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Nursery Open 
 

Sunday Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

 
Sunday School  
Children-Youth  
every Sunday 

10:00 
 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Fellowship Hour 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 
8:00 AM-1:00 PM 
Closed Fridays 

 

Grace UM Church Staff: 
 
 

Rev. Mike Kelly, Pastor 

 
Jean Tedrick, Organist 

 
Anna Illig,  

Administrative Assistant 

 
Evelyn Einfeldt, 

 Financial Secretary 

 
Terry Oakden, Custodian 

 
 

 



May 2021 

 

                        Grace United Methodist Church 

                       
       
May 2021  Michael Kelly, Pastor                 607-936-6145                      gracemethodist@stny.rr.com 

 
 

 
FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK 

 
 
During a recent training that I was conducting with our Superintendent Reverend Dr. Jeff 

McDowell, the subject came up about the upcoming denominational decisions. Friends we are all 

aware of the issues that exist within the denomination revolving around human sexuality. Please 

understand that no decisions have been made and none will be made until the General 

Conference meets beginning on August 29th, 2022. Regardless of this delay, as a church we still 

have our responsibilities. They are clearly listed in the Book of Discipline, but plainly speaking, we 

are to be the church in the community in which we are located. The issues within the denomination 

and even within the world do not change that. We are to follow Jesus’ greatest commandment 

from Matthew 12: 28-33 - 28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one 

another, and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first 

of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 

with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 

no other commandment greater than these.” 32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, 

Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; 33 and ‘to love 

him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s 

neighbor as oneself.’ And then our second is to follow the Great Commission from Matthew 28:18-

20 - 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” And we are to do that for all, 

“BE THE CHURCH.”  

 
May you all be eternally blessed.  
 
 
Pastor Mike 

   open hearts 

open minds 

   open doors 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
There will be no meeting in May. 
 
 
Mountain View District United Methodist 
Women wish to thank all persons who 
contributed toiletries to our mission project 
for Pregnancy Resource Centers.   
 Grace UMC members gave 16 
compete individual bags and three grocery 
bags of extra toiletries. 
 Twenty individual bags were taken to 
the Corning center and 38 were taken to the 
Bath center. 
 
2021 Theme 
Knitted Together  
for God’s Good Work 
 
Bold Steps in Defiance of Injustice 
 
Objective: 
To learn how a multitude of women acted to 
provide for the thriving of children and to 
understand how our actions today can 
provide for the thriving of mothers and 
children through advocacy for access to 
health care and paid family leave. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 Providing God, too often we conform 
to the hectic pace of everyday life.  Draw us 
now into the Spirit’s circle, where we can rest 
in your peace and hear your Word.  Quiet our 
hearts and prepare us for the role you have 
given us as your daughters, women working 
for and with women in the world, that all may 
know abundant life.  In Christ’s name we 
pray.  Amen. 
 
Scripture:  Exodus 1:15-22, 2:5-10 
 
A Multitude of Women 
 The story of baby Moses is often told 
in children’s ministry sermons or Sunday 
school lessons.  It captures children’s 
imaginations to think of a baby in a tiny canoe 
set among the bulrushes. Read through the 
scripture as an adult, however, and you soon 
realize that there are several women who 

play critical roles in this story.  God works 
through the saving actions of ordinary 
women who are determined to act on their 
compassion. 
 Pharaoh has commanded the Hebrew 
midwives to kill newborn boys, but the 
midwives found a way to avoid his command.  
In spite of Pharaoh’s efforts to control the 
population of the Hebrews, the midwives 
allow the male babies to live.  Pharaoh 
resorts to commanding that infant males be 
“cast” into the Nile.  The mother of Moses 
subverts Pharaoh’s intent by setting Moses 
into a basket and casting that upon the Nile, 
opening new possibilities.  The baby’s sister 
is watching over him, waiting to see what 
may happen to this baby “cast upon the 
waters.” 
 Already there have been so many 
women involved, setting the stage for Moses 
to grow to adulthood: The midwives who 
found a way around Pharaoh’s commands.  
Moses’s mother, who used her creativity to 
help her baby survive.  Moses’s sister, who 
keeps watch over him.  And now another 
unnamed woman, one with privilege, one 
who might be expected to support the royal 
decrees regarding Hebrew male infants. 
  
Acting Against Oppression and Injustice 
 Pharaoh’s daughter does not repeat 
his rage.  Instead, she responds with 
compassion.  The Hebrew word translated as 
“pity” in the New Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible communicates something 
stronger than just pity.  Pharaoh’s daughter 
realized right away that this was a Hebrew 
male child and she is deeply moved to 
provide for him.  She knowingly becomes his 
protector, shielding him from the violence of 
the king.  She acts in defiance of oppression 
and injustice. 
 Pharaoh’s daughter sends her maid, 
another unnamed women, to go out into the 
Nile and rescue the child.  Moses’s sister 
takes the bold step of speaking to the 
princess to offer her services in securing a 
nursing Hebrew mother so that the child 
could be fed.  In so doing, she makes it 
possible for her own mother to have the joy 
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of continuing to care for her baby and to earn 
income for the family at the same time. 
 Ultimately, the baby’s mother must 
trust that the princess will continue to provide 
protection for Moses.  When he is weaned, 
she gives him over to Pharaoh’s daughter to 
be raised.  Other unnamed women within the 
princess’s circle must have been involved in 
helping to raise Moses as well.  A multitude 
of unnamed women, all with the goal of a 
living and thriving child, work together 
against a system of violence and oppression. 
 
Experience Together 
 Take a few moments to reflect on the 
following: 
• What is your role as a woman:  
grandmother, mother, aunt, child, 
stepmother, adoptive mother, sister, or other 
role of women supporting children? 
• What kinds of webs have you used to 
connect with and support the women in our 
church and our United Methodist Women 
circle? 
• In addition to new technologies, have 
you utilized old technologies like letter 
writing? 
• How will you build a web of support for 
women who do not have an Internet 
connection or who may be afraid to return to 
church or to United Methodist Women 
meetings? 
• How can we as United Methodist 
Women members continue to create 
opportunities to stay knitted together as 
women in mission, locally and district wide? 
• How has God prepared you to go out 
to advocate for mothers and children? 
• How is God calling you to be 
courageous in the face of oppression? 
• What bold steps is God asking you to 
take in defiance of rage and violence? 
• How is God calling you to keep watch 
over those who are vulnerable? 
 
 United Methodist Women has been 
working to raise awareness of maternal and 
child mortality over the past Quadrennium.  
In spite of the strides we have made in 

education, awareness and advocacy, 
maternal and child health continue to be 
areas that need our attention. 
 
 In Big Book of Knitting, Katherine 
Bass writes, “Knit and purl are the basis of all 
knotting.  No matter whether it’s a textured 
pattern or an openwork pattern, a cable 
pattern or shaker knitting, these two basic 
stitches are always used.”  Like-wise, women 
united for mission have two basic moves: 
gathering in for worship and prayer, and 
going out for advocacy and action. 
 
Closing Thoughts 
 We wait to see justice prevail. 
We are strong together as we challenge 
oppression 
 Our hearts take courage for the work 
still to do. 
 We wait.  Together we are strong, and 
our hearts take courage. 
 We rise up.  Together we are strong, 
and our hearts take courage. 
 We work and we wait, to see justice 
prevail. 
 We work and we wait, for we are 
strong together as we challenge oppression. 
 We work and we wait, and our hearts 
take courage for the work still to do. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 God of grace and peace, hear our 
remembering and our calling out for justice.  
Enliven our world with your creative spirit, 
that all people will remember that we are 
made in your image and we are worthy of 
honor and acceptance.  In the name of Christ 
we pray. Amen. 
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MOTHER’S DAY REMEMBRANCE 
 
Mother’s Day, May 9, you may still give a gift to the Endowment Fund in memory or in honor of a 
mother (or mother-in-law, grandmother, aunt, etc.). Those giving to the Endowment Fund will be 
listed  in an upcoming newsletter.   
 
 

 
In Honor of: _________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
 
 

In Memory of: _______________________  
 
___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________ 
 
 
 

Given by: ___________________________ 
 ___________________________________     
 
___________________________________ 
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PAY PAL 
The church is set up to accept secure donations through Pay Pal.  You can access Pay Pal by 
going to the church's website (gumccorning.org).  Please be aware that when using Pay Pal, 
2.9% of the donation and $.30 per transaction is taken from the contribution. 

 
 
 

IN THE HOSPITAL? 
Due to the HIPAA privacy rules, the church doesn't always receive notification from the local 
hospitals when someone is admitted.  Please call the church office, or have a family member call, 
if you are in the hospital and would like to receive a visit.  Also, if you are at home recuperating 
and would like a visit, just give the office a call (936-6145).  

 
 

LIVING FAITH ENDOWMENT FUND  
The Living Faith Endowment Fund offers an important alternative form of giving to Grace United 
Methodist Church.  Money given to that fund is invested and the interest, when favorable, makes 
a significant contribution to the church.  As such, it is a fund that works for us and keeps on giving. 
A gift in memory or in honor of a loved one is a gift that will continue to give and support the 
mission and ministry of Grace Church.   
 

TRANSPORTATION 
Want to attend Sunday worship, but don't have the transportation?  Grace Church's Membership 
Care Committee offers a transportation service.  Contact the church by Thursday morning and 
we will arrange to have Vet Taxi service pick you up and take you back home.  Contact the church 
office (936-6145) for more information.

 

Outdoor Church Bazaar and Craft Show 
June 5th, 2021 from 9-2 
  
Multiple vendors: come find that special item that you have always been looking for. 
Lunch available 
Contact Pam Kelly at 607-546-7767 for information 
All COVID protocols will be followed 
  
We also looking for vendors if you or someone you know is interested, please contact Pam Kelly 
for more details on being a vendor.  
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NY State Sheriff’s Yellow Dot Program 
 
 Yellow Dot is a free program designed to help first responders provide life-saving medical 
attention during that first “golden hour” after a crash or other emergency. A Yellow Dot in the 
driver’s-side rear window of your vehicle will alert first responders that vital medical information 
is stored in the glove compartment. 
The Yellow Dot kit contains a personal information card and a Yellow Dot decal. 
 
Complete both sides of the personal information card as fully as possible, in pencil. Attach a 
recent photo of yourself and place it in a visible location in your car’s glove compartment. 
Complete one card for each person who regularly occupies the vehicle. 
Place the Yellow Dot decal on the rear driver’s side window to alert first responders to look in the 
glove compartment for your medical information. 
Update the card annually yourself or bring it to your annual medical check-up. If you sell your car, 
remove the Yellow Dot sticker. 
 
USE YELLOW DOT AT HOME 
A Yellow Dot kit can also be used to alert those who respond to an emergency in your home. 
Simply place a Yellow Dot decal on or beside your front door and place a completed card for 
each occupant in a clear plastic freezer bag and place in a visible location in the freezer 
compartment of your refrigerator. 
 
REQUEST A YELLOW DOT KIT 
Please note that if you request one kit, we will send you two Yellow Dot cards and two decals in 
the mail, one for your home and one for your car. Also, to conserve mailing costs, we ask that 
you please request kits in groups (eg. families, co-workers, friends, or clubs).  
https://nysheriffs.org/yellowdot/  
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING 
 
The United Methodist Church designates six Sundays when the church takes a special offering 
for certain ministries of the church.  On Sunday, May 16, Grace UMC will take an offering to 
support United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).   
 
UMCOR is the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United Methodist Church, 
assisting United Methodists and churches to become involved globally in direct ministry to 
persons in need.  UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer from natural or human-caused 
disasters – be it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other events – to alleviate suffering and to 
be a source of help and hope for those left most vulnerable.  They provide relief, response, and 
long-term recovery grants when these events overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on their 
own. 
 
Some examples of UMCOR grants given to help populations affected by the corona-virus include: 
• A few grants and strong connections opened UMC food pantries and kitchens in key 
underserved areas of New York City during the pandemic. 
• In Louisiana, a United Methodist congregation converted its food pantry to a drive-thru 
operation after the corona-virus pandemic disrupted vital food assistance when the local school 
closed. 
• In Ecuador, Methodists are assisting quarantined families in two hard-hit low-income 
neighborhoods where the church has had a presence for more than eight years. 

https://nysheriffs.org/yellowdot/
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• In the Philippines, church workers, as well as some front-line workers, were excluded from 
the list of Filipinos receiving government-provided cash assistance because of the pandemic.  In 
the Baguio area, United Methodists have stepped in to help. 
 
Please consider making a generous contribution to this year’s UMCOR offering. 
 
 

The Jewish Center and Federation in Elmira 
 
Is hosting a monthly food festival show casing different Jewish Specialties. A Portion of the profits 
will be donated to the Elmira Community Kitchen and the Food Bank of the Southern Tier. They 
ask that you preorder the following items by calling 607-734-8122 or online at http://jcf-
01.square.site.  
 
June- Deli Sandwich- $12 order by May 21 for pick up June 21 
July- Boureka- Israeli Pastry -$8 order by June 25 for pick up July 18 
August- Knishes pastry filled with potatoes- $8 order by July 23 for pick up August 15  
September- Kugel $10 order by August 20 for pick up September 19  
October- Chocolate Babka- $8 order by September 24 for pick up October 17 
November- Rugelach pastry rolled with pecans and chocolate- $8 order by October 22 for pick 
up November 21 
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GRADUATES 
If you have or know of a 
GRADUATE from either high 
school or college, please contact 
the Church Office with their 
information (name, where 

graduating from, awards, plans after 
graduation, etc). This information will be 
included in the July newsletter.   Thank you! 

 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
  3 - Patty O'Connell 
  4 - Hyung Lee 
       Jim Stead 
  5 - Gary Vine 
  6 - David Hostrander 
  8 - Jeff O’Connell 
       Russell Dye 
11 - Helen Fisher 
13 - Jennifer Bempkins Ring 
19 - Tom Petrick 
       Meri Terwilliger 
20 - Irene Church 
21 - Pam Kelly 
22 - Marilyn O’Connell 
23 - Melissa Teemley Homin 
24 - Marisa Heininger 
27 - Bobby Bush 
       Brett Terwilliger 
28 - Aaron Dickerman 
29 - Lori Kolpien 
        
 
 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
  3 - Gary & Cynthia Dickerman 
20 - Tim & Lori Kolpien 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

MAY 2021 
 

Please note that there are many areas in need of volunteers, especially Greeters & Nursery. 
Let the church office know if you would like to help out in any of these areas. 

 

 
 

Thank you to all who volunteer their time for these ministries and to those who donate flowers or bulletins.   
Your time and help is very much appreciated! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Greeters - 3 Ushers - 3 
5/2 1.  

2.  

3.  

1.  

2.  

3.  

5/9 1.  

2.  

3.  

1.  

2.  

3.  

5/16 
 

1.  

2.  

3.  

1.  

2.  

3.  

5/23 1.  

2.  

3.  

1.  

2.  

3.  

5/30 1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjt-Ib_mMPhAhVSMt8KHRgJDLYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://clipartpng.com/?945,wooden-garden-wheelbarrow-with-flowers-png-clipart&psig=AOvVaw3Whp62P6yAINYEMv3Uo1Un&ust=1554905567414663
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjt-Ib_mMPhAhVSMt8KHRgJDLYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://clipartpng.com/?945,wooden-garden-wheelbarrow-with-flowers-png-clipart&psig=AOvVaw3Whp62P6yAINYEMv3Uo1Un&ust=1554905567414663
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjAjcCzmcPhAhXlYt8KHfvoBGoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clipartroo.com/download-clipart-77249.html&psig=AOvVaw3Whp62P6yAINYEMv3Uo1Un&ust=1554905567414663
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjAjcCzmcPhAhXlYt8KHfvoBGoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clipartroo.com/download-clipart-77249.html&psig=AOvVaw3Whp62P6yAINYEMv3Uo1Un&ust=1554905567414663
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    ABBREVIATIONS 

   K = Kitchen 

   L = Lounge 

   S = Sanctuary 

BC = Bethany Chapel 

DR = Dining Room 

RH = Reed Hall 

 1  

 

 

2          

 

10:00 Worship, S 

10:00 Youth Sunday 

           School 

 

3 

 

   

6:00 Men's Group, L 

   

4 

 

   

 

5 

  

  6:00 Boy Scouts, RH 

 

6  National Day of 

Prayer  

 

  4:00 Trustees, L 

7 May Friendship Day 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

9          Happy  
     Mother's Day 

 

 10:00 Worship, S 

10:00 Youth Sunday 

School 

   

10   

  4:30 Finance, L 

   

  6:00 Missions, L 

   

11  
 

   

 

12   

   
  6:00 Boy Scouts, 

DR/RH 

   

13 Ascension of the 

Lord 

 

 

 

 

14 

      

 

15 

 

 

16  One Great Hour 

of Sharing   
 

10:00 Worship, S 

10:00 Youth Sunday 

           School 

 

17   

 

6:30 Boy Scout  

           Leaders, 201 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

18 
 

  

19 

 
  6:00 Boy Scouts, 

DR/RH 

   

 

 

 

20 

 

 

9:30 Membership 

      Care Committee, L 

21 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

23 Day of Pentecost  

 

  9:00 Worship, S 

10:00: Youth Sunday 

School 

________________ 

30 Trinity Sunday  

  

10:00 Worship, S 

10:00 Youth Sunday 

School  

24   Aldersgate Date  

 

_________________ 

31 Memorial Day  

Office Closed 

25 
 

 

   
 

 

26 

 

   

6:00 Boy Scouts 

27 

 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

29 


