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Living Life on Mission with Jesus 

Usually, I sign off my newsletter articles with Living Life on Mission with Jesus and my article has been titled Pressing 
On, Taking Hold. I have decided to drop this title and go with the one on top of my article here. It is more in keeping with 
my passion and my role here as a catalyst for missional living.  

I was recently reading Psalm 3 (I encourage you to read these eight verses before proceeding here) … We live our lives in the 
midst of an upside down world. Attacks against sound reasoning and biblical thinking are mounting all around us. I think King David 
understood our plight. The context of the psalm is him being pursued by his son Absalom (see 2 Samuel 15-18). This was probably 
the darkest hour of David’s life. You can hear it in the opening line of this prayer: “O LORD, how my adversaries have increased.” 

What is troubling you these days? Whatever it is, what we need is a God-at-the-center perspective. We can divide this prayer 
psalm into three parts: … 

 
1. This is what is happening all around me. This is what people are saying about me  (v.1-2). 
 
2. This is what my faith says about what is going on (v.3-4). Any problem is made better when we can say by faith, 

But You, O Lord …  There is a pandemic, but You, O Lord … The streets are filled with violence, but You, O Lord … 
The bottom has dropped out of my finances, but You, O Lord … Here is David’s assurance that God is yet in control. 
We cry out to God and He hears our prayers and provides for us according to His good pleasure and will. 

 
3. The problem is settled in the Lord (v.5-8) Can you hear the deep faith in this line? I lay down and slept; I awoke, for 

the Lord sustains me. I will not be afraid. At the break of the new day, we are not only refreshed but resolved. 

In this our day, there is more than one storm swirling around us. It tends to knock us off balance. It is time to stand firm in the 
Lord. Yes, the world is out of control. Doesn’t the Bible tell us it is and it will be even worse as we draw closer to Jesus’ return?  

To summarize this psalm for our day … O Lord, the world is wicked and upside down. The enemies of the Cross are multiplied. 
It’s dangerous outside, but You, O LORD, are my shield. Enough said. I’m gonna pray and lay down my head on my pillow. In You, 
I’m gonna sleep like a baby ‘cause You’ve got this. You’ve got me! I trust You. And tomorrow. I’m gonna get up refreshed and revital-
ized by faith and I’m gonna walk out into this troubled world and let them see what You can do through someone who trusts fully in 
You. 

Living life on mission with Jesus requires this kind of faith. No, we don’t have all the answers, but we know the One who does. 
So, let’s get busy living out our mission to reach all the nations, all the people groups, all our neighbors with the Gospel. That’s our 
task. Nothing less than the Great Commission. Ready? Get a good night’s rest. You’re gonna need it, ‘cause we have a lot of work to 
do. There are thousands of lost people all around us. Let’s tell them the Good News of Jesus. He is our and their only hope!  

 

--Bro. Woody 

DOM Calendar Notes … 
 
Sunday-Saturday, September 13-19, 2020 – Missouri Missions Offering. This offering provides for our Summer Missionaries for Kamp Keirsey, 

as well as mission projects across the state. Also, the Missouri Baptist Convention generously returns to us 10% of what our churches 
give to this offering. Currently, we use this return for a pastor and church assistance fund.  

Friday-Saturday, October 2-3, 2020 – Pastors/Staff/Deacons Retreat at Kamp Keirsey. This will be a great opportunity to fellowship and be 
inspired. More information is forthcoming but I know these components will be present: Cookout, Worship, Bonfire, Prayer Times, 
Games, Bible Studies … 

Thursday, October 8, 2020 - Adult Missions Retreat at Kamp Keirsey. The emphasis this year will be on Disaster Relief with the DR Team 
from FBC, El Dorado Springs showing us their fully equipped DR Trailer. Pastor Ron Marsh and some of his team with share their ex-
periences over the past few years. This is a wonderful opportunity to learn more about this strategic ministry. 

Sunday-Saturday, October 18-24, 2020 – Week of Prayer for Associational Missions and Special ORBA Offering. We will produce an ORBA
-specific prayer guide for this week of prayer and make it available to our churches. In addition, we are announcing our first annual 
ORBA Missions Offering. We encourage each church to treat this offering like you would Lottie Moon, Annie Armstrong, and MMO. 
Pray over it, set a goal, and give so that we may better live life on mission together as an Association. 

Wilson's Wonderings 

O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto thee? For your goodness is as a morning 
cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have slain them by 

the words of my mouth: and thy judgments are as the light that goeth forth. For I desired mercy, and not sacri-
fice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings. But they like men have transgressed the covenant: 

there have they dealt treacherously against me. Hosea 6:4-7 KJV 

God asked Ephraim and Judah what he should do to them. All through the Bible we can see the yo-yo effect they had 
committed to God. They served him then they didn't; they were oppressed then they were rescued; they committed iniq-
uity then they repented. How long should God put up with them? Each were carried away into captivity and later were 
allowed to return to their homeland. 

Ephraim and Judah were a house divided — the house being Israel. The people looked to their leaders to do the right 
thing; their leaders did what pleased themselves. The good done by one king was overridden by the evil the next king 
did and vice-versa. God sent prophets to warn the people of what would happen if they didn't repent. They responded by 
mocking, abusing, or killing the prophets and continuing to do what they wanted. 

I searched on the internet as to how many were slain by God's word; it said 2,821,364 either died directly, had their 
deaths orchestrated by God, or carried out with his approval. When God speaks it can be a matter of life or death. When 
he says to do something we should do it. When he says not to do something we are not to do it. Plain and simply put, do 
what God says. You will have a better life for it. 

Ephraim's and Judah's judgments were as a lamp unto their feet and a light to their path showing the way they chose 
to follow. When they saw the path they were on was evil and causing them to be oppressed, they made another judg-
ment to go back to God. When they got fed-up with their oppression they repented and turned back to God for a while 
then did evil again. Each time there was a decision to be made, they made a judgment that affected their lives. 

Today God is asking “O America, what shall I do to you? O Missouri, what shall I do to you?” This question should be 
asked in every city, town, village, and municipality. What shall God do to you? Is our good like the morning cloud and 
early dew or will it shine like the noon day sun? Does it soon go away? Do we have to be hewed by the prophets or do 
we heed what the prophets say? Will the words out of God's mouth destroy us or bless us and lift us up? Will our judg-
ments light a crooked path or will they brighten the straight and narrow path? 

God said he desired mercy not sacrifice but the Jews held sacrifice sacred. The Gentiles didn't practice sacrifice. To-
day we don't practice sacrifice or mercy. My how we have advanced! God desires we search for knowledge of him not 
burnt offerings. We have stopped offering burnt offerings; have we also stopped seeking the knowledge of God? Many 
will say that was then but things are different today; we have advanced to a more civilized society. Have we? 

God said Ephraim and Judah as kingdoms had transgressed the covenant the same way as man had transgressed it 
and that they had dealt treacherously with him. The covenant they transgressed was if they would be a people to God, 
he would be a God to them. Have we transgressed the covenant? Are we being a people to God? Are we following his 
commandments and seeking his will in our lives? Are we forsaking not the assembling of ourselves to worship him? Are 
we relying on technology to do that which we cannot do? Do we rely on our FM transmitters to spread the gospel in our 
communities? The pastor's wife checked to see how far she could pick up the broadcast one Sunday by driving around 
while the service was being broadcast. She could only pick it up in a strip between the light poles in front of the building. 
A strip about 100 feet long. Several churches have these transmitters; how are they doing? 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; … US 
Constitution Amendment 1. Yet churches have been told to close their doors, practice social distancing, only allow so 
many in their buildings, not hold Sunday School, etc. because of the corona virus showing governments of the world 
how to control the activities of the church hindering the spread of the gospel. Like good citizens we follow the instruc-
tions of our leaders. Have we transgressed the covenant? Are we dealing treacherously with God? Or are we just being 
responsible? 

Submitted by Jim Wilson Associational Bible Study Leader 

The comments in this article may or may not be the consensus of the Association, and churches in the association. 

BIRTHDAYS  

SEPTEMBER 2—Cliff Bennett (p), South Fork 
18 - Mark Richman (p), Altona 
19 - Gar Garman (p), Round Prairie 
28—Mason Mowery (s); Immanuel 

OCTOBER  
8 - Don Rice (p); Hume 

12—Polly Jones (d); Rich Hill 

21—Joe Crook (p), Austin 

(p) indicates pastor, (w) indicates wife of pastor, (d) indicates 
daughter of pastor; (s) indicates son of pastor 

Dates & Times 

SEPTEMBER  - Missouri Mission’s Offering month 
7 - Labor Day; Office Closed  

14 - ORBA Annual Fall Meeting; FBC, Drexel 
20—ORBA Picnic at KK 
23—See You at the Pole. Check with your school for details 

OCTOBER 6- Life Chains, Butler & Nevada  
13—Global Hunger Sunday 
20-26—Week of Prayer for Associational Missions 
24—Deadline for Nov./Dec. Missions Messenger items 
26—27—Missouri Baptist Convention, St. Charles Convention Center 



CHURCH/PASTOR ANNIVERSARIES 

SEPTEMBER 1—Kevin Daugherty/FBC Nevada 2018 
11—Joe Crook/ Austin (2011) 
29—Steven Donnelly/ FBC—Drexel (2002) 

OCTOBER 10—Don Barger/Union Hall (2012) 

Greetings from Deutschland! We 
want to begin by saying thank you 
to the many of you throughout the 
association who have prayed 
for, supported and encouraged us 
over the past year during our Home 
Ministry Assignment. As we write 

this, we have been back in Germany for 1 month. 
Despite the travel restrictions, we were able to return 
to Berlin on July 16th, and we thank the Lord for a 
safe return and no problems reentering the country. 
Much of our time since returning has been spent set-
tling back in and reconnecting with friends and our 
church here. A lot has changed during the year that 
we were away, and we’ve been encouraged to hear 
many stories of how God has been working in the 
lives of some of our dear friends here. One prayer 
request that we would like to share is for a visa ap-
pointment. The visa categories as well as the re-
quirement and procedures for getting a new visa 
have changed while we were out of the country, and 
we would appreciate prayer for that process over the 
next two months.   

  Blessings,   
Jesse & Erica McCallister    

Greater Europe Mission - Berlin, Germany 

       ANNIVERSARIES   

SEPTEMBER 1—Jim & Dorothy Davis; Milo/ Montevallo 
3—Dennis & Glenda DePugh, Archie 
9—Don & Ruth Rice; Hume 

LOOKING FOR TEACUPS, HATS, BASKETS AND 

SMALL TABLECLOTHS! 

Girls’ Camp season 2020 is over and it’s time to gear 

up for the 2021 season. We are going to be having a load 

of fun next year, but we need your help! 

One of our main events is the annual tea party; the 

girls enjoy an evening of dressing up and dining on 

little goodies.  We would like to make this extra 

special for the next camp. We are looking for teacups 

that you no longer want and that the girls may 

take home with them as well as hats to look 

pretty as they sip their tea. 

On the final day of camp the girls have a 

picnic on the grounds with friends and family.  We 

are looking for baskets the girls can pack their 

lunches in as well as small tablecloths to lay their 

lunches on. Our hope is that each time they use these 

items they will be reminded of the things they learned 

at camp. 

If you are able to donate any of these items, please 

contact Dawnita Phillips via Messenger or by text at 

816.783.7149 

A big  to all of the churches that 

have turned in their Annual Church Profile.  As 

of Monday, August 24, 16 of our 28 churches 

have completed the survey. If you are your 

church’s ACP contact person and you haven’t 

turned it in there is still a little time left even 

though the association deadline has passed. 

NEED HELP FILLING IT OUT?  Contact Ruth at 

660.679.5621 or osage.river@hotmail.com 

Lets make it the second year in a row that 

ORBA has had 100% compliance. 

Join fellow believers for fun, food and fellowship at 

ORBA’s Annual Picnic At Kamp Keirsey 

SCHEDULE: 

3:00 p.m.—Afternoon at the Kamp. Activities include  

putt putt golf, games, fishing or just visiting 

5:00 p.m.—Potluck Meal. ORBA will provide the meat. 

6:15 p.m.—Worship Service in the air conditioned chapel 

There will be a Missions Spotlight. 

KAMP KEIRSEY KORNER 

Since the Special Edition newsletter went out 3 weeks ago we have booked a weekend youth retreat with the Countryside Christian Church in 
Pittsburg KS, a Boy Scout Troop from Archie, a swim party at the pool and Amsterdam UMC is coming out for a baptism and picnic. We have also 
received cash donations from a couple in Lee’s Summit in honor of Mary Ruth Cook’s 99th birthday (Happy Birthday Mary Ruth Cook), from a lady 
in California for $500+ for a much needed laptop, and a man from a church in Kansas will give a $500 college scholarship to a student from their 
church who becomes a Summer Missionary at Kamp Keirsey next summer. We are blessed to have many supporters of Kamp Keirsey. 

If any of our associational churches would like to help out, there are suggestions, projects and dates listed in the special edition newsletter that 

can be seen in the info center on the association website—www.osageriverba.com. 

SUMMER MISSIONS 2021 IS UNDERWAY 

  We are looking for Summer Missionaries for the 2021 camp season. Summer Missions is a ten week internship (May 25-July 
31, 2021) made possible through the Missouri Missions Offering of the Missouri Baptist Convention that pairs Missouri college stu-

dents with a camp team to serve in a variety of ways throughout the summer, while meeting weekly with their mentor to catch a 
glimpse into their life and ministry. Students will be serving as a camp leader at Super Summer and at Kamp Keirsey, working with a 

local church at VBS and an optional out of state mission trip. If you are a college student who is missions-minded and would like to earn $1,600 for 
the summer being on mission at Kamp Keirsey, please contact Bill Perkins 660 679 1004. 

You can see a short video of past Summer Missionaries and how a Kamp Keirsey internship changed their lives by going to kampkeirsey.com 

or follow us on Facebook. 

KAMP KEIRSEY T-SHIRT CONTEST 

We are accepting entries for the 2021 Kamp Keirsey T-shirt contest. Contest forms can be found at kampkeirsey.com in the info center. 
Your design should have no more than 2 ink colors and be sure to note what color the shirt should be. Please include your name and 
contact information on the back.  There is no set theme so be creative. This is a perfect project for your Sunday school, youth group or 

AWANA class.  Contest ends February 15th 2021. The winner will be announced in the March/April ORBA newsletter. Send your design to: Kamp 
Keirsey 10002 NW State Route J Amsterdam, MO 64723. 

Thank you Schell City Baptist for already sending in 18 entries! 

CAMPERS ON MISSION PROJECT COMPLETED 

   Back in May Campers on Mission came to Kamp Keirsey and worked on and completed many projects. One of those projects was 
a counter top with cabinets and a sink located in the south room of the dining hall. They built and installed everything except 10 
cabinet doors. Thanks to Bob and Linda Jennings of Butler, Butler Cabinet Shop, and the Door Store of Butler the doors were built 

and now have been installed. Thank you all for your hard work, generosity and Kingdom service. 

For God's Glory Alone   
Bill Perkins, Kamp Keirsey Manager 



Focus On WMU 

Hi, I’m Evelyn your new WMU Director.  I grew up on a farm on Highway 50 between Warrensburg and Knob Noster—
the one with the big red barns if you’re familiar with  that road.  I attended and graduated from the schools in Knob 

Noster.  I was saved in the First Baptist Church in Warrensburg.  The Reverend Frank Meyers baptized me.  It was the last day of 
Vacation Bible School and the last year I could attend, sixth grade I think.  Pastor Frank gave the message and then the invitation.  I 
remember hanging on to the pew in front of me as tight as I could, thinking if someone will go first, I’ll go.  No one moved.  Sud-
denly I let go, stepped out, and answered Jesus’ call.  Three other children followed me down the aisle. 

 Ruth called and asked me to pray about being the WMU Director.  It wasn’t on my “bucket list.”  I’ve retired from 35 years of 
teaching and don’t want to do all that much but this was a call to serve the Lord.  I prayed, I asked three other friends to pray.  I 
remember seeing my Mom work in church, teaching VBS long after all her children were grown.  I remember her telling me about 
how hard my Grandmother worked filling barrels to send to missionaries.  How my Great Grandfather prayed so hard for, at that 
time, the Soviet Union.  I didn’t feel like I had a definitive answer to my prayer about this but I had a pastor tell me that sometimes 
no answer is the answer.  In this case I believed that meant it was my turn to step up, let go of the “pew,” what was holding me 
back, and answer God’s call to serve more than just my church and community. 

Excuse the poker reference but I have an ace in the hole, Delores Kube, who served in this position for about 14 years.  She has 
graciously offered to be a resource for me.  I met with her and Dolly and I think I can follow in her footsteps, with a lot of prayer 
and assistance; which will be needed as these next few months are loaded with mission opportunities.  

September brings the Rhuebin L. South Missouri Missions Offering and week of prayer (September 13-20).  October 11 is Global 
Hunger Sunday;  you know what our grocery store shelves looked like due to Covid-19, now imagine all the places in the world that 
were lacking not just certain kinds of food but maybe all food.  During October and November we are packing Shoeboxes to send 
around the world.  November 2 is the Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer.  The collection of shoeboxes is November 16-23.  
Then in December we have the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for foreign Missionaries and the week of prayer (December 6-13).  
Wow!  All this is going on in the midst of questions about starting school and what that will look like.  

There is no question our lives and the world have changed.  We don’t know what the future holds BUT we DO know who holds 
the future in HIS HANDS.  Now is the time to pray diligently for missions and missionaries.  Now is the time to do more than pray.  
Now is the time to get busy with all these mission opportunities and answer God’s call to serve in whatever capacity you can.  Pray.   
Donate.  Pray.  Pack a shoebox.  Pray fervently.  Let go of the pew and, “Just Do It” as Nike says, but DO IT for the lost and for God.   

In Christ,     
Evelyn Boyle, WMU Director 

GO THEREFORE.... 

It has been awhile since I have written anything, but we still need to be about the Lord’s work. The Bible teaches us 
that God prepared the work in advance for us to do.  (Ep. 2:10)  The Word makes no excuse for corona viruses.   

Recently the rules of man have made it difficult  to do the ministry that God has for us.  We spend too much time 
fighting the wrong enemies and dealing with symptoms rather than the real cause.  It is time that we come together in 
unity of the Spirit with one purpose and mind to spread the good news of Christ- not in selfish ambition, but consider-
ing the needs of others and not just our own.  It has been difficult for individual churches to stay on the same page as 
far as ministry; even  loved ones and close family members are divided depending on the “experts” they choose to be-
lieve.  Thankfully, Bro. Woody has done a good job in keeping us together and supporting churches and pastors who 
need the help, but we have missed time together both in our separate churches and also as an association of 
churches.  I believe it is necessary to get organized to fight against Satan's attacks on the local churches and anything 
or anyone that point to our Lord and Savior.  We need to stand for our Lord Jesus Christ, the Word of God, the right to 
meet together as the Church, and to stand on the Promise of Salvation and the Eternal Life it brings.  

We also need to stand against sin for sin not only leads to the death of the individual but to the death of the nation 
as well.  One of the most grievous sins our nation is guilty  of is abortion.  Jesus came to give us abundant life, but abor-
tion kills the most innocent life and a person for whom Jesus died. 

Many are going to ask HOW we fight against such sin?  The answer is,  “Not  by might, Not by power, but by my 
Spirit  says the Lord!!! “  We need to put on the Gospel Armor and after we have done everything  to STAND.   Stand on 
the promises of the Word of God, to stand against the devil, and to stand in unity and purpose.  We may find that if we 
do not stand in faith that we might not be able to stand at all.  

So, when and where do we begin?  We start now.  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing and give thanks in 
all circumstances;  for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus our Lord.  1 Thess. 5:16-18  
   

Don Rice,  Missions Director 

Osage River Baptist Association 
P.O. Box 140 - 201 N. Willow 

Butler, MO 64730 

Telephone: (660)679-5621  
Email: osage.river@hotmail.com 

Web site: www.osageriverba.com 
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Join us at the  

Twenty Second Annual Fall Meeting of ORBA 

When: Monday, September 14, 2020 

Where:  Calvary Baptist, 406 E. Dakota, Butler, MO 

Registration starts at 3:30  Opening Gavel at 4:00 p.m.   

Fellowship Meal at 5:30 

Join us in Praise, Worship and Fellowship. 

Hear an inspirational message from Pastor Ronnie Smith,  

Sulphur Springs Baptist Church 


