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Living Life on Mission with Jesus
Usually, at this time of year, I make statements like “Wow! Where did the year go?” But the old adage “Time flies when you’re having
fun,” must have its corollary truth about time standing still when you’re not having fun. Well, 2020 has not been fun. At all. As some
years fly by in a blur and we are hard pressed to remember much of what happened, 2020 is emblazoned upon our minds. There’s been too much to
forget. I’m not going to rehash any of it here. You know it too well already. Judith Viorst wrote a children’s book under the title of Alexander and the
Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day.
The question is this here at the end of this terrible, horrible, no good, very bad year: What did the Lord teach you? A follow-up question is: How are
you stronger spiritually than you were a year ago? Hopefully, this very bad, awful year has not been a wasted year. I can think of nothing worse than to
have had to endure a year like this without any kind of spiritual growth at all. All this for nothing!? But the Lord never intends for us to merely tread
water. Yes, we have been swimming against the current, but this activity happens to build muscles.
I believe we will come out of this mess with stronger faith and stronger churches, but only if we have learned to trust the Lord in the hard times. I
fear that many people forgot how to put their faith in the Lord. Or, more desperately, the times revealed that they had never learned how to trust Him in
the first place. But it is not too late to take steps toward spiritual growth. I was reading something or watching something the other day. I can’t remember where I heard or read this, but the question was asked, “When is the best time to plant a tree?” The answer is “Twenty years ago.” The follow-up
question is, “When is the second best time to plant a tree?” The answer…? “Today!”
So here is the million dollar question: What are you going to do today to make spiritual growth a priority? The key is to put the emphasis on the
spiritual disciplines … particularly, prayer. King David wrote these words in a time of great distress, In return for my love they act as my accusers; but I
am in prayer (Psalm 109:4). Peter had been arrested by wicked King Herod and was being held for execution. Acts 12:5 says, So Peter was kept in
prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God. I just finished reading a classic little book on prayer by J.C. Ryle. He concludes A Call to Prayer with these words: “I want the times we live in to be praying times. I want Christians of our day to be praying Christians. I want
the church to be a praying church.”
In these difficult days, the Gospel is the only message we have and prayer and the Word of God are our weapons. We won’t win a cultural war
except by these. We must fight the spiritual battle for the souls of men, women and children on our knees. As I was reading Ryle’s A Call to Prayer,
this verse about Jesus’ prayer life jumped off the page and into my heart: In the days of His flesh, He offered up prayers and supplications with strong
crying and tears (Hebrews 5:7). I subsequently wrote in my Prayer Journal … “This image! Jesus crying loudly, tears streaming down His face as He
prayed! Holy Spirit, teach me to pray like Jesus!” When was the last time we wept over lost souls? Do we mourn that sin runs rampant in our world?
Would we rather chastise and criticize those who disagree with us than to weep over them in prayer? People are severely broken. We see it all around
us. We can judge and condemn or we can drop to our knees in fervent prayer for the Gospel to go forth in truth and for people to turn to Jesus.
I am convinced that if we will do this, we will witness a revival among God’s people and a spiritual awakening among the lost. Please take the time
right now to read and pray through Ephesians 6:10-20. We are in the fight of our lives and the Gospel, the Word and prayer are the keys. Let’s march
into 2021 praying.
Living Life on Mission with Jesus,

Bro. Woody
DOM Notes…
Since you will get this newsletter before the end of the year, we, here at the ORBA office, want to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Much
Better New Year. We are wrapping up 2020. Yay! Yahoo! Yippee! Hallelujah!! Amen!
As we do wrap up the year, it looks like we are going to end the year with a 10-12% budget deficit. This does not mean that we spent 10-12% more
than we had budgeted but that we will receive 10-12% less in gifts from churches than we had budgeted. We have funds to meet our needs and obligations for the near future, but we must be vigilant in these matters. The ORBA treasurer and I will be watching closely what giving from our churches
looks like in 2021. We realize that Covid-19 has affected personal finances of our church members. Church giving has been affected and therefore
giving to our Association has been impacted. Please pray for ORBA as we navigate these difficult matters. We are committed to fulfilling our ministry
to our churches in all aspects. We are certainly hoping to return to a full calendar of activities in 2021.
The ORBA Office will reopen after the Holidays on Monday, Jan 4th. Sunday, Jan 17th is Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. This gives us a great opportunity to cry out to God to end abortion. Pastors will join me on Monday, January 25th for a Fellowship Breakfast (Time and Place TBD).
In February, things begin to get busy. Kamp K. will welcome Pastors/Staff/Spouses for a Valentine’s Banquet on Friday Feb 5 th. Pastors will have
two separate regional breakfasts (North and Central guys on Tuesday, Feb 9th and South and East guys on Tuesday, Feb 23rd). The WMU sponsored
Children’s Mission Day is Saturday, Feb 13th (This is a national day and not our Kamp K Children’s Day Camp. That is set for April 17th). The Focus
on WMU across the SBC is Feb 8th through 14th.
I look forward to serving you through the New Year. Please contact me as you have questions, comments, or needs. Let us love one another and
encourage one another as we move forward.

Wilson's Wonderings
If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters,
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me,
cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:26, 27 KJV
What does it cost to follow Jesus? What are you willing to give up to follow Jesus? Can you pay the price? Does it cost too
much? Is it worth the cost? Can you follow Jesus steadfastly? Are you willing to continually follow Jesus? Will the cost
keep adding up? Are there sufficient rewards to following Jesus? What has Jesus done for me? What does it mean to follow Jesus? What will I get if I follow Jesus?
Salvation is a free gift from God. I don't want anyone thinking I am talking about salvation costing something. What I am
talking about is what will it cost if I do what Peter, Andrew, James, John, Matthew, Phillip, Bartholomew, Thomas, James
the son of Alphaeus, Judas the greater, Simon the zealot, Judas Iscariot and Matthias did. When called they left all and followed Jesus. They left their jobs, their families, and their homes to follow Jesus while he lived. After his death, burial, and
resurrection they went back to their old lives or scattered around the world because of persecution. But at the end of their
life they gave their lives for Christ as did the apostle Paul. The exception was Judas Iscariot who took his own life for what
he did to Christ.
What did Jesus give up for us? He gave up his career as a carpenter, the comforts of home, the fellowship of his family,
and his life. What did we get out of that? We got someone to believe in so we could have eternal life. In the short years of
his ministry he showed us how to live; how to give; how to forgive; how to love; how to have joy, peace, and contentment;
how to have faith that can move mountains; and to know we are never alone IF we will be his disciples.
What does it take to be Jesus’ disciple? Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, accept him as your Lord and Savior, follow him
in baptism, follow him in all you do, and keep his commandments. What does it mean to believe in Jesus? God created
Heaven and Earth, everything that is in them and every part of them. God had a plan for the people he created. He put the
right people in the right place at the right time to make his plan work. God gave laws for man to abide by and penalties for
disobeying those laws. God through his prophets prepared the people for the coming of his only begotten son to arrive on
the earth at the right place, the right time, and under the right conditions. Jesus was born of a virgin in the right place, at the
right time. Jesus lived a perfect life knowing no sin. The record of the way he lived and what he taught is recorded in the 4
gospels in the Bible. He was tried and crucified as a common criminal but knew no sin. He was buried in a borrowed tomb.
On the third day he rose from the dead. He appeared to different disciples several times. He ascended up to heaven and is
sitting at the right hand of God his father to this day. After you repent of your sin, accept Jesus, and follow him in baptism,
you become a new person leaving your old life and begin a new life of following Christ in your walk, your talk, and your
thinking. You begin keeping all the commandments God and Jesus have given to man. Do not ask which ones but keep all
of them. Then you become a disciple of Christ.
A disciple is anyone who accepts and assists in spreading the doctrines of another. If you are a disciple of Jesus you willingly accept his doctrines and assist in spreading his doctrine to all you come in contact with. In order to be a disciple of
Jesus you are living a life where others see Jesus in you. As a disciple of Jesus you will seek to know as much about Jesus
as there is to know. As a disciple of Jesus you will strive to keep his commandments in every aspect of your life. A true
disciple of Jesus will let nothing stand between them and God. Real disciples will know God loves them, will never forsake them, will guide, protect and keep them no matter what comes their way. The disciple of Jesus will study the Bible
and demonstrate the concepts and precepts in the lifestyle lived before this world.
In the above scriptures Jesus said anyone who lets somebody get between the person and Jesus that person cannot be his
disciple. The people listed in this scripture are the people of importance in our lives. They are the ones we deeply love and
want to please in any way we can. If these people interfere with how we obey and serve Jesus we are to turn our backs on
them and our face on Jesus. We as disciples of Jesus need to explain the difference between them and Jesus. If they can't
understand our relationship with Jesus, that is their problem. Love them, forgive them, but serve Jesus.
The last portion of the scripture is you have to bear your cross and follow Jesus to be his disciple. Our cross is the burdens
and trials we have to endure in this life. They are all the little setbacks we have to go under, over, around, or through as we
travel the road of life. They include the past and present experiences that have made us who we are - good, bad, or indifferent. We accepted Jesus the way he is. He accepted us the way we were at the time he accepted us. If we can't follow him in
spite of what we are through any trial or temptation we cannot be his disciple. Our persistence has to be greater than our
resistance. Are you now going to be a disciple of Jesus now and forever? And the answer is........
Submitted by Jim Wilson Associational Bible Study Leader

Go Therefore
Here we are near the end of 2020 and what a year it has been. Very few things that have happened have been “normal” no matter
what your “normal” is. Several of our pastors and their families were infected with the COVID virus, but they all recovered thanks to
the mission of ORBA to pray for and encourage the ministries of all the churches in the association. Praise the Lord!
As we go into the time of the year when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I have come to the realization
that each pastor’s most important mission is to the people who make up the church that he shepherds. The first mission of the pastor is to preach the gospel and teach the Word of God to his individual congregation so that he and the people God gave him to care
for may live a life worthy of their calling in Christ. The Lord is at work here in ORBA, pouring out His grace and mercy. We are growing spiritually, seeking our Lord’s leadership as the world changes around us. These changes should make us realize the importance of prayer. We can only win this battle by obedience and prayer
2 Chronicles 7:14 starts with “If my people who are called by my name;” let us stop there for a moment and think about to whom
this is speaking. First there is that little word “if.” “If” means we must do our part, then God will do His. Second, who are God’s people? Who are called by His Name? Whoever calls themselves Christian or claims to be a member of a church body are part of those
who are called by His Name. There are many individuals in churches and denominations that are non-believing and do not obey the
Word of God, and will not humble themselves and pray. They go by the name of God, but are of the world. In one of his letters, Peter tells us that judgment will begin with us, those called by God’s name. The Church, the body of Christ on this earth, needs to be
refined and purified. We need an in-house revival!! We need to make sure that none who are called by His Name fall short of the
Lord’s Salvation. Then the body of Christ, with one voice, will lift up the name of Jesus as the Savior of the world and as our personal Lord and the Son of God who takes away the sin of the whole world by loving us enough to die for our sins. Jesus, when He is
lifted up by his people, will then draw all men unto himself. After the church has done all, it can stand firm resist Satan with the gospel armor and pray without ceasing for God’s will to be done on earth as it is now being done in heaven.
Have a Blessed Christmas.
Don Rice
Remember to pray for all the churches in the association. Pray that God will continue to bless each
church’s ministry during this unusual time.

PLEASE REMEMBER PROJECT LOVE

I want to remind you about Project Love, the
ministry to the Baptist Children’s Home that we have
Pastors and wives,
for Valentine’s Day. We collect gifts to give to the
save February 5, 2021 for a Valentines meal three main children’s campuses across the state.
prepared just for you at Kamp Keirsey. The Please promote this ministry in your church.
After talking to a friend that worked at the home in
fun starts at 6:00 p.m.
Peculiar, I have made substantial changes to the list
RSVP by January 28, 2021
of gifts. As always, please make sure any item you
Austin Baptist Church announces that donate is new and that the items are in the office no
later than January 30, 2020.

Joy Crook, their pastor’s wife, is retir Mattress protectors (twin)
ing from her role in Archie FBC’s Day●
White
fitted and/or flat sheets (twin)
care Program after 34 years. Joy was one of three

White
bath cloths and towels
founders. Praise the Lord for Joy’s vision of service

White
pillow
cases
● Kitchen towels
to the community. The Daycare ministry is still
going strong but will definitely miss Joy’s presence. While these gifts might seem very impersonal, they

are just as important to the kids that live in the transitional home settings.

From the ORBA staff and their
spouses
Woody & Judy Wilson
Don & Ruth Rice
Bill & Sharon Perkins
Mike & Stephanie Bergman

If you would like to give something more personal
you can give food coupons for a #1 meal at either
Peculiar or Mt. Vernon Sonic Drive-Ins or Whopper
Coupons from Burger King.
Thank you for your help in providing this Valentine
ministry for the kids.

The Osage River Baptist Association Office
will be closed from Thursday, December 24,
2020 through Monday, January 4, 2021

Focus on WMU
As we look back on the past year, let us focus not the Pandemic and all that entailed but on our efforts to
further God’s Kingdom. No matter how you look at this year’s election no matter if your presidential candidate
won or lost, I think it was a wake-up call to Christians.
I think we (I know I do) need to PRAY MORE. Not just for those who are sick and hurting but for missions and our
country’s leaders. We need to pray our leaders are influenced by godly advisors so God is not removed from our
nation. We need to pray for missionaries in this country and around the world. Maybe pick a country and pray
they will be receptive to God’s word and calling. Don’t just pray the week of prayer for our special offerings but
every day, year round. The Bible even tells us to “pray without ceasing.” Wow, I need to rethink my prayer life.
The end of the year always offers many opportunities to have an impact on the world from the comfort of our
home. So, what did you do? Did you wrap a shoebox and pray over it? Did you give to the Lottie Moon International Missions Offering? There’s still time to give to the Lottie Moon offering. Are you supporting your church and
giving your ten percent as a tithe and then extra offerings for various mission projects?
I overdrew my bank account one time in my life—it was a check to church that did it. I was donating to church but
not making sure I was tithing. It seemed to me that God was trying to get my attention; so, I begin keeping a tally
to make sure I was accurately tithing. Since that time I have never again overdrawn my account. I found that I have
money to do whatever I need, including helping others, and still have money to buy or do things I want.
During the pandemic, more than ever, we need to be encouragers. If you think someone looks nice, tell them. Say
thank you to store clerks and bank tellers and wait staff. Tell people you know how much they mean to you, including family. Tell family, friends and church family things you enjoy about them or how they inspire you. “Be ye kind
to one another.” (Ephesians 4: 32)
No matter what is going on we have the HOPE of our salvations. We still have Jesus. “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; and you are mine.” Isaiah 43:1
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy 2021! WATCH for a flyer on Children’s Missions’ Day Camp. It’s scheduled for
Saturday, April 17 at Kamp Keirsey.
In Christ,
Evelyn Boyle, WMU Director

Dates & Times
Feb. 5 - Pastor/Wives Valentine Banquet @ KK
Jan. 1—
Begin Collecting for Project Love

8—14- Focus on WMU Week
9—Pastors’ Breakfast, North & Central

17 - Sanctity of Human Life Sun.

13—Children’s Missions Day

18 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

14—Valentine’s Day

25 - Pastors’ Fellowship Breakfast

15—

28 - Deadline for collecting gifts for Project
Love

22—Deadline for Mission Messenger items
23—Pastors’ Breakfast, South & East

KAMP KEIRSEY KORNER
New Kamp Maintenance Technician
Kamp Keirsey has hired Donald Ramage as our part-time Maintenance Technician. Donald was raised in the Nevada and Rich Hill
areas and currently lives in Butler. He is a military Veteran and served 12 years in the U.S. Army. He also has a degree in Criminal
Justice Administration. Donald and his wife Denise have been married for 18 years and have 2 children, Dara and Danny. Donald and
his family attend FBC Butler where he and his wife minister as the Children’s Church Leaders. He also serves as a deacon.
Kamp Keirsey has been without a maintenance person since Cliff Bennett retired in October 2018. Funding for this position was approved
in the 2021 budget during the September 2020 ORBA Fall Meeting.
Please welcome Donald to the Kamp Keirsey ministry team.

Kamp Cook and Lifeguard Needed
For the past 2 years Bryan Townsend along with his wife Erin have served as cook and cook helper during our associational camps. They
have done an exceptional job of running the kamp kitchen and providing awesome meals throughout the summer. Bryan has been
blessed with a new job and will not be able to minister as cook during the 2021 camp season. Thank you Bryan and Erin for your service we will miss you (and your food).
Kamp Keirsey is looking for a cook and cook helper for the 2021 camp season. These are both paid positions. Please contact Bill Perkins for more details at 660-679-1004 or kkorba@ckt.net.
We have a lifeguard position open as well. This is a paid position. You must be 17 or older and pass the Red Cross Certification.
Please contact Bill Perkins for more details at 660-679-1004 or kkorba@ckt.net.

Summer Missions
We are looking for Summer Missionaries for the 2021 camp season. Summer Missions is a ten week internship (May 25-July31, 2021) and is
made possible through the Missouri Missions Offering of the Missouri Baptist Convention. The program pairs Missouri college students with a
camp team to serve in a variety of ways throughout the summer, while meeting weekly with their mentor to catch a glimpse into their life and
ministry. Students will be serving as camp leaders at Super Summer and at Kamp Keirsey, working with a local church at VBS and an optional
out of state mission trip. If you are a college student who is missions-minded and would like to earn $1,600 for the summer being on mission at
Kamp Keirsey, please contact Bill Perkins at 660 679 1004. You can see a short video of past Summer Missionaries and how a Kamp Keirsey internship changed their lives by going to kampkeirsey.com or follow us on Facebook.

Kamp Keirsey T-Shirt Contest Final Reminder
KK
2021

You only have a month and a half until the 2021 Kamp Keirsey T-shirt contest ends. Contest forms can be found at kampkeirsey.com in the info center. Your design should have no more than 2 ink colors and be sure to note what color the shirt should
be. Please include your name and contact information on the back. There is no set theme so be creative. This is a perfect project for your Sunday school, youth group or AWANA class. Contest ends February 15th 2021 . Send your design to: Kamp Keirsey 10002 NW State Route J Amsterdam, MO 64723. The winner will be announced in the March/April ORBA newsletter.
For God’s Glory Alone
Bill Perkins, Kamp Manager
660-679-1004; kkorba@ckt.net

BIRTHDAYS
JANUARY
6—Laura Mitchell (w), Deerfield
15—Karen Mosher (w), Calvary, Nevada
17—Myra Daugherty (w), Nevada 1st
18—Ron Marsh (p), El Dorado Springs 1st
18—Cindy Thompson (w), Cornerstone
FEBRUARY
8—Dorothy Davis (w), Milo/Montevallo
12—Easton Mowery (s), Immanuel
12—Kevin Daugherty (p), Nevada 1st
18—Kay Davis (w), Butler 1st
18—Rhonda Bennett (w), South Fork
21—Kira Mowery (w), Immanuel
* (p) indicates pastor, (w) indicates wife of pastor, (d) indicates
daughter of pastor; (s) indicates son of pastor

ANNIVERSARIES
JANUARY
29—Terry & Karen Mosher, Calvary, Nevada
FEBRUARY
29—Mark & Diane Richman, Altona
CHURCH/PASTOR
ANNIVERSARIES
Unknown month
Jim Davis; Milo/Montevallo (2005)
JANUARY
15—Gar Garman, Round Prairie (2005)
FEBRUARY
24—Patrick Belshe, Amsterdam, (2019)

This year is almost over and the Covid-19 has kept International Commission from doing any International traveling.
But with prayer and faith we are looking for IC mission projects to open back up next year. With that said, I will be
leading a team to Brazil in July and another one to Chile in November. If you are interested in either one or both of these mission trips, go to
IC-World.org, click on the “GO” tab and then on the “SEE OUR TRIPS” button to get information. That will reserve you a place just in case God
opens the door for you to go. With faith we are planning for these projects to happen.
Out of Isaiah 55, the verse that stuck out to me the most was verse 11; "So shall the word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."
What a word of encouragement to know that when we go and share the Word of God, that He will use it to speak to the hearts of those who
hear. It may be the conviction of their life style, the need of the forgiveness of sin, and even the calling to say yes to the invitation of salvation.
We have the Word and yet so many times we fail to share it and let God use it the way that He wants in that person’s life.
The Bible also says in Romans 10:17 "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." The results being from verse
13,"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."
Problem is this, someone has to share that Word of God so it can do what it does, calling everyone to cry out to God for salvation and
forgiveness.
Read and follow what Paul then writes:
verse 14, "How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?
How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?
How shall they hear without a preacher( proclaimer, witness)?"
Someone has to share with them the way to know God. The only way is with a personal relationship with Christ, which they need to hear.
Acts 1:8 says we are to be a witness concerning the things of Christ to the lost world. We have the power of the Holy Spirit, the responsibility of our own experience of salvation and the privilege to share what Christ has done for us.
This coming July 2-12, we have been asked to bring 40 N.A. to work along side of the Baptist churches in Maceio, Brazil #2. There
are 21 churches asking us to come and share this good news of Christ’s salvation to their lost family and friends. Please make it a
prayerful concern in being one to GO and Tell about Christ. Give me a call or e-mail me if you want more information on this Mission
Project. We are all called to share the Gospel to others because of the calling He gave us as Christians.
Scott Mayse
International Commission Enlistment Coordinator
ScottM@IC-World.org or 913-731-0539
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