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Pressing On, Taking Hold
Our world is in need of the Gospel of Jesus Christ! I know that you just silently voiced your “Amen.” Our nation needs Jesus!
“Amen.” Your neighbors need Jesus! Can I get another “Amen?” Our nation won’t come to Jesus and our world won’t hear
the Gospel until we begin to share it with those who live the closest to us. It is easy to talk about a world in need, but living
life on mission starts right where you are.
Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbor?” He responded by telling the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37). It was the despised Samaritan who proved to be neighborly to the man who had been beaten and robbed. Jesus turned the question back on the
lawyer who was trying to outwit Him (Luke 10:25-29). The lawyer was pressed to recognize that the true neighbor was “the one who
showed mercy toward” the beaten, oppressed man.
We are living in very difficult days … and we need to be reminded that this battle on all its fronts is spiritual. We cannot prevail through
political means or through rhetoric and social media posts. This is a spiritual war. Yes, the devil is working overtime it seems. He is
stirring the pot. Jesus says that the devil is a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in
him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44). In the last newsletter,
I wrote about Jesus being the Truth and always speaking the truth. Here it is, Jesus always speaks the absolute truth and the devil
always lies. Nothing the devil has said is of the truth or in the truth. There is no truth in him, at all. Jesus goes on to say that the thief
(the devil) comes only to steal and kill and destroy (John 10:10a).
So this we know … wherever we see mayhem and chaos, whenever there is a murder, injustice, theft, destruction of property, oppression, and deception, we can be certain that this is a work of the devil.
How do we counter the devil’s work? The simple answer is by being the Church, proclaiming the Good News of Jesus. Yet, it seems
that the Church today wants to fight these battles politically. We want to hit the streets in counter protest when we need to be hitting
the streets in Gospel witness. We up our rhetoric of why we are right and the other side is wrong rather than telling people about Him
who is the Truth. We can’t use the tactics of the world and expect the message of God’s grace to be understood. The Gospel is
counter-culture. The Gospel is radical in that it demands that we turn away from man-made solutions to our man-made problems. We
have sinned and the only solution is what God has done through Jesus Christ. The Gospel is that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).
Our world is steeped in desperate and angry debate over racial injustice, abortion on demand, poverty, drugs, sex-trafficking, immigration, gender-identity and sexuality issues, redefining marriage and religious liberty issues. We are tempted to enter the debate with
weapons of the flesh. We can get mad and hit back, but the Bible tells us that the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of
God (James 1:20). Instead of anger and vindictiveness, we have the Gospel of peace and grace and truth! The danger when we fight
with the world’s weapons and strategies is that we fall into cultural Christianity, that is, we are defined by the issues of our culture
rather than by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We become defined by what we are against rather than who we are for. I firmly believe the
Gospel answers all our society’s issues. The only resolution to our woes and ills is faith in Jesus Christ.
So, let’s go back to the neighbor question. Jesus turned the tables on the lawyer who asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus’ parable
declared that the best neighbor is one who defends the abused and downtrodden. Jesus set the day’s issue on its ear by asking the
lawyer in essence, “Will you be a neighbor to those who are disenfranchised and oppressed?” Our world is full of people who need us
to be people who love God and love their neighbors. Telling the Good News is literally searching out those who need a neighbor and
sharing God’s grace, love and mercy. To whom can you be a neighbor today?
Living Life on Mission with Jesus,
Bro. Woody

KAMP KEIRSEY KORNER
SUMMER CAMP HAS BEGUN
Our first camp of the summer was a huge hit. We had 32 campers for Jr. High camp. This is more than we had last year.
Thank you to our new Jr. High camp directors Pastor Troy Burns and wife Melissa for doing such a great job and navigating through the extra safety precautions put in place this year. The theme of this year’s camp was The Armor of
God. Pastor Troy brought in a real suite of armor for the kids to see and try on.

(add pic)
Girls Camp is underway with 48 girls attending this year. Again, this is more than we had last year so things
are looking up.

(add pic)
We are still in need of a nurse for Sports camp July 12-16. We also need workers and overnight cabin leaders. Please
respond and help your camp.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU.
A big thanks goes out to Pastor Ron Marsh and the men of FBC El Dorado Springs for coming to Kamp Keirsey with their
chainsaw equipment after the storm blew over trees on the camp property. The men made quick work of the trees and
repaired some fencing too. It was good to meet and fellowship with our dear brothers.
Thanks also to Pastor Patrick of Amsterdam Baptist for helping me prep for camp on June 10th.

NEEDS
Camp is in need of a mini-fridge for the nurse’s office.
For God’s Glory Alone
Bill Perkins
Kamp Keirsey
Manager

Camps Left This Year
Boys’ Camp - 4:00 pm, July 5 - 3:00 pm, July 9
Open to all boys who have completed grades 4 - 6.
Director:
Ben Palmer, 816-721-0281
Sports Camp - 4:00 pm, July 12 - 3:00 pm, July 16
Open to all youth who have completed grades 4 - 8.
Director:
Amanda Kabir, 816-585-5138
Senior High Camp - 4:00 pm, July 19 - 3:00 pm, July 23
Open to all youth who have completed grades 9 - 12.
Directors:
Kelsi Kershner and Jessica Baker, 913-548-7353

Wilson's Wonderings
1Fear

not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. 2For they shall soon be cut
down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. 3Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily
thou shalt be fed. 4Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 5Commit thy way unto
the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 6And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy
judgment as the noonday. 7Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in
his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 8Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in
any wise to do evil. 9For evildoers shall be cut off: but those who wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.
Psalm 37: 1-9 KJV
Don't be afraid of evildoers. They will get their just reward. God will take care of them. Don't envy them, don't be like them, recognize
them for who they are and what they stand for. Some people today do evil and when they get caught they want to blame anyone and everyone for their sins. They can even get others to go along with their scheme to blame others. Other evildoers want to hide their actions and do
their evil deeds in obscurity. Evil is evil, iniquity is iniquity no matter what the circumstances or excuse. Those who do these things will be
punished sooner or later. God will take care of it. If you abstain from evil and iniquity you won't have these problems. God is not a respecter
of persons. “Red and yellow, black and white, we are precious in His sight.” God sees us all the same. Why can't we? All the noise will go
away and change will come or it will stay the same. People will do what they want.
Trust God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. Simply put trust God. The psalmist carried this concept a little farther; he
said trust God and do good. He also said they would be rewarded for trusting God and doing good; they would be able to have a home and
food on the table. Have we trusted God and done good during the pandemic? Have we believed God would protect us from the virus, our
loss of goods and services, loss of jobs and wages, the inconvenience government interference in our daily activities, social distancing, and
wearing masks? Are we still here and do we get fed? Are we doing good, or could we do better?
How delightful are we about our relationship with God? When we get up in the morning do we say “Good morning, God”; or do we say
“Good God, it’s morning”? Do we say “I get to go to work today”; or do we say “I have to go to work today”? Do you like your job or do you
hate it? Are you happy with your wages or do you want - even demand - a raise? Are you happily married or grudgingly married? Do you
find entertainment in your daily activities or do you long to be entertained? Is your attitude come what may or leave me alone, don't bother
me? Has God given you the desires of your heart or has God given you nothing? Do you have to go to church or do you want to go to
church? Do you enjoy spending time with God or do you fear spending time with God? Is it truly a joy to live a Christian life?
Commit your all to God - every aspect of your life. When you fully commit you will fully trust in God, and God will do wonders, blessings,
and miracles, rewarding you openly for what you committed secretly. God will bring forth your righteousness so people will be able to see
Jesus in you. You won't have to tell anyone you are committed to God. God will show the world you are committed to him. People will be
able to see you exercise good judgment in all you do. The decisions you make, the walk you walk, the talk you talk, the way you conduct
your family life, daily life, and spiritual life.
Rest in the Lord, don't get stressed out because of the things going on in our world today. God knows what is going on; let him handle
it. If we are patient, we will see what God has in store for those who believe and trust in him, and for those who don't. This is a lesson I
struggled with learning. I am a “git in and git er done” type of person. I like to jump on a project and whip it out and move on to the next project. However, I want to do the job right. Things have to be done in the right order so you are not jumping from one step to another and getting out of sync causing the job to take longer. I have found in my later years the enjoyment of setting back and letting God do his work in
his time. It is much better than struggling and going against God. I know God will impress on the right people at the right time to do the right
thing in the right way to completion.
We don't have to worry why others prosper or when will the wicked be punished. We have to abstain from evil and keep on keeping on
and let God work. Let anger and wrath be removed from you and be quick to forgive, show loving kindness, be temperate, let love come
forth from you without dissimulation, and spend your time in worship, praise, and love of God. Remember good things come to those who
wait on the Lord.
Submitted by Jim Wilson Associational Bible Study Leader

Due to the virus that has taken over around the world, a lot of IC projects have been canceled this year and
moved into next year. The one that I was to lead to Maceio, Brazil this November has been moved to July
2021. I pray that you will place that on your calendar and plan to be a part of this project next year. This will be the first time IC has worked
in this area on the East coast of Brazil and it will be exciting to see how God will work in the lives of those we will be sharing with. I will keep
you updated on this project and any others that I will be leading next year.
Blessing!
Scott Mayse
International Commission Mobilization Coordinator
Scott.Mayse@IC-World.org or 913-731-0539

Dates & Times
JULY
4—Independence Day - Office Closed
5–9 —Boys’ Camp @ KK
8—14—Vernon County Youth Fair
9—13—Bates County Youth Fair
12 - 16—Sports Camp @ KK
19 - 23—Senior High Camp @ KK

ANNIVERSARIES
JULY 10—Bill & Sharon Perkins; KK
AUGUST 11—Terry & Kay Davis; Butler
23—Millard & Debbie Baker; Fairview

JULY 1—Diane Richman (w); Altona
2—Levi Jones (s); Rich Hill
4—Dennis DePugh (p) - Archie
8—Mike Dunivan (p), Harwood
11—Frank Agee (p);Bronaugh
22—Rick Thompson (p), Cornerstone
27 - Nancy Mitchell (w); Grace Fellowship,

AUGUST 26—Deadline for articles in the newsletter
29—Deadline for Annual Church Profiles and memorial lists to be in the office

AUGUST 1 - Jim Davis (p); Milo/Montevallo
15—Millard Baker (p); Fairview
16—Gelnda DePugh (w); Archie
18- Linda Donnelly (w); Drexel
21—Raychel Jones (d); Rich Hill
26—Terry Mosher (p); Calvary, Nevada
28—Debbie Baker (w); Fairview
28—Stephanie Jones (w), Rich Hill
28—Patrick Belshe (p); Amsterdam

CHURCH/PASTOR
ANNIVERSARIES

JULY 1—Chad Bailey/Pine Street (2007)
4 - Tom Mitchell/Grace Fellowship
(2010)
8—Rick Thompson/Cornerstone (2012)
12—Bill Perkins/KK manager (2016)
15—Dennis DePugh/Archie FBC (2018)
AUGUST - Frank Agee/Bronaugh (2012)
5—Mark Harvey/Calvary-Butler (2012)
6—Cliff Bennett/Southfork (2017)
(p) indicates pastor, (w) indicates wife of pastor, (d) indicates daughter of pastor; (s) indicates son of
22—Mike Bergman/Adrian (2010)
pastor
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