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KAMP KEIRSEY KORNER 

2020 Camp Season 

    Kamp Keirsey is planning on having a full summer of fun and excitement starting on June
 14th with Jr. High Camp. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we have been cautious in planning
 camp for this summer. Our Encampment committee along with our DOM Woody Wilson and 
me have met to discuss the 2020 camp season, and we are planning on moving forward. Accord-
ing to Governor Parson, social distancing restrictions may hopefully be lifted by June 1st allowing 
us to have a normal and unrestricted summer. Please encourage your youth to sign up now. 

Campers on Mission 

Thank you, Campers on Mission, for your hard work!  On Sunday May 3rd a crew of 9 COM vol-
unteers arrived to work on needed projects at Kamp Keirsey. Projects included: a new countertop 
and cabinets in the south section of the dining hall, a new hand rail down the sidewalk from the 
dining hall, repair of the flagpole, painting, gutter cleaning, and other projects. Thank you also to 
the ORBA churches that provided meals for our hard working guests: Immanuel Baptist, Butler; 
South Fork Baptist, Drexel; and Pine Street Baptist, Nevada. 

       Storm Damage 

On Monday May 4th a severe storm blew through Bates County and left behind a lot 
of damage to our Kamp. Although no one was injured, we had major tree damage to 
at least 12 trees throughout the kamp. Many large branches came down with one of 
the branches landing on the snack shack causing minimal roof damage. We lost 

power for nearly 2 days, but God is good because our Campers on Mission team was right there 
and stepped in to clear the trees from the buildings and power lines.  

Our DOM Woody Wilson contacted Missouri Baptist Disaster Relief, and on Thursday a chain 
saw team of 12 men and women arrived, including our own Phil Palmer from First Baptist, El Do-
rado Springs, to cut and clear the trees and debris left by this terrible storm. Thank you Missouri 
Baptist Disaster Relief for your fast response and hard work. We would also like to thank Jim Wil-
son from Milo Baptist for providing new speaker wire to repair the P.A. system that 
was damaged, Don and Josiah Rice from Hume Baptist for providing a generator to 
run refrigerators, and to First Baptist Butler, Carpenter’s Cup, and Pine Street Bap-
tist for stepping in at the last minute to feed the Missouri Baptist Disaster Relief 
team lunch and dinner. 

Clean Up 

Even though Campers on Mission and Missouri Baptist Disaster Relief cleared many trees, we still 
have small branches and debris to pick up throughout the camp in the next few weeks. Please 
come out and help beautify your Kamp by picking up limbs. Thank you! 

For His Glory Alone,  
Bill Perkins     
Kamp Manager   



Pressing On, Taking Hold 
 

Everyone has an opinion. That’s normal; what is not exactly right is this … Everyone acts as if they have it fig-
ured out - at least on Social Media. It is so easy today to find a video, an article, someone else’s rant about the state of 
things and re-post it as proof that you are thinking clearly about it all. “See, so-and-so tells it like it is! And he agrees with 
me.” 

I am growing particularly weary of hearing all the political pundits, religious soothsayers, general know-it-alls, and 
medical wannabes tell me what is and what is not. The rhetoric is immense and the truth is lost somewhere in the middle 
of it all. Misinformation, fake news, political spin … ad nauseam.  

I understand. We are upset. Things are not right. Not at all. These are difficult days. These are the most extreme days 
we have had in our lifetime. Schools, churches, and many businesses shut their doors – unthinkable. Well the same 
thing happened back in 1918 during the Spanish Flu, but I wasn’t around for that, so this is unprecedented. We’ve 
adopted new terminology like Social Distancing … (The concept is not new. This was the strategy girls adopted toward 
me back in high school!! Ha, ha. Sad but true. They just didn’t call it that.) 

Let’s get to what matters during this pandemic. Here is the bombshell … God is still on His throne! He is in complete 
control. I don’t understand what is going on, but I trust the One who is Lord of all life! Scripture helps me through it all. I 
was reading recently in Ecclesiastes. It says, “If no one knows what will happen, who can tell him when it will hap-
pen” (Ecclesiastes 8:7). This tells me that I do not know the what or the when of what is spinning around me. Later in the 
chapter, Solomon says, “…man cannot discover the work (of God) which has been done under the sun. Even though 
man should seek laboriously, he will not discover; and even though the wise man should say, ‘I know,’ he cannot dis-
cover.” In other words, if I say that I have it figured out, don’t believe me. I don’t. I can’t. I am not God! I don’t know the 
what, the when, the who, the how, the where, or the why! But God does and I trust Him. Right in the middle of Ecclesias-
tes 8, the Preacher (the wisest man to ever live) says, “I know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him 
openly.”  

How can we make it through this time of pandemic uncertainty? By fearing God! This means to reverence Him, to 
worship Him openly, to be in awe of Him, to honor Him as God, to bow before Him in adoration. This I can do. I can’t fig-
ure anything else out, but I can bow my heart to His absolute Sovereignty! Amen! 

Amen! This brings me to my main thought here. We want to know the truth about all this and we are upset because 
everyone is spinning their version of the truth. The extremes of the spectrum swirl around us – it’s all just a big scam … 
China; no, the republicans; no, the democrats; no wait, the scary New World Order; no, the anti-vaccination people; no, 
the mandatory vaxxers; no, Big Brother, the socialists, the communists, Hitler himself is out to get us!! Wait, please slow 
it all down. I don’t want to hear another conspiracy theory. I. Want. To. Hear. The. Voice. Of. Jesus!!!! 

Over and over and over the Gospels record Jesus saying, “Truly, I say to you …” He is the Truth (John 14:6)! He is 
the wisdom of God (one greater than Solomon – Luke 11:31). John doesn’t stop at one “Truly.” John records Jesus say-
ing, “Truly, truly” 26 different times. In effect, Jesus is saying, “Amen, Amen!” This word comes straight to us from the 
Greek New Testament. “Amen” is a Greek word brought into the English language. Jesus is the Only One who always 
speaks the Truth. He doesn’t spin it. He doesn’t politicize it. He doesn’t manipulate it. He doesn’t abuse it. HE EMBOD-
IES IT! He is TRUTH. 

So, as our churches are opening back up for gathered worship, let’s not try to figure this all out. It is what it is! And we 
really don’t know what it is. But we do know Jesus! We know that Jesus lived a sinless life, He died for our sins accord-
ing to the Scriptures, He was buried, and He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. He is living Lord, 
the Resurrected Savior, the Conquering King, the Great Shepherd, the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

Jesus is the Truth and He has given you His Spirit who “will guide you into all the truth” –that is, the Holy Spirit will 
lead you to Jesus and Jesus has all the answers. Jesus knows the what, the when, the why, the who, the where and the 
how of all this. He is absolutely in control.  

So, I guess what I am saying is this … Let’s get focused on Jesus and move forward from where we are with Him. 
Better days are ahead. They may be much different days, even more difficult days, but with Jesus they will be better 
days.  
 

Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My Word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not 
come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now 

is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.--John 5:24-25 
 

I love that Jesus always speaks the truth. Verily, verily, truly, truly, Amen, amen!! Jesus, we follow you! 

Living Life on Mission with Jesus, 

Bro. Woody 



Focus on WMU 
May/June, 2020 

What in the world does WMU do?  How does WMU fulfill its purpose of “making disciples of Jesus who live on mission”?  What organizations 
make up WMU?  What other ministries are part of WMU?  What curriculum and resources are available?  These are some of the questions I 
planned to include in an association wide WMU Training and Information Conference some time before July.  Weeks ago, to prepare for the con-
ference, I ordered multiple copies of the WMU 2020-21 Catalog.  The Catalog gives all the information needed to answer all the preceding ques-
tions.  In addition to information and a description of all of WMU's products and resources, the Catalog describes WMU's programs of Missions 
Discipleship, Compassion Ministries and Leadership Development.  The corona virus pandemic makes a conference before July unlikely so I 
would like to send your church the Catalog as a great resource to learn everything about WMU.  My hope is that every church in our association 
will be connected to WMU through its organizations, Compassion Ministries and/or its Weeks of Prayer and mission offerings.  The Missions 
Discipleship program of WMU is much more than teaching about missions.  It also gives you the opportunity to pray for missions, give to missions 
and get out in your community and beyond to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with those who do not yet know Him.  Please contact me if you 
would like to receive the Catalog and if I can help you in any way.  I will serve as Associational WMU Director until July 1.   

Pastors and missionaries, WMU has “had your back” during the corona virus pandemic.  National WMU began “30 Days of Prayer for pastors 
and missionaries” March 23.  Each day, they emailed from wmu@wmu.org, a Scripture, related teaching and a prayer.  Since Day 30, April 21, 
they have continued the daily payer ministry with the invitation, “Join us in continuing to pray for missionaries and pastors.”  Following is the 
prayer email on April 30.  The Scripture was Matthew 6:33-34, CSB:  “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these 
things will be provided for you.  Therefore, don't worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of 
its own.”  The prayer is my prayer for you.  “Dear Father, this is a season of great anxiety and uneasiness-a time of great worry.  You know the 
concerns and apprehensions of our pastors and missionaries.  They are all approaching a season that will require great discernment.  They may 
be asking if it is time to begin gathering again as a church family, and if so, how to meet safely.  They may be creating plans for ministering to the 
sick and wondering if it is wise to go into hospitals and homes.  They may be working to determine how to advise their study groups and disciple-
ship groups moving forward.  Father, give them wisdom.  Increase their discernment.  Guide them to seek You first and to trust that You will pro-
vide the answers.  Help them to filter out other voices so that they may hear You clearly.  Thank You for Your provision and sustaining power.  
Amen.” 

I am so grateful for the opportunity and experience of serving Osage River Baptist Association as WMU Director.  I will continue to participate 
in and promote WMU in the local church, association, state and convention.  I look forward to helping, supporting and encouraging the new asso-

ciational WMU leader as needed. 

Gratefully and Prayerfully in Christ, 

Delores Kube 
WMU Director, Osage River Baptist Association 
(h) 816-297-8892, (c) 816-806-1341, dollyrobey@yahoo.com 

GO THEREFORE 
It has been a difficult time in ministry for those of us that are low (in my case, zero) tech pastors. Now that face to face 

ministry is on the rise, ministry and missions will be easier for us.  
In the great commission in Mt. 28: 20, Jesus tells the apostles to “teach them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And I will be with you to the very end of the age.” Notice it does not say some things, many things, or even things 
you agree with or even things that you like. It says ‘all things that I (Jesus) have COMMANDED. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the foundation of our faith, and it should be the center of our preaching and teaching. However, there were 
some things that Jesus commanded someone do that were not meant for us. For example, in John 19:25-27 the apostle 
John was standing with the women at the cross when Jesus said to Mary his mother “dear woman, behold thy son” and 
to his disciple “behold thy mother” and from that time this disciple took Mary into is own home. Jesus gave the responsi-
bility to look after his mother to the apostle John. For John this was a command and we see that he obeyed it. Can you 
imagine the apostle John not considering this command a part of ‘all things’? It was a part of his personal calling. The 
scripture does say, however, that anyone who does not look after his own family is worse than an unbeliever and at that 
point it is a command to all believers. The point is that there is more to being a Christian than speaking words. To be a 
Christian is to obey all of His commands. Please understand that teaching takes time and that we do not all learn at the 
same pace or have the same tests. We are unique in the kingdom of God, and we will all spend a lifetime learning to 
obey ALL His Commands. “But His divine power has given us all we need for life and godliness through our knowledge 
of Him who called us by His own Glory and Goodness.” 2Pe. 1:3. Verse 4 goes on to speak of His very great and pre-
cious promises for us that believe. 

We could not fulfill the great commission on our own power, but through God’s gifts, and the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, and His Promises, we will be transformed into His likeness as we learn to obey all He has commanded us which 

is another great and precious promise. 
Let us praise Him, let us lift up the name of Jesus and give him the glory that He alone deserves. Let us lift up our 

hands in prayer and continue to pray for one another, our association and our state and nation.  
In Christ, Don Rice 

P.S. Do you play an instrument? It is time to make joyful noise; it is time to start an Associational band. 
If you are interested in participating in the band, call me @ 660-643-7137 or the ORBA office @ 660-679-5621. Thanks! 



BIRTHDAYS 

MAY 7—Tabytha Jones, (d), Rich 
Hill FBC 

10—Mike Bergman (p),  Adrian FBC 
21—Don Barger (p); Union Hall 
23—Chad Bailey (p); Pine Street 
29 - Kathy Reynolds (w); Schell City FBC 

JUNE 1—Taryn Jones (d), Rich Hill FBC 
3 - Noah Marsh (s); FBC- El Dorado  

 Springs FBC 
7—Pat Barger (w), Union Hall 
8—Doug Reynolds (p), Schell City FBC 
9—Terry Davis (p);  Butler FBC 
13—Ruth Rice (w); Hume FBC, ORBA 
14—Henry Bergman (s); Adrian FBC 
16—Scott Mowery (p); Immanuel 

 

(p) indicates pastor, (w) indicates wife of pastor, 
(d) indicates daughter of pastor; (s) indicates son 
of pastor 
 
          CHURCH/PASTOR  
            ANNIVERSARIES 

MAY  5 - Mark Mitchell/Deerfield 2019 
30 - Ron Marsh/El Dorado Springs 

MAY 

7—National Day of Prayer  
10 - Mother’s Day  

25—Memorial Day—Office Closed 
JUNE 

Kamp Keirsey summer camps—see flyer 
on the front page 

9 & 10—SBC Annual Meeting cancelled  
  Due to Covid-19 
21- Father’s Day 

ANNIVERSARIES 

MAY 1—Rick & Cindy Thompson; 
  Cornerstone 
 8—Mike &Jacqui Dunivan, Harwood 
18—Gar & Donnetta Garman; Round Prairie  
18—Frank & Denna Agee; Bronaugh 
24—Woody & Judy Wilson, ORBA 
JUNE  

13—Doug & Kathy Reynolds,  Schell City  
21—Tony & Stephanie Jones, Rich Hill 
26—Kevin & Myra Daugherty; Nevada FBC 
30 - Ron & Debbie Marsh; El Dorado Springs 

 FBC 

Wilson's Wonderings 

God, who at sundry times and in diverse manners spake in times past 
unto the fathers by the prophets,    Hebrews 1:1 KJV 

     Every since man was created God has spoken with different individuals about different 
subjects, in different manners and at different times. God spoke to kings, paupers, prophets, 
mighty men, women, children, those who were well known, and those in obscurity. He spoke 
to those who were blessed, those who were oppressed, and every one in between. The Bible 
is full of the different people God spoke to. We can also see the incredible things these peo-
ple were able to accomplish and the amazing results of their deeds. We can also see what 
happened when the same individuals didn't listen to what God had to say. There are exam-
ples of how they were blessed for obedience, and the difference repentance made as they 
returned to God and did his will and when they didn't. What lessons have we learned from 
reading about these different people in God's word? How are we affected today by things that 
happened centuries ago? 

We are who and where we are today because of our fore-fathers either listened to what 
God had to say directly or to those who indirectly spoke to them what God had revealed to his 
prophets. Either way our fathers learned to believe and trust God and passed that belief and 
trust down to us. It doesn't matter who you are or where you came from; someone in your 
vast number of descendents believed and trusted God. Somewhere down the line someone 

was, or heard the words of, a prophet.  

Fear thou not; be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee; I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. Isaiah 41:10 KJV 

We are in the midst of the global pandemic of Covid-19 Virus. We are under a stay at 
home order, we are practicing social distancing, our churches and business have been 
closed, people are wearing masks and gloves, and our lives are disrupted. Our people are 
scared. Scared they will catch a dreaded disease; scared they will lose their job; scared they 
will lose their homes; scared they will lose a loved one; scared they will be sick and suffer; 
scared they will die. Isaiah was living in perilous times when God spoke to him and said “fear 
not”. Why fear not? “For I am thy God”. God is, not was or what he used to be or even what 
he could be. Whose God is he? He is my God. Is he your God? If he is don't be scared. He 
will take away all your fears and help you, strengthen you, take away your confusion and 
make things clear, and hold you up in righteousness. 

When the virus pandemic first started I asked myself “Where is your faith?” I answered 
myself- yes, I talk to myself-”My faith lies with God”. So, if my faith is with God what should I 
fear? I believe God this virus can't harm me or, I can go be with God that much quicker. I 
know I will die someday from something. I have lived a good life. I have a good family. All 4 
generations of it. I will keep on keeping on till I no longer can. I am satisfied with my life and 
have no regrets. Why do I feel this way? Because, God so loved the world, he gave his 
only begotten son, that whosoever believes in him shall not perish, but have everlast-
ing life. (John 3:16)  

Through this pandemic the Church will be strong and survive. Pastors are trying different 
ways to spread the gospel and to give hope to the flock. Technology has played a big part in 
this effort. There are still some who go to the church to hear the message no matter what. 
Social distancing is the prudent thing to practice, but not the only thing. Sometimes person to 
person contact is necessary. Wearing masks and gloves may keep you from taking in the 
virus but when you take them off you can still be exposed to the mask and gloves. What will 
the Church look like after the pandemic is over? Will people be used to not going to church? 
Will giving be scant because people will be trying to catch up on their bills because of lost 
wages? Will business have to close their doors because the pandemic lasted too long for 
them to survive? Will people depend on the government instead of God? 

I have heard of people saying these are the end times. Are they? We know there have 
been wars and rumors of war, famine, pestilence, floods, earthquakes, wild fires, tornadoes, 
hurricanes, all through our lives. The first thing that comes up is these are the last times. The 
Great Tribulation is near. Jesus said those that are his and are dead shall rise first, those who 
are his and still alive will meet him in the air, then the tribulation will come. Since I belong to 
Jesus I will be raptured away and do not have to worry about tribulation or end times. Give 

your all to Christ now, study his word, and fear not. 

Submitted by Jim Wilson Associational Bible Study Leader  

Congratulations to Scott, 

Kira, Mason, and Easton 
Mowery on the arrival of 

their new baby boy Wyatt who was born 
on April 14, 2020.  Scott and his family 

serve at Immanuel Baptist in Butler. 
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DOM Notes 

 

As our churches reopen, decisions loom before us. How do we maintain social distancing while celebrating the 

Lord’s Supper, baptizing new believers, meeting in Sunday School classes, etc. We never thought we would 

have to face questions like these. Or these … What about VBS? Do we send kids to Kamp Keirsey? Can we 

safely go on a mission trip across the state or country or across the seas? 

 

Normally, we have an Executive Board Meeting of our Association that meets in late May. This date is not 

mandated by our ORBA Constitution so I am thinking it best to postpone the Executive Board meeting until 

the social distancing requirements are lifted and we can gather together safely. I am hoping this can be done in 

June. We do not yet have a provision in our Constitution and By-Laws for conducting our associational busi-

ness remotely or digitally, by Zoom or GoToMeeting, for example. The Missouri Baptist Convention has sent 

DOMs a model by-law on remote or digital meetings, but per our Constitution we will need to meet in person 

across two full associational meetings to consider adding this provision (as it would be an amendment or ad-

dendum to our existing Constitution and By-Laws). We certainly need to add it and I will be asking the Asso-

ciational Executive Council to present it formally for discussion, consideration and eventual vote as soon as we 

can gather. I hope we will never have to use it, but we need it in place in case we ever find ourselves in another 

crisis of this magnitude. 

 

Here is my best thinking right now. Plan on sending your kids to camp. Plan on having VBS (maybe alter the 

schedule to late July or early August). If mission trips aren’t possible this summer, step up your missionary 

praying. I have found Operation World to be a great resource for praying around the world. The internet ad-

dress is http://www.operationworld.org/prayer-calendar. Of course, the IMB and NAMB have prayer calendars 

as well … https://www.imb.org/pray/ and https://www.namb.net/pray/.  

 

Above all else let us seek the Lord with all our hearts. He is at work! 


