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Living Life on Mission with Jesus 
 

I had planned to attend this year’s SBC annual meeting in Nashville, but I developed a sinus infection that went into bronchitis and had 
to miss it. I am all better now. This is pretty much a yearly allergy induced problem I have had for a long time. While I was not able to 
attend the meeting, I did tune into the live streaming of the sessions. Overall, I was pleased with how it went, but of course there were 

some things I hoped would go a bit differently – Resolutions and Motions could have been worded differently or been more specific and stronger, 
but I think most were headed in the right direction. 

Of particular interest was the Vision 2025 Report of the Executive Committee. This recommendation was overwhelmingly approved with a cou-
ple of amendments and it leads Southern Baptists to focus on the Great Commission. The five strategic actions plus a sixth which was added by 

amendment are as follows: 

1. Increase the number of full-time, fully funded International Mission Board missionaries by 500. This would increase our total number of 
IMB missionaries to over 4000 again. Several years ago we saw a decline in missionaries serving with the IMB. This was a funding issue 
but funds have improved and it is time to send out more missionaries. 

2. Add 5,000 new churches to our Southern Baptist family. This would bring the number of churches to over 50,000. This is an emphasis on 
church planting. 

3. Call out the called to increase the total number of workers in the field. This involves raising up another generation of pastors, ministers, 
missionaries, church planters, specialized ministries, etc. 

4. There has been a steady decline of baptisms in the SBC over the past decade, especially in the 12-17 age group. This strategic action 
leads us to work diligently and fervently to evangelize, baptize and disciple young people under the age of 18. An amendment refocused 
this action to children and youth under the age of 18 instead of leaving it at those 12-17. The reason being that those who are attempting 
to lead our children astray start much younger than age 12 with their lies and deceptions. 

5. Increase our Cooperative Program gifts which will enable us to achieve these other goals and maintain our work through mission boards, 
agencies and seminaries. 

6. By amendment, this strategic action was added: Prayerfully endeavor before God to eliminate all incidents of sexual abuse and racial 

discrimination among our churches. 

I think we all can get behind these strategic actions, but the implementation happens not at the Convention level but in and through our local 

churches. So what might this look like as your church participates in Vision 2025? Let me suggest … 

1. Encourage your young to median adults to prayerfully consider whether God might be calling them to the mission field. One way to en-
courage your people in missions is to adopt an unreached people group as a church. Research this group, communicate with the IMB 
about prayer resources, make contact with missionaries serving with or near this group, share weekly updates and pray daily for the 
group, plan a mission trip to assist a missionary serving this group, etc. 

2. While we do not live in an area in need of much new church planting, we can participate as partner churches with those outside the re-
gion. Contact NAMB or the MBC to explore opportunities in church planting. 

3. Pray that God will call out the called from your church. Who will be the next missionary to go from your church? Who will be the next pas-
tor or youth minister or evangelist or worship leader to be called forth from your church? Invest in young people. Mentor younger Chris-
tians. Pray that God would make His call clear to those He is dealing with. 

4. What are you doing to reach children and youth with the Gospel? Schedule VBS, send your kids and youth to Kamp Keirsey for summer 
camp, plan youth retreats and children’s mission days. Train Sunday School teachers in how to teach the Bible for evangelistic results. 
Pray and witness. I have been saying for a while that there are lost and unchurched people all around our churches. These include fami-
lies with children and teenagers. Lead your church to go through evangelism training. It’s not too late to get involved with the International 
Commission Operation Andrew prayer process and evangelistic outreach scheduled in our Association for this Fall. 

5. Prayerfully consider increasing your church gifts to the Cooperative Program. We are better together and together we can accomplish 
much more than we can alone. Cooperative Program funds support our missionaries and our seminaries that train the next generation of 
pastors and leaders. CP funds enable us to do evangelism training and projects and so much more. Locally, you might want to increase 
church gifts to our Association. We are looking at some important changes to our ORBA budget for 2022. 

6. If you do not have some sort of Child Protection Policy, you will want to consider establishing one. Church leaders and members who 

work with children are mandated reporters of any disclosed, discovered or suspected abuse.  

Prayerfully ask God to help us not to be blind to our own prejudices. There are pockets of diverse ethnic groups throughout our region. We look 
forward to the day when we will stand before God’s throne with all peoples, races, ethnicities, and language groups. Let us look for opportunities to 
love our neighbors by reaching out with the Gospel message and by meeting needs of those around us.  

While my words here are not exhaustive, I hope at least they may act as prompts for our churches to not only say Amen to Vision 2025 but to 

actively pursue implementing its strategic actions in our local setting. I am praying for you as you strive to live on mission with Jesus.      

Bro. Woody   



 
Wilson's Wonderings 

What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? And what profit should we have, if we pray unto 
him?  Job 21:15 KJV 

 
Why should we serve God and why should we do anything in his name? Who or what is the Almighty that we 
should do anything for him? There are many names for God: Elohim - My Creator; Jehovah - I Am Who I Am; 
El Shaddai - God All Sufficient; Adonai - My Master; Jehovah Jireh - My Provider; Jehovah Rophe - God My 
Healer; Jehovah M’Kaddesh (Mekoddishkem) - My Sanctifier; El Elyon - The Most High God; El Olam - The 
Everlasting God; El Qanna  - Jealous God; Jehovah Nissi - The Lord My Banner; Jehovah Shalom - The Lord 
Is Peace; Jehovah Sabaoth - The Lord of Hosts; Jehovah Raah - The Lord Is My Shepherd; Jehovah Tsid-
kenu - The Lord Our Righteousness; Jehovah Shammah - The Lord Is There; Yahweh – He Who Brings Into 
Existence, That Which Exists, The Creator of all things, The Great I Am, The All Inclusive God, The Almighty, 
The God of All. These names and what they mean tell us who God is. There are more names for God and the 
meanings of those names just add to what God is. The10 truths about God are: God had no beginning; God 
is without end; God is absolute reality;  God is utterly independent; everything depends on Him; nothing com-
pares to God; God cannot be improved; God sets the ultimate standard; God is always right; and nothing is 
worth more than God. God is also our comforter; our protector; our guide; our conscience; our benefactor; our 
opportunities, our past, present, and future, and He loves us unconditionally above all others. Because of who 
and what God is to us we must serve him. 
 
What’s in it for me? How will I benefit from serving God? Will I have fortune and fame? Will I have a loving 
caring family? Will I drive nice cars, live in nice houses, be accepted in the best clubs and circles? Will I have 
lots of friends? Will people like me? Will I like me? Will I be happy? Maybe. What you turn out to be is up to 
you. We always look to see how we will benefit if we do something. The results are not guaranteed so they 
vary in worth or value. Serving God not only has worth and value but there is a guarantee and that is eternal 
life and life more abundant.  
 
What happens when we pray to God? God hears our prayer, evaluates our prayer, and answers our prayer. 
God hears what we have to say and desires to hear from us often. He is interested in what is happening in 
our lives even though he already knows. God is able to multi-task. He can hear every one all the time through 
the noises of life, process all that information, and respond in all sorts of ways, without any errors or misinter-
pretations. In evaluating our prayer God looks to see if we are sincere, selfish, demanding, negotiating, car-
ing, apathetic, repetitious, know what we are asking for, understand who we are speaking to, and our ex-
pected results. When God answers our prayers He says yes; no; maybe; in time; after you have done...; 
when you have proven you are sincere; are you sure this is what you want?; will you accept how it turns out?; 
and other answers as the need arises. We cannot say God didn't hear my prayer, or God doesn't answer my 
prayer. We should admit that God doesn't answer us the way we wanted Him to. We also have to realize 
death is healing. God gives us what is good for us whether we accept it or not. 
 

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? Declare, if thou hast understanding.  
Job 38:4 KJV 

 
After Job had bemoaned his condition God responded to him with this all important question and many other 
questions. Where were you when God laid the foundations of the earth?  When God positioned the sun in the 
center of our universe, designed each planet, set the boundaries of their orbits, made them spin at a certain 
speed, set the limits of how much they move on their axis, when they move, and made these limits last all 
these years without change. Where there would be salt water and fresh water, trees and plants, animals, 
birds, fish, insects, man, and all other creatures that reproduce every one after its own kind. This could not 
have happened by accident, evolution doesn't explain it. Someone had to make it happen and that someone 
is God. No other name can explain who he is. If you have understanding you will acknowledge God serve 
Him, pray to Him, know all that He is, and accept His only begotten son as your lord and savior and get the 
gift of salvation which is your guarantee of eternal life and life more abundant. God will do for you all that He 
is. 

Submitted  by Jim Wilson Associational Bible Study Leader 



KAMP KEIRSEY KORNER 

KAMP 2021 IS GOING GREAT! 

With the overwhelming approval of the online registration and the one week deadline cut-off, the number of children registering 
for kamp has increased dramatically this kamp season. Now that we have an exact number of campers one week before camp 
starts we can be better stewards of your donated dollars by ordering water bottles, t-shirts, and other materials without over-
spending and being wasteful. This is a huge benefit for all of our kamp directors and staff. 

REGISTRATION INCREASE: 

 
As of this date it appears that Overnight, Sports and Sr. High Kamps are having the same great increases. 

OUTSIDE RENTAL CAMPS 

As you may know the revenue we receive from our associational kamps is just a small portion of the budget.  We have, for some 
time, relied on renting the kamp to other Christian organizations and churches to pay the bills. I am pleased to report that the cal-
endar is filling up and we expect to increase the number of outside rental camps this year.  It has been reported that many camps 
like ours have had to close due to lack of funds.  Even our own MBC's Windermere is closed and is being sold.  But God is good and 
faithful and has blessed Kamp Keirsey with a great staff, volunteers, supporters, donations, encampment committee, and most 
importantly, an association of generous and supporting churches that rally around this great and historical Kamp.  Our mission will 
always be to the children by preaching the gospel to all who enter the gates of Kamp Keirsey. 

WE NEED WORKERS 

We are still in need of workers for Sports Kamp July 11-15.  We need 3-4 female workers to spend the week here and help out. 
Please contact Bill Perkins 660-679-1004 or Amanda Kabir 816-585-5138. 

For God’s Glory Alone  

Bill Perkins  
Kamp Keirsey   
Manager   

CAMP LAST YEAR AVERAGE THIS YEAR % INCREASE 

Day 21 20 28 33% 

Junior High 32 30 46 43% 

Girls’ 48 50 55 14% 

Boys’ 25 25 30 20% 

 

Kamps Left in the 2021 Season 

Children’s Overnight - 9:30 am, July 8 - 3:00 pm, July 9 
Open to all children who have completed grades 1-3. 
Director:  Micah & Kelsi Bergen; 660-464-2446 

Sports Camp - 4:00 pm, July 11 - 3:00 pm, July 15 
Open to all youth who have completed grades 4 - 8. 
Director:   Amanda Kabir, 816-585-5138 

Senior High Camp - 4:00 pm, July 18 - 3:00 pm, July 22 
Open to all youth who have completed grades 9 - 12. 
Directors:  Kelsi Kershner and Jessica Baker, 913-548-7353 



 

Dawnita Phillips and the 

girls that attended 

Girls’ Camp 2021 wish to 

thank everyone who donated 

hats and tea cups for their an-

nual tea party at camp.  The girls 

got to choose their hats before 

the tea party and wore them the 

rest of the week.  They also 

chose a tea cup after the party 

to take home too as a constant 

reminder of their camp experi-

ence.  They were so excited!! 

Thanks again so much! 

Is Your Church Part of International Commission’s Project Andrew? 



 

What’s It Like Being a Missionary? 

When my brother’s daughter was 13 or 14 (she’ll be 40 this year), he wanted to take her to England.  He 
was divorced and asked me to go along so there would be a woman with her.  He had a friend who worked in 
England so we had part of the lodging for free.  As I was getting ready to go my Mom told me there would be 
an opportunity to talk with my niece about God on the trip.  I should pay attention and be ready to use the op-
portunity when it happened. 

My Mom was so smart.  We spent a day and night in Strafford-on-Avon, Shakespeare’s birth place.  That 
night I was telling her that Shakespeare was one of the greatest writers and a favorite of mine.  Then I told 
her that his works couldn’t tell me how to live or save me.  The only book that could do that was the Bible.  A 
couple years later she asked me what a certain verse meant and I explained it.  Later, she did make a profes-
sion of faith.  I was being a missionary when I talked with her about the Bible and God. 

When you ask someone to church, you are being a missionary.  If you teach Sunday School or work in 
Bible School, Awana, youth group, or church camp, you are being a missionary.  If you are in the break room 
talking about the sermon with a friend, you’re being a missionary.  When you reach out to help others by 
showing them God’s love through your actions, you’re being a missionary.   When you go on mission trips 
you’re being a missionary.   

Maybe what I’m really asking is, “what’s it like to be a full-time missionary?”  That may not be right either 
as we should be looking for those opportunities that God places in our paths all the time.  As my Mom told 
me, they are there if you pay attention and look for them.  I used to worry about what I should say and if I 
would use the right scriptures.  I once tried to witness to a couple of Jewish girls with only a New Testament 
Bible. How I wished I had the book of Isaiah to show them all the references to Jesus in the Old Testament! 

I’ve learned that I can’t save anyone; God does that through the Holy Spirit.  I just need to show love and 
talk with those people God places in my path.  I don’t have to have a big theological discussion; I just need to 
tell them about Jesus.  I can tell them about my experiences, no one can argue with me about that.  So be a 
missionary where you live, and yes, it is interesting hearing missionaries talk about their experiences in other 
countries and states and cities, but we should all know what it’s like being a missionary. 

Evelyn Boyle, WMU director 

Dates & Times 

JULY  
4—Independence Day -  Office Closed 
8-9 —Children’s Overnight Camp @ KK 
  8—14—Vernon County Youth Fair 
  9—13—Bates County Youth Fair 
11 - 15—Sports Camp @ KK 

18 - 22—Senior High Camp @ KK 

19—Pastors’ Luncheon, FBC Adrian @ noon. 

AUGUST 26—Deadline for articles in the newsletter 

29—Deadline for Annual Church Profiles and me-
morial lists to be in the office 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

JULY 10—Bill & Sharon Perkins; KK 
AUGUST 11—Terry & Kay Davis; Butler 

23—Millard & Debbie Baker; Fairview 

 
 
JULY 1—Diane Richman (w); Altona 

2—Levi Jones (s); Rich Hill 
4—Dennis DePugh (p) - Archie 
11—Frank Agee (p);Bronaugh 
22—Rick Thompson (p), Cornerstone 
27 - Nancy Mitchell (w); Grace Fellowship,  

 

 

AUGUST 1 - Jim Davis (p); Milo/Montevallo 
15—Millard Baker (p); Fairview 
16—Glenda DePugh (w); Archie 
18- Linda Donnelly (w); Drexel 
21—Raychel Jones (d); Rich Hill 
26—Terry Mosher (p); Calvary, Nevada 
28—Debbie Baker (w); Fairview 
28—Stephanie Jones (w), Rich Hill 

CHURCH/PASTOR  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
JULY 1—Chad Bailey/Pine Street (2007) 

4 - Tom Mitchell/Grace Fellowship 
(2010) 

8—Rick Thompson/Cornerstone (2012) 
12—Bill Perkins/KK manager (2016) 
15—Dennis DePugh/Archie FBC (2018) 

AUGUST  - Frank Agee/Bronaugh (2012) 
5—Mark Harvey/Calvary-Butler (2012) 
6—Cliff Bennett/Southfork (2017) 
22—Mike Bergman/Adrian (2010) 

(p) indicates pastor, (w) indicates wife of pastor, (d) indicates daughter of pastor; (s) indicates son of 

pastor 
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Special Announcement 

BSAM Conference 

Mighty to Serve By Faith 
Hebrews 11:16 

Please join us 

Monday & Tuesday 

September 20 & 21, 2021 

Cornerstone Baptist Church 

Jefferson City, MO 

Go to our Facebook page and watch for more details. 

Copy the link into your browser: 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=baptist%
20secretaries%20association%20of%20missouri 

To All ORBA Pastors: 

Join us for lunch on July 19, 
2021 for an informational  

meeting with Baptist Home 
Leader of the MBC 

Where:  Adrian FBC 
            310 N. Houston 
            Adrian, MO 

Time   Noon 


