbath Holy, 
not broken. 
 
Then there are the natural miracles of his 
metaphors—the mustard seed that grows 
from tiny bead to life-promoting tree, able to 
sustain families of birds as well as its own 
flowering, and the yeast which is kneaded 
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into dough, just a sprinkle here or there 
growing into miraculous pockets of air and 
deliciousness that can never again be 
separated from the whole of the baked 
bread. 
 
All these invite us, if we are to be Kingdom 
citizens, to expand our imagination about 
what is possible, what is valuable, and what 
one small thing can do.  Jesus releases us 
from whatever bondage the assumptions of 
our broader society has laid on us, and 
invites us to let our imaginations run wild, 
investing in small acts of planting, care, 
healing, and baking for one another that one 
day God might turn into mighty trees, bread, 
and realities beyond our planning or 
understanding. 
Consider the last time you planted, or 
baked, or cared for someone who was 
hurting.  These were acts of enormous 
spiritual power, acts of Jesus power, acts of 
Kingdom living—but did you take the time 
and have the imagination to see them that 
way, at the time?  Disability theology shows 
us a way forward to see that power of 
centering care and imagination in our 
practice of the Gospel. 
 
 
United Methodist Women is an organization 
that has changed so many lives including 

our own.  But it started as eight imperfect 
women in a church in Boston 153 years 
ago, moved by stories they were hearing of 
women’s health needs halfway across the 
world and taking the small steps in front of 
them they could to help.  They could not 
have known that they would sow  
an 800,000-person, centuries-deep 
organization, connecting women to one 
another, their spiritual lives, acting for 
justice, and learning from their mistakes for 
generations beyond their own immediate 
concerns. 
 
But perhaps they had cultivated their 
spiritual imaginations enough to know that 
yeast is never just yeast, a seed never stays 
just a seed, and if we keep on planting 
faithfully God can do big things with our 
halting efforts. What are you planting today 
in your spiritual imagination?  What acts of 
care and change are you committing to, 
even if you may never see the land they 
promise?  How can you knead some yeast 
into the dough we are leaving the next 
generations, to bring to life the bread of 
communion with one another, communion 
with Christ, and communion with wholeness 
in justice and mercy that we all hope to one 
day share? 
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PAY PAL 
The church is set up to accept secure donations through Pay Pal.  You can access Pay Pal by 
going to the church's website (gumccorning.org).  Please be aware that when using Pay Pal, 
2.9% of the donation and $.30 per transaction is taken from the contribution. 

 
 

IN THE HOSPITAL? 
Due to the HIPAA privacy rules, the church doesn't always receive notification from the local 
hospitals when someone is admitted.  Please call the church office, or have a family member 
call, if you are in the hospital and would like to receive a visit.  Also, if you are at home 
recuperating and would like a visit, just give the office a call (936-6145).  

 
LIVING FAITH ENDOWMENT FUND  

The Living Faith Endowment Fund offers an important alternative form of giving to Grace United 
Methodist Church.  Money given to that fund is invested and the interest, when favorable, 
makes a significant contribution to the church.  As such, it is a fund that works for us and keeps 
on giving. A gift in memory or in honor of a loved one is a gift that will continue to give and 
support the mission and ministry of Grace Church. Those who gave for the month of April: Mrs. 
Geraldine Bruielly in memory of William and Richard Bruielly: Mrs. Carol Walrath in memory of  
Reed J. Walrath:  Nancy Wood in memory of Beverly Green Kneale: Pat Edger in honor of- 
Staff of Grace Church- Pastor Kevin Austin, Anna Illig- Secretary, Rusty Dye Head Usher, Jean  
Tedrick Organist, Terry Oakden  Custodian, Betsy Austin, Gail McIntyre and Dan Towns, She 
also gave in memory of Richard Kies, Beu Kies, Tina Walker. Maureen Tetor gave a lily in 
honor of Harry, Jule and Greg Tetor 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
Want to attend Sunday worship, but don't have the transportation?  Grace Church's 
Membership Care Committee offers a transportation service.  Contact the church by Thursday 
morning and we will arrange to have Vet Taxi service pick you up and take you back home.  
Contact the church office (936-6145) for more information.

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
 

The church newsletter isn't just for committee news - it's for news about you!!  If you would like 
to share information with the rest of the Grace Church family - be it a special birthday, 
anniversary, a promotion or retirement, a birth or a wedding, a homerun or being in the school 
play - let Anna in the church office know. Deadlines for articles is the Monday before the last 
Sunday of the month. We want to share in your joy!! 

 
MEN'S GROUP 

 
The Men's Group will meet on Monday, May 2, at 6:00 PM in the dining room. All men  of the 
church are invited to participate in the  monthly meetings. There is always good food to share 
while they celebrate birthdays!  Come and check it out! 
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Toiletry Gift Bags Collection 
 
The Grace United Methodist Church is collecting donations for Toiletry Gift Bags to help 
pregnant young women at the Pregnancy Resource Center in Corning 
 
We are collecting following items.  
Skin Lotion, Body Wash, Shampoo, Tooth Paste, and Sealed Toothbrush in a Bag 
The Donation Box is by the Church Office.  
The collection of donations will be held from Sunday, April 24 to Tuesday, May 31, 2022. 
 
Thank you,  
Grace United Methodist Women  
Social action Committee 
 

Member Testimonial 
Why I attend Grace Church 

  
First, I was fortunate to have been born and raised at Grace United Methodist Church.  I was 
baptized at Grace.  I attended Sunday School there.  As a young adult in 1972, I left Corning to 
pursue a college education. The first post-degree job kept me from returning home but returning 
to Corning and Grace Church was always on my mind.  Finally in 1998, I was able to move 
back to Corning.  I was thrilled to be at Grace. The church services at Grace are complete for 
me.  The ministers almost always have wise messages to impart and the strong musical talent 
at Grace supports and enhances the message. The choir and bell choir are a strong pull for me.  
Thankfully, I can participate in both. It is easy to understand why I attend Grace United 
Methodist Church. It feels like home! 
  
 Nancy BeGell VanEtten 

Upper Room Books 
 
For those interested in copy of the Upper Room Books they are placed on the table in the 
narthex behind the Sanctuary. These books are updated every two months.  
 

The Jewish Center and Federation in Elmira 
 
Is hosting a monthly food festival show casing different Jewish Specialties. A Portion of the 
profits will be donated to the Elmira Community Kitchen and the Food Bank of the Southern 
Tier. They ask that you preorder the following items by calling 607-734-8122 or online at 
http://jcf-01.square.site.  
 
June- Blintzes- $8 order by May 13th for pick up June 12 
July- Boureka- Israeli Pastry -$8 order by June 17 for pick up July 10 
August- Deli Sandwich- $15 order by July 15 for pick up August 14 
September- Kugel $10 order by August 19 for pick up September 11 
October- Knishes- $10 order by September 16th for pick up by October 9th  
November- Rugelach pastry rolled with pecans and chocolate- $10 order by October 14th for 
pick up November 13 
All year- Cookbook: Simply Delicious- $6 
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FINANCE REPORT – March 2022  
 
Operating Income:          $6,960.46 
Operating Expenses:     $11,339.49 
Net Gain /Loss              ($4,379.03) 

 
Online Streaming of Sunday Service 

 
https://meet.jit.si/GraceUMConlineSundayService , if you do not have a computer, you can dial 
in from your phone to 512-647-1431 then enter the pin: 385 090 364#.  You can also find the 
information on our website under the announcement tab. 
 

No Vet Bills, Just Love 
 
Joy for all Companion Pets are designed to bring comfort, love and companionship to your 
older loved ones. The interactive cats and dogs are all about the ease of care and convenience 
that pairs with technology for the best experience. These are provided free of cost but are in 
limited supply. You must be over the age of 60 and priority is given to those living on their own. 
All that the program requires is that you complete a survey when asked. Please call 607-664-
2298 to reserve a companion.  
 

Order a Memorial Brick Now! 
 
Bricks can now be ordered for the Memorial Garden. Paper order forms are available in the 
church office, in the pews, and in the Narthex. There is also an official website to order bricks:  
WWW.BRICKSRUS.COM/DONORSITE/CORNINGGUMC 
 
Additional information is listed on the church's website under Announcements.  Also, if you 
normally receive the newsletter by mail, paper forms to order bricks will be mailed to you. 
 
The Memorial Garden is expected to be completed this spring.  Order your brick so they can be 
installed as soon as the Memorial Garden is completed! 
 
Brick orders are coming in for the Grace Memorial Garden! Thank you! Due to overwhelming 
response, the Memorial Committee has changed the name of the area to "Grace Family Garden."  
In addition to memorial tiles, people may now order tiles to honor current attendees.  Please use 
the same brochure or website to make your orders.  The Grace Family Garden is scheduled to 
be completed in May.  We hope to get a good number of engraved tiles ordered and delivered.  
A dedication ceremony will be planned accordingly. Wouldn't it be wonderful if this could happen 
by Memorial Day! 
Garden theme:  We are ALL God's Family! 
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Calling all members and guests to a special Sunday of worship on May 15! 
 

WELCOME BACK SUNDAY -  May 15, 2022 
 

TO FEATURE SMITH/BETTS TRIO 
 

 We are happy to welcome all members of our congregation to the service on May 15, and 
would like to extend a special invitation to those who have not attended in recent months due to 
Covid or other reasons.  Joining us to provide special music this day will be the Smith/Betts Trio 
who began their singing journey in 1959 at the Christian and Missionary Church on nearby 
West William Street.   
 
Their musical journey has featured appearances with a variety of Evangelists, including Eldred 
“Pop” Carpenter of Carpenter’s Funeral Home in Corning as well as an extended trip to Mexico 
in 1972 where their inspiring music helped lead many souls to Christ.   
 
The Trio - Sherri, Marilyn, Cari, and pianist Sherry, - are looking forward to sharing their musical 
gifts with us on May 15, hoping that through their singing, the Lord will touch the hearts and 
lives of our members.  We know they will make the day a memorable one, and we hope to see 
more of our Grace family and their guests in church this day!  Along with their voices, we look 
forward as well to continued inspiration from Pastor Kevin’s message and the music provided 
by Organist Jean Tedrick.  After worship, remember to join us for a time of fellowship in the 
Dining Room where there are always yummy treats and an opportunity to catch up with 
everyone.   

GlassFest Volunteers Needed for the Gaffer District  
 
Hello to all our wonderful VOLUNTEERS! 
 
I hope this email finds you well and excited for Spring!  We are gearing up for GlassFest 2022 
IN PERSON this Memorial Day Weekend and we could use your help.  All of our volunteers 
over the years for all of our downtown events help with creating exciting fun-filled happenings 
that help our businesses and brighten our community.  We appreciate every one of you and all 
you do for Corning and the Gaffer District! 
 
This year's GlassFest assignments include: 
 
-Working the Information Table on Friday, 5/27, Saturday 5/28, or Sunday, 5/29 for 2.5-hour 
shifts with a Gaffer District staff person.   
-We also are looking for volunteer floaters that walk from vendor to vendor offering artists 
bathroom breaks.  This too is a 2.5-hour shift throughout Saturday or Sunday. 
-We are looking for adults to help with 2.5-hour shifts assisting dog trainers by keeping people 
out of the performance area during the Marvelous Mutts Canine Spectacular show on Saturday 
and       Sunday. 
 
Please reply to this email or call me at 607-937-6292 to review the time slots available. If you 
have friends that might be interested in helping, please share this email.  Again, thank you for 
your consideration in helping with GlassFest 2022!  We appreciate your time and all you do! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ginny Coon 
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GRADUATES 
If you have or know of a GRADUATE from either high school or college, please 
contact the Church Office with their information (name, where graduating from, 
awards, plans after graduation, etc). This information will be included in the July 
newsletter.   Thank you! 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
  3 - Patty O'Connell 
  4 - Hyung Lee 
       Jim Stead 
  5 - Gary Vine 
  8 - Jeff O’Connell 
       Russell Dye 
11 - Helen Fisher 
13 - Jennifer Bempkins Ring 
19 - Tom Petrick 
       Meri Terwilliger 
20 - Irene Church 
21 - Pam Kelly 
22 - Marilyn O’Connell 
24 - Marisa Heininger 
27 - Brett Terwilliger 
28 - Aaron Dickerman 
29 - Lori Kolpien 
        
 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
  3 - Gary & Cynthia Dickerman 
20 - Tim & Lori Kolpien 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
MAY 2022 

 
Please note that there are many areas in need of volunteers, especially Greeters & Nursery. 

Let the church office know if you would like to help out in any of these areas. 
 

 
 

Thank you to all who volunteer their time for these ministries and to those who donate flowers or bulletins.   
Your time and help is very much appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Greeters - 3 Liturgist  
5/1 1.  

2.  

3.  

1. Patty O'Connell 

  

5/8 1.  

2.  

3.  

1. Betty Lou Taynton 

  

5/15 
 

1.  

2.  

3.  

1.  Vida Johnson 

5/22 1.  

2.  

3.  

1. Betsy Austin 

  

5/29 1. 

2. 

3. 

1. David Patterson 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjt-Ib_mMPhAhVSMt8KHRgJDLYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://clipartpng.com/?945,wooden-garden-wheelbarrow-with-flowers-png-clipart&psig=AOvVaw3Whp62P6yAINYEMv3Uo1Un&ust=1554905567414663
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjt-Ib_mMPhAhVSMt8KHRgJDLYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://clipartpng.com/?945,wooden-garden-wheelbarrow-with-flowers-png-clipart&psig=AOvVaw3Whp62P6yAINYEMv3Uo1Un&ust=1554905567414663
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    ABBREVIATIONS 

   K = Kitchen 

   L = Lounge 

   S = Sanctuary 

BC = Bethany Chapel 

DR = Dining Room 

RH = Reed Hall 

 1  

 

 

1    3rd Sunday of 

Easter 

 

10:00 Worship, S 

11:00 Fellowship  

Native American 

Ministries Sunday 

2 Office Closed  

 

  4-8:45 Corning 

Ballroom and Latin 

dance 

6:00 Men's Group, D 

   

3 

 

  10:00 AM Women’s 

Group  

 

4 

  

  6:00 Boy Scouts, RH 

6-7:30 Corning 

Ballroom & Latin 

Dance 

5  National Day of 

Prayer  

 

 

6 May Friendship Day 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

8      Happy  
     Mother's Day 
 

 10:00 Worship, S 

11:00 Fellowship 

  Festival of Christian 

Home 

9 

    4-8:45 Corning 

Ballroom and Latin 

dance 

10 
 

1:00 PM Finance 

Meeting  

3:00 PM Membership 

Cares  

11 

   
  6:00 Boy Scouts, 

DR/RH 

  6-7:30 Corning 

Ballroom & Latin 

Dance 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

      

 

14 

 

 

15 Welcome Back 

Home Sunday  

 

10:00 Worship, S 

11:00 Fellowship 

 

SMITH/BETTS TRIO 

Performance  

16 

 

4-8:45 Corning 

Ballroom and Latin 

dance 

6:30 Boy Scout  

           Leaders, 201 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

17 
 

  

 

18 

 
  6:00 Boy Scouts, 

DR/RH 

   

6-7:30 Corning 

Ballroom & Latin 

Dance 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

22 Heritage Sunday  

 

10:00 Worship, S 

11:00: Fellowship 

________________ 

29 Ascension Sunday  

  

10:00 Worship, S 

11:00 Fellowship  

23 

4-8:45 Corning 

Ballroom and Latin 

dance 

_________________ 

30 Memorial Day  

Office Closed 

 

4-8:45 Corning 

Ballroom and Latin 

dance 

24  Aldersgate Day 
 

_________________ 

   
31 

 

25 Ascension of the 

Lord 

 

 6-7:30 Corning 

Ballroom & Latin 

Dance  

6:00 Boy Scouts 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 
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